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TO THE 

RIGHT HONORABLE 

I^BY F&^JVCES SmUEJET, 

Madam, 

I F Christianity was inconsistent with true politeness, or pre- 
judicial to real happiness, I should be extremely injudici- 
ous, and inexcusably ungrateful, in presenting these essays 
to your LadysHTp. But as the religion of JESUS is the 
grand ornament of our nature, and a source ot the sub- 
limest joy, the purport of ihe following pages cannot l>e un- 
worthy the countenance and protection or the most accom- 
plished person. Neither can there be a wish, more suit- 
able to the obligations or the dictates of, a gratefid heart, 
than you may expt rience what you read, and be wnat you 
patron {.ze. ’ 

Did religion consist in a formal round of external obser-^ 
vahcea, or a forced submission to some rigorous austerities, 

1 siipuld not scruple to join wdrh the infidel and tlie sensual- 
ist, to dread it in one view, and to despne it in another. 
You P'“ed not be informed. Madam, that it is as mutH Sd" 
perior to all such low Jorbidding singularities, as the 
heavens are higher than the earth. It is described by an 
nuthdi', who leamrjts regions of paradise, and 

wh^o displayed its efficacy in his own most c.XCmplary conr. 

is tJ^Usd^xieibed by that incompar.iMe author; 
The Kingdom pf OOJ^^ hfht and dr nk, bnttrigh*t<t 
oasnessi dmdpeace, and}^ ip tkt) WLV GflO sT. 

To be reobneilcd to the omniputeird GOD— To Iter inte*i , 
rested in the dbsearchabie ttdttcii of CHRlS'l'-H-Tb be irtt- 
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newed m our hearts, and influenced in our lives, by the 
s i:!( liryinj^ operations of the diyt^c St*IRI T — Fhis is emra- 
gf'Ucul rif^hteousness. — This is genuine religion. This 
M 'DAM,, is the kingdom of GOD established in the soul. 
— -Flow benign and inviting is such an institution ! How 
lionorable and advantageous such a state ! And from such 
privileges, what other eP'ecls ran fl -'W, but fhat/jeaci? tvUich 
passe fh all undei standing ? T hatyuy, icnicii is unspeakable 
and glorious ? 


Ts there any thing in the amusements of the gay, and 
pursuits of the ambitious, of greater, of equal, of compara- 
ble value ? Is not all tliat wealth can purchase, all that gran- 
deur can bestow, somewhat like these glittering bubbles, 
which when viewed arc emptiness, when grasped are no- 
th ing ? M hcrcas, the comforts, the benefits, the hopes of 
chrisdanity, are at once supremely excellent, and infinitely 
durable. A portion, suited to tliedignitv of a rational soul; 
large as its faculties, and immortal as its being. 


All these blessings are centered in CHRIST ; were 
purchased by CIIRiSd' ; are comimiiiicated from CHRIST. 
— It is fot want of knowing those boundless and everlast- 
ing treasures of jHShfping, merit, which 

flic LORD JESUSCHRIST possesses, and whicl) he free- 
ly dispenses even to sinners, that so many unthinking per- 
i.ons are attached to ignoble objects, and beguiled by delu- 
soiy pleasures. Unhappp creatures ! What can they do, 
but catch at shadous, and stoop to , trifles, while they arc ig- 
norant ol the grand the substantia), the exalted good ? — It 
is for want of duly attending to that fullness of grace, and 
^hat plcnteonsnes,s of redemption, which dwell in our most 
adorable SAVIOUR, that so many serious persons are stran- 
, gcrs to the tranquillity and sweetness of religion : are sub- 
. ject to all its restraints, but enjoy few’,, if any of its delights. 
, Mistaken zealots ! How can tliey avoid the gloomy si'tua- 
j, tiofl and the uncomfortable circumstance, so lung as, they 
ivifbdraw j^emselves from the ,SUN OF RJGHT'EOUS- 
'! and'^ all'Cbearing beams ? 

lx. , C ■: 

livedontinnally under his heavenly 

more fully assuredbf his dyin? 





iove, and hava brighter, st»IJ brighter manifestait^ons of his 
immense perfections ! these delightful t^ews, and by 
that precious faith, may your heart be transformed into his 
holy, his amiable, his divine image 1 Your happiness wiil 
then be just such as is wished* but far greater than can be 
expressed by. 

Madam, 


Your most obliged, and 

Most obedient humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 





PREFACE. 


T^HE reader will probably expeJEl. fome account ofthren- 
fuing work ; ar d, to gratify him in this particular, will be a real pica* 
luie to the author. 

The beauty and excellencv of "he feriptures—the ruin anrl depravity 
of human nature — ts hapT»v r-iovciy, found.^d on ihc atonemeuf, and 

efl^'d. d by the Sl'IFMT of iST — ihefe are fome of the chi jf points, 

yindicited, liluilrated, au^t appUed in the following fheeu.— But the 
gj and article, th.t whu'h m.’ke:> the principle figure, is the imputko 
Kighteousnc^ ^ of our divine LO‘lD ; from whence ari/esour judi- 
fication before liOD, and o<4r renewed title to every heavenly bldfing. 
An article, 'aIi.cIj, though emineiit for its import'^nce, fccins to be jit* 
tie underfiood, and lefs rdgnd;.d ; ii not much miflaken, and alrnoil lor- 
goticn. 

The importance of this great evangelical dodrine — how worthy it i^ 

of the molt attentive ccnifidcration, and of univ rlal acceptance Is 

hinted in the fecond dialogue. So that I need, in this place, do no- 
li 'ug tfiore, tnan give the fenie of a pjlTage from Wltfius, which ig 
there introduced in the notes. — The dodrine of jufti lication, l^ys 
that excclhnt author. Ipreads itfelf through the whole Ivllein of 
divinity. As this is eulKrfoiidly eftahliihed, or lupcrhcailv rouch.r 
eel; fully fUtfd, or fiightiy dllmiifcd; accordingly, the whole 
fliutluie of rclig o.i, either riles graceful and rnagaihcent, luperior 
to allault, and beyond the power of decay ; or ellc it appears difpro- 
“ purtuma e and d. fettive, totters on its foundation, and thriatens aa 
opprobrious fall 

The defign ise^e^'uted in the form of dialogue. Thofe parts only 
excepted, in which it was not eafy to cariv o,j a ronverlatio,., and af- 
lign to rach per on a proper degree of fignificanry. Here, to avoid 
the cofiDTion imputation, of bunging upon the ftage a mute or a fba* 
dow — one who fights wuliout weapons, and fubmits without a con- 
tell — tnc frene Onfis. O .i grntl.^meu feparate ; and, in Head of con- 
▼erfingj entejr upon an epjftglary corr‘;fpon<Hiicc^ 





vm 


Tht‘ (Ii form fccms, or many coitiiilerafions, a very clr.;’V)!e way- 

laT wMtUi^, — Mercbv, the author gives an air both of d\‘^:uiv i id of 
niud^Uyto hi^ (entiments. Of dignity; bv <lelivetiiig them fic.n the 
Ti.nuih'' of pe rhms. in every rirfpcdi luperiorto uitnleif. modeltv ; 
becioiie we no Ioniser roniider him in the raifed, but irr'’tdious capacity 
c»F :! tea*, her. Inftt-ad of tailing us to h’s feet and dlttiting his pre- 
cepts, he qratiiies our curififity. He turns b^rk a curtain, and admits 
us tt> Ibme remnrkabie interviews, or iatereding co ifereuces. We 
ovcr-heai, by a kind of innocent or imagiu^iry tledth, the debates which 
pals in the retefTes of privacy; which are earned on, with the mo!t 
unreferved fierdom of Ipecch^ and opornefs of heart. — A t ircuniflanr% 
which will apologize .for lotne peculiarities, that might v>therwiJe b« 
inconhffent with humility, or olfenuv^ to delicacy* PaiticaUrly, it 
may obviate the dilguft, wdiich general lv% and indeed defervediy, attends 
the frequent iiiiruhon of that ambitious and usurping iittie monoIyU 
lablc, L 


Tli« names of the p^rfons air prefixed, each to his rcTpe/live fliare of 
the difeourh*; in imitaMon of Ciccro, and for the rea ems which he al- 
fuMjs, Ou.ili enim ipfos induxi loqu ^ntcs : ne Inqaam and Inquit 
isLinus niiM [lonerentur. Atqiie id eo f ci, ut tanq um pi aelcntiDuiii 
c<M .111 hviben Si^rmo videretur. This me IukI, he vtnyjuftlv intimates, 
is icmovod fart heft from the narrative, and makes the nearelt approachc* 
lo life and realitv. It quite feerctes the author ; and, by introducing 
tlu* perfbns themfeWes, tenders all that pafiVs enlucly their owiu — It 
p 3 events likewde the repetition of thofe iriterlocuioiy words, he iaid, 
he leplied. Whioh, unless the fpeeches are very long, mult frequently 
recur, and have no pleafing effect upon the ear. And if the fpeeches 
long, the (pint of converfattoii is loft. Tne aik)r\-.Les are no long- 
Cl talking , but one of them, or the autUoi, is iecUinng* 


Though I have fo much to fay in bclialf of the moik], I have very* 
little to ky with regard to tlic execution — unlels it be to confelsthe de- 
iiciency. I'here .s not, I am {eiifiMe, that peculiar air ind diftinguifh* 
ing turn, which fliould iiidrk and <. hara^lerize each Ipeaker. This is 
what tbc nature of hnilhed dialogue requires, and what the author ap- 
plauds in it. me very iupenor writers. But, not having the ability to 
copy it, he has not the vanity to affeft it. — Ne verthelefs, the attentive 
leader vull, all along, peinzeivca difference in the fenriment, if not in 
language. The mat trials vary, even when they run inic>ihe i.ime mouldy 
and take the lame ioim. — In the ditlion alio there muft be lo .e divcr- 
fity. Bccaufe, fcveial of the objetUons are propoled in the very words 
of one or two eminent \\ liters, who have appeared on tlie other fide of 
the queft’on, Theie are not particularized by the matk of quotation ; 
becaufe, the man of reading will have no occahon for the afliftance of 
fuch an index, and the man of tafte will probably dilcein them by the 
linguiarity of the ftyle. 


Some of the following pieces, it muft be acknowledged, are of the 
coutrovcrlial kind, A Ipecies of writing, leaft miceptihlc of tlic gra** 
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CCS, which cmbelli*ni compofition ; orr>th?r mod deflitTife of tlic at- 
tradivcs, which rittenllnf?, and create chdij^ht, — Yet I ii.^vc lornr. 

times thouj»hr, that it is not ablolntelv impoiribL", to tndv? e ven the 
fteru fare of ^ ontrovcrly wear a Imile ; and to reap iomc vjla..b.e fniir, 
J'o.n the rugoed fmrows of di^putatien. Whether this is eH ’ited in 
tiir preient woik, the public mufl judge; that U lias been atteiupicd^ 
tijc author may be perniitted to declare. 

To Toft^'n ilir afperities of aigument, views of nature are interfneiTed* 
haw if the tornuu ihould carry the appearance of a lude entangled 
i''i* or of a fio\M']ing gloomy rccefs, llier*' may he Idme agreeable op^ 
'j and ligin.ome avenues, to admit a prolpeCt of the country : 

u IS a'wa\s arrayed in charms, and never faiU to plealc- 

rU'‘ author conrefT-^s a very pecuh'ar fondnefs for the amiable frencs 
*i > te ilion. It n. ' iv*refot e not at ail impiobahle, hut his excun'uxis 
t"'is topic nnty h* of ♦he difliilivc kintl, and his delctiptions 

hixuriai t. It is hoped, howevei, that the beuevo. cut reader wdl 
70- ,.!oc him in -I is fiivoui >te hcble. — If anv fliou^d Icv-l the lame | re- 
.)ig p'lirioo ;>''.rthe he. * -li of iMtlire, bis pidhhle thef*- jKjKjns 
, be i;ulni>(t. oni\ lo v xtn ie, but to uppiove the Eoj j ; ,n*cj 
>’ .\ take pan wn*! tlV' U'Vt', cv<ii la ojipohivOii to the « ran., 

b -irher to dixa-’f^v the v^i-ce. lket( hes of pi ilolophy oic introduced* 
' . V to be ui. u?i ll <H>d, and calculaled toent-nian tlie imaglnatioii, as 
to impiov^ t.r- More p^rt ‘('ularfy, to di pby the wjic* 

b^mencetJ d ^ -i' cl piovaiencc, in ti.e vano is apj) diaoccs and 
?i< 'jberle's pro-ii r ; .or.s of the rcaiciud woild. Neither jr- (hele 
z 'ks cjitOj/i'pcr toi^ig'i lotheuK'm point. Bui. as f.n ,)S I'-ewoml 
' .ejliOn iTtay Loinpoct with the nclics of grace, iiib.erve thw i'^encr^d 
caih 

t'' ihc choice of iny fubj^'fls — peopb' i .ive th'bred to !rc ;u 

in v> , <tganiil: the l.irinonab!«' anh pr don io'‘’n: Vi^es <d nie 

"i -^,,1 ■ppixrKnirl, would be ijke pickngg < ll t! e haves, sn tappnv;' 
a., iy tht twif s, Irom loriie over-grovs n and i fjx* i m tier. \Vaviut^ 
tins icilious aucl ineih^^ual Util,] wouldrathtt ] a ^ ti‘‘ a.\e a tf^e 
L' t the kt'owat.ge and io\ c of CKRISI' take [.i.-fc :o tl..* hc.uu j,id 
not oniy a few ol liie branches, but the whole bt'd)‘ oi hn wdl f.ili 
oacc. 

Some would hn\"e the autliorinfjft upon the rorJrientious M))rrrv.iti. 
on of the iabbath, lucidcate the daily w'oirui . o' GOD iii tiie fjuuiy, 
and urge a devout attendance on the public oibinuices of it l 
But wittn a perh:>ri is convinced of fin, and m.uie lenhbU' i f iinieiy ; 
when he has tailed llie good Wotd of (jOf) ■'’, ;'ud ft.cn h^ #auh ’ fic 
JjORD's CiiRlST i, he >/iil want no iolic itai.cn ui uiLiU rient, to 


f'K 


* >hh, vi. fi. 


1 kuk¥ 
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fhefc means of grace, and exercifc* of godlinefs* He will have juft thf 
lame tiitporuiori to them ail, as the hungry appetite has to wholcfome 
food, /Or the new-born babe • to the milk of the breaft, 

/ 

Others may imagine, that I havcnegletted the interefts of morality ; 
tecauft*, here is no prcf^ fTod attempt to delineate its duties, or enforce 
praftice.— Let thele perions reniei.ber, that mor-ilitv never makes 
fuch vigorous llioots, never produces luch o-^nerous fruit, as when en- 
grafted on evangelical principles. — And if I do not crop the y)ink, the 
a’ofe^ and the carn-uion ; ii 1 do liOt rather the p- acn, i he ne£^^vijipe, and 
the pine-apple ; and put th m mtomv aeadeiS hmd, for hislmmediate Ivi 
enjoyment : I am endeavouring to Tow the feeds, and plant the roots, 
in his garden; which, if ch.inihed by the favorable influence of hea- 
ven, will yield him, not an occafionai, but a conftant iupply of all. 

As feveral texts of feripture come under confideration, cnticifms 
upon the original are frequently fubjoined. In order to clear up fomc 
difficulties, to reftif'v lome miflranfl .tious, or point out the many deli- 
cate and maftcrly ftrokes, which occur in the Bible. — And glad ihould 
I be, fxtrenielv glad, if I might recomrnend and endear that invaluable 
b»ok. If, as the divine REDEEMER- rideth on in the word of truth, 
of mecknefs, and righteoitfnefs, this h md might Icaltera palm branch, 
or this performance might lie as a {Jowcrct, to iliev his way, and 
folemnize bis triumph. 

In the comTe of the difputation. I dire not funpofe, that I have dif- 
culled all tiie arguments, which iagacitv may cl. viie, or fophidry urge, 
perhaps, I have not remo' eii all the Icriiplcs, whicli miv awaken pre- 
judice, or cinhairais inregiitv. Thi.s, however, I nif^y venrure to affirm, 
th-it I myfelf have met with no confiderable tiSjecfion, winch is not ei- 
ther e::prcny aniwer.d, or virtually leluted, in thcic conferences. And, 
though I Uiould neither ialisfy nor fihnce the giinlayer, I /hall think 
my endeavours liappily em])loyeil, \f they may throw light upon the 
dim apprehenhon ; cftablilh the wavering faith ; or comfort tbe afilicl- 
ed confeience. 

If any fliould hinlehjuc or ridicule tbefe venerable tr'^h'', and exalt-^ 
ed privileges, 1 IimII only fay with my divine MASTER; O ! that 
thou hadfl kt'nwi), m this thy day, the things that belong to rhy peace ! 
but now they h’d, n is evident from luch a pioceclure, they are hid 
from thiue eye;i. — Should any, in the fpint of decency andcandoij 


* 1 F^i. (i. Thiif ron^parhon i*, perhaps, the moft c\a£f and expreflive, that wools 

jian form, or faiK '’ conccivr. Babca co\ct nothing but the milk the breaft* They 
iutlifTcrciif .ibom all other things. Give them riches, give them honor';, give them 
fvci yen* picjte, wnhoui iViis rich, dehemus, balmy nuinmeivt, they wiUnot, they cannot 
htt latuficd. — How hrcly docs this iIIuRrate. and bow lorcihly inculcate, whaiour LOill* 
Etie*, thefinglee)^, and the one thing needful! or, tlic ialutary do^lruie',, ?acl delightful 
pnviiegcsol ihi* g‘“tlpei ; togeihcr with that’ fiiprcine vi?iue for them, and undivided com- 
piiccficy in them, vyhich arc the dilUnjuiIhins ch$radcr of the cLulliau! 



tifher ftirtnew.or revive oU objeftictts;' I donW not, bti' tbevwill re- 
ceive both a du? examination sna-"a }.)ropei re;>!'/ A', tbefe doilrmcs 

enter into the vfry effence of tj|«P§bfpf), .aufi . j iflifine •,' r.h'iv of 

our religion, they can liever- wjitiit; a'fiifteffh^n of advocate-. ;<> io i.> as 
tbt fun and iTioon^^tHiurc*— >-Fut* my own part, T mu(l Icmvc to re- 
tire frorp t" e lifts, and lay down the weapons ert conttoveify^ V trail’s 
Unguage my jeioluttoh; 

D(iceJ!!m, expf^bo Numerti^i reddarque Tenf-bris, 

, The declarntibn is mild"-, not from any the leaft fdpicioa. that my. 
tehets are indffeiil’bl ‘ but becaufc f , vould 'appri:*e ray frivnds, and’ 
V't friendi of our co-timoii chriftlamty, that the htdd is ch ,u’ ^ul o;; rx 
fc r them to advance; that I tA others the- glorious comb.ir ; ;:,,d 

ft*,'' It con lent inyfelf with wiihing ihejh fucceh in the yianje ot ihr 
LORDa — Bccaufe, it hecc.nca a perCpn in my declining Rate, to 
more peculiarly intent upon vneountfenng a different adverfary ; whf> i.s 
furc to overcome, and never allows quarter. Yst^ l>y this word of my 
Teftinioiw, and by the bloori of the T.AMLi I hope to triumph eVen 
W'hcu I fall ; and to be more than conqueror, thrbiigh Ail my 

no hieoulnels, ^ . 

Should any thing he tirgt d, fore iblc enough th ovmhrow^ ray argu- 
ments, or <iet< 6f a milli^k’ iu mv I'entiments, the world ni<?,y depend 
upon kH*in,sc a fr-^e md sirr li lien* bled rctraflatton. look upon it 

as a duty, which I owr* to i.iy conlcieucc,’ to my rrad'ir.s, and to my 
OOD, pubjcly to a( koowh clc-e the err^U'.—— It ii o: c ilr.r. fo be hlrnt ; 
another to Be obPinate. A> 1 lhall iiiil- xiKlv adinu'e to jft'rll , I 
would, with -qTid Oc.a-.neis, u-nounre the laR. Though 1 ^vkhchaw 
from the fliik-c't p- ns nul of tongues, I fliali tak" rue to pu'h'rve a 
mind, evet acctfTihlc ro truth, ever open to couvulh'n, , A irind, in- 
finitclv more cnncen.t’ i ior the |>uptv aiul prolperUe of the ecerhiknig 
goipel, than lor the pievaicnce of my own opinion, f)r the credit ormy 
own performance. " 

As I h^ive th^ happinefs of heiu^ a member, and the honor of heingi 
a niJxiifter ot the reformed efUblifhed church ; 1 c^ninot but i ficct, 
with a pe<-uliar pieaisin, titat cvety ,;^ftrine^df nr,<e, nunnr^'Uie i iutlK^ie 
dialogues and leKers, is eitiicr io,, dur Tuui^'V, >bv.wed in oi:r 

articl^ or tauolu m our HomiUJes.^J^|t■'Jfford‘^ - ' 'rewiic feme degree 
of fatisfac^ipn to obkrve, that oi' u <" '^iitunent have 

been adopted by Miiton ; at^ 'ir|]^;«|r4Sr'ated into \vs ikTadU'e ;’lnd ' 
add digruTV to I’^c fi.hlimeft the woiUh Tm nave t- e h ^pseft 

nwxnaA authority, the of the nation on a writer’s lidz, 
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is no contemplible fupport. This muft furely give % fanftion, wbere- 
ever our religious eftabliniment is reverenc;jed^ or polite literature is held 
in repute. Yet even' this, the oracle of revjfla- 

tion, IS only like p. range of^cyphers, cotinc&ed with the initial figure. 
Which, were they detached, would be infignificant ; but, infuch a lub- 
ordination, are confiderable. 

Perhaps, it Ihouid be farther acknowledged, that I have not always 
confinedT inyfeir to the tnethodof our {yftematic writers, nor followed 
their train of thoughts with a ICrupulouS regularity. I would condnft 
Lmy hdlow-creature to the fupreme and eternal good, CHRIST JESUS. 
^Thave choien tfie path, which feeroed inoft agreeable and inviting, ra- 
tl^er than mdfl: beaten and ftequented. If this leads, with equal cer- 
tainty, to the great and defirable end, I dare promifc inyfelf an eafy cx~ 
cufe. However, that method and order, in the doftrinal parts of the 
plan, are not wholly negletlcd, the following fummary of contents may 
Ihew. 
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pentance, and good Works, recommended by the Merits ot 
CHRiSl' — rhi* shown to be a false Foundation. — No such 
'J'iilns as a good Wprkj tilj we aje accepted through the 

kedefmer. 

DIALOGUE Vill. 

Duelling — Animadvenions on the Practice — Spirituality 
and Extent of the Divine Law' — Infinite Purity of GOD. 

DIALOGUE L\. 

Curious Summer house — No Relaxation of the Divine 
I^aw, as to the Precept or the Penatty — Its indexible Strict- 
pesSi and principal Ends. 

DIALOGUE X. 

Theron’s last Effort to demolish the evangelical Scheme 
of Justification — Among other Objections, more refined and 
piau.sible tlxin the {)receding, he sircnuously insists, tha^ 
i'iUth is pur Kiglitcouanessr—Kcview of the whole 

DIALOGUE XI. 

Ruins of Babylon — Fine Passage from Mr. Howe — De* 
pravity and Ruin of human Nature, as they are represented 
ip ^pript,ure-r-Applied> with a View to determine the yet 
^^iQUsEht|tiiry. , ■ 
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DIALOGUE XII. 

Extremely ;tet Day- — A solemn shady B'nver — Tru'^ Me-< 
thod of dcrivine B«foejEit from the Classics — ^The wonderful 
Structure and CEconpmy of the human Body; 

DIALOGUE XIII. 

Walk upon the Terrace ~De0ravify pf human 
laid open, a »rl proved from Experience — Uties of the 
trine, and its Subserviency to the grand Point. 

DIALOGUE :C1V. 

Theron alone in the Flelis — Ilis Soliloquy on the Charms 
of rural Nature — ilis }?cdcrrions on the past Conferences 
— A'-iixi io rei/forces his Arguments for the fniputatiori of 
C! 1 ItlS S '.' Ri;4hrW;t:, n..ss — Recommends Self-Examination 
the Keevhn.7 of a I)i<iry, and Prayer for the enlightening 

SPlfUT Departs, under an Engagcnaent to correspond 

by Letter. 


LEiTER I. 

Aspasio opens the Correspondence with some important. 
Articles of Duty ; designed to Ihcihutc Self-Examination, 
and promote Conviction of Sin. 

LETTER II. 

Thcron, convinced of the Iniquity of his Life, and the 
Evil of liis heart, sees the necessity of a better Rigiiteous- 
pess than hi> own — Desires a farther Explanation, and a 
fuller Proof, of the Doctfligtie under Debate. 

LETTER III. 

Aspasio proves the Point — from the Liturgy the Ar- 
ticles the Homilies of the Cnurch ot England apd 

the Writings of the Fathers. 

' ' ■ ' : ,,, - 

tTMatpsra 

Acen. amL-.e -3 ■ 
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LITTER ly. 

\ Aspasio re-establishes the Tenet, from tJte Scrtptures of 

^ TOC Old Testamenr. 

't; 

.y.'i LETTER V. 

? '"is 

Aspasio relates a remarkable Panic — Terrors of the Day 
of Judgement — CHRIST’S Rigiiteousness and its Imputa* 

; largely demonstrated from the New Testament. 

LETTER VI. 

Tiierpp takes a cursory View of the habitable Creation 

; TTriac^lt the Perfections of Nature, through the Earth,, Air, 
aod Fire — — Admirable Construction, and advantageous 

^ects, of these Elements. 

■' ''i. 

LETTER VII. 

^ Aspasio takes occasion to display the no less admirable 

Perfection of CHRIS Fs Righteousness Its Principle — 

Extent— —Perseverance. 

LETTER VIII. 

" 'Aspasio describes a drought Majesty and Beauty of 

the Sun, after a Night of Rain — — ^^Thc meritorious Excel- 
s'Jencyof CHRIST’S Righteousness illustrated, from the 
Magnificence of his Works, and the Divinity of his pprson. 

. ' LETTER IX. 

* if, 

‘^heron’s Account of the Western Cliffs the Wonders 

#r!he Ocean — —and the Benefits of Navigation. 

, LETTER X. 

\ ^ ' ' I 

Aspasio enumerates the much richer Benefits, resulting 
the Imputation of CHRIST'S righteousness — ^Shews 
happy lnfia?nce,on Holiness of Heart, and Obedience 

■|f Eifc. , /'’"'‘iv ^ ' • 
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LETTER XI. 

Aspasio exemplifies the lasf Particular, in two very me- 
morable Instances — Especially, m the Conduct of Abraham* 
offering up his son Isaac. 

LETTER XII. 

Aspasio touches upon Union with CHRIST — How de- ; 
acribed in scripture- -Its blessed and glorious Kdects. 

DIALOGUE XV. 

Aspasio revisits Theron — Theron under Anxiet'T of spi- 
rit — Partly to entertain, partly to com'ort his Friend, Aspa- 
sio enlarges upon the Bounty, of the CREA FOR, both in 
the animal and vegeutok- World — The new Cfuivertisslow 
of Heart to believe l^erfect Freeness, with which the Evan- 
gelical Righteousness is bcsiowcd. 

DI.ALOGUE XVI. 

Harvest Scene — Phileso Gi. vr.s — Statues — Grove of 
Ever-Greens — CIIRISF 1 his R:^ n-oubucss fre«; tor sin- 
ners ; for the chief of sitn.Lf- , nierei - as sinners; without 
any good Q-ualifications whatevc’. 

DIALOGUE XVII. 

View of the Country, through a fine Vista — The Nature 
of Faith — Is an appropriating' persuasion — Assurance of my 
title, and a Personal Application, enter into its Esstnee. 

''' ''''I 

DIALOlStJE XVIII. 

A terrible Storm — Retreat to the Summer-house— Mo- 
tives and Em ouragrmci.ts to that most bkssed Assurance* 
lor which the loreg h -g Dialogue pleads— Some observati-,, 
ons on, what is usually called, the direct and reflex 
Faith. 'h l'. 



nJii coir^Nts 

DUtoaVK XIX. 

A 4ivewiN4- ^ro^pjstftMjuA^a^ 

tii^ Jgappiness— A4van|:&g«!s ^ 'CtetebrjitJon 

^i^o&pd artd iti alW ©fl^hapscxly*^ 

VHRIS i’’8 Righteousnesi aflplia4 to aVei*? Msof 
8fl4 every tltee pf Need, ' 
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X HE sun was fiercely bright, and the sky with- 
out a clot^d,-“Not a breathe fanned the woods ; not a gale 
curled the stream.-^fThe fields, exposed to all the fiery 
beams, were like a glowing hearth. — The little birds, over- 
come by the potent influence, lost for a while their tuneful 
notes. Nothing was heard in the garden, but the drowsy 
hum of bees, and the moan-like buz of winged insects. — 
All nature seemed to languish. The flourishing meads 
looked sickly ; the gayest blossoms began to fade ; the 
sprightliest animals, if not reposed under some cooling 
shelter, panted for breath, and hung their drooping lieaJs 
amidst the all-surrounding blaze and the most uusullcrable 
heat. 

Aspasio disappeared since dinner. None could tell 
whither he was go.ie. — ^Theron, as soon as the tea equipage 
w'as removed, took his way to the wood. Longing for toe 
thickest shade, he hastened to the centre. The avenue 
consisted of a serpentine walk. Which, alter hiving pre- 
sented )Ou with several species of plant., and sevcial de* 
grees of vereure, ends in a large circular area: not cover- 
ed with a Gr^l.ian or Roman temple, unmeaning imitation 
of Pagan idolatry ; bat surrounded with aged and princely 
oaks. The coalition of whose branches, threw over the 
gi^asssy plat a m ijeuic rural dome j and their unpierced 
Foliage imbrowticii Ihe noou-tide hours. 
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In the midst, and feleyatcd'ori a-^uafe b'a^j^^as# ' 
representing the venerable Elijah.^in a 
— -with Ills hands stretched out, and 
His attitude, his air, his eveqrv fea*urei| 3 «itli^|^i^ 0 |t':fi 
comment on those strong. ea^^eHc exprfissidnS' .titr^^^ 
ture ; lake hold on GODf / 

pour out your hearts J.T-^On pne side of th^/^ 

destai, were engra\>«n the^Friests' hiF Baal ; in frantic emo- 
tions calling upon their smseless JJdity j and slashing thdm* 
ing themselves with unavailtpg ' wpupds.—On t|te- dti^er, 
was exhibited,' in basso-reJiev6^the: adoring Tishhife:"s alfarj 
his vktim burning with fire from the LORO, Oven While 
the Water ran from every limb, and overflowed the trench 
below. ■ 

A remote cascade tumbled from a craggy rock. The 
very stream, lilce its master, seemed in haste to . escape 
from the intense and raging heat. With hurry and impe- 
tuosity, it rushed into tins grand harbour. But licre, im- 
pressed, as it were, with the unexpected solemnity of the 
scene, it suddenly checked the tumultuous w:iv '. And, 
having just saluted, or kissed the skirts of this revered spot, 
turned aside into a most sequestered path. As sonic heed- 
less trifler, v^ho bolts unawares into the royal presence, 
ftands struck with reverence and awe, or retires with pre- 
cijiitance and confusion. 

1 he deep gloom, shedding a kind of night, even ' when 
tlic sun glared in- the sky— ‘Not a whisper stirring, among 
JO many millions of Jmves; and all their warbling natives 
hushed in silence. The sonorous toll of the distant cas- 
catlc, and the tinkling chime of the nearer rill — The pro- 
t^^nd adoration, and fervent devotion, which lived in theV* 
Imeaments oi tlie impassionated stOiie^All these cirodm-' 
li^es rendered the place, peculitrlly pensive an^ augp|ff' 
¥|fi^t‘tnuch unlike the antientlpt^rto,- where holy-neopilfe'' 
wiitlidrew from the giddy the bustling . 

ennoble their minds witli stip^e contemplation 
they bid a temporary adien';'t<)!,th« tumultuous worlds i# 




f Psal. Ixli, 8, 
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gay impertinence j in order to maintain . a rhore uninter- 
rupted, comniUoibn with that Mighty jBEING, xoho sitteth 
npdii the atclc of the earthy and the ihhubitants thereof are 
as f(rassAappers before HIM 

Welcome tci Therori, was the shady bbtirer ; welcome 
the cool hSpectj and the niuaical flow of the water; but 
more w^elcome than all, was the sight of his friend. Who 
lay reclined at the foot of an oak ; with a book half open 
in his hand, and his eye fixed upon the statue. 

Thef . I know not, Aspasio, whether I must make an 
apology, for breaking in upon your retirement ; or call you 
to an accbUnt, for depriving the ladies of vour company at 
the tea-table. 

Asp. Indeed Therori, I have been so much delighted-' 
With the place ; with the alluring companion in my hand \ 
and the commanding object before me ; that I scarce ob- 
served, how the tirrie stole away. I flatter myself, if you 
will take a seat by my side, and share my entertainment ; 
you will be more inclined to excuse, than to aggravate my 
fault. 

Ther. Is lully then (for I observe his name on the vo-* 
lume) your alluring companion ? And can such a devoted 
admirer of the biblc, be so highly charmed with a Heathen 
classic ? — St. Augustine somewhere declares, that, though 
passionately fond, before his conversion, of Tuliy’s wr^t- 
ings yet, after that memorable change, he could no long- 
er relish those once admired compositions; because they 
vyere not sweetened, as he expresses himself> with the 7 nel- 
iifltious name of JESUSi 

Asp. I am far from pretending to such an exalted pitch, 
of devotion, as that seraphic hither attained. I can spend 
a vacant minute on the delicate odes of Horcfce s I can 
taste a refined entertainment in beautiful poem i 

and not be chagrined, Ihough I find no mention of tny 
saviour.— -B ut wheri { h$ar a sermon, or peruse a rg* 
%wus tfeaitse, which bbtrows neither dignity nor charrrti 

Z z 
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from that amiably Md glorious name, I own myself ex- 
tremely disappointed. without the offices,, the merJtSi or, 
the grace of CHRIST, the sermon and the treatise appear 
as defective, as a body that is neither adprned vvith the head, 
nor enlivened with the heart. ^ - 

Ther. I suppose then you cultivate ah acquaintance with 
the Grecian and Roman author;:, in order to improve your 
taste, and polish your style. 

Asp. These, and, 1 am apt to think, more considerable 
advantages, may be derived from a proper application to 
their works. They may serve as so many shades, to .set (;ff 
with heightened lustre, the beauty and glory of the sacred 
oracles. 

• While I peruse Plato's ornamented page, or listen to 
Cicero's flowing periods, I am somewhat like the person, 
who amuses himself in a gallery of painted Jlowers. He is 
pleased with the curious creation of tlie pencil. But, hnds 
none of that delicious fragrance, nunc of t’nose breathing 
sweets, which meet him in the garden, and reg-de his sensu 
from the blooming parterre. — So, here are brilliant senti 
ments, and a florid diction ; delicate touclies of wit. and 
bold strokes of description. But no discoveries ofCIlRIST 
JESUS — no displays of his ineffable love— no overcures of 
reconciliation with the blessed GOD, Nothing to yield us 
solid comfort, in our present state ; or onwjojjful cx];ecta- 
tions, with regard to the approaching eternity. 

Besides ; when I conv'^erse with those, celebrated geniuses 
of antiquity, who were the most erroneous, and the most 
judicious — the most judicious In their taste of polite litera- 
ture ; the mo-U erroneous, in their apprehensions of invisible 
things i the} shevv me, what they never intended, the in- 
^pressible need of revelation. They teach me to set a 
,,|yj^icr value on that inestimable gift. 1 bless the distin- 
■;#ip$’|iing goodness of Providence, • 'vhich has cast my lot, 
Athens, but in IMMANUEL’s land,— .1 say, with 
yonder and gratitude — “ Why did not my heritage lie in 

those seras of religious dotage ? Why did not my heri- 
“ tage lie in those regfons of barbarism and delusion ? 
“ Why am not I burning incense to idols ; paying senseless 
y' adoration Jo sculptured stone j or worshipping, with de- 
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“ tQstible cerethonies, a set of lascivious, debauched, and 
“ scandi^OUS peities,” Surely, Theron, from every peru- 
sal of those yplumes, attended with such a reflection, we 
shall see the Utmost reason to magnify the tender mercies of 
our GOD ; tchereby the dqy-sp'ing from on high hath visited 
us*, and brought ps, out of^ darkness into the marvellous 
light of the gospel. . . 

Permit me to mention another benefit, which may result 
from an occasional correspondence with those masterly 
writers — The streams may lead us to the inexhaustible 
fountain. Lead us to admire the only wise GOD our SA- 
VIOUP, who lias given such a shining vein of ingenuity 
to his rational creatures. As I read their works, and am 
chrtT-me i v.-ith their beauties, I would frequently reflect-^ 
“ It tin- es'ays ot a finite mind, and the compositions of a 
moriai pen, yield, yield such high satisfaction ; what un- 
known delight liiust arise, from an uninterrupted com- 
mu: ion with infinite wisdom? To stand — not at the feet 
“ oi ' ioincr, and attend the flights of his elevated imagina- 
lion — Xot in llie presence of Solomon! and hear the dic- 
tates ot !iis sagacious soul f — but, to stand in the courts 
“ oi the I.ORD. and before throne of the LAMIJ. There 
to contemi'date, without any interposing veil, the coun- 
sels of his unerring Providence; to have the mysteries of 
“ his redeeming lo''e, laid fully ojicn^^to our view ; andre- 
“ ccive the bi ightcst manifestations uFhis amiable, his ado- 
“ rable, his unspeakable attributes ?” 

'/’her. These are advantages, truly desirable, and equallv 
obvious. Methinks, it $urj)riu:s me, that I should so mucli 
as propose tliem ; and grieves me, that I should so long be 
deprived of them. A view to such very superior impjmc- 
ments will, I hope, render my future intercourse with ihose 
favourite authors, still mure agreeable, and abundan;tly 
more beneficial. 


• Luke i. 73. 

+ Happy, $ays the Queen of Sheba tn Solomon, arc thy men, and hnpnv thc>c il v 
vv h’ch stand oontiiuially bclon* and' hear thy wisdom, ? Cmoh. 7, 



tejt nje askj p^sage was vft%^gt,ng fmt ^tenr 
tjop, fhjs afternob'f •? ' ' ■', '■/■ ' ’ 

The grpat Orator’s treatise* the 

i ikf Divine SEI^G. That part-espj^fci'allyi which proves 
Jiis existepoe aqd perfections, from the” foripatiop of the 
bumap hody/*" ■ ' ‘ 

T/ier. Don’t you perceive, that the Orator is almost as 
deficient,' in the'knowledge of his subject ; as he is mistaT 
ken, ‘in his ideas of the Supfetn.e CJ^U§E?~Th.e e^qiiisitje 
contrivance and inimitable workmanship pf the human 
/rame, were, ' ip those early ages, bpt dimly discepied. It 
was the ptfahey pf anatomy: when the very professors had 
juj^aely bad the qualifications of a mpdern pupil. Many 
jOf the received nptfons, were childish ; almost all of them 
.superficial ■ 

"" 4?pr Wll my Theron then entertain me with a more ac- 
curate description of this wonderful structure ? 

Tjier, How cppjd you take occasion, Aspasio, from the 
bint I dropped, to conceive any such expectation ? It is one 
thing tp di?COver, another to correct, what is amiss. Many 
spectators can point out an accidental defect in some cele- 
brated statue, or a small indelicacy in some yaluable piece 
pf pajn.ting ; who a^e absolutely incapable of retouching 
jthe one, or supplying the othen. Remember the cobler and 
'.^pehes ' 

-Asp. I remember' the story, but without relinquishing my 
request. No j since we arc fallen upon this point, I can- 
not, 1 had almost said, I will not dismiss it, till I am favor- 
ed with your explanations and reqiarks. — Especially, as you 
have made this branch of science, a part of your amuse- 
ment ; and not without the advantages of anatomical dis- 
jj^tionsi ^lyiiereas, I have very seldpm applied my thoughts 

^ formeri and never had aq qppprtunity of being pre- 
latter. ■ 

me also observe, that our very situation favors, or ra- 
suggests' a |opic of corivers^ion. This deep ^mbovvey; 


♦ As some iwiIJ teat a loss to understand the meaning 6 ( thii hint, I refer them 

^ ^c^ory, o|'4i!%©0Mcr an4 Apelles, j 

Cf'! r , . V'j- r'’ ^ ^ tc " ' 
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ing shade has jdrawn a curtain betwedh us and the world. 
All Jhe fine prospects of the country are excluded. We 
•hav^ scarce any; thing left, but ourselves, to contemplate. 
Arid shall this! be the only theme we neglect ? 

77jm It is somewhat preposterous, I must confess, to 
pry into the recess of libraries ^ to ransack the cabinets of 
the virtuosi; and carty our. search through the whole com- 
pass of external nature. Yet overlook the far more sur- 
prizing curiosities, which abound in the composition of our 
own bodies. The rarities, the mysteries, the miracles, in- 
laid or locked up in these cabinets of flesh and blood. 

Since you insist upon it, my observations, crude and ex- 
temporaneous as they are, shall submit, themselves to your 
judgement. Provided, you will be content to receive, only 
a few of the outlines, and nothing like a finished draught. 

Asp. Let me just hii.t, that the more circumstantial your 
account is, so mueh the more welcome it will be to your 
friend, and so much the more honorable to our common 
CREATOR. Let me also remind you of Galen\ dcclara- 
tion : which, as it is judicious and important, will, 1 hope, 
induce you to enlarge your plan, and give full scope to your 
imagination. — “ 1 liose treatises, which display the trans- 
“ cendent excellencies of the great CREAl'OR, compose 
" one of the noblest and most acceptable hymns. To ac- 
** quaint ourselves with his sublime perfections; and*point 
" out to others his infinite power, his unerring wisdom, his 
“ boundless benignity ; this is, according to my opinion, a 

more substantial act of devotion, than to slay hecatombs 
“ of victims at his altar, or kindle mountains of spices into 
“ incense — Theron, after pausing a few minutes, thus 
resumed his discourse. 

TTier. When some master-builder undertakes to erect a 
magnificent edifice, he begins with the less decorated, but 
jmore substantial parts, 'fhose which arc to support, or 
^hose which are to contain the rest. This order, if you 
please^ we wifi follow, in CQnsidering “ the earthly house 
;V of OiiV tabernacle f.” 


* «*e u<a paii. 1.1^ III. '■ i Cor, Vj'?. 
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First> You hav^p system of bones; cast > variety of 
moulds ; enlarged of contracted into a variety cf 'sizes. 
.All strong, that the/ may coihmodiOosly bear the’ ma- 
chine ; yet light, that they may not encunnbef or clog the 
isnimal. Some continuous, arid solid throughout. Soiric 
bored with an internal cpity, , to contain the moistening 
marrow; and ixrfdrated' with exceedingly fine ducts, to 
admit the nourishing vessels.— Insensible themselves, they 
are covered with a membrane* of exquisite sensibility. 
Which warns them of the approach, and secures them 
from the annoyance, of any injurious friction. At the 
, same time, it preserves the adjoining muscular parts, from 
being trotted in their action, by the hard and rough sub- 
stance of th'e bones. — Their Jigures arc alw'ays most pre- 
cisely fitted to ’.heir uses. They are generally larger at the 
extremities, than in the middle ; that they niay be joinetl 
more firmly, and not so easily dislocated.— The manner of 
their artkulafion is truly admirable, and remarkably vari- 
ous: yet never varied, without demonstrating some wise 
design, and anr,\vering some valuable end. Fiequently, 
when two are united, the one is nicely rounded, and cap- 
ped, with a smooth substance; tlic other is scooj)ed into 
a huilow of the same dimensions, to receive the -polished 
knob ; and both are lubricated with an unctuous iluid, to 
yield the readiest rotation In the socket. 

The Jeet compose the firmest and neatest pedestal ; infi- 
nitely beyond ail that statuary or arcliitecture can accom- 
plish ; capable of altering its form, and extending its size, 
as difierent circumstances require, llcsides performing the 
office of a pedestal, they contain a set of the nicest springs; 
which place tlie hotly in a variety of gracelul attitudes, and 
•quality it tor a multiplicity of advantageous motions. ^ For 
, 'ibe decent step, and the 'stately stride; the dance which 
. .svyim,S|-and the race we run.— llte undermost part of the 
.ityel, and the extremity of the sole, are shod with a tough, 
bjsensible, sinewy substance, 'fhis we may cal^ja Isirid-bf 
natural sand&l. It never wears out ; never wanis repair ; 


The rcnc.vteiioi . 
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and always prevents tliiat undue compression of the vessels, 
which the wc%ht of the body, in walking or standing, 
might otherwise occasion .~'l'he legs and thighs y are like, 
'^tri^antial* and stately cplthnnsj articulated in such a man- 
ner, thajt they adibihister most commodiously to the act of 
walking; yet obstruct not the easy posture of sitting. The 
legs swell out, towards the, top, with a genteel projection ; 
and at(b wrought off, towards the bottom, with neat dimi- 
nutions. Which variation lessens their bulk, at the same 
time that it increases their beauty. 

The ribs, turned into a regular arch, are gently move- 
able, for the act of respiration. Tiiey form a secure lodg- 
ment for the lungs and the heat • which, being some of 
the most distinguished and important organs of life, have 
their residence fortified by this strong semicircular rampart *. 
— The baddmie is intended, not only to strengtlien the 
body, and sustain rnost capacious store-rooms ; but also 
to bring down that communication of the brain, whic.. is 
usually termed the spinal marroio. As an open chanel, it 
conveys, as a well-dosed case, it guards this vital silver t ; 
and, by several commodious outlets, transmits the anima- 
ting treasure, into all the ii.t'crior parts. Was it only large 
strait, and hollow, it might have served these several pur- 
poses. But tl'icn the loins must liave been intlexible, and 
every man impaled ('not by the executioner, bat by nature'i 
on a stake co-eval with his existence. To avoid which, it 
consists of very short bones, closely knit together by inter- 
vening curtilages. This pecuiiarity of structure prevents 
dislocation ; and gives the main pillar of our frame tne 
pliancy of an osier, even vvlule it retains the firmness of an 
oak . — By this means, it is a kind of continued join' ; capa- 
ble of various inflections, without bruizing the soft, me Ju- 
lary substance, which fills its cavity; without inteiccpting 


, * ,T1m>u fenced ine, seenred my reward and vital parts, with bones and sLrtews' 
i'ecioris, Virgii*s cKpressjon. ’ - 

■f Th's is supposed to be th< pait, which Solomon dc^enbes by the silver cord : and is 
a com, un accunpa ol «t,s shap; : liltt fikilvcr. on 4 cc<i tnt ot iictolou'j 
fccclcs. xii, C. t , 
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the nervous fluid,' Which is to be detached from this grand 
reservoir ; or ditfttiiishing that strength, which is necessary 
to support all the upper stories. — A fornaation w very pecu- 
liar in any other or the solids, must have btecjti' attended 
■ with great: inconveniences. Here, it is unspeakably ser;^ 
viceable. Is, both for workmanship „ahd situaftbrtjj a mas- 
ter-piece of creating skill, never enough to, be admired. 

The arms, pendent onieithef side, >re exactly propor- 
tioned to each other ; that the equilibrium ot the structure 
may npt be disconcerted. These, being the guards which 
defend *, and the ministers which serve thy whole body, 
"are fitted for the most diversified and extensive operations. 
Firm with bone, yetnot wdghty with flesh; and capable 
of performing, with singular expedition and ease, all man- 
ner of ushfuj motions. They bend inwards, and stoop 
downwards ; they wheel about, and throw themselves into 
whatever direction we please. — To these are annexed the 
hands ; and all terminated by the fingers. Which are not, 
like the arms, of the same length, and of an equal bigness j 
but in both respects different. AVhich gives them a more 
graceful appearance, and a much greater degree of useful- 
ness. AVerc they all flesh, they would be comparatively 
impotent : were they one entire bone, they would be utter- 
ly inflexible. But consisting of various little bones, and a 
multitude of muscles, what shape can they not assume? 
What service can they not perforin ? — Being placed at the 
end of the arm, the sphere of their action is exceedingly 
enlarged. This advantageous situation realizes the fable t)f 
Briareus ; and renders a pair of hands, as serviceable as an 
hundred. — T he extremities of the fingers', are an assemb- 
lage of tendonous fibres, most acutely sensible. AVhich, 
notwitlistanding the delicacy of their texture, are destined 
ty almost incessant employ, and frequently exercised among 
lagged objects. For this reason, they are overlaid with the 
a sort of horny expansion : which, like a ferule, hin- 
the flesh from being ungracefully flattened ; and It^a 
: i^y^th, preserves tlic tender parts from injurious impmsstOillfi. 


* Called, in Solomon’s but elegant sketch of ftitatothyi ThtKiep&t ^ i^ 

Ecclcs.-Xiu 3. ' ^ 
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genius caii\^;<ieviser'or 

wfjicH oftkn .eiitj&itained our eyes, in 
yonder sohtary walls .; itf Vfenfdr tf^#, mdodious\ruuvI 
Sn "ow ad^esses our eatei froiin' the .summer-house 

the and turn ■ 

adiusuh^ dome, and 

aajust the commodious ap^artdfl^nr. Architecture, with ail 

her striking ^auties, and all;fier rich benefits, are the cre- 

hnn^ tb -^be strength of tite 

hand, the tallestfirs fall, to tfie ground, atid' the iSrgcst oaks 
descend from; tile mbuhfains. Fashioned by the dexteritv 
ot the hand, they jgcom^odate the sailor with a 
yare/idi/sf’,- and circulate, from Brifaitz to Japan, the pro- 
ducliohs of nature, and the improvements of art.— Obedi- 
ent to the human hand, metals ascend from their subterra- 
neous beds; and comi.ose the most substantial parts of rhat 
curzoiis machine,^ wliich transmits far and near, to the mo- 
narch s palace, and to the peasant’s hut, such treasires of 
kno\. ledge, as the gold and crystal cazinot 

Among the Egyhfians, the hand was the symbol of 
strength: among tne l{omans,\t uas an emblem of fidelity: 
ana l tnink, it. may, among all nations, be looked ujion as 
te ensign of aulhoz’/ty. It is the original and the univer- 
sa sceptre; that which not only represents, but ascertains 
our ominion,' <wer all the elements, and over every crea- 
hough Providence has not given us the strength of 


3 — jrii ^ivcu US luc sircnmn or 
e horse, the swiftne^- of the greyhound, or the sagacious 
scent of the snaniftl.r 1... *1 .j j _ 
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t Job 3t,xviii, 17. 



•■SiS.i''' DIALOGJJES.'.'wjH;' I::-;'' 

‘.a** ''■■'ll'"' ' n'Jt, , ' .. I 
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,^MKt hands ha.v^j%U;nd out a whiereby. inej^. can dive 
to the bottom (^ Ine oceans .cab. 
the, earth } >nd, reach frorn .shb](b,;;!fp' shore* . 
hands caojtaanagejthe wings olf the wipd v ca.|^„ them- 
selves with the Vage' ;qf the fire.; ^nd press into their, ^rviee 
the forcible impe.tp&ity of eminent is 
the dignity! howyextendve’ thc.a^enpy of the, hand 1 :,it 
would require more eloquence, than .your. orator possessed, 
to display the former,; and more -bhgps, th^n your book 
contains, to describe the latter.; — tloW greatly then are we 
indebted to our indulgent GREA 7 C)R,for accommodating 
us with this most useful, this' most distinguishing, this inva- 
luable member! , ... 

Above all, js the head; a majestic dome, elevated on 
the neck, and designed for the residence of the brain. It 
is framed in exact conformity to this important purpose ; 
ample, to receive; strong, to uphold; and firm, to defend, 
what is the origin of all our sense and all our motion. — As 
the head resembles the gewerary tent in the army, or the 
inonarclis palace in a city ; it has a communication esta- 
blislied with all, cvcfi the most inferior and remote, parts 
of the system, It has outlets and avenues, for the ready 
di.si’atch of couriers to all quarters; and for the reception 
of speedy intelligence, on every interesting occasion. It is 
furnished with lodgments, wherein to post ccntincls of va- 
rious cliaracter.'g and appointed lor various offices. — To cx- 
jieditc theif operations, vt hctlicr tlicy are emplpj'cd in re- 
coniiwitriiig what ])asscs witliont, or examining what claims 
rtdn'i'fance within ; the wlitdc turns upon a curious pivot, 
nin-it nicely contiircd, to alli.rd the largest and freest cir- 
cumvolutions. 

his stately CHj)h<i!, is screened from heat; defended 
from cold ; ;inJ vtr,- much beabtpcd,:by a copious growth 
..pfiiair. \Vliieli (jov\ s flown frpbi the .parted Ihfi^lqck in 
l^ecent cur's; and hangs, mantling on the che^ksbiblli^t^' 
fog ,011 t'.ie shoulders. — A decoration,* incomj^i|ait‘*.vbfo^^* 


1 ^It d ■ner^vstHI'tg 'hi''" ^ 

MV. i:fb ' i 
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tleli-cate, kny dr atlt' the' ordeiis df know 

]iow t6 comj|dle,; ah<J'So |jferfeci^Jy’'^J,i'|ht, that k no way in- 
cumbers, i|i|fr^ahy ty'ay i'Jjfcdmrriwes tne wearer, 
.'^Jhile^any ahimal^'W ground : while all of 

them^^alp^^tte in thefir posture, or their aspect: the atti- 
tude of Wan is erect;.*:^;WHidh is by far the most graceful; 
has ah air'ofdignityj ahd bespeaks superiority, and is suited 
to the post of cothihtlhd.iS^^tt is by far the most commodi- 
ous; enables us ko'shtyeV the universe, and contemplate 
the heayen^jj;fitS';^^ prosedution of every grand 

Scheme, 'anii™cilkktes,; tlW all our extensive de- 

signs.^ — rt;isJ;:KkeWise attended with the greatest safety; 
being/ if h'bt 'I^ss than aity pther position exposed to dan- 
gers, yet more happily Contrived to repel or avoid them. 

Asp. Maji'.ithibt lik.b"ise remind us of our exalted ori- 
ginal, and' bur Siiblirhe -end ? Our original, which was the 
breath of the ATLbiJiGH^Y, and the spirit of the MOST 
HIGH. Our end, which' is not the soil we tread on, or 
any of its low productions, but the heaven of heavens, and 
the things that are above. 

But not to divert from our subject; which, in my friend’s 
manner of handling it, is as entertaining as it is instructive. 
— The bones {to carry on your own allusion, are (Uiiy t!ie 
rafters, the beams, the sliell of the living eJidec. Yon 
have raised the walls, and laid the floors. You hare made 
the proper divisions, and left the necessary apertures. But, 
in every finished house, the rool is covered, and the rooms 
are wainscoted. The sashes arc hung, and the doors turn 
upon their hiriges. Tne gratis are fi\ed, and t'le stairs 
ascend. Within, the lodgings are funushed i without, (he 
front is ornamented. All is rendered commodious fur do- 
mestic use, and graceful to riie external view. 

Tiiis likewise is ,cxc\.uted by the sovereign, the 
divine A R'riFICER.-^'ller^e are ligamcnrb; a tough apd 
{iffphl^rrairgciiterit of 'dbres ; to unite the several limbs,; 


Two of fat nobler shape, erect and tall, 
CndKkc crerf ! w tb native honor clad, 
-ii) rrabed nmjt .ly seem’d lordi of all. ^ 
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Avbaf;:^^til’2.o’|^cMse(l^^^ a'-j^isiSSited un'vyeil- 
|6y ; . a sy^em. 

fcfeftw«ap_ ^ th^; fle^^hjr 

;„: Arteries, thfe riyera . 

';''of’the';prganizcdv'^ptrQ^plisJClSp|i^Vp|^hjch''a 4 ^pd;|^ 
'';bfaa'|';.'.'btflers spread- lbe|p^'lv^",p^y|t‘‘'pe, ''sbp^^pi^s ,;/ sj^C 
''extppd,.-t 6 the' arh)s: ,SQtae,d'e|Scej^^;tq.^'e>ieet 
:;'ing split, as they; go, me 

jistreets, the alleys, and,.eve.iry.j,i^i'Vid«|l;.AMtt^^^ 'the 

vital city. — ^Thgse, being wide at thciz qri^fi^OTcl les^n- 
they branch thernselyes, phect tbestapiCim 
,the bbiod. To sp^tain..tl^is^shop|,fthey , with 

, uncon 111)11 strength: by petfpriTltpg: '.^rvic^^^ they 

oblige the crimson current td,iyi.ss!:' 1 h^ :tbe narrowest de- 
files, and distribute itself intip;aU,,ppafters.-^T^ blood, 

(^thrown from the heart dilates the arteries, and their own 
clastic force contracts them. By which means they vibrate 
n proper places, very perceivabl\ agaiicst the finger; bring 
ads ires of the utmost importance to the physician; and 
very much assist him, both in discovering the nature of 
diseases, and prescribing for their respective cures. — The 
larger artcri .s, where-ever the body is formed for incurva- 
tion, are situate on tlie bending side : lest, being stretched 
to an improper length by the inflection, their dimensions 
should be lessened, and the circulating fluid Retarded. — 
They are not, like several of the coasidetable veins, laid so 
near the suriace, as to be potrusive of the, skin ; but are 
deposited to a proper dc]>th in the flesh. And, generally 
speaking, the larger their size, tlie deeper is their situation. 
|i|^hich renders tlicm more secure from external accidents; 
g^d enables them, like a maimpipe lodged in the center 


*; ^ The Intestines, ?re fasteneit loesch other by the moseiitcry. The 

WojCaviLitts by the mtfdUstinum. Both which. are rerkonud among 

+ A human body -was , called by the ant'cnts. the microc;ofim,; that m 

joimatnre.", abrld^mcitl or epitome, of th-.t u. convi-mcntshd^uscful^tij^j^plilt is 
^ilrgant arid pajcitic, in the whole iystcitJ of criated things. ■ >1™/ ' 
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of ^ easily an^i'" 

\mor© ‘.^f^h'pfe's,' ',; ‘ 

riesilitimns of :■ 
disco, *npose me. most.;’: 

•?eda^i|wa ', ’^isfigd^j'^nP i cdMnt^Hanee.— ? 

fhicli runs-through 

, the 4je trfj® it , observe several m ills 

those places, if not 

eatitcly ^pped,.d^Sj'^4,w|y y^y slowly, lo consequence 
of would b.e sunk, dry, >' 

and fhe'.qj^^t;\qde8^j^s,^^llo'^fe'dv mtO; a .$0,o,d. To obviate 
■both th^'^i^cp'b|l&1^fl®^s^‘lbi^-s}Tot« are 'p which, 

j:arrying}bff' tbe sqrchk^ge^i.pirevehba glut^ aftd sup- 
ply .the ■ blanks bbjfb'yv 'p' «!f'; ... '.; ; ;, . ■ , ' ; 

In those, body ate most liable to pros- 
sr.fe, maclbtbe same ^pedietJt takes place. The arteries 
iimsciilate ; or^reaVm^' iritq a nev^ track, they ieich a lit- 
tle circuit, inwde'r .to return "and conimunicate’ again witli 
die main road. So that, if any obstacle blocks up or strai- 
tens tiie direct pusbage j the current, by diverting to ti.is 
new channel, etnih's the impediment ; tnalntaius an unin- 
terrupted fiow ; and soons regains its wonted course. 

Veins are ap|V/inted to receive the blood from tiie arte- 
yi- s, and recoiivey it to the heart. — -Small at their rise, and 
enlarging as they advance, they are void ot any pulsation. 
In the e die pressure of the circulating fluid, is not near si 
forcible as in, the arterial tubes; tor . which reason, their 
texture, is considerably slighter. S.ich an exact oecunoiUist 
Is nature, even amidst ail her liberality!* 

In many, of these canals, the current, though widening 
continually, and acquiring a proportionaoie increase of 
graviiv, is obliged to push its way against the perpendiea- 
Jar. lly which circumstance, it is exposed to the hazard 
pf falling back, , and overloading the vessels ; if not of sup- 
pressing the animal motion. 


h pvallcl instance: of frugality is observable in the arteries. Whose coats are sptia ' 
as tiie ciiaipeiel' of the vessels bcconics smaiJer, and the pfetisai'e of the blood; 

':'l5‘eaker. 
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t — t- . V . ■ p^irntr luc auff- 

I rented Wf^hrj;and 

! ■' !c'e{>tacle. , i"^i»s-;auScJ}iajry th^h 

^ .bJdod is coiistrain'cd:'ta'‘dJi|3|®‘:lt!tis*^ ^he 

" steep; sscOTt,, ' Ww!d'''i)4*: 

heedless. ■ ;■ ; ■■; ■ ..' -'‘''r-,,- ,;' 

, "'■ ]||ere are glands, who^'^ici^ce iC‘fs,|"t&%ltrate:Me passing 
Each df these gliiftas Vessels, 

corfiplicatcd and intefydlyi^^ witft^'seefninV jJ^fusion, but 

, Hvith perfect regularity., ' , •; '- •'> ' ' •' 

As some kind of sieves trahWpit the dust, and retain the 
corn 5 others bolt p^t tho nteal^arf^; hold ■ ' bran j 

so, some of these, gJandulous strainers clranV OfiT the finest, 
others .the groisest parts of the blbodf' Some, like the dis- 
tiller’s alembic, subUmafe;* oth^^, like the eOtnmon sew- 
ers, rtefirc-a/e f. Each fbrirfsh secreti'On, far more curious 
than the most admircd'bperations of clu-mistiy j while all 
are necessary for the support of liic, or conducive tp the 
comfort of the animal. ’ ' - 

.NiUbcles, wove in nature’s nicest loojn; com[)Or,od "of 
the slenderest fibres, yet endued with incredible strength; 
fashioned after a variety of patterns, hut all in llie highest 
taste for elegance, convenieney, aiul useful ness.— These, 
with thcir^tendcins annexed, cc.nstitute the instruments of 
motion. The former, contracting their ‘substance, operate 
like the pulley in mec'nanics. 1 ho latter, resembling the 
cord, are fastened to a bone, or some partition of Hesh : 
and, following the muscular contraction, actuate flic ])ait 
into which tiiev aie inserted. I'his, and alf thcir functions 
they execute, not like a sluggish beast ot burden, but 
;iquick as the lightning. 

Nerves, very n imite tubes; derived from fite brain, anti 

^Vhich gliding 


* The glasilulous suhitanceof the bilaili; which secretes tlic animal spiiriifft, j.v • 

T' lidrteys._ The former of whVl. separates the gall. Ihc IStteKid&M 
. t.uid, \¥h*®h, tsutg sufficiently known, lurd r.o' be narjic^. ' .i 
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into the tpqi^jslesj, sets tjijem on ,w6rK;y;dIffusb the power , 
of sensatiop tlirpUgh; t)ie '^ody j ;,pT> '^hrhjng from any im- 
pression to the soul. 

---Vesii^|s^^' dist^jnded’ i^ unetious matti^p in some 

places <5;^ppse:-^''softfciis^||p!(|i^^^^^^ j in' "other p'laces, 

they fil^Wl^ery^C^}ties;' her inequalities. In- 

, wurd/yi they supple the seV^ral moVeih6;.ts of tlVe active 
machine. Oiifziiaf'jdlj/, they render ' its appearance plump,, 
well-proportionecl, and.gracefuh ' 

It is said of the virtuous wbrnan ; aSIic is hot afraid of the 
smiu for lir)\ . hotisehoid fjor ail. her ho^usehold are clothed 
xvitli scarlet*-, or as we read in the margin, tv it fi double 
garmcids'\.' Whether the'adhiitteJ or the ejected transla- 
tion is best, I am not a competent judge. But that the 
ever bountiful GOD has, .jn this most warm, comforrable, 
and secure manner, clothed oiir vital parts, is an undoubted 
fact. One of slhe two garments, the flesh, has already 
been examined. Another, the skin, is still to be' consider- 
ed. This is a kind of surtout, exactly fitted, and superin- 
duced over the whole. Like our LORD’S vesture, it i.s 
witliour seam, iroui the top throughout. It consists of the 
moat tli licate net-work ; whose meshes J are minute, and 
whose tineads are i| multiplied, even to a prodigy. — d'he 
rneshes so itiiniite, that nothing passes them which is discern- 
able by the eye; though tiiey discharge, every moment.' 
myriads and myriads of suj>er!laous incumbrances from t’ne 
body. The steam, arising troni the warm business trans- 
acted within, is carried otl by these real, though impercep- 
tible funnels §. d'his evacuation constitutes, what we usu- 
ally call, insensible perspiration. — TIic tlireads so multiplicecl 
that neither the point of the smallest needle, nor t!ie incoin- 




^ jt*rov. fli. + .See Gfd, vi. 19, 20, 

^ The Poms fA lilt* Cuticuia. 

I Tlic ncivtjus fibres, and oLher vessels of the cutis, 

are sprpewhem piettily styled nitancous chimiues ; and 90 wonder the^' < te rdt- ’., 
' l^t&ptibie, i'l, a suV"i«* gram of Sdh.i, will covor no ■ 



ev^ thfl^vlsibte iahcet 
t'Mi^but ';eaiijjmg ani 
‘W^^y^Aehs'atioJl;'' j^idofS'^'J, con^quen^y, 

, .'vyqj^nqingi' ' ^y'iti ■ a pdactiit^i ■ b’otli a 

■■jaerye^nd'a Wiji':f'. ''X ' ''T''' 

y-. thi^ 

''0ub'f‘^||jafent'cbat,''j^|fii||^ llittnafl structure; those 
pa^t^„i&S^ipijitl,y,^ wMicJi“^r4;tbb^':'dbn'^i^^^ and intended 
■\ wn&t, and 'the taper arm, 

' .th|y .yantgbte ' w an Util'a;^ of Mining sapphire, d ney 
;^e^ vermilliph over the lips,-}:; and plant nxses in tlje 
.cheeks; ^hilq,th€ eye; tinged ^ith glossy jet, cr spark- 
liiig with the' blue of heaven, is'ltxed in an orb of polished 
crystal J. lasotnoch that the eairtVily tabernacle exhibits ti’c 
nicest proporriohs; and displays tlie richest graces; Such, 
nice propofiwns,' AS afford the most correct inodel for statu- 
ary and architecture, such I'kh graces, as the canvass never 
bore, as painting imitates in vain- 
Asp. H *vy just in itself, and ho\V pertinent to our pur- 
pose, is that well-known acknowledgement of the sacred 
and royal anatomist ; •* I am airioifs/ij roroiighf ! d'hcre is 
“ a variety, a regularity, arid an elegante, in the texture 
“ of my body; in the formation and arrangement ot these 
“ bones and muscles, these veins and arteries resembling 
“ shall I say ?— -rati icr, infinitely surpassing, the most cosl- 
“ ly and admired pieces ot embroidery.” PLven those, 
which were wrought under the direction of inspired wis- 
dom; and Compose tlie rich sacerdotal vestments |t, or the 
grf;nd and sacred ornaments of the tabernacle §. 

It is one of tnc finest similitudes, which the whole circle 
of poiite arts coukl aflord. And, as used by tlie Hebrew 


} * ' h ',rV' ; '* A blood-vessel at least* 

^ thread of st.jil ‘t, Cant iv. 3 . Likca thread fot their delicate shapfi ; 
of scarlet for their’glowiin- colour. , k' ' 

t Solomon has compared the eyes to the fish-pools in llcshbon. A compariwm' as 
as It is nobjifi. v - ' 

Iv v,,« ’ 'X'-' ' ' ■ 

V ; II xxviiu'"39. § Exod. xxvii'q 6 . 
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Poet as referring to the venerable embellishments of the 
sanctuary, receives a pecqKar dignity. Yet every cqmpari^ 
son, fetched from the perrorniances of mankind, must ne* 
cessa'fily debase the matchless Subject. — All the enrichments, 
which the needle can give,orth^ most splendidstlks receive, 
are rude, are coarse, -are mere sack-cloth, when set in op- 
position to the consummate perfection of the fleshly web. AS( 
indeed all the celebrated palaces, amphitheatres, tempks,< 
which ever adorned the most magnificent cities in the world, 
arc but ? heap of confusion, if compared with the symme- 
try and beauty of the bodily fabric. — And, what is ^yond 
measure .marvelous, all these wonders of mechanism atid 
decoration arose — not from the purer elements — not from 
the more refined parts of the creation — but from dust, dust 
of the si'ound* How easily, Thcron, can that stupendous 
vVRTIFlCER renew our hearts and transform our souls 
into his own image ! Who could raise such delicate and 
majestic edifices; the blooming countenance, and the 
graceful mien ; the fine turn of shape, and the enchanting 
harmony of features ; could raise them all from particles — • 
despicable particles of the trodden soil! 

I could not forbear interposing this remark. Because it 
tends to manifest our CRh^ATOR’s glory, to encourage 
our hope;, and strengthen our faith. Otherwise, I. should 
angry with myself, for interrupting your discourse. — ■ 
Pray, go on with your description of the animal oeconomy. 
On’y let me observe, that such a course of incessant action, 
must exhaus! the fluids; must waste the solids; and unless 
both are supplied with proper recruits, must gradually 
weaken, and at length totally destroy the machine. 

TTier. For this reason, it is furnished with the organs, 
and endued with the powers of nutrition. — Teeth ; the fore- 
most, thin and sharp ; fitted to bite asunder the food, or 
cut f off such a pprtion, as the mouth can conveniently 
manage. 

D 


♦ The LORD GpD foimcd man of the dust of the ground, Gen, U, 7, 
f Called therefore, inoislri, 
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, ,, The hindermost, broad and strong; indented, like the 
surface of a mill-stone,*^ witk ^^all cavities, a,nd jagged 
with little asperities.* Which qpalify them to grind in pie- 
ces, whatever is transmitted to their operation. 

Were the teeth, like our other bones, covered with the 
. usual membrane, the act of chewing would always occa- 
sion great uneasiness; and, when any hard substance is 
eaten, might even lacerate the tender tegument. Were 
they left without any sort of covering ; they would suffer 
from the inclemencies of the air, and be liable to the pene- 
tration of liquors. In which case, they must soon become 
soft and unfit for service, or be corrupted, and entirely 
perish. 

To guard against these disadvantages, they are curiously 
glazed, or ovetlaid with a neat enamel ; as white .'.s ivory, 
and harder than the bone itself. Which renders them an 
ornament to the mouth ;f secures them from various inju- 
ries ; and exempts them from pain in the office of mas- 
tication. 

• As the rims and cushions of a billiard-table, keep the 
ball from flying off? and send it back into the green area, 
for .repeated essays of skill; so the lii)S prevent the food 
from slipjfing out of the mouth; and, assisted by the tongue, 
return it to the renewed attrition of the grinders. 

While the lips, in concert with the cheeks, are employed 
in this work, their motion compresses the circumjacent 
glands; and, from innumerable little orifices, a thin pellu- 
cid liquor J exsudes. Which moistens the attenuated food, 
and pre])ares it tor more easy digestion. 


♦ Styled accordtncriy — W e neither ol these kinds in tin; new-born balif. 

As milk, is, for a t otisick I. ' c timr ti. appaunt food, teeth would be ol no service to 
lo tb« infant itseil As Jt i to pu the tender inpple for this milky .siistenaiu-c, teeth 
wotlld be |>Aintul and pujn > tin. nuisc. Theretorc nature has postponed the foi- 

these fine iinpieiiii 1 they become both accessary and beneiicidl* 

, tThis f^TnatP^tal furniture of the mouth, is, in tho ^jrand oucntal manner, described 
fcy Soloinwi/ Tfiy t«t*tb are hke a flock, of sheep, tiiat aic even shorn, which come up 
from the w'UliiQt';, Cant. iv. 


J The saliva or spittle. 
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'^Vlien the mouth remains inactive, ^these fountains are 
closed. But, when it is exercised, either in speaking ©r 
eating, their moisture then being peculiarly -necessary, they 
never fail to give out a sufficient quantity. 

When the soldier charges his carbine, the cartridge could 
not make its way to the bottom, without the protrusion of 
the rammer. Neither could the food which we receive at 
the mouth, descend, by the force of jts own weight, through 
a narrow and clammy channel, into the stomach. To ef- 
fectuate therefore, and expedite its passage, muscles, both 
straight and circular, are provided. The former, enlarge 
the cavity of the throat, and afford a more easy admittance j 
the latter, closing behind the descending aliment, press it 
downwards, and finish the deglutition. — Before the food 
enters the gullet, it must of necessity pass over the orifice 
of the wind-pipe ; consequently, must be in no small dan- 
ger of falling upon the lungs. Which would, if npt en- 
tirely obstruct the* breath, yet occasion violent coughing,* 
and great inconveniencies. 

To obviate this evil, the all-foreseeing CONTRIVER 
has placed a moveable lid, or hung a cartilaginous draw- 
bridge. f Wlien any the smallest particle of food advances 
to the stomach, this lid is pulled down and shut close ; but, 
the very moment the morsel is swallowed, the cover, in 
stinctive as it were, springs up and leaves the passage open. 
By this two-fold artifice, the important passage is always 
barred and made sure, against any noxious approaches ; 
yet is always left free for the necessary accession of air, and 
commodious for the purposes of respiration. 

When the maltster prepares liis grain for the transmuta- 
tions of the hrewhouse j he saflers it to lie, several hours, 
steeping in the cistern ; before it is fit, to be spread upon 
the floor, or dried on the kiln. 

*rhe meat and drink likewise must remain, a considerable 
time, in the stomach j before they arc of a proper consist-. 


* This Is w'hst we experience, when, in eating or drinkingj ^ny thing goes (ai iS 
and net imptopuly said) the wrong way. 

+ Calicd the Epiglottis. . , ' ' ■ „ 
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5nce.and temperature, either for the tender coats, or the 
lelicate operation of the bowels, - 7 -For which purpose, that 
preat receiver is made— r-strong to bear—capacious to hold 
'f-and so curiously contrived, as to lay a temporary 'em- 
bargo* upon its contents. Here, they are lodged in the 
very center of warmth, and concocted by the most kindly 
:ombination of heat and humidity. Here, they are satu- 
rated with other- fermenting or diluting juices ^ and arc 
Icheaded, as it were, by the motion of the stomach, and 
compression of the neighbouring parts. So that every the 
minutest fragment is separated ; the whole is reduced to a 
tenuity, abundantly finer than the exacfest grinding qould 
effect} and all is worked up into the smoothest, most 
nicely mixed pulp imaginable.—Froin hence it is dislodg- 
ed, by a gently acting force; and passes, by a gradual 
transition, into the cavity of the intestines. ' 

Near the entrance' punctual as the porter in his lodge, 
waits the gall bladder ready' to transfuse its acrimonious, 
but Salutary juices, oh the advancing aliment.' Which 
dissolve its remaining viscidities; scour the passage of the 
intestines ; and keep all its fine apertures clear. 

This bag, ‘ as the stomach fills, is elevated by the disten- 
tion; as the stomach empties, is proportionably depressed. 
The former posture brings on a discharge, the latter' occa- 
sions a suppression of the bile.' It is lurnished also with a 
Valve, of a ' very’ peculiar, but most convenient form;:(; 
through which the detersive liquid, cannot hastily pour, 
but must gently ooze.— Admirable construction! which, 
without any care or consciousness of ours, prohibits an im- 
moderate effusion, yet ascertains the needful supply. 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious fluid, the nu- 
tritive mass pursues its way through the intestines. Whose 
'meanders, are incomparably more curious and wonderful. 


is quite eontrary to the oeconomy of the gullet; though Uicy arc not onlji 
yj'Ctch' other, but a continuation of the same tube. ’ . : ' ‘ ' ' 

margin of thr liver; and to Stcrete the 
^ suppojw^ to bfr the prmCipal ule ot that largest of glands, - ^ * 

m" AspiiaHorm, ' ' ' ’ ^ 
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than the rpazes of the Da:dalean labyrinth. They are act 
tuated with a worm-like or ondulatory motion j* which 
protrudes the received aliment, and forces its fine milky 
particles into the lacteal vessels. These are a series of the 
most delicate strainers; ranged, in countless multitudes, all 
along the sides of the winding passage. Each so nicely 
framed, as to admit the nutrimental balmy juices, and re- 
.ject the gross excrementitious dregs. 

Had the intestines been strait, they must have been 
short. Then the food might have gone through and esca- 
ped, without resigning a sufficient quantity of its nourish- 
ing particles. Therefore, this grandest of all the vital 
ducts, is artfully convolved, that it may be greatly extend- 
ed : that, it may afford nature an opportunity, of sifting 
more thoroughly whatever passes, and of detaining what- 
ever may serve her purposes. 

Lest such lengths of entrails, should be entangled among 
themselyes, or Bfe* cumbrous to the vyearer, they are packed 
iiito the neatest folds, and lie within a narrow compass. 
They are at least six times longer, f than the body which 
contains them. Yet are they lodged,* not crouded ; in a 
part, not in the whole region, of the lovycr belly. And 
amidst this small space, have sufficient room to execute the 
nicest and most important functions. 

Though the alimentary substance can never mistake its 
way ; yet it may, through some accidental impediment, at- 
tempt to return backward. In this case, a valve inter- 
venes; and renders, what would be extremely pernicious; 
almost always impracticable. 

vVs the whole proceeds in this serpentine course, it is 
perpetually sending oft' detachments of nutritious juices. 
In consequence of which, it would lose lt^ soft tempera- 
ture ; might become rugged, and pain the- tender parts ; 


* Styled vermicular or peristaltic. 



' t According to this calculation, they must measure, in a pretty tall 
tjiirty-six feet —The substance of the bowels, though thin to a delicacy, is strong 
Wonder. The skin of an ox-^ut, J am told, will endure the blows PI 
hammer, for mouths; u^y for several years* 
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perhaps, he hindered from sliding on to its final exit. To 
prevent sw h an obstruction, glaiKls are posted in proper 
places, must discharge a lubricating fluid ; which aids the 
progress of the masS, and renews the secretion of the chyle. 
Till all that remains of tlie one, is clean drawn off; and 
the other — but here you ipust excuse me-, and for riiy peg- 
lect of farther parlicuhirity, ypur author shall make an 
apology i Quemadmoduni autem reliquw cibi dcpcljaiitur, 
turn astringentibus sc intestinis, turn' relaxaptibus, hau4 
sane difficile dictu cst : sed tamcn pr^tefeiipdprtii.e^, : ne. 
quid habeat injucunditatis Oratio. ’ ' 

The chyle, drawn off by all the secretory orifices, is car* 
ried along millions of the finest ducts,* and lodged in se- 
veral commodious cells. f As a traveller, by baiting upon 
the road, and taking proper refreshment, is better qualified 
to pursue his journey; so the chyle, diverting to those little 
inns, is mixed with a thin, diluting, watery substance ; 
which renders it more apt to flow, and more fit for use. — 
From hence it is conveyed to one common receptacle,^ 
and mounts through a perpendicular tube. Wlicn provi- 
sion 6r ammunition is transmitted to an army, it generally 
passes under an escort of able troops. As this mtiky fluid 
is the immediate support, and juincipal nouri,-.hment of the 
whole system, its conveyniice is guarded w ith singular 
caution. 'I'hc perpendieular tube, not having sufheient 
force of its ov. n, is laid (oiuiguous to the great artery j 
\vhose strong pulsation dri\es on the creeping fluitl ; ena- 
bles it to overcome the steep aM cnl, and unload its preci- 
ous treasure at the very door ol the heart. — Here, it enters 
the trunk of a huge \eiii, most eonvenii iitly opened lor its 
reception. It enters in a slanting or oblkjue direction, 


* Fincmdccdl .s 'V: il-rir tlito’iTli wliicii they admit tlic rliyk*, are not dis- 

coverable even" by the very liest inictosrojjes. 'To tins prodi^Tiously nice construclicn it 
iS' owing, that enters ihr tf the blood, Inu wliat is smaller than the 

aiteriei in the sy.sfcm, diul theicby i tied to p;‘ss tUroUjili the finest capvUary vetJ- 
Without causing any obstruction. 




-■sV ' 


f The glands ol iho uu'sentery, 

,,, $' The rcccp‘a:nJ«m xhyli ; a reservatory, pl.icul near the left kidney. 
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By this method of api)roaeh, it avoids thwarting, and coin- 
cides with the purple streamj which, instead of obstructing, 
its admission, expedites its passage; sCnd, instead of being 
a bar to exclude it, becomes a vehicle to waft it. — Its en- 
trance is farther secured by a valve, whose ministration is 
doubly serviceable : shutting the aperture against the re- 
fluent blond, in case it should offer to obtrude itself ; but 
opening a free, safe, and easy avenue, to introduce this 
manna pf nature. 

The blood, through every stage of its ample circuit, ha- 
ving sustained great expences ; being laid under contribu- 
tion, by every gland in the whole system ; and having 
supplied myriads of the capillsfry vessels, with matter for 
iivlens ble perspiration ; must be very much impoverished. 
But is most opportunely recruited, by this accession of 
chyle. — Yet though recruited, it is not reffned. lu its pre- 
sent crude state^ it is absolutely unqualiffed to perform the 
vital lour, or carry on the animal functions. Therefore, 
by a grand apparatus of muscular fibres, it is wafted into 
the lungs; and pours a thousand, thousand rills into either 
lobe. 

In the cells, the spongy cells of this amazing labratory, 
it imbibes the inlluciicc;, ol the external air; its heteroge- 
neous pan,-, are thoroughly incorporated ; and it,j whole 
sub.aancc is inad.e cool, sroootli, and florid. — 'I'lius impro- 
ved, thus exalted, it is rraubiniited to tlie lelt ventricle of 
the iiK.v'jT; a strong, active, indetatigablc muscle; placed 
in tlie very center of the system. Impelled by this beating 
engine, part shoots upward; and sweeps, with a bounding 
impetus, into the liead. fhere, it impregnates the prolifid 
fields of the brain ; and forms those subtle Sfiirituous dews, 
which impart sense to evt:ry nerve, and communicate mo- 
tion to every limb Part flows downward ; rolls tlie reek- 
ing currcnl tlirough all the lower quarters ; and dispenses 
the nutrimcntal stores, even to the meanest member, and 
the minutest vessel. . _ 

Observe, how the stately thames, and the rapid rhine, ' 
refresh the forests and the groves-; water the towns, which :< 
croud their banks ; and make the meadows they intersect, ; 
laugh and isi.ng. So, only with an incomparably richef b 
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duid, and with infinitely more numerous streams, this hu-* 
itfan river laves the several regions of the body. Transfu- 
sing vigour, and propagating health, through the whole. 

But, how shall ,a stream, divided into myriads of chan-, 
nels, and pervading innumerable tracts, how shall this be 
. brought back again to its source? Should any portion, 
like your lake-waters after a land-flood, deviate from their 
course, or be unable to return— putrefaction would take 
pla'ce— a nuisance would arise — death might ensue. There- 
:l^re the all-wise CREATOR has connected the extremity 
of the arteries, with the beginning of the veins. So that 
the same .force, which darts the crimson wave through the 
former, drives it through the*latter. Thus it is reconducted, 
without the least extravasation, to the great salient cistern. 
There played off afresh, it renews and perpetuates the vital 
functions. 

Where two opposite currents would be ijn danger of clash- 
ing, a fibrous excresence interposes * ; which, like a pro- 
jecting pier, breaks the stroke of each, and throws both 
into their proper receptacle. — ^When the wafture is to be 
speedy, the channels either forbear to wind in their course t» 
or to lessen in their dimensions |. When the progress is to 
be retarded, the tubes are twined into various convolutions ||, 
or their diameter contracted into a narrower size. — Modeled 
by these judicious rules ; guarded by these wise precautions ; 
the living flood never discontinues its interchangeable tide } 
but, night and day, whether we sleep or wake, still perse- 
veres to sally briskly through the arteries, and returi^ foftly 
through, the veins. 

Such astoni.shing expedients are used, to concoct, digest, 
assimilate the food ! To convert it into Chyle — to blend it 
with the blood — and to distribute both through the body ! 


* ’ In tb^ painty where the streams, from the vena tava vnd Vena ascendens, xneet« 

, + In the great artery which descends to the feet, 

^ In every intei val, between all the rastiihcatlons. 

1 |n the vessels, which carry the blood to the brain; which form Uic viscous etcrii 
Indeed which cohstitute all thoglanda* 
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By means of which, the animal constitution is nourished 
and maintained. In youth, its bulk, is increased ; in age, 
its decays are repaired ; and it is kept in tenantable ^'ondi- 
tion tor the soul, during the space of seventy or eighty 
years. 

These are a few, and but a vert/ ferv instances of the con- 
trivance, regularity, anti beauty, which are observable in 
the human frame. Attentive enquirers discover deeper 
footsteps of design, and more refined strokes of skill. Dis- 
cover them, not only in the grand and most distinguished 
parts, but in every limb, and in every organ : I may ven- 
ture to add, in every fibre that is extended, and in every 
globule* tlrat flows. 

I low various is the system of the body! Various, 
in the substance, as well as in the shape, of the several 
parts ! yet all wrought of the one and the same original 
mass ! — Is it not strange, that the very same speck of mat- 
ter, should spread itself into a lining of skin, and swell in- 
to beds of flesh ; should be extended into soft sinews, and 
hardened into strong bones ; should here be impenetrable 
as the solid rock, there be transparent as the finest gause ? \ 
— Is it not exceedingly strange, that one and the same 
scrap of simple uncompounded materials, should form the 
columns and the ralters; should compose the aqueducts and 
reservoirs; should he sufficient to execute both the masonry 
and the joinery: in short, to constitute the shell, the iurni- 
turc, and all the ornaments, of the complete edifice in the 
world ! 

'Fhe systeni I observe, thongb various, is uniform. 
Ami (st the greatest multiplicity ot parts, the most perfect 
subsists. No one hin.fers, but each assists, the operation 
of another ; and all conspire to the benefit and preservation 

E 


* The •'(tremc mimitenest of the f^lobulcs, which foitn the red part of our bloody i* 
one exemplification, of ilux reniarL If, as. Mr. Lewciihoeck computes, every giooule 
be xjjOOO times smaller than tha smallest grain of sand. 

+ Rock, gause — this is particularly observable, in construction of ihc teeth) and Uie 
.composition of the gunUi 
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of the whole. — Most judiciously has the great apostle 
touched this subject.' most happily has he applied it, to il- 
lustrate the reasonableness, and enforce the practice, both 
of personal and social duties, of private content and public 
concord. 

. 77/e bod;^, he observes, is not one member, hut a many. 
To each of which some peculiar arxl needful office is as- 
signed, So that the foot, though placed in the lowest or- 
der, and destined to serve on the very ground, has no rea- 
son to reckon itself a worthless outcast ; or to say. Tie- 
cause I am not the he ad, I am not of the body*. Neither 
has the //ctfrf, in its exalted station, and amidst its honora- 
ble functions, any cause to despise the inferior limbs ; or 
to say, with contempt and sclf-sufficrency, I have no need 
of you. — If there were no feet, what would become of the 
locomotive faculty? Or how could the body convey itscrlf 
from one place to another? If there were no hands, what 
should we do for the instruments of action ? Or how could 
the animal frame be defended and accommodated? — Nay, 
the parts, which seem to be less honorable, are ncccssar)'. 
Kven those, which form the sediments, or throw ofl' the 
dregs, are of the last importance to life and its comforts. 
Should those be obstructed in their action, the most raging 
torfnent ensues; should the obstructions continue, death i> 
the inevitable consequence. 

. By this wise adjustment, there is no schism in the body; 
no separate or interlcring ends arc pursued by the mem- 
bers; but the safety and suj»port ofcacli arc tlie one undi- 
\ ided care of all. 

Thus should it be among men, and among Christians; in 
the civil conmmnity, and in the catholic church. There 
is in both k subovdinahon ot persons, but a concatenation of 
interests. For whicli reason, a general agreement should 
lake place, and a mutual subserviency to each other’s 
welfare. 

■ dTe meanest have no cause to be dissatisfied with their 
"condition ; but to acquiesce in the unerring disposal of 


I Cor. xii. 12, 
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Providence, and chearfully contribute their share to the 
common good. 

The highest should condescend to men of low estate ; 
and maintain a regard for the. well-being of the poorest, as 
that which is intimately connected with their own. — In a 
word j cacti should feel a tender concern for all ; rejoicing 
in their happiness, and studying to establish it ; sympathi- 
zing with their miseries, and endeavouring to relieve them. 

1 am sure, my Thcron will be jileased with this fine 
comparison, used by the apostle ; and adapted to purposes, 
at once so noble and so benevolent. Especially, as it re- 
ceives additional propriety and force from his own obser- 
vations. — Hut I have one more enquiry to make. 

Your system, though organised, though endued with a 
principle of motion, and furnished with the powers of nu- 
tri/ion, is still destitute of sense . — The creation abounds 
with objects, fitted to yield the most refined entertainment. 
The sun impurplcs tlic robe of morning, and stars bespan- 
gle the curtains of night. Flowers ot silver wiiiteness, and 
of golden liistre, enamel the ground. Fruits of all radiant 
hues, and of every 'delicious taste, hang amiably dangling 
on the boughs. 


Airs jlso, vcTiul airs, 

Bivatliino the smell ol held and grove, attune 
Tire ticmhling leaves. 

Bat we beer ot no capacities, formed for the enjoyment ol 
these various delights. Withmt which, the breath of 
fields must lose its reviving iragrance; the whispering 
grove must degenerate into sullen silence; and nature 
book of knowledge, all fair and instructive, be no better 
than a vast unmeaning blank. 

Ther. 'riiereibrc, the great CREATOR, profusedly 
gracious to mankind, has made us a present, an inestima- 
ble present of the senses. To be the inlets of innumerable 
pleasures, and the means of administering innumerable 
advantages. 

High in the head, bright and conspicuous as a star in 
the brow of evening, is placed the eye. In tins elevated 
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situation, like a centinel posted in his watch-tower, it 
commands the most eplarged prospect. — Consisting only 
©f simple fluids, inclosed in thin tunicles, it conveys to our 
apprehension all the graces of blooming nature, and all the 
glories of the visible heavens. 

How prodigiously wonderful ! that an image of the 
est mountains, and a transcript of the most diversified land- 
scapes, shall enter the small circlet of the pupil! — How 
surprisingly artful ' that the rays of light, like an inimitable 
pencil, should paint on the optic nerves; paint in an in- 
stant of tinie ; paint in their truest colours, and exaelest 
lineaments, every species of external objects I 

The eye is so tender, that a slight accident, scarce per- 
ceivable by some other parts of the body, woidd be very 
•injurious to its de’icate frame. It is guarded therefore 
with remarkable circumspection, and the most solicitous 
care ; with a care,' evidently proportioned to its nice tex- 
ture, and extensive usefulness. It is intrenched deep in 
the head ; and barricadoedy on every side, with a strong 
fortification' of bones. 

As the incursion of the smallest fly would Incommode 
the polished surface, it is farther defended by two substan- 
tial curtains, hung on a most, slender cartilaginous rod. 
’Which secure it, not barely from blows, and troin any 
hurtful attrition, but also from every troublesome annoy- 
ance. 

In sleep, when there is no occasion to exercise the sense, 
but an absolute necessity to protect the organ, these cur- 
tains spUntaneousli/ close. At any time, they will fiy toge- 
ther with a motion^ quick as the alarm of fear, I had al- 
most said, quicker than thought itself. At all times they 
are lined with an extremely fine sjKmge,’'^ wet with its 
own native dews. AVhich lubricate the eye-ball ; oil, as it 
Were, its wheels; and fit it for a course of unwearied acti- 
vity. — At the end of this skinny mantelet (if I may use 


^ Tlws gUndula lachrym^’is and its ducts; openinp; on the inner part of iht eye-lid, 
«ivd secreting the fluid, which Thcron calls bis od; because, itinigates the eye-bail, and 
facilitates its motion. 
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the military style) is planted a range of bristly paUisadoes.^ 
Which keep out the least mote ; ward off even the strag- 
gling atom ; and moderate the otherwise' too potent im- 
pressions of the suh-beams. 

Tlie hroxvs are a kind of natural pent-house, thatched 
and arched with curious wreaths of hair. The thatch lies 
as smooth, as the linen that is neatly plaited, and newly 
ironed. It serves to divert the sweat, from trickling intQ 
the eyes, and offending them with its brine. The arches 
are so finely coloured, and so elegantly turned, that they 
set off the whiteness of the forehead, and bestow additional 
grice on the whole countenance. — Because, in our waking 
hours, there is almost an incessant cali for those little orbs, 
they run upon the finest casters; rolling U[)wards or down- 
wards, to the right-hand or to the left; with the utmost 
speed, and with equal ease. Which circumstance, added 
to the flexibility ikf the neck, renders our two eyes as use- 
ful, as if the whole body, like the living creature in St. 
John's vision, was full of eyes before and behind.'^ 

The ear consists of an outward porch and inner rooms, 
with tools of the most admirable contrivance and finished 
workmanship. The contrivance and the workmanship in- 
comparably nicer, than the designs of Palladio, or the ar- 
chitecture of Solomon’s temple ; though the former were 
drawm from the magnificent monuments of Rome, though 
the latter was built in the taste of heaven. Yea; so con- 
summately nice is the structuie of this organ, that GOP, 
tlie only wise GOD, is not ashamed to be called its arti- 
ficer. He that planted the ear,\ is to be found among the 
titles of the exalted JEHOVAH. — In one very remarkable 
peculiarity, this minute fabric resembles that sacred edifice. 


* The hairs, which arise upon the extremities of the cyc-lash, fjrow only to a rertaiii 
convenient length, and never stand in need of cutnng — 'J’hey arc not flacid and pendulous, 
like »hose of the head ; but stiff and prominent like bristles. The hrtl sort would b® 
|roub]esOi»c, the last is beneficial. 


f Rev. iv. 6. 

J The psalmist uses the word planted, to describe the situation of the ear; and the 
word' formed, to denote the structure of the eye. In both which cxpittstonij there 
seems to be the utmost propriety and the greatest delicacy. 
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the porch being loftier* than any other part of the 
building., • 

The porch, I call that semicircular lodge, which stands 
somewhat prominent from the head; and is — not soft and 
sinkmg as flesh, lest it should absorb the sound, rather than 
promote the repercussion ; not hard and stubborn as bone, 
lest it should occasion [)ainful inconvcniencies, when we 
repose ourSelves on either side — but of a cartilaginous sub- 
stance, covered with a tight expansion of skin, and 
wrought into irregular bends and hollows. Which, like 
circling hills, or surrounding rocky shores, collect the wan- 
dering undulations of the air; and transmit them, with a 
vigorous impulse, to the finely stretched membrane of the 
tympanum. — The ainute, or narrow entry, is secured 
from the insinuating attempts of insects, by a morass (shall 
I say r) of bitter and viscous matter: disgustful to their 
taste, and embarrassing to their feet. — 'The liaimner and 
the anvil; the slisrup and the drum ; the winding laby- 
rynths, and the sounding galleries; these, and otlics pieces 
of mechanism, all instrumcotal to the power of hearing, 
are teyond description curious. 

Amazingly nice must be the formation, and inconceiv- 
ably exact the tension of the auditory nerves! since they 
corrcspoijd with the smallest tremors of the atmosphere, 
and easily distinguish their most subtile variations. With 
the gentle gales that Ian us, or oven witli tlie ruder blasts 
that a.'Sault us, those doiicare strings arc but little itilectod. 
Whereas, they arc porloct unisems with tliose fine, those 
significant agitations of th.c air, whicli the acutest touch is 
unable to discern, d'hosc living chords, tuned by an Al- 
mighty hand, and ditiused through the echoing isios, and 
souprous cells — those receive: the impressions of sound, and 
propagate them to the brain, 'rhese give existence to the 
charms of music, and reciprocate the rational entertain- 
ments of diseour.se. i hc'^e treat my Aspasio with the me- 
lody of the woodland choirs, and atTord me the luperior 
pleasure of my frienci’s conversation. 


* Compile 1 Ivipgs vi. a; with 2 Chron, iii. /. 
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The eye perceives only the objects that are before itj 
whereas, tiie ear warns us of transactions, that pass above 
us, behind us, all around us. — The eye is useless amidst 
the gloom of night; and cannot carry its observation, 
through the bolted door, or the closed window-shutter. 
But the ear admits her intelligence, through the darkest 
medium, and the minutest cranny. — 'i'he eye is upon dutv, 
only in our waking hours; but the car is always expand- 
ed, and always accessible: a courier, which never tires: 
a centry, ever in his box. — To secure a resource, in case 
any misfortune should disable oni* of the hearing or seeing 
organs, our all-gracious MAKER has given us dupllcaU-s 
of each. 

As there are tremulous concussions impressed upon the 
air, discernable only by the instruments ot hearing; there 
arc also odoriferous particles, waited by the same aerial ve- 
hicle, which are perceivable only by the smell. — The nos- 
trils are wide at tht bottom, that a large quantity of efflu- 
via may enter; narrow at the top, that, when entered, they 
may close their ranks, and act with greater vigour. — Fine, 
beyond all imagination, are the streams \Vhich exhale from 
lelid or fragrant bodies. Tlie very best microscopes, which 
discover tliousands and thousands of animalcules in a drop 
of putri.hed water, cannot bring one individual, among ail 
these evaneseent legions, to our sight' They sail, in num- 
berless sijuadrons, close to our eyes, close by our ears ; yet 
are so amazingly attenuated, that they elude the search of 
both. Nevertheless, so judicioudy are the olfictori/ neti 
laid, and so a'diullv their meslics sized, that they catch 
these vanishing fugitives. i l;cy catch the roaming jver- 
funies, which fly o!i' from tlie opening honeysuckle; and 
lake in the stationed sweets, wlheli hover round the ex- 
panded rose. Tliey imbibe all tlie balmy liagrance of 
spring, all the aromatic exhalations ol autumn, and enable 
us to banquet even on the invisible dainties cd nature. 

Furnished as we arc with these several organs, 

IsJot a brei'ze 

Fliv^s oVt tilt meadow, not a cloud iinbilits 
The setting sun'i eiiulgciUL. i ‘-'i n Mnna 
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From all the tenant’s of the warbling shade 
Ascends, bui whence our senses can partake 
Fresh pleasure.* 

Another capacity for frequent pleasure, our bountiful 
CREATOR has bestowed, in granting* us the- powers of 
taste. By means of which, the food that supports our bo- 
dy, feasts our palate ; first, treats us with a pleasing re- 
gale ; then, distributes its beneficial recruits. — The hone 
bedewed wdth oil, whets the razor into the utmost keen- 
ness. The saliva, flowing upon the tongue, and moisten- 
ing its nerves, quickens them into the liveliest acts of sen- 
sation. 

This sense, is circumstanced, in a manner peculiarly 
benign and wise ; so as to be a standing, though silent 
plea of temperance. Without recurring to the vengeance 
of GOD, or the terrors of eternal judgment, it is a power- 
ful dissuasive from irregular and excessive iiidulgencies. 
Because, the exercise of sobriety, sets the finest edge 'on 
its faculties ; and adds the most poignant relish to its en- 
joyments. Whereas, riot and voluptuousness pall the ap- 
petite ; blunt its sensibility ; and render the gratifications 
extremely languid, if not perfectly insipid. — I'he sight, the 
smell, the taste, are, not only so many separate sources of 
delight, but a joint security to our health. They are the 
vigilant and accurate inspectors, which examine our food, 
and enquire into its properties; whether it be pleasant or 
disagreeable ; wholesome or noxious. For the discharge 
of this office, they are excellently qualified, and most com- 
modiously situate. So that nothing can gain admission 
through the mouth, till it lias undergone the scrutiny, and 
obtained the passport of them all. 

To all these, as a most necessary and advantageous sup- 
plement, is added the sense of fteling. Which rendersthe 
whole assemblage complete. — While other senses have a 
particular place of residence ; this is diffused throughout the 
whole body. , In the palms of the hands, on the tips of the 


Sre that very elegant Poem, ‘*Thc Plcaiuw of IraaginatioP/* Book 111. 
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fingers, and ind^)t| tihre^gft the of, flesh, 

it is most qutcfc|^,'‘|WitYelt;''Ws;''the adva'^edf^^g^' or 
scouts up6n'||id|®WiS,,;;'^6 to at- 
tentive '¥tnd:jiw.i||jfeitef*^|i^^ *The 

of his, 

tut like a 

'<?tinpared, either in,nun(it6fr'd*;^‘i 
_or4erj,' with thq^^fiervpus detachments, which pervade tfi'^j 
tekfure iof the sicih, and minister to the act of feeKhg;^ 
happily is this sense tempered between the two cx« 
trepa^! Neither so acute, as the membranes of the eye : 
nor sd oblusf!, as the callus of the heel. The former would 
expose lis to continual pain j render our clothe§ galling, 
and the very, down oppressive. The latter would qbitd be- 
numb the bpdy, apd almost annihilate the touch,-r|wbr this 
alone, but all the senses are hibst , exactly adapted to their 
respective pflices, =!ihd to the ^verftl exigencies of our pfe-f,. 
sent state. Were they.jfroinleii tp a much higher tone, they, 
would be avenues of angiiidi^ Were the.y relaxed into 
greater insensibility, they would be ,so mhny useless incum** 
brances. 

, Say, what the use, were finer &ttiscs given, 

Thnspect a mite, not comprelicnd the hcav’n ? 

The touch if tremblingly alive all o'er, 

To smart and agonize at every pore ? 

Or quick ellluvia darting through the brain, 

Dh' of a rose m aromatic pain ? + 

Asp, How admirable and gracious is this provision, which 
the blessed GOD has made, to accomodate us with delighf* 
ful sensations, and instructive Ideas! — The taste, the touch 

F 


The soldietsand attendants of Xerxes, amounted to five millions two hundred 
eighty thousand, Another army, so large and numerous, occurs not in all the records o£ 
history, ^ 

^ Vid. Herod Libi Vn. 


t Ftb. £pist. I. 



’ and the lipiell, are -.k)rfiewhat stiftitenetJ in the extent of 
their , The ear chifrieis dtt a correspondence 

with; c1ii^le'''6f _ ob|^|», ; ' ‘Ba| Ji:»ost amply 

supplies;;, 1,#hate^r’ is wantingiji ah* t^ejpwt^nses. The 
^gbt.sjjteads itselTto an ; and 

'||i(cirfg§^ y?itliTn puf notice spme pT the'rwwa&j/^ of the 
taste, the 'touch', thestneU' pjsi^fiiye' nothing 
.‘|l!^i^3li|t^i'^\b|ought to their very doors. '''Whereas,' the eye 
^i^jetS^daits observation, as far as the orbit of Saturn; nay 
glahN**®? and in an instant of time, to the inconceivabie 
distance of the stars. The compass ot the earth, togethe. 

. ■nrUhthe iifimenslty of the skies, are its unlimited range. 

T!irom this remarkable variety, with regard to the sph€r^, 
and nctipity, \he acuteness and , vivacity of the senses, $t. 
Paid forths one of the finest,' boldest, and most important 
compafisbris in the wpjld. By this he illustrates the differ- 
ence between the wisdOrb, which is derived from the word 
, oF;divine revelation i and the wisdom, which is acquired 
; by dint of human application;-^In his oration to the A ihe- 
nianst speaking of their most celebrated sages, he says ; 
.i^:Sp'be, they mfgkt feel after, and , find HIM*. In his 
'i^istle to the speaking of the man Moses, our 

author observes ; that he endured as seeing him who is invi- 
ble'\ wiiting to his Corinthian converts, he adds, as a far- 
ther heightening to the contrast; We all beholding tci/h 
open face the plorp of the IjOUD^. The knowledge of the 
Philosopher, is like that obscure, and scanty information, 

. which is but difficultly obtained by groping with the hand, 
,i|n the gloom. of a dark night. I he knowledge of a chris- 
is like that copious influx of clear and enlarged ideas, 
wb^h we receive by the mediation of the eye, amidst the 
fining of a bright day, 

f Tidly, wc find, has in the book before us, hit upon some 
pf tbe most general and obvious uses, to which the several 
rpatrts.of the human body are adapted. Yet how, super,ficial 
and de,iicient appears his penetration, wffien we take in the 
much deeper discoveries, and the much higher improve 


A&s xv*:i. ay. 


+ Heb. xi. 
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ments of our moral duties and divine d^trines; when com-., 
pared with what ts taught us, in the plain sermon on the 
Mount, and tihstitdied Epistles of the /j^wh tent- 
maker.., ,, V'.’ .■ 

Thereforeiv4hppg]| X: W^ bless the ^bcnefilcl^nt X5QD, 
for the nainistfati^^- ^ senses, ahd patticjii)^f|y;ifor 

the noble organs ^ I would be more t^Pil|ii^ly 

thankful for that jlight of the world, CHRISfT . 
his glorious gospel j as well as for that 
which the one is understood, and the other 
faith. I would also long for that place of beatififc enjoy- 
ment, where our views of the adorable GODHEAD, and 
our acquaintance with the subliraest truths, will as much 
transcend all our present apprehensions, as the most en- 
lightened saint exceeds the benighted gentile. : ■ ■ ' 

Ther. The crowning gift, that which 
why am I sos prolpt? Why should, X resume a sdbject, al- 
ready spun* out-tos a degree 6f..te&iousness ? Why weary 
my Aspasio, and put his attention to penance? . ' 

;Asp. DearTheron, why do vou talk in this manner i 
How can you admit such a suspicion ?■ „ Xfow can you, ..of- 
fer to drop your narrative, just at this interesting point ? 
Weary! no; I am almost inclined to speak, what perhaps 
your modesty will dislike to hear speak.^ 

Ther. Enough. Forbear. I proceed — That which im- 
proves the satisfaction, and augments the beneficial effects,* 
accruing from all the senses, is speech . — Speech makes me 
a gainer, from the eyes and cars of other people ; from the 
ideas they conceive, and the observations they make. 
What an admirable instrument, tor articulating the voice, 
and modifying it into speech, is the longue !- — The tongue 
has neither bone nor joint ; yet fashions itself, With the ut- 
most volubility, into every shape and every posture, which, 
can express septiment, or constitute harmony. -This little 
collection of muscular fibres, under the conducting skill of 
the CREATOR, is the artificer ot our words. By this 
we communicate the secrets of the breast, and make our 
very thoughts audible. By this we instruct the ignorant, 
and comfort the distressed; we glorify GOD, and edify 






:,''V ' , 'f'-i 

^jacb other ;* the ac|i^emio explains the abstrusest sciences^ 
■sipil ve^ gospel . 

truth^^et fit ^ lute, or 

organ. ConneCt1ng';''^'ef's^l||t0es^ of its 
sofemnitit’s of devouoni’’''i»i?'4i’^'ne ,the spi- 
^^PpPlgi^'®idf raise the sacred’ antherh.''' - *We .soo|h,^ the 

toils of life : we imitate the apgeljc 
anticipate, in sotpe degree,’ their celekial ^dy^. 
‘W^«'|o^U'e requires fol|['.'§c'ppe, and an easy 'play, .it is 
ample.eayifyf'ahfd so.rroiinded with reservoirs 
^'^Hffl^^aiiir'avs reaiV.'‘'tOjjdisitil< •tBe'-'dtfbrieati'nff ' dews. -It 


S yays rem(|r. |0||isHl< the- Ibbricatiiig dews. It 
■a copc^':^23®y^'h)ch-." serves' .as a: soun^ing- 


'b0m§pS^ y0ice*'V||t.flffi|^|^ueh^,)th<r'’6aipe' additional yi- 

-yi'plin 'a^d§ to the lan- 

ijfe lag e of"t|ie ' stirlhgs.'-’ . ' 

and 'eminently'' gracious, is the 
S^^^ti'on h^xW^T ijiidjkte^ohs And mx'olvn4 ary motion. Was 
^^’^egulatiplt'^verscd, what deplorable inconveniencies 
;!V»billd take’ pl^^j nay, what unavoidable ruin must ensue! 
■i^DeplorabletWconvenicncies; if the discharges of the 
bowels, or evacuations of the bladder, was quite inde- 
pendent on our leave. Unavoidable ruin ; if the action ot 
the heart, required the co-operation of our chouglits ; or the 
iBtisiness of respiration, w aited for the concurrence of our 

|;’ii;l^e wijl, ;fe has not so much as a a single 

'1^%. In she determines and commands, lik© an 

woSbluffe sovereign ; nor is there a monarch upon earth, so 

S ictually obeyed, as this que-^ n of the human system. , If 
^but intimate her pleasure, the spirits run, they fly, to 
^tite her orders; to stretch the arm, or close the hand; 
tp the b^w with frowns, or dimple tlte .pheek. lyitb 


: f fhe ink^Mingtongafcu called OBf gtory. FmI. Ivii. S. 
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smiles. — -How easily, as well as punctually, are these or*y^ 
ders carried into execution ! To turn the or work ' 

the lever, is labprijiSas and wearisonie, But; the 

vertebra;, wilpViil-'the'ir^^pii^i^dcnrchanib'^i^'f’^'^^^^ 
the leg, body;,’'Vv^iq;cise-fro,iriuour 

seat ; we s^ri^g j|To&,%e,ijround,i . ahd, though milch ^ferce 
is exerted, .|kipugK ’stwery cohside ruble weight, is ralsed>. wer,, 
meet whh 'ij^rdifficulty, we complain of no fatigue^ ; • ! , , 
That' ali'll^his should be effected, vvithout any,tpM>. and,.hfe; 
a bare act of the' will, is very surprising. But th'ai the V;^!» 
rious motions should be made, renewed, continued, evhn ’ 
‘tvhile vve Remain entirely ignorant of the manner, in which 
they are perfonned, this is still more astonishing. Who 
can play so much as a single tune uppn the spinnet, wUh- 
■out learning the difference of the, keys, or studying , the ru-,. * 
diments of music? ' ioipos^|3j3|;-ij^ '^|^et the ,^u|n^,;ipf nian 
touches eyery spring of the ip^pf^i'' i^achine, with’ the most 
masterly skill; at all, conc^, ru- 

ing the nature df her’ irnprehiei^i^or the process of, ^er: 
operations. — ^We walk,! we run, ,y(re leap; we throvy our- 
selves into a variety df jjostures^.i^d ge ; through a jinjulti- 
tude of exerci-ses; yet are uttdtly unable , to sayl iyhlch 
nerve should be active; which muscle, should svyell; Pr 
which tendon aj)pioximate, in order to produce any one of 
these effects. 

Put a german flute into the hand even of a sensible per- 
son : without 0 master to instruct him, he is at a loss, to 
make the instrument speak ; much less is he abic tc rickv 
and soften the sound, to exalt and extend the note iii.-k'jiS 
he pleases. — Yet we are scli-taugbt in tljt^jmetliod, pi 'n>^£ 5 i-/ 
idg, .'regulating, and varying tlie v.iic©;^>ji:j;;Nat|^raiiljfc 
■vvitli unpremeditated Hue cy, we giv^,k .the hmguiSliiVjfg 
cadertce of sorrow, or the sprightly aira oi'loy, va.; low . 
faUltcring accents of fear, or the elevated tone an.i riippld 
anger. 

,. 'The' eye Pf a rustic who has no notion of optics, or an;.* 
’df Its laws, shall Icmgthen and shorten ifs axis; dilate and. 
ContVact its pupil, without the least hesitation, and with 
the utmost propriety !|^,iadaptlng itself, even with mathema- 
tical exactness, to thfe particular distance: of db-ects an^ 
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the difFeron*^ dcgiees of light. By which moans, it per- 
forms &omc of the most cuiious experimeitts in the impro- 
ved philosophy, without the least knowledge 

of the science, 'Or so much ^ any consciousness of its own 
dexterity. 

^ I can never '^^iHcientfy admire this multiplicity of ani- 
ihated organs ^ their finished form ; their faultless order i 
'andi'to^ exaulsifo regulation of all their movements. Yet 
J iJOtJTdSs^my'-elt struck with greater admiration at the 
toOW^ey, the truly ni) stei ious power and sway, which the 
lioni tJixefcises over the whole. Ten thousand reins are put 
into her hand. She is not acquainted with their office, 
their use, or their name. She has not learnt so much as to 
Idistinguish one from another. Nevertheless, she manages 
«14 conducts all, without the least perplexity or the least 
'irfCgulfttity ; nay, with a promptitude, a consistency, and 
n Speed, which nothing kan equal! 

^sp. Wonderfully, perceive, and fearfully are w'c 
made 1* — Made of such complicated parts i each so cor- 
rectly fashioned, and all so exactly arranged ;t every one 
executing surh curious functions, and many of them ope- 
rating in so mysterious a manner j as may justly render us 
■ a wonder to ourselves. — Since health depends upon so ma- 
ny minute requisites ; upon such a numerous assemblage 
or moving organs, since a single secretion stopped, may 
destroy the salutary temperature oi the fluids , or a single 
wheel Clogged, may put an end to the vital motion of the 
Solid.s; with what holy fear, should we pass the tune of our 
sojourning hcie below ' I Trusting, lor continual picser-< 
VatioiJ, not merely on our own c.ue ; not merely on ali-. 
nSkUtary iccruit*} hut on that omiiipoteot hand, which 
formed the »iQmirablc machine. That the same hand, 
which prepaied the puiiies, and hung on the weights, may 


; " * P»al. cxxxix, 14, 

’V on iV*t snV)ica is tKcccdiingW »id 

iG. ' ' ' ' • ' ' 



(laily wind up the wheclsj. May never cease^ to superin- 
tend their agency^ ajfld sujpj§ort our being, f . 

When we,^^^^|^^elf;;?t^;fe^|t^ensive^^cont^^^'j^^ de- 
licate mecha^|Sw-*Wb^i|!^pahs',^pf;:ygeomet^^^ 

-' i aid ; what , gf gre •:.^j4brm'<^gj|ln‘ a 

word, whal^fti^i<ad^^‘^f art -and efeganci:, ifl., 

order to fm^fsh us with the necessary rkcipits, 
veral ddliglil^ of life — is there not abundant reason td l^^cry;, 
'out, with thc' same inspired writer; aT!e t^^ 

" counsels tijUd me, O GOD! Tiiy counsels of creciiing-; 
“ , wisdom ! Thou hast not been sparing, but even lavish 
of thy artificial and elabOTate designs. Fhou hast omit- 
“ ted no expedient; whiefi-Might establish my ease ;,, en- 
large my comfort j and promote, yea complete ray bd- 
, " dily happiness !” ’ And is npt this a most endearipg obii-; ' 
gation, to present our bodii^i^kidg sacrifice,., bdly, and 
acceptable to GfjQlD ? " *' 

Should we not, every brie,. ‘^fH^ftti^vledge vvith David?.,. 
Thi) hands- have mad6 me, i and fashioned me — pray wit«’ 
David f O give me spiritudi dh^il^ding and godly, ieal,^ 
— and resolve with David? iiotif.il rnuy karn u/jrf keept tbjf. 
commandments “ What thoii, LORE), hast, with so 
“ much curiosity contrived, with so much accuracy framed, 

“ and with so much liberality adorned, I would fain de- 
“ vote to thy glory. Never, O ! never let me debase to 
the drudgery of satan, nor prostitute to the slavery of my 
“ lusts, those members and those faculties, on which thou 
“ hast bestowed so much divine cost and heavenly skill. 
“ Let them all be servants of righteousness, and instru- 
“ ments of holiness. Ivet them all ht pessels oj liomci 
“ sanctified and J meet for their indulgent CREATOR’S 
” service. That I may glorify the great AUTHOR of ex- 
istence, zoit/i mr/ body and lotlh viij spirit, zoliich are, as 
“ to w'orkmanship, property, and redemption, wholly 
« hJfe.” 


* In the mascles alone, say, Uf, Rav, there seems to be more geometry, than in af’ 
tlie artificial engine# in the world^ff 


t psal, exist. 73. 
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- Ther. WiUi my Ay ; what is this mansion ot flesh, 

though sp eXcjhisitely wrought^’ compwed witli that sub- 
lime and immortal inhiibitant* 'Vfhfch resides within ? 

if* f 

- — rS^Thiit fi^teltectaftl Bethg ; 

ThOM thoughts^ which wander through elernity ' * 

This consideration inclines me to think, that, if theeer/i- 
cAbC SO |tighly polished, the jnid cannot be so excessively 
COarSCj as ray Aspasio’s doctrine ot original corruptioir 
supposes. 

Asp. I perceive your aim, Theron. But must h^g leave 
at present; to dcv line all overtures fora dispute. If my ar 
; g^umCnts have failed, your description has answered its end. 
' —I cannot suffer my thoughts to be diverted from a s'lbjeit 
wWch is 80 very engaging* Act jO rarely discussed. I have 
such a stroi^ desire to fcctfltecr and retain what has been 
observed, thgt even vowjf* Jdttversation will, at this junc- 
ture, lose its relish. HcrcTthereforc I put a period to our 
' discourse, and must break away from your company, in or- 
; 4^10 ruminate and digest ■^y* notions, in somesoc|uestered 
■ IpilCiy Walk. Unless jou "will permit me, beh r' I retire, 
r to make one remark. — And let it not startle niy friend, it 
I 1 venture to say, that, amidst all his curious observations, 
lie has foigot the principal circumstance of Iwiwr and er- 
i ctUeiict', which dignifies the human body, 
t They, t have omitted many fine and admirable proper- 
; tics, I. confess. But sure I have not forgot \.\\y p' nicipal 
i and most dislinguisliing. 

*Asp. You need not be displeased with yourself. It ar- 
i ^68 no defect in your dissertation. 'I'lie circumstance I 
libajire in my view, could never be discovered, by following 
i the dissecting knife. It is learnt, not from C/ieseldai’s 
draughts, or the tables of Albimis ; but from the word of 
! revelation. What I mean, ts this — The human body was 
-oxalted to a most intimate and personal union, with the eter- 
nal SON' of GOD. He who decorated the heaven with 
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stars, atul crowned the stars with ]u$txe^^HIy ,^puchsaf6d 
to be made Jlesh* 

Nay, this is, even hovy, 
adorable PERSON^: 

\vcars our very 
nify, even at th6, right-band P* 
the hcavenlv" hosts.' .', ’ 

_3Vhat ihi'nky^U'bf another privilege, 
apostle? Your bodies are the temple tfie 
67/(>>-ST.|: Not your souls only.^jJ:)ut your very hom^: 
an^ the shrine, in which the J^i^h iind Holij OJVK that in- 
habUelh eternifx)^ condescen<isi;to dwell. IIE,^ who sittcth 
bi t ween the cherubim, and ,Wc|lketh in the circuit of . tlr^ 

skies, is pleased to sanctify 
to choose them fpf his Is not this 

grander embellishment, than g^|I^T'hJatchle,^Si cjOOtH 
and masterly wortai#ranship ? rod wfejeh bud- 

ded, and the manna, which was.SWtilously preserved ; 
t}]c sacTcd oracle of Urim and Thjjimmiin j with the cloud- 
of glory covering the mercy-seSfcjJ^ere a much more 
nent distinction of Solomon’s temp^i than tlj^ most height* 
ened beauties of architecti^re. 

Nor must I omit the 'dignity— the transcendent and 
annizing dignity — w'hich is reserved for these systems of 
Ih'sh, at the resurrection of the just. They will tlieii be 
rt‘hncd and improved, into the most perfect state, al^d the 
mo^^t he:uitc'ous torm. Surpassing whatever is resplendent 
aiul amiable in tlie most ornamental appearances of mate- 
rial nature. They will be purer than the u^lp^dted firma-,, 
inent ; brighter than tlie most brilliant $|||0|.and which 
exceeds all parallel, which comprehends ^l|j^wt:tion^tht?y 
will he like unto ClIllIS I s 

that inco|hpatably glorious body, which the blessed JESUS 





# f 

wears, in bis celestial kingdoih, and on his triumphant 
throne.* '1 ^ 

Wtib we add all tfifise ptferogatives, vvhich 

are revealed in ^jpttjre, mpsc initnitable niceties, 
which m droij^ed by tnhnkfulness, whai 

adnwraiiQjj^^cab equal’such a profiisiflSilf pf favors ? 

. all thy meict-s, 0 my GOD, 

h\ * i«y usi g soul siincys, 

I ^ 'franspoiud with the view Pm lost 

In woiiclci, love, and praise! 


f ♦ ThijS is a ciUumsUince, rstjiw rnitvell^us list Jbe ( \ tian, 

Ulltethewfiiai 4 ott,, laiiisuu^ swllf comtUutiwa, ^hiwk upon it 

pocuU9i‘«ttentioa^;jipdwithp«t4iWjPleijittni'^^ n» il I tntsn^t 

not, th<j ndWiSst 9nd most imhlm ^hm m msUerl^J UwMtwn WTo b-iVi? Wmfcd u la 
the womb oif Ac vir^iUi is % strongest uf the on^nmoLtna 9 nv^ u \ tn i 

pf the blai^ oPlRlf — Tnlh bOOT StaifKl*, ais the firsubom m the family ai (j(h> 
posse mg tlie txcdknc) of dignity and the cHoelltncy of power *^^0 the Mount of 
Tniiash^uration at “shone likejjK sua*' To V«/, in ^ journey tOvs^ids it 

' stwe. “ ab Me the hnghine i of the And who chn tell how lHu^trioUsly i( wiit 
awe; when the iDiiItin CllRlSl Jiiuo m the dOUfiU oi hcasen, and taU^ his s< i 
6rt the Cl cat tnbt this tell» of this m u suu , that these bodies oi 


t low riifeebli^ by sickacat^ pOllUti^d by siUt be degraded in th^ du t 

c vcjry bual^ ^i‘l) at out Rf iypptu n^, 1 1 onltcd to th- simc stiiL 

mrtty ina pirfefctioni the same Uie of immoflahty ai d hi w ih liis own * -ji is c I 

n A i S 1 ^ » .r 1 L . . I Ikl ^ - .1 . ^ 11 


though X 
thatthesi , 
of purity ina pirfeetion> 
be GOD loi thu delightful hopci 


No lestorauve so ui luus. No cozdiol so 
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' b,i v’ ’ '< . “ \ i*'‘"t 

'> y.' ,1?;'^' ‘ JT,?.'!?''' 


- 

W' ' i 

ceased 

evcnin® ; iynicr^,uwjpwu 

‘eng^ge^-'^m the P®^i: 

liat ^i^pleiidor. , 'His be3^f> e^(i|i|j^;; by^, tl|^|;:]Jate^ susptn- 
sioni, .were doubly '^el'fllfioey^'and pr6duce^|^feml gaiety. 

At lhi.s juncture 'Fherdn and^A^sio waifea aoroad. 
They walked alternately bn the .tefteces ; one pC which was 
opposite to t’ne count^,,.the other ., Contiguous to the par- 
terre. — Where the ga1esjf'iiuprcg»||Eed with '^^^■fremest ex- 
halations qI nature, breathed the Srijdl of meads, and fields, 
and ffrovc,tiri-"Or else, shaking rosc?,^^nd 

siye^^piug the beds (d fragrar.Cv', they and. odours 

?the air,. ■■'^"awMSff ■’ a ■'»• 

pstance, vfcXP i'^^ird the bleht^KrW th^y fl^k, 
'Ibvyjt 3 fg*s of the milW^lindthers. while 
iOtts musio,, •i.warbled frorii', the neighbouring 
(.•spoke aloud the joy o|i t.|>C‘ih feafthefcd inhabit-, 
'apt only spoke their joy, but spread an udai- 
" tfe i^hdscape. For, amid«,,suci 
tjreathing. perfu.uw^ftemell 

thfi" 
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fne radiant sun with farewell, sweet , :i‘' 

S evening beam, the 

The t)ir(2S their notes renew, and bleatihig jJltdiS ,; , ' 

Attest their joy, that hill^^nd valley yi|igs. i^y v' , 


jM^teisitc boauty, and tiid i^nifice.nciiSi •of- iyiigs. 


a lait, for innumerawd £reaturos,\Wdrtds>, dwetl 

^Lf — Charmed ^ they wefc!,'' at the\i^|(>nsioef^d(:»tf 6f the 
^REATORV boundk^.'bg'heficcnce.y .Who 'ljft^i''';1jp 'tlie' 
dii^ht of his ;|^^ntenancdkdnd joy is shed; who opens, his 
munificenyi?,SM, and plenty is poured, throughout all the 
regions of f^^tiiriiverse. . I^|sotnuTO, that even ina.nimate 
beings seem„to smile unj^pi^' Spnsh .pf the blessings: and 
though they ifind nof a t^guc to pfajse., yet speak their ac- 
'claipations by thcrrt|;lad^|line;d,loc^s, 

Ther. How very Aspasio, is this delightful 

Appearance ^^yibings’/jh’om. your ill-favored doctrine of ori- 
. ginal depravity ! Your doctripe -is a con- 

tfadictionjtjl^ ^ guag-e of nature. Nature says^ tbrpbgh 
.‘iaH.'her wonl^ ^^y hat Godis^gaod, and,ipen are'^ih.aa^'W 
,“.,/be /ityy?y,'^'^^Vhcreas, your y Opinion ' 
whole vyofid.intp,^ yast hospital, ■ apd 
al person i a .It'perpr'ja lazarus.! - ■ ^ 

As^^. I join v/ith my 'Theron, and with 
in blpflng witness to the goadniess of o 4 rv-.<|od,;Ji;ibi|;i^ 


;|5ii|pb6ifES. 


tiling, I am .persuaded, .^i^iays it more, npthing manifests 
it so much, as the;id6ctrii;#!,df on fall in connected 

with our in oiieipdM^Iar I am 

oblisied to’,d^ii.h;^t, opinion 'th'iiiiiiphiifrf.'wa^e. 


bat the has made Whole 

'wmrld an irii|rm'af|i.t th^jy idoal ^sdn a' fej^., . 

The?'. Af thi^i'Tati!;, you vvouti 'croudi into thattj|}^g'Jfe 
act of disobedience, evils more numerouSi vand tribre*:^tai|^.'\ 
tliau the .plagues ^Vliich were lodged in :]^dpra's Boxi'^ 
the troops vyhich. Were stovvqd in the I r-ijan horse. 

: Asp.\ Far 'm%e.numer.pUS> and inlinilely more pernicl-*; 
pns.r^Tlje fable: of ’ Fan4pi;a’s box seems to have been a^‘ 
$hred bif^We d0eWlhe',^'^i]eS|!4;up by the Heathen wits, and 7 
'-falsbioned according fancy. This would,, 



i, tdih. u^ort a single city; but 
the ^HrniirWc entiaU^'miW’ry upon all genera- 

■ .tirihsi .''■•■■ - , ’'''■ 


''% ad vanced'tBis heavy, charge pretty :Stre- 

'nh^h^ly, I must j^onfessiWffiit' without dt^scending to facts, 
.ot ^pr^ling tt) experience, Ail the inybblives are general 



and declamatory, nbpe pointed and pajrt 

Asp. It is easy, "piy dear ftiend, too i^lsy to draw up a 
particular bill of ipdlctmeht^ and not otth to specify the 
facts, but to derh'bh,strato the' .charge. Experience, sad 
,ex])erience will fufeish u‘s with' a cloud of witnesses, and 
prove nay refnonstrances tb be tt|pre than invectives. 

Were we to dissect human nature,Aa^dn our last con- 
ference, you treated the animal syst^^^^' should find the 
o'^dpr^y of corruption, spreading it^y^SlI^gh our vvliole 
,Foir Avni9h.. reas 90 , it is stylec^jjr’ mn inspired wri- 
ihaiif.;'^v4^/rf; because, in its commence- 
l^plfWas early i as 'tife fall; and, in its communication 
is coeval with'their being.— ^m.m; because 
^hWd the body,> ipfecteid the’ soul, and, disordered 












St.fS^ul,^ de^ibing a .Speaks in 

and t;/ J3y||»e 


• 1-: -• ;. «'^ 




’’ jig'|f! ^!« ^^|f^'^'Sse s tl'.c total deprjj.vsi'tion ofe.p^i'/na-. 
'^»^dr. ■\Vhat_you call evil j-»rppiensitjeSs/,.i|fj^Apij:;^^^ 

1' .^'V'.^V'Aaa w»i^ 


are not really sinTLi!, hot appp 
— Nay, ai^.r-o tli'.y arc con’* 
liig.tin j-tlionihclves evil. .'-B(” 
y,4i<tho is tlic author' oljio: 


Ictr yi^-,. 



vtftkl l|si.;'i^y^h,e,.,^opa:^|,^. 

Mosaic nbr the apostoli^'TOCtxihel^! 
is written, 77/o« shaU not tdp€(f;i^, 
j»^ibits, not' only'the itii5q|gitut|S jj‘racti|®:® 

..sis^t^The apost^; give's i't.i^^cbait^ ip tn|Cb' 

' itjy your mnnh^^ohich_ e?7-ei^|^/l£e^r//i ; {fpjnik'di 
dkanness, 

:j^J, <?i)// conaz/^^^e f^ 

:!^^ich is cf>ntFA .to (ioo’.sJ^ffl^lljLj^&^^'id.a tiransgrcsSion’ 
■^.Jt|S’hQly yvh'iph^we are.l 

'■'cpl&i'tTianded to ’-y '■ ■''' 

jfate^ us.cliildren of disoi 
i^itatfi II ’5f Go 

'•" ■' . Though ly, 

■^hat js i»aturl^^^^'p>'' ' 

■of co4mondi|iff 

and 

HTX 1,*^, 


|jf:h is , the\ 

that''Y..bl’ s^piT:' ' 

i 5 » if <11 V*, 

subjcefl'^itf^ to 


of Our n^tu^j 
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.it 














'^our nature ha« sustainedr^^^^^ blaitf 

flilicrent that, of the 

ed tke^ u Tight see'd ':-^0^^^^^vt thou 

• turned 

' ' I-IovveYef|'';let |i|.,j^eir^a'.youf ' ;d'^y6'll‘^<^wcr 

6 n gen€ifa'h'hfets’*‘buf'dcscehd td'''’i''|($itiyular;^i 5 f:a^'Mbn. 

* As 6]a;r eicaminatton will cliicdy respect the'souViffj^ 

'quiije, what ate hef principal lacultifs? ' '* ■ < y 

■ Tlreii>.:f'^i^j:;^^'rsttindii^, tlie xvHl, and the qffectt&m. ’ 
' ..IChesc't’re the ili,dstldistin^ishing powers, v, liich that queeit',!| 
of'thdjijttHhaah herscrviec. These, liki^f 

„-'|h]e 4 .'^vfefal disfrroutlpifill'^is^'oipe ample river, run through-^. 

than; and enrich .alTh^l 

%-;^c 0 hfi)ti||{ph,v”ftU#^ them bitter,;, as-’; the 

as thfe ^reamS’--'df’'''jrericiTi4]i)? 
At^i^y^^y'?d: ^J^^ gfe‘''pTeoared ,’fbr thesohTs.'ortiie pro- ’ 

'misrepresentation. For, such theyt 
grace,’ like Mosef^ woodf, like Eii- 
J,‘‘'or the rneal'l’^^^ by that holy man of Goo, 
',:'*Ji^e¥ten them, heal thentj,- and fender the^tjofierations salu- 

' The nndcrstandipg ^lai,|»ai!Our first r'egWd. — This, how- 
ever qualified tp ,i» 6 |jf|‘|:he'^fiiposes of civil life, is unable tp 
discover the truthi^|^^|iw^|itf*^^ consists; or to fornl 
.,;/the tempers, from- ''#m|||!|ap]^jfiess Hows.' ' " , ' "■' 

Let us take our spef^erip from the uncultivated sa- 
vages, of' ^frlc, but Tf§ti^rthe politp^^^ in Europe. 
' 4 Th'fi'''r^^®cl'ans piqued "thefeselves uie>^M||lte‘intcllectuat ac- 
ji,'|^’rh|>|ishmehts. .They termed 'mankind Bar-. 

’Sons' of- them- 

,<!fr.cg^dusyo<;/.v§.— Not to 
shbc«i^li|ttmora!ities, which the poets as- 
‘‘~^ gg^ jtfeir deities. '''>^'N'6l to’-ins'ist upon the gr^ss idola- 





DlAL^VJiS. 

tri^^'^|ii^4he; common peoplo-pi^adtised In their worship. 
Even the^ii^fcii^^pphers, the most Irtifjpv^ed and penetrating 
geniuse|i||^i%J,Ui^?^cc]uaintec^ witjirthp^verjf; principle* 
of truiB'irp|ffiipg>§Ev^ they cotjid'.ippt, prohdurtce, with' an 

,;the ■ pliiioVdphe'rt!, the' _ prejudices ■ 
pf''^;>^r^g^ijeduc^tion»-'m pervert their judgment; or^ 
|i^,i^i^|W!^^ljWUth'-''the prevailing mode^ they, might adopt 
^;ipU^mt, 'iw/as^'isiftt to notions, which they did not tho-” 
Ypt^hly approve. 

^■f^^Jsp. A poor compli ment this to their integrity ! , Had I 
ll^jen their advocate, methinks, I would have given, .lip the 
‘iijlApity of my clients^ rather thaft thejr fidelity to the tauj^se 
and of truth. •: • ; v'.'", i ‘ ' , /'; ■ 

■|j;i ,l^ithlrethrence to the jHprme GOOZ), they Were equal-* 
'0 at If lo^.'-fThere’s .pot one among all the' inieriof ‘ 'Ct®|f- ' 
tures; noteyeh the crawling worm, dr the 
hut perceives what is beneficial, and , phrsife's- it ; dtscerna 
what is pernicious, and avoids it. Yonder catdrpjllar> wb 9 Sp 
nourishment is from one particular species dr vegetable^, 
never makes a wrong application to another : never 'is al- 
lured by the fragrance of the aurjcula, or dazzled by the 
•^lendor of thetulip ; but comtaiitly distinguishes, and as 
constantly adheres to the leaf,-;', which affords her the proper 
’^od* ; So sagacious are the nieanest, animals, with relation 
td STfeidraspective happingS8;|^rwhile the most celebrated of 
the’ Heathen sages were, op a subject of the very samfe im^ 
port,, mere dotards . — Vorro reckons! Up no Idss than two 
hundred and ei|^j|r^tght diftet^t opinions, concerhlngthe 
true' good ; true '* 

f|a)urce. ' 1 m&''^^^^d^roatity'-id ■ the ever-blesse.d GOI),;' 
an'd aij^enjoym'^hi-i^-miS' infi'hite'"pie;rfe.Gf ioda.' • ' f'' ; ' 

If, bn these /caJ/wg points, so eirdUebuSr'iii^.'' 

wonder, that they were be wildeWo^'in their other re^afdftc^?* 


♦ The ■’’ ntar, O.fireel, j/ie pOSP""^' 

tOKD; ifftt tk^LOKI), See. ' '' ■ 

the of ihp U the foun^^n 


ftutne, #1 A wc Hiiit 

dr or in any d«j 
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■ No wonder, that being thus foolnh, they were:;at^ disobe- 
dient i that, having lost * tkeir zoaij to happiiteto,’ Jjbiij took 
every deceiver for a guide, and served- 
pleasures. • - . , ‘h 

, T/ier. WfeVe not cnqdirmg into tbe circumstances of 
this or that particular nation j but into the state of man- 
kind in general. 

. Asp. Cast your eye, Theron, upon those swallows. They 
shoot themselves, with surprising rapidity, through the air, 
I should take them for so many living arrows, were it not 
for their shifting, winding, wanton motions. — Arc not these 
what you call birds of passage? 

77ie/'.‘*TheSe, and some other of the fcathcrc.l race, are 
our constant visitants in summer ; but leave us, at tiie ap- 
proach of .winter. As soon as the weather becomes cold, 
they assemble themselves in a body y and concert measures, 
for their departure. ,, l^/w convenes the assembly — What 
debates arise— Or do they commu icate.the resolution 

taken — I do not presume to say. 'this is certain, that not 
one of them dislodges, till the affair is settled, and the 
proclamation has been published. Not a single loiterer is 
to be seen, when the troops are preparing for their decamp- 
ment ; not a single straggler to be. found, when they have 
once begun their march. Having finished their journey 
through tlie land, their wings become a sort of sails f ; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the ocean. With- 
out any compass, to regulate their course ; or any chai’t, to 
make observations in their voyage ; they arriv e safely at the 
desired shore. And what is still more extraordinary, they 
always find the readiest w^ay, and the short^t cut. 

Asp. The stork in the heavens knoiveth heri^poiMed times : 
and tlit turtle and the crane^ and the stvalhw, observe the 
tm$ ot their coming : but my people know not the judgement 
pj thdr GOIdl. The young ones of those birds perceive, 

H 


Rfinigip Alatam. 'I’ffo* 

' t Jw. via; t TH. iii. J- 
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how absolutely necessary it is, to forsake the land of thei 
nativity^ and travel in quest of wilder clitues. — But our off- 
spring, even when their minds begin to open, are bruitis/i 
in f heir knowledge*. Born they are, and too long continue 
like the wild ass' s colt'\ . Not only quite destitute ot hea- 
venly wisdom, but stupid to apprehend it, and averse to 
receive it. As soon as they are born, they go u^/rmy, and — 

TTier, Go astray- — Fo what is this owing, but to the bad 
examples they bcliold ? They catch the wayward haUit, 
from the irregular conversation of others. 

As/}. Is not this a contirination of my point? Why arc 
they not yickimg clay | to each bad impression? — Case 
hardened steel to every edifying application ? To do mis- 
chief, to be proud of their apparel, to seek revenge || they 
are not teachable only, but self-taught. Whereas, if you 
would affect them with a sense of divine things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their maker; Liine must be 
2ipon line, line upon line : /irecept must be vpon i}rccept, pre- 
cept upon prece/yt : here a little, and there a lillle.i^ — What 
farther corroborates my sentiment, is, that all these tender 
toils ot eruuition are generally unwelcome ; are too often 


♦ Jer. X. J4. 

+ Job X’. 12- How keenly is this comparison poinletl !— -Like the dtj’t an animrl 
remarkable bu its stupidity, even to a prv>vcrb. — Like thcaMr’i loU^ which n ist be still 
more egrci’iously stupid than the dam — ^Likc the wild asf,'5 colt, which is not uily block- 
ish, but Niubborn and uutractable; neither posse:»scs valuable (juaiitics by natu nor will 
cabdy receive them by discipline — The image, in the origmal, is yet more strongly touch- 
ed, The tompai iii\e punicjc like is not in the Hebtew; i\ni a tx>iid Uij's colt; oi, aa we 
should jay in L,/f^luhf a mete iiUd, 

f Ccrcus in vitium flecti. 

jj d'bls Is evident, from the success of a method, -frequently bid injudiciously used to 
quiet ciiiidieii T !.e method 1 mean, of the Uiu!^, which has rai&ed their Hid tg- 

natiuii 

j A gieat critic has laid down the following rale, to be observed in line waiting j 

‘'Tis not enough no harshness gives OiTence, 

The sound must be an echo to the sense 

Fopf *s on Crfitcism, 

' ' , 

Never was this delicate maxim molt nicely cxei»j^lifted| chan in the aboveirCtt^ ptiiageof 
Isaiah, chap. xxviu» 13 > t , r , 
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- unsuccessful ; nay, will always be ineffectual, without the 
concurrence of Almi,^!i(y grace. 

Besides, Thernn, it tiiis propensity to evil be observable 
in all children, it seems more than probable, that the un- 
]iappy bias is derived from their parents, rather than catch- 
cd from their nei;;hboiirs ; and owing, not to the infiUence 
of external examples, but to a principle of internal corrup- 
tion.^ — Neglect the education of children, and you are 
eufc to have their manners evil, their lives unprofitable. 
Nay, only remit your endeavours, and they lose what has 
been gained : they start aside, like a broken bow. And 
wherefore this? Why do they not, witlioiit the rules of 
discipline or lessons, of instruction, spontaneously addict 
themselves to the exercise of every virtue ? Just as the 
cygnets, in yonder canal, spontaneously take to the element 
ol water, and the act of svviminiijg, 

1 hat bed, in the garden before us, will suggest the rea- 
son. It has beenidigged and dressed this very day. It 
now lies smooth and clean, Not a single weed aj);)ears 
on its surface. Yet, how certainly will it, in a very little 
time, produce a plenteous growth of th .sc vegetable nui- 
sances? — Whence can this proceed? N<i band will sow 
them. No wisli will invite them. But the sced'^, though 
unperceived by any cye.s, are already tliere. J^isseminated 
by the winds, they have mixed themselves with the mold, 
and are sunk into the soil. — So, just so, it is with our chil- 
dren, The seeds of iniquity are within j- them; and un- 
less proper diligence be exerted by us, unless gracious as- 
sistance be vouchsafed from above, they will assuredly 
spring up; over-run their souls; and di>honor their lives. 

T/ier. Let us leave the chijdrej), and make nu/i the sub- 
ject of our enquiry. 


* St. f^au/ confesses, that he an^l his Wlow-sa’, ts were, ifi iheir uricc tn cited .sMte, clc* 
graved; and this, not by cusU'm or Uui by Kph. u 

+ Whosoever chooses to examine the seeds, th» poliormus sretU, which are lodged in 
ihb nurstty of all evil, may see a sample ot them m our LORD’S d si^nption, Mark vii, 
iO, af, aa, 13, Where he oharacterizes the heart, not barely of the faypociuical pharisee, 
9r tbiS aba^don^d publican^ but uf mankind io gaierai. ^ 
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Asp. in this respect, Theron, 

Men are but children of a larger growth, 

Wej itjay leave the vest or hanging-sleeve coat, but wc 
shall still find the follies of the child. — In youth what low. 
ambition, and fondness for despicable pleasures. — In 
hood, what a keen pursuit of transiforv w'ealth ; yet what a 
cold, inattention to GOD and holiness! — Men, and .men 
too of enlarged understanding, whose penetration on otlrer 
subjects, is ])iorcing as the eagle’s sight, are, on the most 
important points, btind as the iiicaverned mole? 

Tht^r. W’it.it! i , tlie understanding like the most dim- 
j/g/r/a/ animal, when lodged in her darkest retirement? 
That sublime faculty of the soul; which lends her eye to 
all the rest ; sits at the lielra, and directs their motions.'* 

Asp. You remember, I presume, that bpaudful passage 
in Milton}* which Mr. Addison so highly admires, and so 
judiciously illustrates. The passage I mean, where the 
archangel MU hacl comes down, to advertise Adam of fu- 
ture events, a .d to c.xccutc the sentence of divine Justice. 

Thir. 1 remember it perfectly well. — In the East, the 
great light of day lies under an ec lipse. In the West, a 
bright cloud descends, more luminous than the sun itself. 
The whole theatre of nature is darkened, that this glorious 
machine may appear in all . its magnificence and beauty. — 
From this radiant meteor, iht pulentate of heax'en alights; 
and advances, with a majes'iic stateliness, to meet Adam. 

Asp S'liould you see such an august personage, alighting 
from his splendid chariot, and walking amidst the thronged 
streets ol a city? — Should you behold every one intent upon 
his business or .'iversions; straek with no awc} paying no 
reverential regard to this celestial visitant; what would you 
think ? ^ 

Thcr. I should certainly suspect, that some superior 
power had drawn a veil over their sight, and hid this won- 
derful spectacle from their view. 


^ Book XI. See. 
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Asp. Such is rcallv the case with all mankind by nature, 
and with the generality of people, during their whole life. 
— GOD, the infinitely great GOD, is in every place, Yet 
how few advert to his presence ! — All nature exhibits him 
^to their senses; yet, perhaps, he is not in any of their 
thoughts. 

The sun, clothed in transcendent brightness, most illus- 
triously displays -his MAKER’S glory. The moon, though 
digest in fainter beasns, has Justre enough to shew us the 
adorable DEI! Y, and his marvellous p rfections. The 
stars, fixed as they are at an unmeasurable distance, and 
lessened almost to a point, come in with tlieir evidence, 
and magnify their CREATOR to a gazing but unati'ccted 
world. 

The air zchispers his clemency in the gentle, the refresh- 
ing gales ot spring. If we ta'<e no notice of this soft per- 
suasive address, th^jtone is elevated; the maje.ty of JE- 
HOVAH sounds aloud, in roaring wi ds, a id rmding 
storms. Yet both expedients fail. Man is like tii'.' deaf 
adder, that stop[)eth her ears, lie refuiicth to hear the 
voice of the charmers, cirarm they never so swcci y, never 
so forcibly. 

Each tlowcr, arrayed in beauty, and breathing ii'^rtum'^, 
courts our aft'ections for its infinitely amiable Al' i lOR. 
— Not a bird that sings among the branches, net a iirook 
that murmurs over the pebbles, but invites our praise, or 
chides our ingratitude, — Ail the classes of fru’.i.'> deposit 
their attestation on our palates, yet seldom reac.i onr hearts. 
Tiiey give Us a proof of the divine b-mignity; .i proof, as 
undeniable as it is pleasing, and too often as inediefna! also. 

In short, the whole creation is a kind of magoi'i ent 
embassy from its Almighty LORD; deputed to j.roeiaii.i 
his excellencies, and demand our homage. Yet, vho has 
not disregarded the former, and with-held th'‘ latter? — i I ■'.v 
few walk, as seeing HIM that is invisible, or have iello'v- 
ship with the FA I'blER of spirits? T lough, to walk, be- 
fore him, is our highest dignity; and to have ieilywship 
with him, is our ozily felicity ? 

Thsr. This is owing to inattention, rather than to any 
blindness or defect in man’s understanding. 'Ihe many 
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works of genius, whicli have been produced in various 
ages, are an abundant proof of his intellectual capacity. — 
Have not the seas been traversed, and the skies measured? .. 
Has not the earth been disemboweled of its choicest tiea* 
suros; w^aile its surface is beautified with towns, cities, - 
palaces, innumerable r — What fine arts are invented and 
exercised; and to what a pitch of p>'rf>'cti(m are they car- 
ried ? Arts that seem, if not to exceed, at least to rival 
nature. — It was the understanding, which formed all the^e 
gieat designs. It was the umlcrstanding, which contrived 
the means, and conducted the execution. — ^Afid are not 
these ui'.c]iicsti'''i;ab]e evidencesot her very sirpetlor abilities? 

ylsp. Tl'.en she is like some great em-press, who conquers 
hail the world, but is unable to rule herself, AVho extends 
her regulatit,ns into foreign climes, while her domestic af- 
fairs are involved in confu ion. — D .) you doubt the reality 
of tliis remark ? Set yourself to meditate upon the most 
interesting truths. How desultorv, how incoherent are 
your thoughts ? — Charge them to be collected. They dis- 
obey your order's. — Rally tlie undisciplined vagrants. Again 
they desert the task. — Exert all your power, and keep them 
clo.se to their business. Still they elude your endeavours. 

The other day, 1 could not forbear smiling at a little ad- 
venture of your youngest son’s. Some quicksilver, which 
happened to be spilt upon the floor, parted into several glo- 
bules. The shining balls looked so prcttilv, he longed to 
make them his own. But when he oliered to take them 
up, they slipt from his hand. As often as he renewed the 
attempt, so often he met with a disaiipointment. The 
closer lie strove to grasp them, the more speedily they es- 
caped fronri his fingers. He seemed, at first, to be amazed; 
then became quite angry, that the little fugitives should so 
con.stantiy baffle his repeated efforts. — Thus unmanageable 
1 very often find my own thoughts. If yours are under no 
better regimen, this may convince us both, that all is not 
according to the original creation. 

W^'tipply ourselves to converse with the everlasting Go» 
in Ptaycr. Here, one would exjiect to have the thoughts 
all deafness, and all composure. But here We are wt suf~ 
Jicicnl of ourselves, to think any thing as of ourselves. AU 
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those holy ideas, which create reverence, or strengthen faith, 
or quicken love, come from the FA rHI{,R of lights. Should 
HE withdraw his inliuente, all will be dull, and dark, and 
dead. It may be, we are somewhat enlivened iji this sa- 
cred exercise j before we are aware, perhaps in the very 
midst of the solemn office, our attention is disxipafeds and 
not dissipated only, but scalfcred to the ends of the earth. 
The GOD of ail glory is forsaken, and tlie devotion paid to 
some senseless foppery. A malefactor, begging his liie at 
the knees of , his sovereign; and di.scontinuing his suit, in 
order to a lap-do^*, or pursue a biillerjUj ; is wet a 

faint imafljjHp’ tiie vanity which attends our devotional ser- 
vices. — R^son, which ought to correct lliese irreguiarities', 
is treated like the incredulous lord; who, instead of con- 
trouling the unruly multitude, was overborne by their im- 
petuosity, and trodden under ^ot.* 

Since then the reins are struck out of our hands, and w'e 
have lost the rule wer our own faculties; surely, we are in 
a state dilfcrent, very different from our primitive constitu- 
tion. 

Ther. However insensible to refined- speculation, the 
understanding,- when interest is in the case, is apprehensive 
enougn. 

Asp. In temporal f, not in spiritual affairs. — Your young- 
er brother, 1 heron, is a merchant. We will suppose him 
at the sea-side ; within a small distance of the vessel, on 
wnich a considerable part of his Substance was embarked. 
We will suppose ine vessel in the utmost distress; ready to 
fijund^r with her leaks, or to strike upon the rocks. — If he 
discovers no sign of concern; calls in no assistance from 
the country , makes no effort to save the crew'’, and secure 
the cirgo; wcuio you not think him bereaved of his under- 
standing, or deprived of his sight? Could you conceive a 
more favorable opinion of his eyes or his intellect.^ Ifi 
instead of trying every method to prevent a shipwreck, he 


, ’ * 2 Kings, vil, 

' f ‘Called therefore by the apoitle, feshly msdoiRf and opoosed to the ijrw of 
s Cer. h 
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s|l<iuld amuse, himself with picking feom the ocean, ol 
drawing on the sand r : , 

We, ;^d every one of our fellow-creatures, ' have ; an in- 
terest in jeopardy, iihspeakably more precious, tha^i all the 
rich lading of a thoiiaand. fleets. Oar sbuls, our immortal 
souls, are exposed, every day, every hour, to the peril of 
everlasting desiriictum. Evci'y temptation is threatening to 
their endless welfare, as a ridge of craggy rocks- to a ship 
that drives before the strf)ngest gale. — Yet, hoyif Unconcern- 
ed arc mankind? ^\1lere is their holy their 

godly jealousy? Where their wakeful c^HB^ection? 
Kather, what a gay i:i.sensibility is observabi^|B|Reir be- 
haviour? Or else, what a lifeless formality prev^s in their 
supplications? Iheir supplications to that Ahivighty 15E- 
.INQ, who alone is able to save and to destroy. — Was not 
the human understanding both darkened and besotted, we;' 
should see our neighbours, we should feel ourselves awa- 
kened, into much the same earnest solicitude, as the disci- 
ples expressed; when perceiving the waves boisterous, and 
their bark sinking, they cried ; LORD ! save us ! we pe- 
rish ! 


But alas ! in things of an unseen nature, though of eter- 
nal consequence, frt/erw/, that, habitual darling of every 
heart, loses its engaging influence. Kay; when eternity, 
allriraportant eternity is at stake, even self-preservation M 
sc.^e, any longer a governing principle.' — What can be 
ra't^e IfopWable? And, if we admit not the doctrine of 
origiri^ corruption, what so unaccountable ? 

This, I, jniust confess, is true, with regard to the 
untliibkfng rafipe^ To them may be accommodated 
remark or W |ie saw some foreign le- 

malef^ carryih^t^es in tbeii^ afpi's instettid of infants, said 
to dfle of his (^uirtiers ; “ Hi^e die women of those coun- 


tries 710 Chilian, that they are so fond despicable 

1 : ^ 


“ animals ?”-^The vulgar are iso immersed in secular cares, 
that o»e.^v|night indeed be tempted to ask; “ Have those 
, piepmp'-pp th^t buying and selling, eating;^,, and. 

*‘‘'fl.r|^^|f,‘'=engrbss their whole concern?” — But persons' 

n exalted tpaon^. 
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Asp. Do you Hii^n imagine, that an ‘'iev^tion of circum- 
stances sets th^ affections on tilings above ? Or, that it is 
thg petifliar infelicity of the vulgar, to grovel in their de- 
sires ?—-^Goldj I believe, is more likely^ to cncfease^ tH^n to 
dissipate, the fog, bn the intellectual faciilties. Abundance 
of possessions, instead of disengaging the heart, fasteh it 
more inseperably to the earth. Even superior attainments 
in learning,, if not sanctified by grace, serve only to. render 
the* owner somewhat more refined In his follies, or vainly to 
pitjf' up his fleshlp mind *. — But comparisons, between the va- 
rious classes'^f mankind, are as useless as they are invidi- 
ous. Nonei'in either condition, attend to the tilings which 
make for their peace, till they are awakened from their le- 
thargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of CHRIS T. And 
even then we cannot butvobserve evident indications of 
much rmaiWng. blindqessi^'' ' 

How apt arc sucb.;pcrsons to mistake the way of salva- 
tion ?'To place their own worksTor a foundation of Inpe, 
instead of CHRIST, the rock of ages ? Thinking by their 
own performances to rcm, not seeking from unmerited grace 
to receive^ the inheritance of eternal glory. Which is more 
absurdly vain, than to offer toys as an equivalent for thrones ; 
or to dream of purchasing" diadems with a mite.-^They are 
also prone to misapprehend the nature of holiness. Are 
zealous to regulate the external conduct, without attending 
to the renovation ofthe AeaW; in outward forms elaborate; 
with respect to inward sdnetity, less if at all exact. A la- 
bour just as preposterous, as to skin over the surface of a 
wound, while it festets at the bottom, abd consumes the 

bonei'"'’ 

me leave ^to h;s]^ Tl:^jr^ j^when ©ur;t.PRp declares, 
U man be born agdinf he cannot eni^ into the king- 
dorn of heaven \ : when , he speiaks of eating Ms flesh, and 
dnhk^g Kig. blood X : when you hear or read of union with 
the blessed JlESUS, or communion with the most high 
GOD ; is there not a cloud, if not total d^^ness, pn your 
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ittjjnd* ^ — Hovv erroneous was the Psalmist Ijinoself, in his ' 
judgenfjent concerning the divine disposals ? toj^lish and 
Ignorant was /, even at it were a bei^si^ or as th6 veri<»et 
beast btfare ^th^e * — Tlie voice of experience therefore will 
attest, word of revelation has averred j that the 

natural kattf \|e his intellectual abilities ever so pregnant, 
or ever so improved, cannot know the things of the Spirit of 
GOD^: has no sight to discern their beauty j no taste 

to relish their sweetness. Nay, though they are the purest 
light, and the most perfect wisdom, to Him they appear, 
^not only dark and obscure, but even /ho/Mnm itself. 

Would this be the case, if the understanding was not 
^greatly depiaved? Should it be difficult for your ear to dis- 
tinwi$h the diversity of sounds j or for your eye to discern^ 
A^ifariety of colours} would not conclude, that the* 
organs were very much impairha r 

Ther. 'I think, you have treated the undersmnding, as 
Zopyrus served his own body,| when he went over to the 
enemy — Do you intend to mangle the other faculties, at 
the .same unmerciful rate? 

Jsp, That nobleman made the wounds, which disfigured 
his desh, » I have only probed the sores, which were found 
tn the understanding. I have touched the quick, and 
put the patient to pain, it is only to facilitate the operation 
of medicine, and make tmiiy for a cure.— But permit me to 
lask, Wherein doCs the eXCCUcbcy of the human will consist? 

N Tker. In following the guidance of reason, and submit- 
ting to the influence of proper authority. 



• Wit’i regatd ics of CHUtST, greltf«t|i1roAct«n<3(| 

dull e\ tn m t^cir hcownosa W»tai *ayi thft d^ur f Ait 

Works IS pie^t nribdio the oi FrovtllHs / m mare jituttsk lAtfw ^4 , 

hate nut th indnMidmfn^ of a ^ 7 / cvwi tboUgh following viwtea* the wiy 

iiinguUir elrvit) m dnd of lui knbwledg^ rrov xxx b t)lt e«^ 

oi this txcellcnt man, I Ha^c always observed, that the tnon^ enbghtehe4 jpwop^® 
they lavvien^ their ignorani^et the more they pant alter a cootmti^ prOgilW 

cleartr, still dearer manifeiMiM « tbf 
and his transcendetitly tich gr^cc in CHR2$T ^ ^ 
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'■ '■ fear,' rejects’ the goverpii^i^nt ot reason; 

and iC iSij(n»ihla03y ipife'rtam it rebels” the au- 

'”'Ca!sit' 'that team of ®r$er,'^i#'^^t^h'yon- 
;>^er /albw'''grbuhdv;*|^ less 

J-'-thah' ii|hi|se ‘’robust* arii m^'' afes'Hnked 'togetheiriVand 

'^ield:'thdt;:'|dtt|^ve''"t^ecks’j^'ii^!flib'''^^^^ ' ■ rhey'''’naye 

stre^th”thih': twenty ;;||n<f^ managed -by 'a sin-' 

1 stand in •a'we dflthe tashi but listen 

,|t6 the Voice 'pf their d They turn to the right-hand or 

r’tp/the left^Shey ^ their pace, or stop short in the 
i furrowV aO of his pleasure. — Are zoe 

etjuhlly bbedient tp.'the;dalls, to the exhortations, the ex- 
press ihjunctiOrfs of .diiir heavenly LORD? The blessed 
JESUS spoke at the beginnihg, and the world was made. 
He speaks by ht^' j>rbyi#'pce^ the universe t^held. 
When He shall i^eal^^^ the lait day, the heavens will pass 
away, and the ehrth Dedissblved; ; Yet He speaks to us in 
his dji^c^. word^^ and we furtti d deaf ear to his address. He 
spealcs Th'^ tender ' expostulate^ and no melting of heart 
ensues. He speaks' in precious promises, and no ardent 
desires arie 'cmKindledl' — 'Hife w^ill, which jn these cases 
ought to bp fur>)ed as Wax to the seal, is unimpressed and 
'inflexible as 'ahiywi «Keaj.'' . I 

Ther. The'tiiiman will is cbj^tahtly inclined to preserve, 
accbmrnodatei ahd^rtiake' itjS; possessor happy. Js not this 
the right position, in . whiifcDy ji^^ shbuld ^always stand ? Or 
•the : most dcshabfe^irw given to its mq 

' tiohs ? 






hbtice, as , l?ah^ !arbbfe' pf sdniie busily em- 


on a lilpe t 


ck, Jt^e :you made, any observa- 
,,;^erp4',ori Jhi's,y,e1^^ ? ; V' 

-^s'a little rbjiilbUc ^. < They inhabit a kind of 
divided into various streets. Tliyy are govxrn- 
divirSj and regulated by politics, of their owii; Jneir 
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y ihagazjnes, j^re, j.'cotnmo(Jiousli^ 

"gusn:;d^^,, the injuries -tif ;the .wealifiier^ife^i^; are 

peculiar Some are 
roof'-- is.yalwal&orais^j^j'fh'i a, doublai;isi6^','\l^p,1't’0u'';' away,?; 



assiduity, while tlie’ air is serene ; while the jpadaai^e jgbi^^^ 
and abundariCja of loose grain lies, scatterii^d : oyer tlie’hpl^^ 
■By these precaution^, they live'Wcujre, ^hen’’|ifprglis em^^ 
yrbroil the sky; tliey want no manner of cohveniehcy, eyen 
wunrer lays waste the plains.,’ , . ; 

jdsp. Po we improve, so diligently, our present" Pppor- 
tuhitiesi’ 'Ihis life is the sePd-time of eternity. Do wehus- 
\band die precious moments, like pe, icons’ sensible, pt their 
unspeakable performance f Sensible,? that if we triUp and 
arc ignorant, thpi/ will be* irrecoverably gone, and use irre- 
trievably ruined. ■ ' , ,,/ V 

Sickness, we know not how soon> may Invpde us* pain 
piay torment us, and both may issue in byr firial di^lution, 
,^C we ,dylyuware of these.awfol changes,’ and properly 
^licdicitous tp put alHii ordeir 'for their approach J— ^We walk 
^alarming thought !) uppii tHe iveiy brink pf death, resurrec- 
tion, and judgement. Db -yve Vv^lk like wise virgfjis, with 
pur loins girt j , with our lanips trimmed ; in a state of con- 
tinual readiness, for the v'heavehJy ? BRIDEGROOM’S 

.advent? ‘ -'..rT I' ? ,„y, ■' "’•■‘r ' , 

v^lThbM ants have no 'guide'J/av^'m^ii' or rukij-M^et 
prepare their mat in the summer, and gather ,, their 0od 


ne 


tirpe 
to 


an ^/je Aariie^t,^;.'U;We,hav^ 

,pf;pur 

gy'ide u3i,;,G0D’s evef'‘.':y^aftjhful.''eye,?‘’.jto overs^,; 'us:';- 
GOp’s soven^gn command, To rplq and quipken^yi^^l^bip 
withstanding "all: , these „ raptiveW, is not the 
sluggar^, th?;y^y language of otir conduct 

slumber, a little morejolding o/f 
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' to alee^, 
dilig. 



iiveight.’''' 

iout'‘iTl*®|^‘|d'''the haraan' 


;;?rhl^’pV6p;e|_ty'^ 

, *.', ^ Tv ;*' ‘l ' 

• V should' descend to the 

f round, though fcjhai^S%wW that are light as air ? 

t the other should ]yoK the Ibeam, though its contents be 
weightier, than the not this an pxacf <5 

fejpresentetion„j:p| the fleeting ple^res 

\sebj^/.or,the'p'|^ij/';'i^ .time, excite our wishes'l'eveh 

' while;t]^e,spUd'’deligbJsb^^’^^^^^ ion, and the immensely rich 
treasures of -Immortality, obtain our attention? 

— HQw^yer, ,Jejt us quit.^t^^ metaphor, and examine fact. 
Suppose -•i m^ke it. app^ instead of choosing the 

most;:digt|hS, so deplorably vitiated, as 

to lathe what is salutary, and fond of what is bameful. ; ., 
TXer.. if yop prove this to b^ universtUIy you 

will prove your favourite point with a witn«f^. ‘ 

When PfoVidence i^i ’ p to thw^t our mea- 
jsures, or defeat out ,epd.4av;bi!fs ; to bring us under the 
cloud of disgrace, of la|^;:bpbh :us the rpd of affliction; what 
is our behavfburf-^^-^t^J^ie.^bpw our heads in humble resig- 
nation? Do we d|(e|i|!^i(ir mouths in ackiiow 


which con* 
wUh'- ifit-were not ex- 
’..?ltiC|^:^^r^i^'rd and fobnsh'i'^cdhfortnutsplf.'to the divine: 

5^n^?|^bSrringly wise,' and,* of.all possible contingencies, 
ws. • *?P^biy the best. how apt ap^ ^we to fjrifct with 
i disquietude ; and struggle tinder afflictiv4.disp^^^s^<^f' ^ 
fl0ld bull in a net ! ' ^ 

: .This is a very inmhrl^t proof, Aspasio, and pp 
. ool y'd^i ■■' PO'obf We mafidl 
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Elce wbat is wholesome, cspeckl^ if ft br top^Jal^able, yet 
ndl'be;fo)id|.pr,p^r bane. , , '; V I-; , 

trid tiled,; the clear . whp ; 

longs for the berries of the nigKtsna^e^^ ab s. 

hors the:i^|^|^«|ift^it b^ 799 

the regiiliriti^: of his ippeiiter-T-I don't ^^it for yoiMf an’-: 
swer. 'SutTmQre thaif^ this a true picture; of all 
unregeneratfe people, fee! how they aftect dress inid efx- 
ternal ornament ibut are nn#illingi,rather than desirous, t^^ 
|>e clothed uUh 'humilinj* and to put o» Christ If Amuse- 
'^ent v\nll engage, play animate, and diversion fire them : 
Itin^t as to tile worship of the living GOO, Ol whuf d wea- 
'Hn^ss, is it>X Frothy novels, and flatulent wit, regale their 
■ tidtei} ,vvhi)e the marrow arid, fatness of die divine word, , 
itre ** M their sorrowful nVeatH.” Flatter "themi and, 
though your speech is a h^tscious poison, ,§ their eyes sparkle 
with delight. Admonish them i and though yc>uf service 
is an exccUntt oU,% dissatisfaction lours qn their brow. — 
What is all this, but to lothe. the salutary, and Ibbg for 
the baneful ? / 

rae,;fto,m the same comparison, propose one ques- 
Jtiqb be Applicable both to the .will and 

^f^the understanding- — Sbdiild you hear of another person; 

state of whose storriach wAs so disposed, that it turned 
.i^e most nourishing food into phlegm ; and derived matter 
of from the most sovereign supports of health s what 

, wpuijl'you think of his constitution? 

I should certainly "think it vety^ much distenmered. 

' %/). ^^|thout|he,graceofpnrtORD JESU5?CHRIST^^ 

jmr souls !Atn';|)’i;iy^bcc.ur|rf||qes,into^^^ increa^,se*;.'qf their 


* Pfe. vi’s. 


+ Rotn. iUt 14,'^ 
J'jobvi. ?. ; 


Mai. 1. 13. 


,A;V in'tjhi his evening ex^iwtiiiatibns, rrctillerting that Kc had licarxl^hSiisi* 
aelf and caniciotis, that he beard it v. ith dcli;,ht — taking honor to hitoself, 

GOP A£U xn Made this mcmotandiua in hiii <iUrj( ; Ut> 

have been bathing my soul in 



,0IALO«5tTES. 


437 


'sinful depi^yil^!': is a snarei^ and instead 

of e^qi|il^.|US'tS7gratii:ude, is a provocatiye'i^i aluttony. — ■ 

.,t-ed} with poverty,' not” td/re^ine ! — 

fHs^ye we l^siriess in the wbrld ? it eunribers oui* thoughts, 
or tempts -us ito.avaricd. Havd we ho bu^iriess to pvanige i 
We sink Uitb slpthj and settle on'' ibe lees of voluptuousness. 
:^If pur Wnemes are prosp^^bu^^^ is is oiids but they attach 
|js to the interests of time. ’;) If they prove imsucccssful, we 
' too often are chagrined . .With the disappointmcni, and sin. 
against meekness. , 'Evdih the holy commahdiui'nt, in.stead 
of.restraining sin, or producing obedience, irritates the ip- 
bred depravity j and renders it more restless, more impe- 
tuous, more ungovernable*.^Those very things, ivfmk 
should have heenjor our welfare {so malignant and raging 
is our corruption!.) ape converted into an occasion of f ailing, 
Ther. The will is^^der no necessity of misemploying 
her powers. She xsfree to act in this manner or in that. 
And, ft a spendthrift, is not a slave. 

Asp, In action s .vyhich relate to the anifiial oeconomy, 
the will is unquestionably free. She can contract the fpre- 
l>ead into a frown, or expand it with a smile; — In the or- 
</marv affafts of life', she is under no cdntfbul. We can 
undertake or decline a journey, carry on or discontinue an 
employ, just as we please;— In t^e.oufumrd acts of religion 
also, the will is her own misftess. "We can. read the word 
of GOD, or go to the plpce'bf divine .wprship, without any, 
extraordinary' aid from 'a|^y^,-W-But in mattm-s which , are 
more intimately conneCteil with oiir salySfion, the case is 
■ widely different. _ ' 

' What says our famouf';;bld^Wt'*S^;^^^ all. 

his rich fancy and bright he speaks as plainly up- 

op .this, gpbgect, ns ThCron’i*' serious ftiend- 

let the man ascrih^ it tQ his skill, 

Xhat thorough graced itafigof the victory, ) 
strength w; haySf^' it is'to ill; 

■.V' .But'all the good ij GOD’S, the power and eke the 
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TTier. This wants confirthatibti'r'i,More\ authentic con* 
l^rmatitiiJ, .thati the fanciful flights of .ft poetr ■ , 

Jsp.if^mi^ y be have a person dejijght.'hjjtfi^lf 
LORD i tal<e, pleasure in devotion ; hnn !^t his' affections; 
On things ! gbpf Iw is both hiS dqty and hiS ihtierest. • 
But al^l: his ,indUpaiS.o^^^ thfe (jiiite, contrary way. 

■^His wiU i^ in distressed womaPj Who 

was boToed a iipirH of infi^ fio 

wise lift up hets^.f Corruptidn,' like a strong bias influ-^ 
eftces, or rather; Tike a heayy rriouptain oppresses his mind. 
/Neither can he shake off the propensity, or struggle away 
/ifrpm the load : until grace, almighty grace, interposes for 
, his release . — IVhere the of the LORD ?y, there, 

Vi gpd/lhete ^lone, is liber^/j^i^ that sacred and glorious li- 
'Seriy, ?whi.c^ is not the conimon privilege of aU then, but 
the high prerogative of the children of GOD. 

Would you have a person apply to the great REDEEM- 
ER ; apply with a real ardor of desire j as Baefimj^ui of 
old, or the Sprophienician mother? counting all things but 
dung, for the transcendent excellency of CHRIST? — :To 
do this, is to, possess true wisdom ; ah3 the only expedient 
: to. Squire true happiness. But the human will is like the 
^Withered Jtrm j cannot stretch forth itself to the all-gracious 
i§.^VlOUR ; cannot hunger and thirst after his everlasting 
righteousness and infinite merit; cannot do this, till the 
' SAVIOUR himself speaks power into the enfeebled, the 
'.pervpyted faculty. you tbipk ; Otherwise j try the expe- 
riment.;,, Persuade tneii, to hecessary practice. Urge 
most weighty ^rgunfehii ; the most pathetic ex- 

^Stulationl'S/l^l^i^ai exert all her, •fow and rhetoric era- 
all he^iart^//Withput,l^^^ dare venture 

'/to^’Yoretel ' 'the "'issue. ,^Disappqititmeht4' 'repeated;' disap- 
pointments, r^ill qonyittce you^that pur dfririe MASTER 
knew what he's^id,; ‘^hen he solenjniy declare^ j 
am come to me, f^ept the FARMER, tohich hath setHfpne , , 
our churetthas, not taught us to play the 
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jplfesus to confesaM^^We b.e tied 
sins^’^ ' 

i:;_^e thanes, or, 

^■s;..ndt there.,,- 

, -If object stat^' 

[;tr«jpk]ip;ijb„.cb^f^;l|^^et suqh,. I ap- • 
»j[;--;'(ai^i;^ibd8;::;'liiij,f.,v^ ;■ To prove”' . 

H,.go- dt*ijit-'’ji:^,The- low'est:; ranks of life.'' 
'aay '^Pphet, are' poor ; these are , 

-iMw ?'- — Jtioi oj ilip I A) HI), nor the 

htoj^iheir get me therefore to the 

and exaniihe. theiii disposition. 

,,;,.j|#-e 3t4u;not:.known;p€«ons,of the greatest' wtreiiMitT 

flurried away by their lustvS 

;tyhirhvind?’T Perhaps, they " 
to danget, and defy the sword, in 
df battle. Yet, were no more able to renounce 
thp ,waiiton a,Uyifenients of beauty, or the soft solicitations 
ot ple^8n|6 ,; than ihepioUi can forbear fluttering albdut the 
name, evpn thwgb it singes her wings,, and is schtcliing 
jfy? 5*^®*^".— Others . ot a refined imagination, 
the,, ,g^oss |nduJgencies of sensuality 5 yet are sla ves 
to thc»Yown They are blown ji,to 

thp most intemperate and, pushed, on to the most ex- 
options, by.evfei^vlittle ruffling, accident, 'rhey , 
sep the, meanness, ■which s^Jh; an ungovernable spirit arr 
t the tni^cr|V which mch internal tempests 

ffi®y resolte tQ>ippress the imbhttjtoaity of their 
ten^l^.i^i^ Yet, Uke.-a.^leather,. borne aw;4y,,-W;^he .torrent, 
th^^iWeld thci.:Vm^,,fit^: pyoydpa^ 'and- afe’asTuriously , 
resenefuj eyer-Tf^Wiiry^ ftce, because ‘ 

®"d :fl|wr -tyrants , are 'lodged within? 

nnt for the meaner, but for 

of their natjite? 
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DiAtodtrEs.- 


, Titer. to ^ 

soul, -%S, W ='= > the 

These 'ready, to 

and to of r€asoh'V';^tf^i,i;;;|i‘;l/ J 

, 'J.fo;. 'if 

with 'li^ire j,' 'if;' ’ ;d;sprop6rtidpd:f d: 

, what ad¥aidii9^;j^|l'%|i(§udp either ;totKd';dd|!^ 

. ytjssei?— THe 'Mobably, bd)aV(^rsei|:^ui' J 

the other mii'^t ‘ifd groveHflg 'dp'thd gtouhdi'l-;' ;\ 
■'v "‘J'her. i>,trrie'seems'tb%.'th^- ;^st,, w.fiihh>' 

i^fVmouth, or moves the wipg, •ori'jpeeps^.’^f- 
py,e as a flame, and evo’r ia%r?uit' of happm?!!!^;;^:;,;'/^^^ 

What if your flaro^^4hStead of shootiurt^wf)Kd«y 
inverted 'Sjfities’ to 'the^ • earth ? ’ Wou!ct’';^lti'dt ^ 
’■'''itpis 'ISie # ylh'iye, and a .sign ' of . great ' diso'rder ?--^.(jrOD ia the, '''• 
Veenter of peffeetion, and the source of felicity. All th!|f 
;is amiable in iti^lf, is cofftip'rehended ih CiOv./ AU tHiat 
15 beneficial to hs, proceeds' from GOD.. Do odf desires 
uniformly tend to this super-excellent Being? Dp OMr 
wishes! tcttriiuate in the enjoyment of his evet-gl^rioiia itia- 
jesiy? j^s! wc are naturally ektrapged!from Him*; Vvf!| co- 
vef ab cdfrlcnunibh with him. We ard wedded to trifles, 
.and dote, upon vanity. But <?Di? fre 
the language of our cor^KteX-^Depart pom ui s we desire 
’liet the knowledge of thy tmys-^. , 

If desire is the fifsi-bbm among the affections, observe 
, it in!ichildren. There it appears in its d,aw,n, and has most 
of pprp nature.:^Sce, how those exulting in the sun>. 
oy glbam, vibrafe with all the rapidity of motion fhek little 
wings Sh pfyimpt and expedite, are the desires 'pilcbil- 
l,;;d|!;eh, to ahf;:i^:orrijpting divefsipn.-rS^ how slpgj^Wy 
snail, crawling forth amidst the fefrcshiiig imoistbre, 
dfags her slotv lehgth along.. So duHil, if not rclpct^tare 
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The disj 

RewjMfe 


ihe children, to any iinji^ing exercise. 

Reyy{( i^^ ||^^!^;|^r^ ; •■ them to the latteir^i; the.^rod can 

4.nd’ ildhisij;?iiPhe but 
grace preventing therh'i'iCaii’ put in- 
y^'Vtaii^lM^od ' desiresi” "■■■'. ' ^ 


better:'regulatfe'n;?^How easily .'are , we 

fortp ; espe- 

off' with the 'decpratiCns' of dress. But 
, beauty of ititemal cliaracter; 

;%ltHjtB,e^fhaiuents of vjrtue,and, the graces of Christianity^ 
^anit'I^^S^pposed, ithst the pulse of the soul beats regu- 
larly pymeipB'th^ is such u passionate Jondness for fading 
;eiSb®^l^isil^cnts, and- sudh a, ct>/d indifference for the mo^ 
sdb^tan^tlal endowments ? — flpw easily ase we smitten with 
riches t and splendor i How dUr hearts danCe uhder a seUse: 
pf distinction, superiority,, or preferment! yet how back- 
ward to love that infinitely loving and lovely REDEEM- 
ER, who would die himself, ^ther than we ..hould become 
a prey to death ! , Tinder we are, perfect tinder to the. sparks 
of irrational and dissolute affection. Harder than adamant, 
colder thim icie» to ths heavenly flame. 

'.7%er. If opr ibve is blind, our Jear has not lost her eyes. 
Fear is qpicic of apprehension ; and, instead of being stu- 
pidly in^hsible, is ready , to “ rise up at the voice of a 
“birdj.” , ; f 

Asp). The passion of fear is sufficiently active, but deplo- 
rably misapplied. — We fear the reproach of men. But are 
we alarmed at the vievv,;! of , ^at everlasting shame, which 
the jLOED, the righteo^ Judge, shall pour upon the un* 
go<idyi^ Wc shudder pt ’the drawn dagger, and stand ap- 
j^fiepat the fiej^lpng Jredipice. But how often have vve 
'.oe^d!rthe,;'syvpfd^df vengeance,' and sported upv 

-perdildon ? . 




* .eoll^'JWr Easter-Day. 


IM account, Ixi^auscwc are' of plea'iiirc, apfi of t’ i 
GOD our SAVIOiJ'&, the l)cri,nture arrats*^^'a pi ci a i 

■i- .„!• C'iV ' • ’ 



44 2 ' ' 


• SM k the ti^pt |Jcrnicious of ,; 
divine- pon,irri^|i|i, and provoke 


Sin 



the blopa\dttj3^^i%;^-;$^pr>'m, the tri 

from _ 
withiidcxtidgBii^ttilfi^ViR^^^ ' Qo vRfe.3r^a^>>i|P 


dcsffb^i^, w-'Mi iMK ad it md»'i9jt3ia^4Ry^''o 

/ties, 

I d'^^s, vv ii!ch;'’S^'‘ an' i n vifihg -iid4rl(eti;>d'iii' 
’■.ei^aiier. tlmt 

gllfa&eighbourin'g'eltn. Ttii^''ci:eafdre', though^.'-l^^jpf 

will fly from your,'lian4>''a^astily‘as,fj^'!'k/||t!^d 
,p;(>^_,g_ I Ie'Sui.peet^"a; design upon fli'S jiben'yjlp'' 


’:bkzWdBdS''cffe|ii4stanceS.^ 'vye’.equal'ly fearful of'^'d'.^- 
S^nitely greater dtemger? Do we fly, wiiffi equal sblici^oe,* 
j^lrom the deluftd but dosTructiVe wjles pl'sin? ala^! Do 
not we too often rua/^a)- the bait, even ;%hen we discover 
ihe fatal not snatch the forbidden fruit, though 

"“'1eji8|d;il%radnstrat^ . though GrOJ).. prohibits ;■ thoagh 

ng to ybUf own account, 
conscience is GOD’s 


..^ fdaca^'tlte general 
‘tilcegerejit in: the soul, and,- ■•executes her office faithfully. 
’ jj^ven the GeMik&sfieW tke^^r^'-'of the law writ ten in (heir 
l^earts, their coTtscieiKe at^‘^l^0H:^yvituess, and their thoughts 
'^be miem while accusing orii^'^'^Musing one another f . 

L there be aii!y:|e^ams bf image, per- 

%kbs* tiiey are to be fdaiiiB tfi; |he conscience Bat 



|yb,f8'oDly aa-yph^ure;'^ 


f ' 'know'"' ’■iSb,(^^pl:.' 


• The i.hnoiiHion, tr» 

the Pkpi&;k fori^ecJ plot ^g»i-net hJii i 

'^4 ■' ' ■> '• K K^' ''■ v'- 5' 'H \ ' , t(A 

'■•■■'fe ;;,-4V''','' ' iiT- '■:.■■'+ 


^ rnkus by an anonymous 
'uJdlic tho rule of o.ur 
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nd insteiidof 
the 

^U?r^umb s 

»'-?'■ ijK '■ ^t''‘OUif' sfetiick” 

S&.‘ "BENEFii^e. 

^ , ^g(.5 p 

when gashed wCth'^^ 


'^«ff/.^W^|^sted'-Tiolations of the dijrln^i^t 

of our various ’5ni**'^ 


■ evident^, light, wfai^h you^ascfi^ 'th, the coh- 

4sp. The tyc own, shew the worA, but not th^% 

/oaejpf the latw||^fitten on; their hearts. Some leading no^il 

have : 'Some'.speetj|l|s.tiye. strip*' ' 


'^^'w'iihbut ':l ' ' ■ ' 

■' you say, cPh^y^^|!^.seSii^eHedto Rather, /' 

:^:'i'%o,;t}ie! equity'' of the 
‘^^yf6^ka^io^y, ' for th&tetibilfri^?! 


,|heff -c^scienpe 
■ Wfiile t|i«sir''-Appghts 
■j»f,'-Mr',,;.pc«iJdtict. J 



m .#i«tttng','Tar':fib'dy.’' 

'7 V ; ^ "‘ ,’- ' 7' ,; ■‘^ 




It^pw' ' them* ■ 7f 

^t;po^ieityc!p :#buia, -^lir’tl 

^ divine ..pyll^^r' 

mf/i i®jplw/«a annf consctffi^'f: - 


^>r, 


\ , ,( *'- - 





,i.#s ‘riiOT* -V 

:’',iMci-e, a«ijti’TO 



'that thebcons^^e is 


all. . : 

its:,accCi^tionis"i^i^i 
false vv'Utt^SS j ' 






,,. .... — , .. 

jtit(e:jM..ahd' very, C'^lM*';jtii!#'lw,';i;; 

j’-'tatkes'i^ffect, they‘‘|jroau€f|;^jp^^it’:th^t'^S’Vu^^^ 

jfjyvditl;, hot a genum'e" hatttftl^tdpi.'.pir ^'.Mhfelg,^i^ll;;:'|^htl',^ 

'iafi^'’; but either a sIavishV'4fcad , 

or hatred of him, asan;jheiitOTibl€/eqei%?'l^^^^^ , 
\,''y‘.^er. Ilatred of 6’Oi?-r;^S,toftBiii1^''.iib|>iqty 
,islb|f(.:tetbe,-'hHhjan .he'art' i^^adfttit .sbch ''enormous^jjailthq&t''': 

..You ’%ay' well be'islihmished,'«-'yheron •, aod'.s^^^p..' 
may justly demand; What iniquity hdvdf^ people foam. M 
'!sne, that they afe gone far from me ;]; f, created them out 
of qothingj.and endowed them w|tb an immortal soul. 

.pmifided''fo?\ As a nurse, I 

,.*‘./;‘f^^^piHsh!|(i',thei|iisi5>elr'ba^ the earth, and 

prei^hb'accommotlation. I 
ft8'''qbj^jheakabje happinp^s, 

, ;^'.^;',',’fny "fc're'atures ,-'c!o^ them 
'?** ‘.ijij^ryk.ejC.a'nd'fcyen my:,af^.^;rhm|ster .unto their good.^ 
they desire greater.., |^|St|pii^ations of my love ?, J have 


'if, gij$n them, what wa8t.^:^5j% .me than all worlds. '■ 'I 

bosom,; tp-die in 

’' tt^Sthadrirt^^oiild*: .theisrX.natsie I'farther evidettcfc&d£;mv 






u$ 


J,-' is indeed tMMost detestable 
^ ,f'''wi(;:k^dness. 'Sw^mnij^.-Joolish 

pl^SMi:Ci'or:.;^ab,, unruly '';p«^ion, he 
^it!k';,CQitmahd of his'^J^^ATOR;- v "•’'.'i-Cr,' . 


sick or the 

: |SfCt‘ ' ^ is so the less you touch 

^ let uKitot quite ouiit the irascible 

I0sp.' Of this we have already taken a side-view ; if; you, 

, <^ikise to see it in fuller pfopWtipn, make your observation 
pn Fermdus. — c(»iies»?' horae in a rag©* . his 
^ fierce indignant, mark his wild irregular gait ! 'liuw 
chei^ kindles, inti^ fi^^ pale as the , 

Cor|>^. HiSvIips il^Ver, and words are half choaked in 
their Utterance. /Vetj though he can hardly speak, he vows 
revenge, and utters imprecations. — What, I beseech yog, 
is the , cause of all , this vvohdrous fermenf? why "truly, a 
neighbour has dropt sgibe reflecting hint, or a servant has 
blundered in ^me triflihg message. Such usage, jFerbft&tr 
says, is intolerable ; and such negligence unpardonable.— 
This same /’m'/rfur has offered numberless affronts to his 
Maker ; he has roost scandalously neglected the will of 
his Almighty LORD ; yet fCels no indignation against him- 
self. But when the interest bf CHRIST is wounded, he 
can sit as unconcerned,; or pass it off With a laugh.— An-r 
ger, I acknowledge, is sometimes beedihipg and useful* 
But h this its rigiit temperature? ^/u> its ‘proper applfea- 
tibn? •_ 

Th&r. Tliis is the- practice only of some few turbulent' 
and; boisterous spirits; v To saddle ///eiV^alitiCs upon ewfny. 
Person, is a procedure juist as equitable^ as the madmah^i:, 


: of pop i.! so ihmkwg sin'e» pension, that One VOilJd almost with, never to 

occurs in our aiigtjfing book ; IS too qto!«xenu)liiicd m common 
f : corrupt iiaturo ’-^cfvcjfy human heart# 'See i, go, £x<hI. 

liavV.jMn'xv. 15, Rom. wn y* • ^ ' 
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J.,.^ ^ ?S: .', ^ MH! 


own 








:.^n4i;^|;easy 
..their 

‘'.t|ffiM|, these goi^.||,fed'.fem|pfe'i^i?.:if bur nature-- 
would '1^ the- p(?j|^^fi|>«f/prc^ce 
|f^>^hvv, alas, ! ,. they are'npd^i^d, wi^hdut-nn-ch m|^K',| 
-*|t^^|^^l(3ptn.;cdpe to' any;.^0.ip^^jerialhle,.d^r^^ e-tnipen^lf 

,4^1^^^W'4;^ratd'df trud l^fl^Shiti. ^i^^^dpttbte^yiiOTf^^ ,' 

“-^I^r^pw’ we ani-Sji'eaking of 

Ip^en -garden. ', Many of those 'heVfc»i'^,ilI^*p5^uttti4f^*^'''' 
'ffi(trd ]mnd, wh^ch crushes thehi j and effiabalm tW 


UcLiiu, wii,tvii viuslica iiit^Lii ^ aiiu <c^u«Maju4 kUkf 

,fbot4/#|%^.» on them. Such wa4#e bepigifl cphr 


Me; ‘ajwayt: W(^ciii^£;;evil wit|> g6o&; 
;fofr-.'ptV - 'uhgjiktefai' stupidity '|:.- '- 


barbarity, split htyj^e4r., 
'blopd'‘|,^,|fifc.;''pl^a4®^' •gbt^’abce, - as -an extenuation'' ‘hi', 
djj^-^ilt'l-*— is'.'the. same which was also in 

•pur'tJ^'me M-ASTEH ? T1|4il|i'i^:.dhr'- passions righttypois- 

’■fi^v^l'if^s^ntment kindleSSj'and 
lBit-iMnfwf4!,i|hik|et\b5 ouir he^i^W'tnjs is an infalUble,. sign, 

ourSAW'OlJE’s -pattern j eonsediuent- ' 
Etfe:'Btt|^:;;^r primitive*' tyctituSe,. - , - ^ -r •.: ■^; - 
?f , .;pl^;^^tyon- 6f,-th'e/micy.^;'lbis,;,iiS surei'-^-if-pp , 
,'■ this , primitive - .-iii^ifadia. ■'. What- pic-';' 


I does sti6 maliie ? 


iii , ' . ' ..,..:.‘;.'']1S>‘^ >1 ... \ ^ i| »■ I W^lH " ^ 'l^ ■ ^ ^ '*' ■ltll l.M )i * i .M.)l '' 
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1s' lively and exdiitsive, I readily 
?* the post, or out-fly ^tie eaele. But 

or fly abroad^ tobriflihoine 
i tb^n, I '^prehend, though you should adfSre the 
feculty, you w^iU hardly be in mptui^S vvith its agency. — 
This IS jhe rest! truth. Our foney, tffl divine' grace recnj- 
late and exalt it^ operations, is generally employed in uiSk- 
shells, or culflit^ vetJembb^ hferhs. IFemnns- 
(as the Prophet very elegant, and no less 'exactly dcscribS 
flie 0 ^) the s^uhrs mb, or hatehaifr cockah-ice e^its* 
Bussed in the absprd impertinences; or acting in spefuia- 
tion. the vilest miquities: That, whicli .should be a Si 
vichsed, ajomitmfyscalvdf, for the PRINCE of oeJce it 
the thoroughfare of vanity.— And even when we ace Ve- 
newed from above, O! hpw necessary is it, 'fo keep <ln in 

vTS! """^V^SJercise a strict discipline, o?er this! 

\olatile, variable, treacherous vagrant ! 

^hcTOe;no7-y, as well as the fancy, is not impaired is de* 
bauched. \\ hy else does it so firmly retain the impressions 

£ the remembrance oF a bene- 

fit. Any idle fopperies, which sooth Our vaiiity, and in 
crease our corruption, cleave to the thoughts, as he v\-x^ 
nous burr to our clothes. While the noble truths of foe 
gospel, and the rich mercies of a gracious GOD slide 
away trom the mind (as water from thi feathers of a swSn) 
and leave no lasting trace behind them. This double ner 
vjseness is very emphatically, and too truly represented^ by 
Jeremtuh; Can a nmidjorget her ornaments,- or a bride her 

tTf' U me, days without num- 

! ^ immodest It 

prpssion, they are almost sure to fasten themselves on bur 

imoSnit/^ "rf r foilo'vus with a troublesome'^ 

importunity. If ,e;!cduded, as unwelcome visitants, they-’ 

force themselves, again and again, upon our imaginafion.?' 

hey dog us to the closet j-foey haunt our most retired- 
,|durSi and too oiton disturb our very devotions.— Tell me ' 


vf 11. ' . ’ ‘ t ii. aa. 


^ Isai. Ji.v, 





D1AL06VES. 


now, /pan the'^culty be uprightand-S||_ ^ ^ 

a perforflkd trarismit the benepci^} 

5/>o/^e,''rp imibibe;'^-pernic3buS;*.;:;'^^ ' 

'iher. ^eli frjipnd, whatever guiil? ^ of < 

dontract^,’/aif/:<^Ki/«?af'p;i>e positive, is, none of yours;-:- 
Hu nan nature; hi^is rep^Ve^ heightening or adinatpry 
touches hn|na:,ypur pcnci^^ You have ppiirtrayed her/oww/i 
and btastlv, and ‘eycry.&ipg .^d but 4^Uid, 

isp. At'. ’ this, even'^tlus abominatidn, I must not spprete^ 

I dak* not except— ■£/«»> is a deVilish dispo^tipn^. 

^itiites no where,, but in damned spirits, and 

infernal as it is, it has beeih foor^ in C ^ 

most exalted character. 'Hie maghatiimous Joshua felt" its 
C ititrw tooth t- The disciples of tire bleskdJEStJSwdre 
soured with its rohUgnant leaven J. ^n Apostle declares, 
Ibat the spriit lokich dioelleth in us /ustiM to ehvji H ; is impe- 
tdously prone to that detestable temper. 

* is corifessedlv a diabolical practice. Yet, how 

jjatlpPppiitablit forward are our children, to utter falshood ? 

they are born# they go astray j and as soon as 
ihpy ^ 1 ^^, they 8^ lies,-^! sStd unMcaj^ntahfy. But I 
tbeJeiipteasiOn.o The is evident. 'Fhey have 

|t^;t^' im%e of the Ciopk and are become like 

thpifcll^tate spirit, who is a li/urt and the father of it. 

. ; think you of malice,* of hate, and revenge ? Are 
they/hot each a species of murder, and the seed of the old 
? ;,y therefore, 'we are entirely free from all 
,ih^;^ii5sh;;eipptiohs, wfe must, we wiafr'acknoivledge^ 
t|^t' Pririce of this world € has his party Wlthm us*' 
^Miiv the Aidisih^y ^®nd of dhr GOD extirpate ah^ eubdue 
by 'day .1' 




f ttl* reiiArkAtt^Ua »olj^ coiiftlitAttn^ of that argantant, . oicd 

iMt-yarc 

vAiato. moruliiy.V— 

tVf'"¥l4a; f<; Ptd ^i^fave^ "diipcwiitlott^ u %d ^ 

^ iWrtiity, ca^ry MMf iU ‘ * ’ ' ' j ^ ; 

4 KU \ 24, H Jawa , 
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[ Y6u tell me I s||n — ShfbiuJd^;}!^ person, who 

-of his felloW^'p^aturc's,^ soothe 
he b6lsje'r';lihein,4p" in a 
cbpct^t pf their Excellency, when thej^ltre nally 


^ uricle^ii thing ?'^~Shali the? stjirgi i>n as- 

*snre his patieiiti, “ AH is well even when the mprtih'ca- 
tiun hi^ tak;en place, and^the gangrene is spreading? This 
viriere to reHnp the first out of aTl benevolence^ and do flatter 
th^st into hWgrave. 

,, A dispuWntof less complaisance than myTheron, would 
PI|^h^|i)Ljrasx^;with. a contemptuous sneer; “ Hive! youthen 
/Slhedt|4(hl^^ picture?” — To whom I would 

.fe|i»t^^ “ I have.” Aliedging 

.thts ibhly,- to mtxlerate: ?ay cottfusion ; That I am daily seek- 
iftg, by prayer 4nd watchfulpess, more and mort' to jmt if 
fits old man, tp^ich is corrupt according tto he deceiifUt 

And, to alleviate wy rorroto, I am endeavouring conttr' 
nually to remember j that however unworthy I am, hpwe^ 
fver vile I may haye been, ray adored REDEE^fER’s 
.tightepusness is perfect ; pnd in this righteouiness, eypty be- 
liever is tq tpakehi^ 

77wr. So then than is blind in bis undejrs^fidtiiigi lEr- 
verse in his will ; disorderlydn his aflPection^ i toflnenced by 
dispositions, which are partly brutal, apd partly dial>o- 
^ licah— r-I have often heard you extol, in terms pf high 
.admiration, the virtue of huipility. you have lavished all 
the riches of eloquence, with haranguing on poverty ofspi-. 
.rit. li sUch be the pondition of mankind, they have infir 
vnite pause to be popr in spirit, Iney must, therefore, have 
pne excellency lelt j and, according to ydur own account, a 
veiy dwtingqjsbtog one. ' 

thing displays, in a more faring ligbt| 
lhp\ extreme depj^yity.ipf man, than his sttpng prop^sity t 
;44|»riye,vnotwithi^^b4wg *9 vileness, and so irtahj! ; 
J d(^rfnities.‘--Should noit^me leper admire the bea^m^‘ 
cornplexion, or impotent' paralytic gkfify in ^^' 






'^%ii . we ca!il '''rtis '’hafpti&afiiHis 

^:'f5r^'£T. AVhy dp you'^'t^kbh ptidcr/jin ,iiril' 

^^;^rruption ?; I see no ^romdy 
>^sp|;;pjfti ; I-hPpe,, ,I'«myi^lf .'aidtan IpsHd.^?; 

''iungaarde'd sallies -of ; passipn^ 

subject, but c^^o tl ^ jj^^CI 

V,, , ■' • ' '. Ah !• ..Tdfetoh,' if - you 'was riot p'i^'di';^pu ^ , 

“■ ;S■,s.^^pa^ff,^‘i=Uri^easonable anger .alrirayS' proceeds 'trpjd;,; 

opinion of- our own ;_^wprth;~C>ttd' whpi;" ' 
•''knowledge of ;;hiriri^^ , .riiature,:; dad'' 

■Sa:i^VS«a' tojpitf ■ 
tlisat thfey ’ar6/|ki^&^' 
'the Mttt-0^:ot 
He links toge- 

;■:: V' ' ':s» and hi^i-mi tided $ iv^bl ' bb- 

4c. ;;:r;Q^%feO::atp'easi^. provoked. ^ cef- 
^ 'tbadtb' '■.'■? dd<^|(widiout •, offence ?■ ■ If,, ijpt ‘ fanpy,- 

‘■*^^^KS-SJailfe|>«v ■: y.'H'ijde'^weeds of - vanijy/^ddC'dttt ,. 








m>. - ■"«-;r'^»"ii 
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. found entn^^^intp our na- 

^tiqjj[Si^;,but,a rqfned^^|>f<^,^i4j^|»qr' this 
;.«fe/<,£wn-,:v, .■■.v.,,f,,,|li^iended;;tp' fit4e':pp'‘^"t'f^0i man. 

g^>^P«l>i^hiit a; ■battery.Vected 
of.baj^n.? 'prdained;:fto''''car^. idotvti 
is often ap- 

“fKj^'^thqpgh "thl's is contihuaTly playing ; yet th^ 

npPcaGt^!mour,4B not^ purged pjif', nor the elatement 

'Ipf '(^idCiibtailly subdued^ till mortaiity is swalloivcd up of 

which most easily besets us. Who can 
iny heart ckanX from this iniquity.? Itde-> 
jfifw.Ojdf diitjes, and intermingles itself with our very virtues. > 
It st^rtiup, I know not how, in our most solenin hours, 
-most sacred employs. — ^The good HezckiaK whose 
if^^S were;^oib;H|®yverfu than all the forces of Saina- 
digti6,mds liljt proore against the wiles of this subtile sor- 
ceress 1|. Even the holy Apostle, who had been cai^ht up 
into the third heavens, was in danger of b^ng pufred up^ 
with pride. In such grpat danger, that it was necessary to 
put a lancet into the gatlierine tumour; or, as he himself 
expresses it, to fix a thorn ip mV/e«A,§,andperinitthewes'- 
sengti of Satan to buffet hist. 

How pathetically is this corruption lafnented, and how 
truly described, by “ a sWeet sipger of^ our Israel." 


W'i ' CX • 
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But pride, that busy ^in, 
Spoj[is;d}.ihit:, perforiri', 

Cursed pi^c creeps se^ur^ly inj 
, And swells a haughty, WOirm^’ ■. 

Thy ‘glories I abate, J''; 

' "^il!r;p’taiset;thce with 'design ; , ' 
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.'rl, 

' ** , ’ijv 1’’^ ' 


■ ;' ■" ■■ 'I' '■ i/ '^fjc' frmtiim to ^ ’■ ;,; ;' 

r,, /*'■•''' ;'''^!'v'’’;' 

. their -own »ppl^|j|M’*.' ^ ';' ■ Vi*! 

Tkef. Now, ‘ I presume, you hav^ given the last touches 
Jo your distdrtefd i^urtrait. ' ' ' > >; 

i Asp. There are other disagreeable and shocli;ingf^j|ihSi'«ji^ 
But those I shall cast into shades, or hide und^ iayl^i;|§(i)0 
; particular you must allow me to add ; whicb^f like 
f- 9Af j[n the countenance, throws aggravated horror o,vi||l!!the 
whole. 1 mean, an inclination to be fond of our .v/cwry. 
— Ito ^'ou’ remember the story of Demaratys^ the iMceder 
;.■ Jj?twt^«’Princev? 

1; Tiler. Being deposed by hjs countrjrmen," pnd b^ishbd 
from Spqrta, he was constrained to seek protection ih 'tlw 
yAereipi} court. Fpr a while he might seein reconciled fp 
jjvhis vail^age, and suppress the Spartan in his breast, ^ut 
“:"^,when ;he l:>*^held i^oniaas xaii his gallant troops preparing 
defend 'the pass of Theripd^Le, he couli disguise hira- 
•^self^p down hiis cheek?:* He 

bifejdy lamentt^ his djshpnpfpbfe Situation . He e^tcdled 
" md irrcaans to Xerxe(s and longed Join thc^e 
Brave patrons oif liberty, ^I wai detained, still detained, 
by his hard circumstances, aipbng the vile stipendaries of 
l^tyrannyt*’ ' ’ ■' •; v-' ’ 

'":'‘'.\ Asp^-lesi. in this instamfe^and in others, tfie, c4pHveex^ 
i'^^ 'hastefk ta ke: loosed 1. But we alas j, we prefer bpndaj^ 
I t^„|i|;pdpt«, ,anid are loth to leave our prison,— Of this, hm. 
^kW^rdn^ id se(f-cxaminalton, is bodi a consbqbence 
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inatioD, ‘under'. 


'Ip^vthe 


' a " A'- .''“W'i^^. 

ana,,a^','|to 

.. 

■ clislike;'"'fqi- r^roof ? ' 


j|P^*t?,p.en ^ a \ytridpw; jtn^diipjii^^dD ; 
||pa|w^i|^^fle4,,cQi^ittp,n^ 


thqfghit tends .^.dissolve the enchantment, and rescue uS 
Jrom.;thc^ranny of sin. While ^aWeif^;\which ab the < 
delpsipHT^d sttehgfhfe'^^^ the spell, is music to our ears. — ; 
Is no^-ohr irea^n, w’hich should arraign and condemn every 
it^qpiti||;;i%ward to Invent excuses, and to spare the 
Reason^ which should unsheath the t/ag^cr, 
sit^i^ntends the mask ; and, instead of striking at the 
heart, qf our vices, ‘ creuis them under the cover of some 
pil^iii^le names. A wicked habit is called a human infir* 
m^(|r' ensnaring diyersiems pass for innocent amusements; 
a tei^jehgeful ^ispositiSsK is termed spirit, gallantry, and ho- . 
tior.j' Thus our reason (if, when so egregiously perverted; 
•it deserves the name) is ingenious to obstruct our recovery ; 
:^nd rivets on the shackles, which our passion? have formed." 

, . .This the eternal wisdom foresaw, attd therefore uttered 
tluit tender expostulation {How long sMple ones mik ye 
MyP ^impUcihjy and scorner{: ^\^i ip their and 

/t)4/i.hiate knoxdedge ? Evep’the inestimahly, precious know- 
ledge qt an all-atoning and . completely justifying SAVI- 
•OvH j who preaches, vtdio has purchased, and who works 
deliverance^ — preaches in his word, has purchased by his 
blo^, and works b s' hiii SPIRIT, deliverance for the qap- 
‘tives^thq ‘wretdjed eapqviis qf ignorance, ^u, and death*. 

' be ilie inqa atiq deplorable gSact 

of hphnian depravity — our aversion to the doctrine, the pri- 
, the graibe of the gqspel. Bfeware, jfey ^Icar IrieE^ 
i,'^st;)^u pnwe iny^^^ipoint by'-^shall t speak; it -your; qwd" 
pi;icti^.— ^Zealodi; I am fttf my tenets, I should be sort 
'■ i]^»‘.-d>;rhave such a 'Hc^q|^f^iqq,qf thei'f'truth. ^ '■'■ ': ;; 

'Ther. You are Aspastt>', to' single jwequf' 

'for yoqr evidence. , the honor be appropri- 
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a^, npm, 

;■; aibandoR^j>.'.|^|l,,;&i5t^^ rnrfnft'X,,^, 

,'' sofis arrbw|)^ , 

' tjhb black Iis{|'t(j|^;ark'a//''v^ft^:^e 
'.'vill^i)*|'|f'^ttd?',|!^.Can never be C/triMim charity; thK 'is 
: unsi|ffmb{b b^i^ripmness. ■ ' ^ ^ <*.,;, j.,--; ... , , 

, . Let me’ beseech you, Theron, not to mi;^j)p|lbbfid' 

•,^X design. I speak not, as a malevolent satiti^|bj^f;|^d|jid ' 
,'^mita,te a physician. I^m opening the .sore, 

'?mit |he healing balm ; and should I perform , the op^ 

•• .witljian ? My soul abhors the thought. 

— I tripst entreat you likewise to remember the disttj^Ctfon, 
,„.;,betvybbn a state of nature, and a state'-yf gr-ace. '^ij^^are'-' 
l;^l:.;naturalJy evil. , The zoorld, says 'the ' A*^tle’— ||^:rWe " 
•Shopld imagine,; that the charge is advanced only agiuhst 
^bahdoned wretches, he enlarges the indictment ; he; 
j rend^^-it ’um^ whole zvorldi mt barely ‘slips by 

^^4ve^eHce ittti> a sipgle sin, of falls flirougb infirrriity into 

but lieth in d^kkedness *. As the ax- 
fJItlpf;, meritiohetj by the.sacr^ lay all torpid 

:$li^i;isb,at In this miserable cbn- 

should femaiftj . ye^ ever remain, did not a su- 
•■^rhatural power work, intis hath to wilh and to fo >‘ some- 
' what like that power which cay^d the ponderous iron to 
rise in |be water, andswirh. pti the surface. - 

It; is4fi|is, supj^rnaturd .power which makes sopi^ ,tp differ 

ktK ' 


and r€torm<sd in thfir jile ? I 
;5ny ability :pf .^their o,t^h, ‘h:U'.\mt:yiS&v^'- 
whipn'^urges ‘iawiky'tfeeir-. 

, hv'^^t'hbf lyphoul jeay^ h ''v .' 

.-.'f :I%r.,'vlIor<ii;''AJpa^io;^ strain 'the bow, 'Till 

sorhe jpcrsonsj as 



mAh^VES. ' 4 '^ 

' says Moses, '"t^jS ^^^k;;fe}istori- 

his generating the 

'. ; neither decei^ii'^^hdr '.bet ^ 

arid an, . upright f . — Cbi^quently,' 
dl#;n8ed .from this.,b'er&ditary 
dfj6iiirn;ea]i|i| Wd"^ rcharacteir coiifiiltes your derogatory 
' i^j^jj^es^ntatibns ..b.r -mankind. 

: Jisp. Those eminent saints were perfect. That is, they 
yrery sah^ified throughout. No one grace of religion was 
JacHifig. ’ i^,, in the new-born infant, there is a human crea- 
no constituent part of the vital trame is 
each is tender; all are very feeble ; and 
Ua^^rrived at the full size. 

They were jipright. This word seems to be explanatory 
of ..t,he; 5 preceding ; and signifies an unfeigned desire, joined 
vyllb'ca hearty endeavour, to obey the whole will of GOD : 
exb|i^dihg, ncit all Obf^ct, but e\\ prevailing hypocrisy, and ^ 
wi^ remissness . — The interpretation, thus limited, is of a 
piece with their conduct. If stretched to a higher pitch, it 
is evidently inconsistent with the narrative of their lives. 

Pray, what was your motive, for decorating the silvan 
retirement (which sheltered us yesterday) with the statue of 
Elijah ? Iv, ., . 

Ther. Because I thought, his solitary life, and gloomy 
temper, suited that sequestered bower. Because the me- 
morable adventure, there represented, is with me, a favor- 
ite portion of sacred history. 

Are we pleased with spirited and delicate rallery ? No- 
thing exceeds his pungent sarcasm, on th6 stupid and des- 
picable dupes of' idolatry. Every sentence, is keen as a ra- 
zor, and pointiad as a dagger, yet wears the appearance of 
t|e: rnost courtly complaisance. We may truly say, in the! 
Watltiful.htnguage bf the Psalmtst, His words are smoother ; 
tftp^oilf apd yet be th^ very swords %. - '■ 


r :".v 


* Ccn. vi, 9, 
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’SihgKlhffetSsSteM bya^asg 

Jtthe cau^^" pf ’tril^^lnst tt»e,^Kii^f 

::.i^reds of .the’ ap^tafiq' He 
'.'credit, td'li^sk'iliis; y'eifV;;;iifi^,'J^nd (', -.-. 5 , -’, 
' than p«5)rskii^all''i'' c'rj“dit,^^':i 6 t ' Jife) 'ih’fe 



Dso'we admire the triumphs of faitn ??his faith'*WS|7’ in a 
' manlier, omnipotent. He prays, and f.orrents:^0;fir^yiAt'-‘ 

! sccnd from the sky, to devour his adversaries 
v'agaii), and the sluices of heaven arc s/iut ; 

. dew nor, shower for several yearsf. — A third tiriid he j^f^ys, 
and the windows from on high are opened i abundfpce of 
rairi^vvi^ters the earth %. — On another occasion, he p^sents 
. his supplications, and GOD makes his feet like haif^li^et. 
insomuch than an aged Prophet outruns thcToyal cllitmt'i- 
A$p. I commend your taste, Tlieron : and am partit^lar- 
;1y ipleased with the rea^sons of yourchoicel — But do nofyou 
vjTieniembdti tliat even the wonder-working TishbitS fuWed in 
lihis resignation; arid failed in his faith? Eminent as he was 
^vfor mortification, he gave way to unreasonable discontent j 
^aridnthough a champion- for, top living GOD, he yielded to 


' unbelieiHiig fear p — The man mouses was very meek, above all 
th6 men tohich were upon fJteface of the earthy ■ Yet fie, 
even fie was provoked in his spirit, and spake unadvisedly 
with his lips **. — Was riot Peter the hero amOrig our 
LORD’S followers ? Yet he trembles, more than trembles, 
‘at the shaking of a leafj he' denies his divine MASTER, 
scared by. the voice of a woman. 

il .Look whef-ever we will, we find proofs 'of human de* 
'fdjj^ing uncountrouled in sorrie, "’tokkirig 
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i?' written 'by the 


?iTl. 



itt out. 


rer of observation 
fei. ’ , - Even , m praC 

'Oigtjnguishing 'gift j in 

';:vy|>q| ‘ , , ' ' ■, 

, ‘ " while are talking, the day ha.S insensibly stole 

itself aiwa^i and jleft us surrounded with twilight. Which is ; 
a sort of lustre .ihtcrixiingled with darknegs : no part wholly ' 
lucidfi npj^liart’ wholly obscure.— An emblem, according to 
■y ^| ,;^e|;>rj^ntation, of the renewed soul, and its imperfect 

iW^.; A very just one. — Even where the gospel shines, 
still thUre is an inlercxirrent gloom of corruption. Ignorance 
mixes itself w’ith our knowledge. Unbelief cleaves to our 
fii^h^Nor is pur purity free from all contamination. — Ibe 
Prophet foretelling the establishment of the gos-, 

pelxingdom, and dekribing the state of its spiritual sub-* ' 
jects, says; It shall come to pass in that dap, that the light - 
shall not he clear, nor dark* , Tins, as to its" literal sense, 
we now see exemplified in the circumabient atmosphere. 
\yith regard to its' rpmVwc/ meaning, every true believer 
feels jt accomplished in his.,(0!Wn breast. 

^ler. While you are so., yenement,. in decrying all human 
attainments ; consider Aspasio, whether you do not check 
znA dispirit us, in the pursuit of exalted virtue. 

Asp. I suppose, you never expected to be such an adept 
in geometry as Archimedes, nox so profound an astronomer 
z% Newtons yet this did not check your application to the 
s^udy , of , mathematics, or the contemplation of the heavens. 
Jr^;|;jki!r:.brother>t^^^^^ I presume, has no prospect 

pf; aftiassihg thq of a Croesus, or the . immense, trea- 

tsurpsjpf .a, yet this does not dispirit him in 

. prospubting the biisines, vyhich brings him both ppulenUe 

■ana'''hdnbr. 


t; »Nh;,ivi. 6, 7. 








.Incept the otiilci 

; gum€njs-:;fo|' y#r' ■ <J^eoh>||®.ei>r> • 

/armSi >iiaY:’'^‘'*Or. if;;;thi.«,be tpdf concisb»/B.^yi''Sp%biii;pf%1^i- 
• a words ofa /if!»/ir^"kmg j “ v^en 

\-*f yii^,|la,^ ;att|l|jri^ what you pursueii|rl;i^,%e UfSr^gain^l 
t^c(i%ma}fg(r^ and attain it also * '* 

'.' Ther, According to your account, the riii©st; ;|tiiytip%4: 
ahd Established chriStians, are but like a comps^^^y»^!!!i||^4i 
yds. Does this pot extremely derogate from the hootft'W 
‘^ur lsORD, considered as the physician of souls? If sieems 
•to mafee. a mere, nothing of sanctifiEation j and would^val- 
Itow pp CHRIST the king, in CHRIS|' the priest 
■ Asp. Invalids they are ; arid such will con^nue, -ffl they 
are dismissed from this great infirmary, and admitted Ihto 
that holy,, happy, blessed world ; where the inhaWiant 
l^ajll m.fmre jfdy, I am either in soul or ih<body«V>^f. 

I; ' If thh cure never to be completed, this doubtless 
>;ivGttld be dishoiio^ble to our Almighty PHYSICIAN. But 
f^e/Vspiritual/.re^^ on earth, and advancing 

HffirbUghtime, Will bfe, |ierfea:e!|^,iri heaven, and pitolohgEd 
to eternity. — Doek this make a mere nothing of s^nctiima- 
tion? No, but it makes ropih for a continual progress^ and 
afterwards for continual hUMiation. It reserves a foost ex- 
alted prerogative, for the heavEnly state and beatific vision j 
and perjpfetually reminds us of a iriost important truth, that 
pur presEritiWeMedness, consists, nbf in beirig/z-ee frorii M 
'••Sm, Ipit lri'\hkying -^ 0 , sin.'V»ipe/red’tQ usT./ 
''‘’'*'!^^^^''.trii,^ffeetion of' our obedience, tnst'eadof corifriilihd'*-' 

betnjlEieh ‘CHRIST, I 
the Priest. '''‘Whereas, if ■’wefri'^'peffett 
office, with regard to us, woulcob'eispr 
pErsEded.;; Whst need of an,^ to recomirieridbur 


• Matt. ii. «, 






W?w' 

.'Val- ' 


j P&al, xxxii. &• 



;;^i 

.prayer|i;Aii^^||t' for an 

^ sortie;' tain|w»|..^i^inal 
best servicie«?/|^'. ' '- 

'; ' . :^tpfio|^P|'4pt'^^tfrort?>th^ 

of '<^'RIST.‘v'’''It''fa^ef:: jatfrtiinis*"'' 
,tfei?;.trti;:4fc:;tplj|llta||e,oui}'''^ divirtrt-''atti5-i''' 

in^5c'd^uctirtg' the- affairs; 'of his‘:': 
thrtwcH^; that the lighteousness ol;'f 

faith jnaay h^ve its’due; hortor, and the sandtirtcatiort of the| 
SPIRIT prbper e^eem. — Of his got^hess , , irt carrying | 

bn the wor« bf grace, artiidst so much’ infirmity, and sS 
and in crowning, with consummate 
frail undeserving creatures. — Of his power f ■ 

iif'^ir^cting a variety of benefits even from 

TItefy Benefits t Aspasio! — Can any thing beneficial pro- 
ceed iflom an evil, which, according to your own reptesen*-* 
taiidb;i^|,is so incorrigibly malignant ? 

''4w' wii|' tend t^inake us lowly in our own eyes. When 
■we.iememl>er, that we are altogether become abominable 
that the remains of this hereditary plague still adhere to oub 
minds; that no orte faculty of our souls, not' so much asAf 
single action of out lives, is wholly free from this noisome ' 
infection ; Hqw must such a view of ourselves cover us with ;! 
shame, and lay us low in abi^ment ! Less than the least of 
ail thy memes^, will be the language of such a one's very- 
soul.;'' 

' It . will dispose us to compassionate others. Hovy can we 
take a brother by the throat, and require faultless perfec- 
tion in his behaviour, when' we ourselves in many things 
offend; in all things fall ; short ? Every such consideration 
rebukes, what I may calf spiritual unmercifulness. It pleads 
tbrtderrtess and forbearance to our fellow creatures. Is a 
, i^Oiiitor within, ah's whispers tbit affecting remonstrance ; 

not ihbk h have compassion upon tiiyjeUow-servanty 
sUce thy Almighty LORD hath such renewed. Such unwea- 
fk^ffity.ontheeX’ ■; . ■ ’ . ■ 


* End. jcxxiii, i^vGcn^vxxxil 10, 
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,tmsi,. im^ like wormwoOT oil ,the};p 

gall in .^he cups* must tend to wean us from .tl^ iw^rl^il^ , 
j. . Jio\vcan we be enamoured with suclj 
ncssj and such a vale of tears? Or why shoulil'tWe 
when providence gives the signal for departure, to .pfdfdlig 
oui:|ihp<^€ i*’ thcse^erritories of disorder ?-^Surely, tws must 
incilnc us to leave them, every day, mpre and inore||;i,nur : 
a^eetioiis ; and' at last, to leave therp*. without anj^^^eldb- 
tance, by fi. al dissolution. Leave, them, for that better 
cpuntry, where, our personal righteousness will no longer 
be detective,, lijijc the rf;a!!//i’g moon ; b,ut shine forth with . 
pon&uniituatie Justre, like the meridian sun, in the kingdom 

will endeJar; the blessed , JESUS in every capacity , as 
til^,,stings of the B^ry .l^^^ing setpent, and the dearth of the 
^jSste, howling wilderness, endeare,d to the Israelites ho\\\ 
theif- miraculous . atttidote, and their bread from heaven. — 
They who believe this truth, njust see their inexpressible 
and incessant need of CHRIST’S spirit. The protestation 
of Mases^, on a particular* occasion, ; will bd the daily, .the 
hourly breathing of their souls; ^arryns not up hence unless, 
tky thy SPIRIT, ga xoith For ;^yyithout' 

,\vf;i:4pn dib, charge no <|uty aright, por successfully. ; 
tgippiation.— Ibey.'.vyill be e3sigfedip.gly . caUt^ou^ , 
sacred guest, 'lest hg-’d'epgrt. frQh:i',thi^'rd|v' 
j^d;;al^ji|^.Jljem - to. the power of, their lurking- cp'frupti-.. 

'that .if /<<?.,, .abandpll'wtliem, whem'si'bgh .foes' 

their case* ' 
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■ locks ']ivere',^^^';-a»^!the 

'■ value oa- 

' ■ •i 4 ''l 3 ij&y'wl!f BPfm 01111*1* .into' the" pfesehtiie of 

th'fe:';i|i^sf G ‘0 fMiidal' reliance ' tlpph ' the 

•atpiti;tn'|;‘'an^’-%ierG^! 3 li|^-^ thini the sons'’ of -/ar-;.' 

ePd yir^uld have’vept^^ to apear before the viceroy of' 

Bgypt, wi^houf the -'^Ompany of thcirjbfother’**. ^ ^ 

all, in all tliejr intcfcoursevvith heaven;* the great PRO- 
PlTiA/flGI^ Avill be their pica, and the great AD- 
’V^OGA’l'Et th^ir confidence. — The impotent man waited at 
tfi«,p 3 iol bf Bethseda, and the Syrian General dipped seven 
times in Jordan. The.sc person;! will not only rev///, but /roe 
by the: fountain opened for sin and nncleahness f. j'jrhey : 
vy|U;|y3sh in the sacred sanctifying stream, not seven times 
seventy 

When such sentiments possess the mind,, how dear? O; 
how dear and desirable will our LORD’s obedience be 
Convinced thar wp arc corrupt, universally-corrupt in thei 
very constitution of Our nature, nothing; vtdil quiet biir con-' 
sciences, or satisfy our souls, but the' righteousness of JE- 
SUS CHRIST.-t-I called, sometime ago, bur own works 
tvorm-ealeti things. And tbust not thb'Se corruptions, if they 
remain ever so little in btir hearts, depreciate and ' defile! 
whatever proceeds from theni ? Mpst they not be, in all our 
works and all our duties,' like ccr/Mt/m^ xiermin, in the sub- 
stance of our'timber; or at the tore of our fruits? Should 
■we not then fenouneCi utterly renounce, what is tarnished 
.and debased by the poisbri ot hell? And rely, wholly, for 
everlasting acceptance, on our Divine, 'HIGH-PRIE^? 
Who, id his mediatorial works, as well as in'his wonderful 
per^n, is ai&geth.er light znd pet fecU'm ;. k%d neither in 
them, !is tfipre any defiency or any darkness at alj. , ' 

Excuse fee, Therpp 1 fear, I have been presU^hingi pt^e, 
inipbrfance of the teXt/muW fotm tby apology. It is &itt- 
tioductwn, not to the' febbrds of history, of tht 
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'for;l^is,con|fprt^’;'.that 'liis ’i^u(iiel^;f;|as 
\ > and;|‘|iough ; tHe 'se^jw,^'^ ,was'so|t^iwKaf ,pqppj,?,; J|ie 


■iat cqpicaj 

, hearer, n^iffiersleptiiiw gap^fI;?>H^jHo‘'^;|fe«r,' J' |lad 
to hap t^ie ^ rex^iewed, and sua|iP|i^! up it^t itit iias' 

it may, like tjfe pyr'amitj^ ter- 
./minaltejina'point,:;;-, ' !i', ', v, ' 

Tills then* is the state of our nature. !- 7 -The image of' 
Ae creator is effaced. Wisdom, righteonspe^w and 
; IniiJ holiness are lost. — View the understanding!; U isplkid- 
.lifeK and stupidity, — View the affections ; they are dt&iffdet 
and. rebellion. — View the will; it is enmity against GOD, 
the siijpreme good ; averse to things spiritual ; but fond, even 
i^o dotage, of things earthly and sensual. — The whole soul 
is deformed j distempered j and, to every good , pttfjpose, 
‘dead. • ' ' ‘ ' ' 


‘ ‘ Mortifying, abasing views! Methinks, they .should be 
jilifee Medusa's head*, or like .^/t7me/’.^sword f, to all self- 
pdfficiency and :all self-dependence. — Shall, such a creature 
l^retend to be possessed of those sacred endowments, which 
ibay constitute a prpper recocpnlendation to infinite hgtiness ? 
- 7 <-Is such a creature qualified tp .perform those righteous 
acts, yyhich may bear thd test of infle-xibley/z^rfce.^ Can 
such a creature fulfil that extensive, and exalted law, which 
allows of no failure ; wHicji deitiands perfect obedience ; 
and denounces a curse on eyefy transgression ? 

Should he conceive the vain hope, or make the vainer at- 
tempt, 1 Would now address him, as Jeohash formerly an- 
swered dmamahi — Amazfa king of Judahs elated with the 
little vietpries he had obtained over the Ed^mi^s, began to 
Ipficy, fjitins^ invincible. Prompted by this foolish frriagK 
fiafibd^ , Ire challenges Jeoash king of Israel^ to meet .liimin 


‘ ui, »o moottroai tijidliorrible, that the very sight <rf 

ilCo%cal<tdthcbloo4. j ^rned cv«^y bdiioidisr iii^iitppc. ^ ^ 

foiiciWe, that aethlns eouW «t- 








ex'coiedel'lt- Tlie ' 
CWar 

0^^^r^Mcmj//'son~ ia wi/e^ and, 
il;th0^toas ik t^Bahon, and Irbd 
H ff"? we— whon Jwre pflEr to.^esta- 
l^ptSousness, or preside to justify our ‘ 
Jm^st High GOD — h\xi0sptcdtt^ t0tles, 
isehes stdteljf cedars? And tito not various 
. . every corruption, a wild beast of the 

.i trample on the impotent boaster, and 

trdad;||#haughty.pf^ensioUs in the dust? r- , . ■ , 


bush ou 










jyiALOGUE XIV. 




Aspasio was employed in preparing for his 
journey. Theron, free from business, and disengaged from 
ipompahy,, had the greatest part of the day to himself. 
Which he spent in reviewing the substance of their late con- 
ferences j not without intermingled aspirjitions to GOD, 
for the guidance of his Divine SPIRIT. 

At evening, he xoent, like the patriarch of old, into the 
field tot meditate*: amidst the calm of nature, to meditate 
pn the grace of the gospel. — ^The sky was peculiarly beau- 
tiful, »hd perfectly clear; only where the fine Indigo re? 
ceivect ^n agreeable heightening, by a tew thin and scat- 
tered clouds ; which iipbibed the isolar rays, and looked 
like pensile fleeces of purest woo/.— rAll things appeared 
with so niild, so majestic, so. charming an aspect, that, in- 
tent as he was upon a different subject, he could not but 
indulge the following soliloquy, 

How delightful are the scenes of rural nature ! Espe- 
• ciaily, to the philosophic eye, and contemplating mind. — 
cannot wonder, that persohs iq high life, are so fond of 
, ‘f retiring from a conspicuous and exalted station, to the 
tfi ' coveiri qf a shady grove, or the margin of a crystal stream. 

Ate^sfidcsitous of quitting the smoky town, and noisy 
sf Street ; in qrd^f ^to; breathe purer air, and survey the 
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“ sipfts of Qpirtplimept have no place,' ^ 3!ji::|h^;1>ro^‘;isthe 
f‘ reaZ index or the temper, and speech- 
“ • preter of the heart.” ^ ^ ^ ,; 

“ In the country, I acknowledge, we are seldc^ 

“> ed to see the mimic attempts of human art. Butf;S^e;, 

“ every where Ijehold the grand and masterly pxeftidns of 
*? divine power; theatre erects its narrow stage,^ snr- 
ff rounds it ^itfi puny row's of ascending seats ; or Moxm 
“ it, with ai gifting series pf gorgeous scenery. |Nl^e/dA' 
extend their anjp^ area} at 6rsti lightly clad witH ajtcarf 
f;., of i^rihging green j then, deeply planted., with an" ar- 
rangcihent of spindling stalks j as a tew raorp weeks adr 
4 Vance, covered with a profusion of bearded or husky 
grain at .Ibt, richly laden with a harvest of yellow 

plenty. 

‘‘ .Afeadww disclose their beautiful bospotj y ield- ia soft 
“ ^d fertile lap for fhe luxuriant herbage; and suckle myr 
** Tiads of the fairest, gayest flowers. , Which, without any 
“ vain ostentation, or jealous anxiety, rival each other in 
“ all the elegance ot’dre^.— Grow of various leaf; ac- 
«, raved in fresheft verdure, aiad liberal uf their reviving 
P shade ; rise, in amiable, in noble prospect, all abound. 

« — I}r6^s<A sturdy oxen, strq.ng for labour, pr fat for the 
“ shambles; lfr4s.o{ sleeky kmej with milk ip their ud- 
“ dersi and vfolets in their ..nostrilsiyfof^^ of Vell-fiepcpd 
sheep, with their snOwylambkins,. frisking |t;tlie^ # 
th«^ epfftpose the living machinery. — Bdundjie^/rttefo 
. “ bending assure, varnished with inimitable (ie|8iiacy, and 
« huhg with starry lamps, or irrad|afod with 'ste:ld»t«i 
“ from the stately cieiing.-^ While th^AbaHy ' breezes,? ^bd 

'■ ib\^d|^hQie,SQ!pe3-'Hlfo^ 

,.^‘‘.;*^Edihi^;' ,no pesi^hjia1[:;t4int ■i'.btd:i,^^nnfog^t|b,e, bu^f'; 




^^j^tfeM^'-and t^jsietyy'wh^^.'sjn and^ 

, W pifeasare? 'Than thq^^m^s p|: 

-dfebiauchery, where ;j^/«i/''l8;:''diaily « 
'f what his Y0t|[jries\-,Gp4‘V,inodis1i' 

r i'^rcatji^)j|!^^||y|^entecl amqsement ? '* ■ 

indeed is no tuneful ro/ce, to melt'* in strains . of 
f* 8 ^ 0 ^ anguish, and transfuse the sickening fondnifeSS: to 
“ the nearer’s breast. No skilful artistj to inform the 7«/e 
f‘ wkh-Shusical enchantment} to strike infectious melddy 
frcnn the viol ; and sooth away the resolutioh anti 4ctiv^ 
■f* virtue, in wanton desires, or vOluptudus indolcnee^ 
-•^-i^t the pfom Id^j' the itV/i- bleat } and the howling 
circling echo vyith the universal song. Every vi^i 
‘‘ ley reniurmeits to the f^ofsilverdountaius; or the W 

lap^c^of gurgUng riIls,~:fiiM#,^ whefi the dheMul mot^ 

mg rises, or the gentle evening desc^dsf, 

“ tb^u^nd bpughs, play a tbou^nd fairs, yy|^iy,'^ 

iy harmonious. And did’: ever mtwic\ exoecd;:'/:®^^^ 

'* ■ sprightly wjirbliiigs ? ■ Or"-,ca|t'':aiiyf ■ ccdi^ftfdhtvie . 
‘f^ th^trgily and gfossy plumage ? ^ : 4—': :'■■■’ 

’ ** Chdrmed therefore with the* finest views;} lulled with 
“ the softest sounds the richest odours? 

** what can be Wahuh#%;Complefo the^ Here is 

“ every entertainment'iflot the eye j' the: most re/ined gmtifi- 
** cations for the ear j aftd a perpetMai ^anquet forthe smell ; 
« without any insidious decoys for th^ o* Put cem- 

f^^duct,' 'pr.even tor the pnrity4pfobuyfari(^,'' 

4'i;| yf ^looming walks, ;'ntip?ipwery laWns, ''surrounded ; 
f^.^With aeWy landscapes ! Hd^-^en hmt VPqtrlots 

aside the buiriheh of fpowCt, and stdW Way 
f* : glare o%ca|ideijr#'fo' enjoy themselves * in yonr 
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s'^be dark'elii^ 


P saints, that':;hav^ 
a vacant hoUr t<|p 

of man, hayfc 

and contcnaplated' tlw''^iPp4„ 
' , amidst yi>ur moss?growri,’pi?I)^’;,|in^ 

or hpiv' insen^^vh ih.(^ 


, . iiyfafe<?n^d lively relish for thes|;sweet 

'.■f*i:i^ilbfi|/i^n!|’-.tbp{'r exqu 

,'f'’^lBiaV \vhttIbpT'W’i'.carried'-? r«|it;'lhis rural entlisISi^m ? 
' l;fiod troeS ; ^d forget momentdus| 

' waitf|>|*,'.dur4«^i>ipn. , vH®»ylhetv let my 


:-enpiuif 7 '''proceed.: — Does it 'betray 
ifibti |MiMp|ab;to:,.be' Ji)$ensible 'of nature’s charms, ? 

'as a -wrong, a taste ■ m practi- 



,.„, ..myseJt to^;.dppose. Jt/iy,tt1i;bl;ypC- 

:',.3^^^|3^W;n''ftcitrjj4'be and ' froP' '.yartod’s 

' 'W friend ri^pied. 

5f.|' ,l,wa8,^|.ai^pj<;pddvpced,“^ I wa^ silenced 

our sincere obedience'," 
dud reebm- 

t~Neithe^ 

b|p^entSi 'SpmewWt i'iice'l;hd,9^-'; 
at thc'‘4u.tidiudu pf I^aradlBei''&fded'^®jit' 








i:an« rwjMires 

*^1 the life,, but the y^ry of 

i>fc its severity; that it’^bhut'friti^^yciij;* 
and curses every; 'the'' 


..’i ; 


>#« 
eh 

oils i'hi!| 
nivanich, 


i.->f ,4 u Sihce'had some of the terror, aud alnaoist aU 
p W f . masked battery.— -It was quite unexpfected, 
^ed^iihe c^rysiderably. — To push his,hdv:antag^, he 
tpon the ihhnite purity of GO0.~A dO^ gihri- 
Miness : PT^o cafim/ /ooi' umt ehli^ with ahy\pi^« 
, j, or without the pt|^psr:hb^rT^fih^;f;\5t^^ 
assurp^ destroy, eith^ the Sih, or thq siahen froih 
his.face.''' ‘.yli'" ' ■' ' rv'-: ^ 

;To complj^^bis victory, he play^:'^ 
original guilt, hnd original depravit^.''^ am, ; W 

ture, a child of wrath. Fallen from GOp by the aposhjiicjr 
of the first Adam. Dead in trespasses and sih^. Afy., hrj|^ 
enmity against GOD; all ray faculties corrupt : every imki 

gipai^on evil I ' 

^5; After all, he bid me coftyder-fWhat fruits must spring 
a nature How they, must appear, when com- 

such a 


twith jwc/i a /aa»f Ay hat' fhey must deserve, wh 

venture to put 


-r ^— ^uch a »««•%( .* -Tf Tsiiiiuiw iu 

myself upon trial at tftpjaitl^ine irihuhal^on, the plea 
.performances,?.' ■' ^ ^ - 

'' ■^#''^P»|hty and'-'sta'riling 

^Uei|es,’ ,,I't these Tepresea^rions;,jire'tme;f, the .face-'pf 'hu- 
man afl^ifs cairies a rapsA glbdi^yyaspecfi ■ rather a most, 
storm i,s Hanging' pver'|''t'he"GbiIdreh oft meh;'' Asp|- 


;sip urges me tu fiy, without ^any delay, 
CHRIS'Ps merUorious obedience. This 


'hls,‘-hefts^ft'v^j 


wp>ugt« out, in the riame, and in the §tead of sihiiersVtuw 
w^l : bp hdmitted, both at tbe.T^ of Grace, and the 








|ta.s ;to' putj-i[>n-'^j|jni 

-“■ ‘liccs feiie'"-''^'’*' ' 



_- 

,’t1i^.;;|ntdttapi; his friend, in’i^' ana 

_ ,^,^i,t©^serve the issue of so jntfer©^^i;‘4|i|eb,^^^*i'‘|^^■ 
Mbad Tittherto concealed himself. But thinking 
" ^|>le '4»inute,' he 'Stepped forward, and said^ — ^ 
i j/ and .why not altogether a cohveirt t » Whdt 

Shcnild^der ,«)r ^ar i^eron, front subtnitting: : so ira- 
ifipoal a^s^iW»!&* most erttire acquitjsence? "What 

, .?si^uid btodi^y Ikiin fisoi^^ emhra^ng so camfoHafilei a doc- 
1inae, !wil^jitlj^ compIacenf3|;j why shou)|d ^« not 

i sdbseribe, and he^ifts; that divina decrfee ? 

'i*;^ rm ^aith the LORj^^ 

■ , T^i* the claims of the law hrd ain4 

|j%eted'^If of GOp are glorified — If the 

-Si^^ltlonmeraHty,' ate secured — I must acknowfedgei it 
' bg mWw w than I could ooce< have 

by this docttine»Vtbe' claims of the lttbr:at)e,t^f 
i 5V^^^j^;thepetfect:i<»w,;qf^^ glorified-^p:jdij!^^;l^,^ 

tc^«l^*:bt>a^aHty.. are fe!||^T-^I\-must acknowle(|^^'’’lf 
wordty of-’idc^^nee-, than ' I ;ct>uld -bii'^ 



in^rc-* > , . ^ ^ 

the Ja%;fire ah ,answdredt-*®oy,; 

',^^^^|iib||^n%)C;^red ;m]i^n#ibidSj- which, 

.in /its ; awful ' threatening^ whiclf 


iT|^dld ndtiisust^n. He fuelled all its pTepepts, by 
of h«^tt> and thd.pi«i®t perfea hite^g^ 



17, ^ 








' who) e curjisj; w,iie]^wiiitirtg' upon 


; V ■' 

Vlot 




Mm 


Ibflejcibl'y:^ 


than it-co»ild.;i^s6ib. 

iJ^llbiwtbrrupted.duty of- Adam^'^h'^iSrhis 

IjjwTP.lli^^K^fenehitions. , - 

0Ob). which were dishonored By out 
appears; by this method of jus-' 
^iyably rich in shewing mercy; yet steady; 

,_,.„ad^"iri executing vengeance. I'ht scsptir uf 

^racO; dpa the of justice, have each its due exer- 

cis^i* each its full scope. The holiness ofthe divinenut-ire, 
and the dignity ofthe divine government,^, arc* n'>t onlv 
liiaintijiine'd, but mdst magnificently displaced; .Indefecl, it 
is the peculiar excellence of this wonderful exj^'iicai, drat 
it renders dll the divine attributes supremeiy- Veiiefable, and 
supreiri^ly-'anaiabie-. ■' , "S' y V '' ’’ 

■' 'J’/ier. the ihfbresU of moMlily secuted TXhis is 

what i atp sf'^gly, kichuid to doubt. Ami to say the 
truth, this is now thy ptincipil obiectiou to yi^it scheibe. 

■ 4^p- t shall nevet blame my friend,, for being vigilant 
dnd ateSioiis Over the interests of -morality 
had a’;icrialignant aSpCct on true rrioraHty,:*T; wpuld*give thy 
Voicedgaiilst it,and use all my ehdeayours to suppifessit.— 
.Pat itiis ibtmed with every tendency to awaken the d'most 
ttVend ol' slh; and affect tho tddrdtek^seHne of our 


iigdiitsi me cneroucnnieoi&ijar vice r jsp 

inducement, to the practice' of virtue , 
i I am glad to find, tliat a jealousy! fpf the interests of mo- 
ralityr is the. chief obstacl® hltteJiWay 'bf your asaenti B-- 
cau^e, .tbiS'jealousy, i am p^su^l^ic-i^idiich'pf -the same, 
nabifrefWith these fofbidding„iiiiad»,'m»stakbn * apprehensions, 

vtV 



ii!enmg,.4ttd/|cvenue“tO'thts,Spci^, v the.pnly .mean»*' 
.dhifodt a general ititercaufsey-^d the great higi - . 











enable you that your sins 

tbe .do# CHRIST:'. .t{i^t|'^'«||lj 
givef^ypiif ‘%j virtue of which, you 
come access! to GOD , the merit of vyhic^yd^d 
in ordir tp e^njoy all the blessings of time, 

Then jet tije ask; will ihis alienafe yom - 

Almi||ity jBENEFACTOR? will this qonep- 

' pisence, or send you to carnal {^ratifications in qif^st of hap- 
piness,? Quite the reverse. Wlien this faith is wrought: in 
your heart, nothing will be so powerful, to produce holy 
love, and willing obedience ; nothing so edectual, to refine 
your temper, to exalt your desires, and enable you to over- 
come the world. 

What says the Apostle ? / through the Into am deM io the 
law*. Being made to understand its great exfent, and 
high perfection, I have no longer any hope'tdf justification, 
through ray own conformity to its precepts.-^Did this 
prompt him, .did this embolden him, to neglect or violate 
. pis duty ?hF|^h^Jtl]ie sacred writer’s own declaration. I am 
I rele#^ frpai Ifie^^ bondage of the law ; I am 

,;dire#4 for righteousness and salvation } 

tvith (rOi). 1 hat my whole life may be devoted 
to his honor, who has brought me ^ into a state so ddight- 
fui, into a liberty so glorias. ; : ' , . 

Iter. This liberty; lam afraldi will be of very little 
f,8ervice to, tj)e licentious and, gay world, 

7 Asp.' I shall be I;! ho pain even for the gay woi'ld, if once 
;;‘jfcey cordially rec^ are vitally influenced 

hicji,;r.fnr Troni ' weakenmg .-any' one 
|#iic|n^ of piety^ .adds to Sveiy motive,; the endearing en- 
.‘^ements of gi^tjtudepi-and the , winning persuasives; of 
/to*. ;■/ ■; . ■■■■..' ■ ■ ' 

Nay i Tam ,|ie#ad6d, that [multitudes in the gay and U* 
A^ntiops vydrJd, ate'held fast In the snare, by fheiriig- 
norance of this sWeet, aHuring, consolatory tjrwth. 



DtAtbttues. 




'and' feel 

with the ''^e^jsuality. 

to clear, .tli^jenorttibbs "score of 
‘their,,-® “deliver themsetves;- ffdm' 'the cor- 
sin. -' Therefore,, 'iike djjbtors, 

, thooght ; lest a c'onsciousneKbf their 

q:sv|| ■ of the dreadful reckoning, 

them before their lime*. ^ 

ftuf;i|»j(||^il^ere informed, that the infinitaiy merciful, 
,§ON of; !®piyii;bas undertaken to redeem such undoneand 
helpless s^iiers.'"^ — That he has thoroughly expiated the most 
horrid transgressions, and procured even tor ungodly wretchr 
es, alj the needfuj supplies of heavenly grace — That, in- 
stead of being prohibited, they are imuted to partake, ./ree/y 
to partake, of these unspeakable blessings — were they ac- 
quainted with these glad tidings of the gospel ; did they re- 
ally b(£|}eve these gja^ tidings of tlie' gospel^;', their chains, 
which how are now*iike. steel and adamant, would become 
like a tlp'ea^ qf fow, u'fu-a it toucu-ii the fire Yes, my 
friends these truths, if once revealed and received In their 
hearts, would, be an infallible method to make them free J. 

What shall 1 say morl?, to obtain my Th^ron’s a])proba- 
tioii f Shall I point out and plead the mq?t: jU^stnpus prece- 
dents? GOD the FA'l'HljiRis well pjeai^ed with thisrigh- 
tepiisness of our REDEEiiMEll. He expresses his com- 
•placency, by the most emphatical words; Behold m\} servant 
phQfn I Mp{\old s mim fkef* in iohdm soul delightet/i Jii. 
In, CHRIST aaid his ri|^teousness, GOP is not only pleas- 
ed, but delighted : his very .vw/, cYery perfection of the 
GODHEAD, with ineffable satisfaction, rests aiid acqui- 
esces in them., I said , for he, h^ declared this, in 

: manner superior to all me force .pf .Unguage, by raising 
p^jr efucifipd SOR^TY from the dea^.s^ by exalting him td 
,^il^ ,l,IeaYei3i ot Ifeaverts ^ and placing, hin^ bt his own d^ht? 


C via. «9, ' ' i xyi-. 9- ■ $. j?.**." 3^*. 
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..VSste^fisliit his'’h' 0 tij 0 . p 'sh^ne 
:'Smjisn«*s‘i of h^^j[^ii|Plc, ' it 
''^!?ton'al‘ef 0 |^;i;;'';''|jri^.;lbjs' -he sefs 
hid V Accounting 

• for ai!'.t]jji|e'-'tab«m''5 of his life, .anti' ^l.''#i'’e<i''®^|‘f' 0 ’^ 4 ^^^ 
death^ jWl^n, sinners are washed hjs 

liibot^ Pallid presented faultless by his obe4ie<ilSife3:fk: P 

The HOLY $pi R 11’ is equally picast^dil^J^lHi^ great 
tn'!is|cti''n, and ils matchlcs? cfFeots. Jt |^;jiis fjeciijiar of* 
■f;t. ', aed favorite employ, to convince the world of thejr 
SA N'ftJUR’B righteousness. Not only that his nature was 
spotlesly pure, and his conversation perfectly holy ; but that 
fr''ni both results a righteousness, of infinite dignity, and 
-everlasting efficacy; sufficient, throughout all ages suffici- 
ent, to procqre acceptapcc ^nd salvation for the most un- 
worthy creatures." 

Since then, thi? method of .acceptance and salvation, is 
excellent aqdi glorious, in the adorable TRINITY — Since 
jt magnifies the law, and yields the most exalted honor to 
• ils divine A^J'fHOR — Since it makes ample provision for 
' T.ie boliriessfqf .3 corrupt, and die happiness of a ruined 
' Votld-VWliy sftbhjd my-friend any longer disiike it ; oppose 
it f or treat it with a .cold' indifiercnce ? Sprely, all those 
grand recommendations, arc enough to over-rule any little 
objectipn§, vyhich may ari;^ jmiA the suspicions of timidity, 
pr may be starteji by ther^tltf’^^? sophistry. 

1 know hot how it IS, Aspasio ; but 1 cannot 
concile tayself to this doctrine of imputed righteousness'; 
notwithstanding all the pains you have takenp m makr 
k^.convertk','''' ‘ ' 

■■ i‘40sp. The.disappbihtrneutls'mme,'' but Ahc^i^'lS'^iuls^ 

■ Tberon.^llq^e^'^f,'^ lQt.';mc.'tmtreaV'you, 

, septi fti’e|Jts;;iabs^to’c*'ly , jnbry tp.'cbndenm' : th^^irt's'jpriitti’ati^’iy. 
■'$Up{>^'/.ii|Vpds^^lp that ,'they 


W- ' i?'f ''^#M^rex#tMp^pur. ?yii^|4avv 







aii 

come (if (j&r him dtmjf 

upon tbe,'^iinp(6ft'-'' an'd\extept 
;pf .'that .ncferely'.to fprbea^rtfie'i'hfenious- 

actipn^bl^'iplIi^VyW must .deny admittand#>"-iid^|jy‘',enter- 
, : tO’the evil imagination j and 'q:c»efi'cft‘ even 

the .^hkln^l^ 'apark of irregular desire. When I had shot 
a .randdptijpjjtt, my h<^est friend replied ; “ there is another 
*' irist^rirt^ji^if^ self-denial, to which this injunction extends, 
and'whS^lf'iij tot very great moment in the Christian reli- 
gion. .i l nqiean, the instance of renouncing our own 
“ strength, and our own righteousness; not leaning on 
“ that, for holiness ; not relying on this for justification.” — 
I thought the old man, I must confess, littld'better than a 
superstitious dotard ; and wondered at f what I then fancied) 
the motley mixture of piety and oiddhy in his notions, lJut 
now I discern sense, solidity, and truth in his observation*. 
Now i perceive, thif we ourselves are often the dreamers, 
when vve imagine others to be. last asleep. 

Ther. You have no reason to be ashamed, Aspasio, of 
receiving instruction from your honest counsellor; For you 
know, it was observed by the antients, and ,is now passed 
into % maxim. Neither need you suspegt, that I shall for*- 
get or disregard your caution, relating precipitate de- 
term.inatiph of; my judg No; liShall endeavour to 

avoid fhe fock, on which my friend struck; but happily, it 
seems; escaped shipwreck,' — ^You may likewise assure your- 
self that; upon a subject of such exceeding great, of eter- 
nal coosetjuence, I shall not fail to use the most attentive 
and impartial consideration. An indolent supinecess, or a 
obstinacy, in this, great crisis of affairs, would be 
of all ertx>rs the most inexcusable, and must prove of all 
.|niscarriages the most fatal. 

the sflmc, oihcrwise he wonJ4, rijeycr .^vc.put tlio$c v/orUs iivJothe 
* 'a dtvm^ Speaker. ^ ^ r * i.' ■ . ' . ' ‘ 

Imputed »taU' i''- ' 
oiwn, - 

i'L A'oti'tiv'e «Wn»j» ihw ;■ -..Hi m/' ; > 






' '4er. . ...Tor saiv^ition.^rubr-Jd||rfi^t1y W^iijii;^^^ 

v;sj:^a!rt^’dt.cotTFU:^|=batj:jre. Jt puzztes 'dn;^>i;^.ason,,|i^i; 0 ^‘Q«Js'^ 
; diUr pride; ■'shall' we not "work: :vfnto 

, Shall \vp receive 

** ou|'Sf^|(^,*|8. ho better than ynprohtable M 

“ noth inifV nothing whatsoever, that .may rece^iittn^end US td 
oiijt — ^^Hiis is a methocT, to which’ Vwe ^Ohhl 

never, subtyit j this is a proposal, which always 

spurp ; were not our natural sentiments necti^^d, and opr 
bigh Irhaginations abased, by the power of grach. ' ^ 

Let me remind you ot a little incident, which you must 
have read in tile Grecian historv. A certain stranger came, 
one day, tO dine w’ith some Lacedemonians i who always 
sat down at a public table, and were content w'ith the 
plainest foqd, Thg gentleman, accustomed to higher eat- 
ing, could not forbear expressing his disgust, at thp hot^Aji 
pros isiim.-- Sir, said the tooV, you don’t make use' of the 
Wlict do YOU mean ? ref lied the guest. — You don’t 
use hard exerci-e ; ror habituate yourself to long absti- 
nence; nor bring h sharpened apf. elite to the meal.— And 
ypt, my,i;<l.!??tr;;h'‘end, I art appro ensive,., have hot the. 
siftauce ; have hdf the proper preparative tor this salutary 
doctrine; w'hfch is indeed the bread of life, and |iie very 
marrow of the gospel r' ,' ^yy 

I her. What preparative ? I>id yop not Just hovy say^tbat 
was free; and uothingjrtpedful, but only to recOiyg the 
blessing, , -'p,. 

Aspd True ; nothing is needful, as inclining GOD to give i 
but only as inclining us to receive. — Would you seek, would 
you scflioiti jfyould you so muph a.s accept, a pardon, frbrh 
yt|ur sovei eigh ; unless you, stood* convicted of some capital 
or was api>arently liable to cohdeiunation? Neither 
$i!n:(ul ; m lb i«dek, ; ito';frot ;,tho, -alonlnliSh t, 

til “^^■disvmade''y:^flsi!bidp''*t^ tbo wrath ''o£iG|0f|>' ahdfthe' 

of keli^ '..'IP'?, Whaty 1^. jus^^^ 
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ki^pitliatlbn of CHRIST, he mijliilriavoidably 

■■ Th]i'^«|jj^,^|;-ppeparattve — A sen-,?, of the 'ho'mblc. ’fil- 
th, ifl^§S, if 5in in' the sight of GOD 5 of thei'hhume- 

TaEk' ^in§;eJf^if heart and life ; and of our undond damna- 
ble account. — While destitute of these convic- 

. ottr'^t^]fe will be’like the lull stomach, that lothes even 
the long as these convictions are.y//g///, 

/lover 0 ly fe the imagination ; we shall be like Gai/o *, 
listless, indifferebt, and caring for none of these tilings. — But 
when they are deep, and penetrate the heart, then the righ- 
teousness of a REDEEMER will be sweet, tasteful, and 
inviting. Sweet as myrrh -and frankincense to, the smell ; 
tasteful as milk and honey to the palate j inviting, as gold 
and treasures to the ruined bankrupt. 

TVicr. How are these convictions wrought in the soul?, 
4sp. 'Bythe.laxv is the knowledge of sin. Consequently, by 
the iavv is the conviction of our undone state. Let us there- 
fore endeavour to understand the law of GOD: l»ow pure,- 
hnw extensive, how sublimely perfect it is. — Then, judge 
of our spiritual condition, not from X\\e flattering sugges- 
tionB;Of self-love, nor from the dcfciive exaniples of our fel- 
ntqw-cre'atures, but by this «?te/T/«g standard of the sanctua- 
ry .-^Aboye all. Ictus beseech the GOD and FATHER of 
our Ixtfd JESUS CHRIST, to send his enlightening SPI- 
RIT irito Our hearts. Eqr indeed, without the enlighten- 
ing. influences of the SPIRIT, we may have the divine law 
in our hand ■, wenray comprehend its grammatical meaning ; 
yel be like blind Bartimeus under the meridian sun. It iS 
the blessed SPIRFF alone, vyho can rend the veil of igno- 
rance from our minds ; and shew usi either the wonder- 
ful thrhgs of .QOP's law,”, or the gloriotfs mysteries of his 
go^el. Jn-this-sebse, our.pqiite Poet f sp^ks a truth, as 
singularly important, as it is el^antl) .expressed : 

q. ’A late' cptnjrn^tator»:.<>f - has ^to 

atid wdvitd 6f ■ ptupk-uw 

‘ , 

^ ’ f ' ,Mr; < i?op<»:in Poets, ,The Metaiah/* - ' ^ 
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‘*r '“T>'r”v "r '■■'■' ’V‘ ., t-, 

give you leaye to propose, but give you tpaiilks for comrnunii-:,, 

eating, so valuable an advice. „Vr, ' 

Asp. It is, in reality, none of mine; It was long 4go 
rlecomnlen^piii^by yonr old acquaintarjee^ Horace. It con- 
sists in /ceeping a 4tar^. 

Cblnpile a secret hisfpry of youf heart and conduct.-^ 
Take ndtice of the ’inanner, id which y6nr time is spent j 
and ot the strain, w’hich runs through your discour^^; Ho\y< 
often the former is lost in trifles, how often the latter eva^ 
porates in vanity. r— Attend to the principle from which youh 
actions flow j whether from the steady habitual love of 
,! GOP, or from some rambling impulse, and a cdstpmafjf 
■ ■ propensity jtpspipse yourselt: — Minute dtivvn ypur'i&s, .oi, 

you neglect tp ;gipp,i|;i;:;ydttdi 
CREATOR ; to, ediiy ybur fellow-cr^atuires j and Id 
prove yourself in knowledge and hojincssp-O$s^0 ;frhh, 
frapre of your spirit in 7r4^ww5 duties. . AVi^ 
tance tWy are undertake%^a,hd wdth what indevotii^^pciv 
formed; with how many ladderings of thought, ana :lioyi|, 
Ttiuch dullness of desire. — How utten, in transacting Coda-* 
i^On afliai^fs, you feel the inordinate sallies of passiph, thtf 
fwhrkings'of':^yi| coneupi^n«h, or the intrusion of fooftsh 

k. 


Mer thbsd W|f5» *0 whteh+nonetbut ypur own 
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f^icture bu)t e^tjr.bedge, and scarce omittcidi, single tree, 
tvhicbig^eW updri the premises . — Act thus With your will, 
vouf undiferstandittgj your affections. These arc vour noble 
intemai Demesne. Of which none but yourself can be a 
Gorrtpetent siWvbyor. 

Tho'. It i^ unreasonable and preposterous, I must acknow- 
ledge, to be niinutely exact in meaner matters, and touse no 
accuracy of inspection in the most momentous affairs. To 
have a coifect draught of our lands, which are a tramient 
inheritance j and no map of that everlating possesion, the 
soul. 

Asf). Gratify me then, my dear Thefon, in this particular. 
As I purpose to set out very early in the morning, I shall 
insist upon it; that you do not rise before your usual time in 
order to compliment my departure. But I now make it 
my /tw^wish, and \ny pari ing request, that you will, for some 
inonth.iat least, keep«a diary. 

You have wondered at my Opinion, concerning the cor- 
ruption of nature, and the insufficiency of our ri,;htco i.-,.vcss. 
This may seean strange, this may appear shocking, to a mind 
vnacquainted with itself. But, when you have searched 
your heart, by thi.s probe ; when you have felt the pulse of 
your ?oul, by self-examination ; then you will be better able 
to judge of sentiments, and enter into the reasons of my 
faith. h 


By this means, we shall also discover the sins, whicli most 
easily beset us ; which most trequontly elude our vigilance, 
ihnd baffie our resolution. We shall learn, lunc to post our 


guard ; tchen tq exercise the slrietest watch ; and u^hcre to 
direct the artillery of paayer . — In a wi.. i; Wc shall learn 
better than from ten thousand volumes, to KNOW' OUi^- 
SELVES. A knowedge, which was supposed, by the an- 
tient philosopherij, to descend from heaVien ; and which I 
belfevc, pur cMistian divines wUl afU.owjj.has a iiappy ten- 
dency to, icfd’: people th ither. BeqaUiwr* pfal 1 other prqjara- 
tivfts, it bp||: disposes them for^ that cl K E^ESM EK, 

.Who ^he piily, way to those =:bliSsful7*^ti^«ns.^ ' 
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;• ttirbugh an unknown country. You conle wh^e 

' the road divides itself Into two equally invititigpsMf^I;-'^:^ 
are at a loss, which track to pursue. Whose dii^fectiptt will' 
you choose to follow? That man’s, who has parsed thrdugh 
one of them only ? Or that man’s, whohas pas^^d andr^tte^ ' 
them both ? — To wait for an answer, woiiid be an affront 
to your judgement. Only let me observe that the last ^ your 
Aspasio's case. lie has traveled long, and proceeded faj*, 
even path. All that circumspection andassiduity ; 

all, that prayer and self denial ; all, that fasting and alms, , 
and every otlier means of grace could do; in order to esta- 
blish a righteousness of his own, has been done. But to no 
purpose. — He has also trod every step in the way, wliich he 
recommends to his beloved friend. He has made the trial, 
concerning the r-ghteousness, u'ilhout loorks, or the righ- 
teousness of GOD imputed. He can set his l^robiuumesff 
to whatsever he advises on this subject ; and may venture 
to say, with his divine MAS'rER,cee.v/w*a/i’^/t«/ xvc do 
and testify that we have experienced. 

Ther. t am sorry to observe, that the night is coming on 
■ and our conversation almost at an end. My regret is in- 
creased, by the consideration of your intended journey.— 
'I'hough business obliges you to depart ; it will, 1 hope, af- 
ford you leisure to write. This will be some conipcitsation ■ 
for the want of your company. , ' 

Yonder is sinking below the horizon, and just taking 
bis leave of our earth. To retard the departing radiahct% at 
least to alleviate the ap'proaching loss, those western Clouds 
catch the rays; and rerfect them to our view, in a most 
amusing diversity of colours. By this means, we enjoy the 
great luminary in his beams, even when bis orb is withdrawn 
fri£|inpur siglvt.v— An epistolary correspondence has something 
;bfv’|i^i^lsame nafurew,^^' l)e called,, the talk ofab- 

scj%;|pcBdsf 'ByA’qis^^-'e^fpedient, they communicate tbfeir 
tht>q!^fttj^;<iven, qppiitf ies, kingdoms, or seas intercept 

tbc*if ;{Yobifeb;S|,-''il,iere^^^ promi,se'it>c,!iyhiS'Satisfac-, ' 

with tpy .^spasi9'''''bjf'i.he'’'}wi. 


't«s. 
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when I can no , longer have an intercourse , with 


Tpo- Ww anhcpated Theror 

what is Btfwmy promise, would have o- 
-,I raimot bpi take Mtice 9f ano.,- i„ ,h„t 

magnWM iM^K.olage of *.ud-^ they yiwed. their 

apipear^ncCj as the lamp Q. < chanced its sUdation. — A 
little wriup ago, those j.|.y^ were streaked 

with O'^ange or tince^^ with amber. Presently, they borrow 


^ ’■**'’ 0 * ‘ ^ ^ Wllll dlliUCl. 1 it.v'iv.jjLi y , II M\.-niwvv 

the olush of the oi* the softened red of the pink. Ere 
Kmg, they gl^w with Vermillion, or deepen into crimson. 


Soon suce'^.C(]s the purple, more beautiful and grand than 
any im^perial robe ; and as soon (thus transient is all sublu- 
nary grandeur !) gives place to the suhle veil of evening, or 
saddens into gloumif pall of niglit. — Such, 1 trust, will 
be the issue of my Theron’s present apprehensions. AH 
his splendid ideas of. human excellency and self-rightcous- 
r.ess, will become faint; will lose their imaginary lustre; 
till, at length, they fade away, and darken into absolute 
self-aba semejit. — Then, the grace of free justification, vyill 
be amiable, will be desirable, as the beauties of the dawn; 
breaking upon the shades of night. "I hen, you will make 
po difficulty, to say with the Psalmist and with the Apos- 
tle \ Blessed is the jnan, unto whom GOD imputeth righteous- 


•^ess without works*. 


pom. iv. 




SEMES EETTEES. 

LE'PTER I. 


^SPASIO TO THERON, 


DEAR THERON, 


I AM now at the seat of my worthy friend Ca- 
millus i where business and inclination will fix me for some 
weeks.—" This evening wc had a most pleasant ramble. I 
have met with nothing so agreeable, since I left your house, 
jind lost your company 

The time was just arrived, and the scene was fully open- 
ed, whic!i furnished our great Poet with his fine descrip* 

tion : 


Now was tlie sun in western cadence low, 
From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour, 
To fan the earth now wak’d, and usher in 
The evening cool. 


At this iuncture, Camillus invited me to take the air. 
Wc walked several times, along a close shaay alley, arched 
foliage 0^ filberts. Here, hid.from every eye and 
the vvholc world withdrawn from our view, we seemed hl^ 

'i&SXg to theircloy,sters.-l'urni„g short at the end. 

a;paraHel range of majestic and unitotmfy spread- 
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' ' ii'^ivdlnut- frees. This transition, was somewhat like 8l<J- 
-' •vancing, through a low porch, into the isler. of a magnificent 
cathedra}. The broad leaf, and large trunk, ot rhpsej lord- 
Jy trees. — their very diffusive sjiread, added to th,ei^ prodigi- 
ous height— -give them an air of uncommon dignity. It 
swells the imagination with vast ideas, and entertains us 
with a romantic kind of delight, to expiate amidst such 
huge columns, and under such superb elevations, of living 
architecture. 

Quitting our catl;edrr:l, we turn once again, and pass in- 
to a grand colonade ol oaks : so regular in their situation, 
so similar in their -.i/.i , . : o icmar’ ably correspondent in 

every circumstance, thul they iuol.ed lihe thetnif;s ot na- 
ture ; not only bcJimging to tlic same family, bul: produced- 
at thesame birth. Tlirr-ugh these la) a wrdk, strait, spa' imis, 
and gracefully long. I'ar exceeding tile last in the extent 
of its a^rea, though much inferior in the stateliness ot its 
ciellng. It put me in mind of that divine benignity, which 
has allowed us the space of six days, for the prosecution of 
our own comparatively low affairs; and set apart but rwe 
in seven, for the more immediate atten hmcc oq the sub- 
lime duty of worshipping our ("REA I'OR. 

This walk was tovered with the neatest gravel; and not 
a weed to be seen, nor one blade ot grass, tli.''ough the 
whole extended surface. It stole i.nto a centinual ascent j; 
yet so very gradually, that the rise was scarce discerhable, 
cither by the searching e)e, the toiling feet, or the panting 
breath. — At the extremity, a handsome sumina-iiouse d'iC'vfn 
ed a flight of steps, and halt a Venetian door. T he rest of 
the building was hid by tlic low-hung clustering bn nches. 

As soonaswe entered the apartment, CamiHus threw (ipen 
the left-hand sash; and, with it, a most enlarged and araui 
sive prospect. — The structure appeared situate on the brow 
of a considerable eminence. Whose sides were partly con- 
fused and wild with broken rocks, partly siiagged and per- 
plexed t(’ith thorny shrubs. The spectator is agreeably sur- 
prise^, to finii'binrself accommodated with 50 elegant a. 
mamionj on the summit of so rude and ruinous a spot.' — 
bo^greatly is his surprise aiid hissatisfactiffi^ augm^n^t-', 
ed, tje.psts his eye forward j and beholds' the beauti« 
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fuJ meads, which, from the foot ot this ragged hill, stretch 
theniseWes into a space almost unmeasurable! , 

Through the midst of this extensive vale, which was 
, decked with the linest verdure, and replenished with the 
richest herbage,’' a river rolled its copious Hood. Rolled, in 
a thousand serpep tine ,* as though it was loth to 

leave the flowery scene ; and suade repeated eftorts to pro- 
long its stay ami ist such lovely objects. — Till, at la.-.t, having 
loitered in, its own labyrinlii, and wandered more tiian 
twice the length * of the mea lows; having hold a mirror 
to the aspiring poplars, and heu.lmg wdlow's : having paid 
a welcome salute to several orn.nnonted villas, and [Kissed 
through tile arehes oi two or three turiou->ly pendent bridg- 
es j it seemed to meet fiic sky, and mingle vvlih the lio- 
rixon. 

Opposite to the front window, a cascade fell from the ad- 
jacciit stream. It MasVieJ and foamed along the broad slope, 
indented witit small jjits, and jagged with protuberant 
stones. 'The current, vexed and embaira->sod, seemed to 
rave at the intervening obstacles; and forcing its rapid, in- 
dignant, sonorous way, struck the ear with a pcalot liquid 
thunder. The>e freiiul waters — let our angrj/ pactions ob- 
serve the admonition, and follow' tlie example — soon forgot 
their rage ; sot>n recovered their temjier. Collected into a 
little rivulet, they ran off in calm and silent lajKse, nil they 
lost themselves amongst beds of osier, and plantations of 
alder. 

'i'hc river, widening as it flowed, was parted here and there 
by several httie islands. Scattered, a,, it were by me hand 
of chalice; and rai.Mng tiveir green heads in the midst ot the 
lucid stream ; they [iresented a most unexpected and most 
pleasing spectacle. Some of them ’were tufted with rec-ds, 
ind surrounded with rocks and shoals, tlte unmolested re- 
sort of swanns. Some adorned with stately /)o;7/tus-, and 
alcoves i the graceful retreats of rural pleasure, (due, lar- 
ger than the rest, seemed to be furnished with cob! etubpw- 
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oring walks ; fitted for studious retirement, or sedate con- 
jemplation. — On either side of the charming valley, towns 
' and villages lay thick, and looked gay; adding ornament 
and variety to the scene, and receiving innumerable advan- 
tages from the passing vvave. 

The whole recalled to an attentive observer’s mind, that 
amiable and august spectacle, the Sijri(i7i * soothsayer could 
not behold, without a rapture of delight;^ — From the top of 
therocks /seethe tribes or JEHOVAH, ///e/i/V/.i’ I 

behold the habitation of his chosen people. IIoio goodlij are 
thy O Jacob ! thy tabcr/iocles, O Israel ! As the 

vall/es, are they spread forth ; as ga7-de7is, by the r/rcT's side : 
as t/'ees of exyiiisite Jragrance , zvhich the LOUD hath pla/it- 
ed ; as cedars of stateliest growth, flourishing beside the 
tcaiers. 

We had but just looked about us, when a messenger came 
for Ca//iillus, As he was called to settle some private affairs, 
I chose to stay in this inviting retreat ; and determined to 
to make myself amends for the loss of Ca//iilla's company, 
by beginning a correspondence with my Theron.^ — We have 
pen, ink and paper; in all our rural retirement ; that, if any 
thing is started in discourse, or occurs in meditation, worthy 
to be remembered, it ina) immediately be committed to 
writing. 

I could not but observe to my friend, that, fine as the 
prospect appeared, there w’as onedecoration wanting ; ifsoipe 
grand deformity may be called a decoration. I he lidges of 
a bleak and barren mountain, or the skirts of a sun-burnt 
tawny heath, would give additional liveli /less, to thcornament” 
. cd part of a landscape. Thus contrasted, their beauties wotlld 
acquire a new charm, and strike with double vigourtT-^ 
Thi^ circumstance would shew us wh^tvv'retched abodes, and 
<iol|iaspitabla quarters might have falleh to cur share. And 
would probably awaken a more fervent gratitude to tlie 
Supreme DISPOSER of things ; who has cast our “ Ixit in 
“ a faifye, Aground, and given “ us a more goodly Itern 
v"' ' f';/': ^ 


* Numi. xnilk f. 
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• So a proper knowledge of tlic divine hnv — of its sublime 
perfections, and rigorous sanclion — joiiu d with aeonviclion 
of our extreme deficiency, and manifold transgressions — jail 
this would endear the blessed JESUS to our affections, and 
powerfully rccominciid his righteousness to o sr desires'. — 
The remainder of this epistle, therefore, shall turn U])on 
some instances ot dutv, enj inod in that cred sys- 
tem.* tdiicli it may be Itig Iv u efn! to ( mmiI: our con- 
duct, and sift our hearts: in hhic.'t, I ir^ ilcve, u ■ 'e.avc all 
fallen short, and arc all lueeoiiK- goiity : from dfih, we 
may learn the imperfection ol <nir li. ,.t services, ; n i seethe 
inexpressible need ot a better ri ghte. u-ness t.i.tn our own. 

The knowledge of GOD is liie t' U dation of; it vital re- 
ligion, and indeed is tlic cotisuiumai of hu iui:! ’>• tp;. 
ness. It is nut only mrilter of inesesit dutv, Imt i!:e very 
essence of our luture blis-^ ; Tlti’i is l/f' cfcrHol, lo kiOKo !hrd 
the only true GO and JESUS CIIIUS /' li'ko;?! f!ii)U /(G 
scut*. — Yet, important and ob»i::;arory as it are we n -t 
very defective in thisdivine science? Ilavc 'ec diiiy accjuain- 
ted ourselves with the niTrvc!Ii)usex.cuL'iicies ot tiic LORI) 
JLHOVAIU His uncounlioulahie 'power, and all com- 
prehending wisdom ; lus unbounded gondncs?, and unwea- 
ried patience ; his immaculate lioli;iess, and inilcxible jus- 
tice; his never-failing faittiiuhicss, and inviolable wraeity? 

- — Have we, according to tiic* direction of our ms/urni tu- 
tor, pursued this sacred study on our nnccsf ; and s ong'/t 
this most noble of all intellectual cinlo.vmeiits, n-. t iner, ;y 
from books, b jt princii)ally at the throne of gone. Have 
•we soug'it it, like that airtient Jcicish student, wdih an ear- 
ly application, and with incessant as.dduity , even “ from 
“ the flower till t'ac grape was ripe ? ij:” 

Is that scanty ray of knowledge, wliich perhaps has for- 
ced itself through our original darkness, operative on our 
affections? Have we loved the LORD our GOD with all 

Q 
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OttT heart? This is the first and great commandment 
ijave vt^e constantly entertained the most magnificent and 
-honorable thoughts of his sublime perfections ? Is our esteem 
•for this immensely great and most blessed BEING, high, 
superlative, matchless ? Somevvhat like that, expressed by 
the Psalmist ; llliom have I in heaven but thee? And there is 
none upon earth, that I desire i7icomparisoji of thee '\. — Have 
we been affectionately concerned for his glory, and ze'alous 
to advance his holy religion r Troubled, very sensibly touch- 
ed, when our MAKER’S honor has been trampled in the 
' dust, by licentious tongues, or flagitious deeds ? 

Have we made it our ruling care, to approve the whole 
of our life, and the most secret transactions of our breast, 
to his alJ-seeing eye r — Resolved, deliberately resolved 
to sacrifice, rot only ,our darling lusts, but even our 
most valuable interests, whenever they stand in competition 
with the good pleasure of his will ? In a word ; as the hart 
panteth alter the water-brooks, with such vehement and ?«- 
exiinguishable ardor, have we thirsted after — a brighter ma- 
nifestation of his divine attributes — some sweeter assurances 
of his special love — and an ever-increasing conformity to his 
holy image? 

Such was the temper of those excellent men, who arc 
characterized in the scriptures of truth, as children of the 
HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation. This is their 
language j The dedre of our soul is unio thy natne, and to 
the remembrance oj thee. ITith my soul have I desired, thee 
in (he night ; yea, zeith my sjtirit loilhin me zvill I seek thee 
€arly \ — Neither is such warmth of love, and fervour of de- 
sire, any needless or extravagant pitch oi devotion ; but a 
-'•easonable service, indispensibly due, from all intelligent 
ircatures, to the great AUTHOR of their being — in whom 
all possible perfections, with the utmost exaltation and dig- 
nity, reside — from whom all manner of blessings, in the 
most copious and never-failing communications, now. 

When wc receive, from an absent friend, rich and re- 
peated present^,} casks of generous wine, or jars of delict 
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OHS fruit ; we feel ourselves enkindled into a grateful affec- 
tion. We honor, we love the person, who allows us such 
a distinguished place in his heart ; and expresses his cordial 
regard, by such a series of active and tender benevolence. 
•^The blessed COD is a friend to us all, infinitely power- 
ful, and equally munificent. We are the constant objects 
of his more than friendly, of his parental cares. Every 
passing moment is a messenger ot his patience, and charged 
with some .token of his bounty. For our sake, he has dif- 
fused blessings over all the face ot the earth ;and command- 
ed every element to concur, in ministering to our accom- 
modation. lie has not only adapted his benefits to our se- 
veral wants; but has given them a diversification, large as 
the scope of our wishes ; and an enridunent, tar beyond 
all that our fancy could conceive.— Profuse liberality ! yet 
small and scanlv, compared W'ith his most adorable bciug- 
nitv in CHRISi' JESUS. 

Wh.atr If (tOD, willing to manifest the superabundant 
riches of his kindness, had made bai;e the arm of his omni- 
potence ; and struck a most miraculous . road through the 
surges of the ocean, to afl'ord us a safe passage ? — ^If, to ac- 
commodate us in our tiavcls, he had brought waters out of 
the flinty rock ; and bid the ravens bring meat to our bands, 
bids the winds convey manna to our doors ? — If, to furnish 
us with a commodious settlement, hchasl dethroned mighty 
kings, dispossessed populous nations, and made tlie walls of 
impregnable cities fall to the ground — If, to further the 
dispatch of our business, or facilitate the conquest ot our 
enemies, he had arrested the sun in his meridian career, and 
laid an embargo upon the moon, setting out on her nightly 
tour? — In short, it to promote our welfare, he has suspend- 
ed, the powers, and controuled the laws ot universal nature ; 
had wrought ad the miracles, exhibited in the land of 
Egypt, or recorded in the volumes of inspiration — Saouid 
we not think ourselves under the most inviolable engage- 
ments, to love the LORD our GOD, xdio hath done so great 
things for us ; to love him unfeigned ly and ardently ; to love 
-him with a supreme affection, far above every other amia- 
ble object ?t— Yet, we have greater, incomparably greater 
obligations to our Almighty UENEFACrOl^.. For (^hear 
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O heavens! wonder O earth ! and let eternity dwell upon 
ithe stupendous truth ') GOD spai'ed not his SON—~\\\s, tran- 
’ scendeiitlv glorious a^d divinelycxceilent SOM — but deliver- 
ed him un to the deepest humiliation, and to the most ac- 
cursed death, for us men and our salvation, 

O, 'rhernn ' II.r,e we been impressed with wonder, at 
the coat'-'u 'litioM ofthis goo .ness r Haveour hearts glowed 
with ,.g/v/d'/7</t’, under a sense of these mercies ? Surely, no 
man need 1'“ eonvicted of any other crime, at the great tri- 
bunal, tiv-in tn.Nen^ihiirv of sucli love, and ingratitude for such 
fav’cas. 'F US, without tite aec<‘ssion of horrid impitics is 
en jugh to leave him ul^solutclv inexcusable. This is enough 
t>' prove ‘li.'ii one o: the most d/siue;c>iuous, 2nd most detes- 
table n\ creatures 

Have we e \ ere ised ourselves in ixc(\nen\ dianhs'^ivin^f 
Manv are the ('xhortations to this honorable duty. Praise 
thv OOi), O <Si )>/*■, Praise him for his mii{hty 
Praise him aeeordnu^ to his excellt at greatness. — Innume- 
rable are til' incitement.; to ab.iund in tuis pleasant service. 
Kvery comfort iia.i a voice, and cries in the ears of reason i 
0\ that men leoitid thoefore praise the 1X)UD Jor his 
goodness. Every deliverance enforces the addres.>, and fur- 
nishes fresh materials for the heavenly employ. 'I'he man 
after GOD’s own heart declares, as an inviting example for 
our pracilc ; 1 xvili bless the LOUD at all lime's : llis praise 
shall conliniuitly be in mi/ mouth X'. Ymi as long as I have ang 
I will sing praise unto /;??/GOD§, — Indeed, when 
we consider' the inoxiiaustiblv rich bounty of (tOD our 
CREATOR, and tiie inconceivably tender mercy of GOD 
our REDEEMER, it is both strange and deplorable that 
the love of GOD is not always prevailing in our hearts, and 
the language of praise e'/er flowing from our lips. 

I will not .suppose oqr character so irreligious, that we 
have neglected the daily worship of GOD, either in our 
:o}o$et, or |n oqr faipjly.— r-Rut, have we prayed with that 
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profound nice, which is due to the HIGH Rnd 

LOFTY O'SE who inlinbi/eflieleriiih; r — Have we made 
our supplications wix\i ihixl U'rveaf m.i)orlunt/i/, w'^hich may 
in some measure correspond wdlh the extreme indigence 
of our state, and tiie invaluable worth of thy blessings 
wc crav^c ■"! I a ve our petitions hc*en attended with that 
steadtj affiance which mav olorify the goodness, the power 
the veracity of the LORD? NLiy evidently declare, that 
he ix rich m nicrcii, to all (hat call i/pon him ^ : that he is the 
LORD JEHOVAH, in u'hom ts r ( '•■freng/h f : that 

he is the COD oj truth, and t a Hi: ml for ever Wc call 
him FA'THF.R;' but have we tiu.t 'd in him, with that un- 
suspecting, clicarfiil, fiiial coniine. iLC, when a child reposes 
on the fidelity and indulgence of such an earthly relative ? 
Have we not entertained, too ofrcu entertained narrow',dis- 
honorable, beggarly apprehensions, copcerning the treasures 
of his liberality, and. the bowoU of i.is pity? Rating them 
even lower than our parent’s, our friend’s, or our own. 

Flave w'c been careful to carry the sjntil of our prayers 
into our ordinary co^vcr^ati'>n ', and waited at the door, as 
well as approached to the throne of grace ?—.\midst th.e in- 
tervals ot our solemn devotions, have we cultivated an eja- 
culatory intercourse with he.iv. ii? How highly would the 
ambitious courtier /n Ac, and how' frequently would he 7/.v<r 
a privy key, which hliouhl give nim, at all hours, reeadi.ut- 
tance to his sovereign. Ini.s hey of admittance, only to an 
infinitely more exalted POFFN i A TF, we all possess in 
the practice mental usoir.itions to G(ri). It is ccriainly 
the noblest empiuy, and wid be the richest improvement of 
our thoughts, to semi them in such short embassies to the 
KINGof Kings ; and to derive, by such occasional sallies 
of faith, a renewed supply from the fountain of all good. 
How "Tcat a loss then must it be to our spiritual interests, 
and how contemptuous a disregard of the ever-present JE- 
HOVAH, to omitcniircly, or long to discontinue this most 
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' beneficial practice of habitual adoration? — Can you, my 
dear Theron, rcquit yourself on this article of enquiry? Has 
not every day of your life been a day of negli/^ence in this 
respect ? liecn a perpetual disobedience to our SA VIOUR’s 
injunction ; me/i 02ight, in this manner, alicaiji to pra^, and 
, not to faint §. 

Have wc sanctified the Sabbath ? Has the LORD’S day, 
with all its solemn and sacred offices, been our delight ? 
— Have we remembered that distinguished portion of our 
time, as Jacob remembered the delightful interview at Pe- 
viel? Have we expected it, asnierciiants expect the arrival 
of a richly laden vessel? Have we improved it, as husband- 
men imi)rove the shining- hours of tlie harvest? — Have we 
wholly laid aside e\ ery earthly engagement ; 7 nit speaking 
oiir oicn tvords *, nor allowing ourselves in any gratifications, 
which may interrupt our communion with the FATHER 
of spirits? Has one dap in his coni'ts been pnferahic to a 
thousand spent either in the works of ot our calling, or 
in the scenes of recreation ? — Have the memorials ot our 
REDEEM fdR’s dying merits, and the seals ot his unchange- 
able loving-kindness, being relished as a feast, and prized 
as a portion ? 

Have we honored GOD’s holy word ? — What greater 
mark of disesreem, than to despise a person’s discourse ; 
and not to think his speech wort'iy of our notice ? Especi- 
ally, when he addresses us with a verv great seriousness, 
and with the utmost alfection. In our Bible, tlie (R)D of 
glory speaks to his creatures; speaks with the most persua- 
sive energy, and with all the yearnings of parental tender- 
ness. Have we listened to our CREA'i'OR, with reve- 
rence and delight; and rejoiced wtth trembling at — 'J'hus 
■saitk the LORD r 

Have we searched the oracles ot truth, not merely as 
scholars, but as .vmwerj ; not from a spirit of curiosity, or 
with an air of formality, but with a solicitude and ardor, 
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, becoming persons who enquire after the SAVIOUR of their 
lost souls ? Have we submitted our inmost thoughts to their 
impartial scrutiny ; to receive conviction of sin from their 
awful remonstrances, and to hear the sentence of condem- 
tion at their righteous bar? — Have we been willing to suf- 
fer the reproach ot conKtous hamirxs, while they have rip- 
ped up the disguises of falshood ; laid open our secret ini- 
quities ; and brought all our evil ways to remembrance ? 
'I bus Josiah acted, ///r hectrt was tender, and he himhleth 
hitnself before the LORD ; he rent his clothes, and wept 
before the LORD ; zchen he heard the words of the book of 
the Lnio 

Have we hid the glad tidings of the gospel, within our 
hearts? Have we been diligent to suclc this honejjeomb^ of 
grace, by concomitant meditation, and subsequent prayer? 

> — Have we valued the precious ])romises, as gentlemen of 
wealth value the w'riUugs of their private estates ; or as en 1 
franciiised bodies esteem the charter ot their public privi- 
liges? Have we, like the princely patriarch, longed for 
those words of edification, exhortation, anil conifort, more 
than for our necessary food J ? And, like the royal Prophet, 
prevented the night w atches, that we may be occupied in 
those statutes |1 and ordinances of heaven i 

We have hitlicrto conlined the examination, to a few in- 
stances of the afirinative kind ; how dreadlully will the dark 
account be swcilcd, it, instead of love and obedience, there 
be hatred and oiqvjsition — hatred ol t’lal name, glory, and 
worship ot GOD — opposition to his interest, kingdom, and 
service ! 

COD is infinite perfection: worthy of all admiration: 
exalted above all ; raise. Yet do not our thoughts more 
frequently, or more naturally turn upon our own accom- 
plishments, than upon tlic illustrious and shining attributes 
of tile ALMIGlliA ? riiis is, in itself, the most shameful 
dotage, and in GOD’s sight, the most abominable idolatry,. 


* a Cbren. xx.’tiv. *^7, t Caiu v. a. 


} Job XX iU- 



49i ASPASIO TO THKPOil. 


Yet, let us observe, and we shall probably 6nd, that, .as 
4amps arise in the mines, or fogs in tlie fenny grounds, so 
naturally, and so ropiobsly do thcse-admiring reflections 
arise in our depraved minds. 

GOD is an Khio. Tfavc we not often resist- 

ed his authority, by open disobedi 'nee ; often disputed it 
by secret murmc'ri ,g r i I 'w - i as far as in ns lay, de- 
posed the oinnipotenr SO\"t".K and exalted self into 
the throne r Made selt v ill oiir .'aw, and sell-pleasing our 
end? Thus adding .^aerilege t > u'i)i liio i ? 

GOD is transcenceiuU g/v/ aii'i nmiublc. — .Amiable 
as he is, have we ii'.r too <> t., n ..^.-nrued liiO Iron) oiir atfcc- 
tions, by bei:tg /(u'erv ot n'c’.'iMtrr, i:n>r(' //imi /er'crv of (rOl) * ? 
Gracious as he is, have we n f t ><> inn;' rorned our backs 
upon him, by lorgetting his benotits ; being insensible of 
his presence ; and fiot having so tnueh a.-, a real desire to 
serve or glorify him ? O ! how common, yet how heinous, 
is this inii-juity ! It is a total departure from the great end of 
our existence. It renders our v.hole liic one continual sin. 
Nay, it is a complicati..n of sins; it is crer;/ transgression 
in embrio. AVhat is the stubbortmess of caressed children, 
and the negligence of entrusted servants ? What is the in- 
difference and disdain of obliged dependants ? AVhat the 
deceit and treachery of chosen favourites r Is not each of 
these practices, odious, vile, provoking? Yet they are all 
included in that one grand evil, an habitual forgetfulness of 
tlie blessed GOD. 

Awake conscience ! Summoned and charged ns thou art, 
in behalt of the Supreme LORD, bear an impartial testi- 
mony. Then I am persuaded, the Pharisee in our breasts, 
like the man unfurnidied with the wedding-garment, must 
be speechless and confounded ; must stand seif-convicted 
and self-condemned. 

Is our heart vv nm with brutherhj love ? — Good-manners 
will put expressions of civility into our mouths ; but has a 
power from on high implanted the royal law of charity in 
dtir breasts ?, The character of a gentleman requires a de- 
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portment accessible, obliging, and courteous has 

the spirit of Christianity ta’ight us to love, //i a i< ord 
or plausible appearance only, but in deed and in tenth * f — 
Do we love our neighbours, not merely on aecoiinf ot some 
relation they bear us, or some serviee they have ilone ns ? 
But, because they arc creatures of tiie blessed (»()l) ; are 
the objects of his providential care ; and cajiabu- at least of 
being conformed to his imape? Do we l<ne them, hLcause 
we hope, that the LORD J LSI'S CliRlS'l' has bought 
them with his blood ; and lats made, or will make them 
partakers of his SPlRI'l', and nieniber> ot his mvsiical 
l)ody ? 

Are we sincerely concerned for th.elr credit a';d interest; 
for their present welfare, and etc-rnal luio a.iess ? Do we em- 
brace all oppoitunitits promoting, botii toe onr, and the 
other? Embrace them with the w/z/o alacrity, mid improve 
them with the same zeal, which actuate in pursuing our 
own felicity ? — If tl’ey exceed ns in ail that is amiable, and 
all that is prosperous, do eve contciuplafe their suix rior ex- 
cellence with a real complacency, and their more abundant 
success with a real satisfaction ? Is sei/ishiiess, tiiat exorbi- 
tant enchroacher, kept wnthin bounds ; and do we sceh, not 
barely our own, but another's wealth f 

Do we dislike to hear, and abhcT to spread, defamatory 
talcs; even when oyr adversaries are the men, wdiom (hey 
tend to blacken ? — When rudely affronted, or carelesly abu- 
sed, do we pity the offenders, for tlie wrong done to liielr 
souls; rather than kindle into rescnlment, at the indignity 
offered to ourselves ? — When greatly injured, are wo much 
more willing to be reconciled, than to fotueiit disjileasurc, 
and prosecute revenge ? In a word; do we lave our enemies ; 
bless (hem, (hat curse us ; do "ood to them, (hat hate zo- ; inid 
prayjor them, which despi/efulh/ use us, and persecu'e usj? 
— Without this loving and lovely disposition, we abide, says 
the Apostle, in death ; arc destitute of spiritual, and have 
no fitness for eternal life. 

R 
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i Let mc’^add — ^are all our graces, and all our works, cloth- 
ed with humility? This should be the dress, in which they 
i^verally appear ; as well as the bond of connection, which 
unites them all *. — Do we maintain a verv low opinion of 
Our own accomplishments, and in honor prefer others to our- 
selves ^ ? Habitually sensible, that we are less than the 
least of the divine mercies, and the very chiefest of sin- 
ners. 

I might easily have branched out all the preceding sub- 
jects, into a much greater variety of interogafory articles. 
But I intend only to present you with a specimen. Your 
own meditations will enlarge the sketch, and supply wdiat 
is defective.— -Only let me beg of you, my dear triend, to 
try your state by this touchstone ; to prove your conduct by 
this standard. And may the FAd'l lKR of lights give you 
an understanding, to discern the exact purity and sublime 
perfection of his holy Jaw. 

Have you lived in the uninterrupted observance of all 
these duties ; avoiding whatever is forbidden, and obeying 
whatever is commanded r Your outward behaviour, I know, 
has been free from notorious violations ; but has your inward 
temper been preserved, from all ungodly motions, and from 
every irregular desire ? Is there no enmity in your heart to 
any of the precepts nor any backwardness, nor any failure, 
in performing each and every injunction ? 

VV^hen you put these questions to yourself, remember ; 
that every sin is acontempt of infinite majesty, and supreme 
authority. That every sin pollutes the soul, and renders it 
a kind of hell ; is a departure from GOD, and an imitation 
of the devil, i'hat the wages due to every sin, is eternal 
death; and the doom denounced on every sinner, is an ever- 
lasting curse, — Remember; that it you fail in one point, or 
in any degree, you are guilty of aH J. Xay ; if your confor- 
mity be not persevering well as perfect, you incur the pe- 
nalty, and are abandoned to condemnation — unless, renoun- 
cing al| personal jierforniances, you place your whole 
oi,n a SAVIOL R's righteousness. — 1 think, you will 
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not dare to put the issue of your everlasting state upon the 
former footing. Which is not only hazardous, but must be 
inevitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather, choose to 
acknowledge yourself a poor insolvent; and plead the un- 
searchable riches of your REDEEMER’S obedience; and 
rely on the unparalled merit of your REDEEMER’S 
blood. 

Ti'o those who believe, the law, though strict, is mostter~ 
rible. Because, be its precepts of holiness ever so exten- 
sive, thev have been most completely fulfilled by their glo- 
rious SURETY. Be its penal sanctions ever so rigorous, 
they have been satisfied to the utmost, by their great ME- 
DIATOR. — Believers, therefore, may make their boast of 
their adorable SPONSOR. They may sit under hts shadoiv 
with great delight*. While the thunderings of Mount 
Sinai, and all the terrors of the legal dispensation, tend 
only to increase and’quicken the refreshing sense of their 
safety. Just as the jxissessor of a plentiful estate, in some 
peaceful and prosperous country, reposes himself under the 
shade of his vine, or the shelter of his fig-tree ; and, hear- 
ing of the wars which embroil, or the plagues which depo- 
pulate other nations, tastes, with augmented relish, his own 
felicity. 

Let me close with the affectionate and emphatical vvish 
of an inspired epistolatory writer. That the Lord oj peace 
may give my dear Theron peace — always — by all 7neans-\ ! 
Then I shall think, my wishes are accomplishing, and this 
blessing is atth ' door, when he sees the purity ot the divine 
law — secs the depravity of his own nature — and the impos- 
sibility of being justified, without an interest in the great 
mediator’s righteousness. That rigliteousness, which 
as it is the only hope, and the constant joy, is therefore the 
darling theme of Your ever taithful 

ASPASIO. 

P. S. Shall I abridge the preceding latter, arid contract 
the whole into those two great commandments, wWcli triads 
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the first awakenins^ impressions on my own mind? Thou 
shall love the LORD thy GOD with all thy heart j t hou shall 
■ love thy neighbour as thyself. — Amazin_!f ! said your Aspasio, 
Are these the commands of COD? As obligatory; as the 
pr'-'liibit on of adultery, or the observation of the sabbath^ 
Then has mv whole life been a continual act of disolj^di- 
ence. Not a day, nor an hour, in which I have performed 
my duty,— J his conviction struck me, as the hand-writing 
.upon the wait struck the presumptuous monarch.' — It pur- 
sued me, as Saul pursued Xnc Christians, r\o\. only to my own 
house, but even to distant cities. Nor ever gave up the 
g! *at controversy, till, under the inilucncies of the SPI- 
Rli', it brougiit me weary and heavy laden to JESUS 

CHiiisr. 





LETTER II. 

— — 

THERON TO ASPASIO. 


PEAR ASPASIO, 

More than three weeks are elapsed, since) ou fa- 
vored me with your hnfmning company. During which in- 
terval, I have frequently recollected the most material parts 
of our late discourses. I have carefully considered, both 
the doctrines you have advanced, and the answers you re- 
turned to my several objections. — I have often reviewed 
your valuable letter; have used it as a touchstone, to ex- 
amine my state ; and have, with great punctuality, observed 
your patting advice. I have sat, every evening, for a pic- 
ture of my mind ; and have endeavoured to take a true un- 
flattering draught of all Its distinguishing qualities. And if 
the diary is aVaitiiful mirror, if it does not aggravate the 
deformity of m) features, I shall be absolutely out of con- 
ceit with myself; 1 shall ever entertain the meanest opi- 
nion of my own, either moral or religious qualifications. 

Where is that intense and supreme love of GOD 
which his transcendent perfections challenge, and his ineff- 
able goodness claims?— Where that firm and joyful reliance 
on CHRIS T JESUS, in any degree proportioned to his in- 
finite merits and inviolable promises t — ■Where that cordial 
and tender affection for my feU(nv-chrislians, which . if due, 
to the servants of a divine REDEExVlER jthepeople^hom 
he ransomed by his agonies, and purchased , with his very 
blood?— Where is the incense of holy contemplation ^nd 
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Effincd desire ? Where the flame of fervent devotion and 
,;;'jeWr active zeal ? Such as become the living temple of 
■ COD, in which his most immaculate and glorious SPIRIT 
' vouchsafes to reside. — These fundamental graces, like tl#i. 
jigrand organs in the animal system, should inipaff health tp. 
the soul, and spread the beauty of holiness through all the 
conversation. But these, alas ! far from heating with, a 
Vigorous znd uniform pulse, hardly leave wuth life ; only just 
Struggle, now and then, with some taint, intermitted, un- 
‘ even throws. 

’ How seldom do my actions spring from gratitude to the 
everlasting BENEFACTOR, or aim at the glory of his 
super-excellent MAJES'lY.^ — In addres.sing the KING 
immortal, invisible, how languid are my affections, and how 
wandering is my attention ? I low great my unbelief, and how 
little my reverential awe ? 1 receive innumerable mercies i 
but where are my returns of correspondent thankfulness ? I 
am visited with many gracious chastisements ; but without 
proper resignation, or due improvement. — Alas for my art- 
less devotions my lifeless virtues, and the multitude of my 
refined iniquities! — Hid behind the mask of outward decen- 
gcy, apd some customary forms of religion, I was altogether 
'■Uijacqainted with my spiritual state. I fancied myself r/VA, 
and increased xoith goods, and to have need of nothing even 
while I was zoreiched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked*. 

Ifl look back, and review the years of youth and manhood, 
what has been the tenour, what is the asinct of my life? 
tMore like a desolate and horrid wilderness ; than a cultiva- 
ted garden, or a fruitful ^ineyard. — youth, what sordid 
g^tificationsof appetite ! In manhood, what base compliances 
Vidth a wicked world ! in both, whatsholes of evil inclinations 
j'have polluted my heart! What swarms of vain imaginations 
have 4cbased my thoughts !— -What frothy and unprofitable 
wordSiilJjPtye dTOpUrom ury lips! — By all which, how have 

(iiolionored GOD! how have 1 denied 
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hojw crucified the LORD JESUS CHRIST !— “And yet 

suppose myself, all the while, to be ! 

I t is something unaccountable, that a person of my inquisi- 
tive disposition, .hould, through the course of so many years, 
be such an utter sfratv^er to himself. I wonder at my own 
preposterous travel i:.to foreign countries, and 

visit the most renowned cities oi Europe yet never step over 
the threshold, nor look within tlie appartments ot my own. 
breast. — Tocarry on a correspondence with my fiiends, even > 
in the remotest nations; and never enter upon a conference, 
nor hold any iutedigence with my own heart!— To enquire 
alter news from the Beet, news from the army, news from 
the court ; yet exercise neither cariosity nor care, with re- 
gard to tlie hope of licaven, and the concerns of eternity ! 

"What egregious misconduct is this! A most pernicious 

error, in the occonomy of religious life. 

Sometimes. I have .cast a transient glance on my outward 
behaviour; but never extended my se.irch to the delinquent* 
the traitor, the rebel xciLliin. — And even my outward beha- 
viour has been surveyed, with as much erroneous partiality, 
as superficial levity. It has been compared, not with that 
exact an<l sublime standard, the scriptures of truth ; but, as 
in the case of the self-deceiving Pharisee, with the unjust, 
extortionate, aduterous practice of some other people, brom 
whence I most unvvarantably concluded, that, being not 
quite so abandoned as the most proHigatc creatures, mycha- 
racter must be good, and my condition safe. Hut, thanks 

to your last friendly letter, and the searching expedient it 
recommendeu, I .un now in a ouicreut way of lliinccmg. 

It is slran^-c to recollect, and ind.ccd it is shameful to con- 
fess, the many erii/ices which I have used, to put a cheat 

upon myself.— S ouk times, I have fansied that the divine law 

could never be .so strict, as to condemn us inexorably, only 
because wc continue not in all its piecepts Sometimes I 
have pleaded the infirmity of our nature, and ardeavoUred 
to make the works of darkness appear only as pitiable » 
inos.— Sometimes I have taken refuge in the excellency of 
our church, and plumed myself witu the borrowed feathery 
of a religious profession. — At other times, I have sootheo 
;|1ay <;^j^$cicncc to rest, by a punctuality of attendahe^ on 
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Waces, or a zealous attachment to forms. And all this, to 
.seduce, cajole, and betray tny self— betray myself, first into a 
vain conceit of rav own endowments ; then into a contemp- 
di,nsard-ot CHRIST , ,r,d at last into eternal 
siruction.—m now I see my omit ; 1 apprehend my dan- 
ger ; and feel my helpless cond'tion. , . , ^ ' 

^ Indeed, my Asnasio, I am now convinced, that the dar- 
kest colours cannot be too dark, tor the pourtrait of my spi- 
ritual state. I see myself overspread with an habitual 
vitv and cannot forbear crying out. with the abashed leper, 
uiulean! unclean^ '.-The sacred oracles in no wise misre- 
Lsent fallen man, when th.ey describe him as alfogefha- be- 
lomc iibominablef. 'I hey are far troni under-rating bunwn 
works, when they denominate them bi/ln/ rags |. Bags they 
are if we consider their great imperfection ; filthy rags,if we . 
advert to their manifold defilements. And since the na- 
ture of GOD is irreconcileably averse to all contammati^ ; 
since the law ot GOD requires 

who can stand before tins hohj LORD GOD in any 

accomplishment of his own ? u ... 

When I farther reflect, that I have only a very obscure 
<rUmpse of the divine purity, and am a mere novice m the 
Inowlfedge of my own heart; bow am I amazed at the 
lofty apprehensions which 1 once formed concerning the 
dignity of my nature, and the integrity of my condud . a 1 

owina to ignorance, the grossest ignorance of myself and 
die scriptmes. How do I shudder to think, that in ex- 
Dectimr justification from the law, I was resting the welfare 
• of mv immortal soul, not on the strengtli of a rock, but pn 
the point of a dagger. I was going to ihc decisive tribunal 
. i flushed with the fah-cst hopes, and charged vvith a set ot 
Vlitte ring sins : going, like poor deluded Uriah ||, not with 
any valid credentials, but with the ministration oj death m 
my band, , 


t L^xU 46 . 
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■mv W hardly brook the iiLimii.auon^ QiMmptuiu.f; , 
Ujorma pmperis*. what reluctance is a smne< * 

brou<*ht to cbiifesa, himself, smiul in every duty, sinfal ^ 

every caoacltf I strange perverseness !-Bat the ^ 

tmekniabk: However unwiUing I most ,dead 

Thotl art xmghedin the balattces and found 

■ written bn all I avi all I all I lo. an 

defective, even i^y own estimation ; d I am utr rly 

condemned, at »ar ot 'f 

ihaU I do, wlmMOD rheth upf And when HE vmtetli, 

kohat shdU I answer him X? ^ ^ 

I now see the necessity of an imputed righteousness. 
WithbUt 'some su<ii object for my trust, I am 
i-lon^ therefore, to hear your arguments ip its behalf. 
And i must declare to you; If it can be f V 
ed trod the scriptures, it is the most condortaole doctrine 
ifi the World, and worthy of acceptation. j 

A letter npon this subject, will be a singular favor, and 
i hope; an equal blessing to 

Your obliged, arid afFectibhate, 

THERON; 


J That U. nnd« the character of a poor dcst.utte, or as a beggar sues for his almli 
+ Dans V. 17. + Job xxxi. 14 . 
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ASPASIO TO THEROM; 


.DEAR THERON, 


Though all your letters give me pleasure, 
none was ever sq highly pleasing, as your last. 1 look upon 
it 'with the same secret joy, as a compassionate physician 
pbserves some very favorable symptoms, in the crisis of a be- 
loved patient’s distemper. 

; What you ask, 1 shall, without any farther preface, at- 
iembt.to executed ; If my attempt proves satisfactory to your 
judgement, I am sure, it will be the most likely means, of 
Aemng your conscience, and calming your fears. — When we 
nercmve the odious depravity of our nature ; when wedis- 
ctefn the horrible iniqu% of our lives ; and are sensible of 
that tremendoiis wrath, ..and everlasting vengeance, which 
arc due to such guilty creatures ; //le/i nothing can be found 
that will administer solid . comfort, but only 
siiderings, ' and the imputed righteousness of JbSUb 

To this purpose one .of the wisest and best of spiritual 
fgu^S expresses himseifi has sin abounded? As undoubtcd- 

■■ grace, ha^ much m 

and the mertts^- of- our vR^.* 
reigned f, .'.^Exeirted its malignant:.;- 
!y^i:ii:;,i^'''tM*Ml»fif’'eit&ive'and most destructive manned •|i;; 


™ ^»uv,jvv^ unto, death, both temporal and :et^rnH? 

^ gtucc rcigfipd i exerted its beoigu efficacy* w s 






bus nghteousnejis,' brought in by JESUS GHIil^T piir 

i'. Yati enqiitre after the proofs of this imputed rifhtsfohs^': 
nfcss.-, From ? muiiltude I slial! select a feW. SumcSbnt’, I 
|ippo,'!irf| make it appear — That this is the depJared doctrine 
ipf oup churcl), and the avovved behei of her most" emine t 
;4iyjnes— Tlhit it is copiously revealed through the whole; 
'^priptures ; revealed in ni ny exf)ress passages, and delucij 
ble truni a .variety of instructive sinii]itud,e,s. , ' 

Hear the language o; our common" prayer, in a very afr 
tecVing and soleiun address totlie ALMIGHTY : “ 

,*,* hot ['rer>ume to come tothig thy table, O merciful LO^T)’, 
5‘. trusting in our own righteousness.’’ — If vve may not, if 
,tvc' date not, rely on our own righteousness, W'hen we ap- 
^TO^ch the eiic/iaristi'c table ; much less may we depend 
upon it, yvhen we are summoned to the decisive tribunal 
-;-rrShpuId you ask, on what w’e arc to depend ? The exhor ' 
Ip the communion furnispes an answer ; “ Dn the mer * 
?5.?riton0us‘ death and passion of CHRIST, whereby; alopp,,' 
obtain remission of sins, and are made partakers pf ; 
,;fS>thc khigdom of heaven.” 

appointed, which is for the festival of cirr 
? Pumcision, has tliis remarkable introduction; Almighty 


4t 

1 ' 

<( 


GOP, whose blesse d SO^ iiias obedietd to the taiv for 
' man'' In what senses orwfthXvhat prop'lety, can this' 
VTte aHirmed ? Unless LliRIST's peiiccr obedience be refPjr^ 
to Us, 'and, accepted instejap'oTours r On apy other in- , 
^rijt^jretation, J should tlnuk, h'e'fcas'obcuientp'ppt for ' 
t^Ut-'i-or-niinself..- ■ '•■■■Ki; ' 

artfujcriiic give sdill'lpfher tu.rn'tp thp^e pM- ; 
0 a^%|i'';i|:‘^'iU,avail hut lifiiSiL^.BScguse.the'.cbui^lts-'hprV 









• vl^om r, Ijs, 





*#^'&-'GbDroftJ v?'for'r!^V' merits- of ou^.-'lBtePai'SAVI.-: 

been stated in ;a' precedirtg;^XbeBr?’"*!Th^ 
^isphiys/tbl 'm'ethori, whereby sihiiers msiy appear flgbteou^ 
ini tlj^ siglU of and in thox'(;urt of heaven f so a^ltb 
l^ecoyet, the iVvor, and obtain a title to eternal. %Jiss.; 
"llilV is' dbhe'j^^ any midx'e ri;2:!Ucoiisness, not byanjri 
ri^hf^bbsiteb but wii illy by an imoated vightebui^' 
ness, 'rbd* t'*lb'b»i'nier mctlio-is uesofar ^Diii coustitutinl' 


our reconcileing and 'ju.;ti!ying righteouMies^, rhat iney havO 
no share in it ;,,thc.y contrjbiite noti-ing tmurdsit; but are 
totally excluded ifum it. Wc are accounted righteous, and 
accepted as such, o^t\ (^m-11'k.the exj)resiio ) o.\ly through 
the meritorious obcrlieace, and propitiating blood of our 
great MEDIATOR 

'i’he hoiiiilies arc, if it be possible, still more explicit, 
and more cogeM'. *l'fk the' homily concerniirg the .sarvation', 
•of mankind, wevread the foil-owing words ; — “ Tlie Apos-'-; 
Iff, tie toucheih three tilings, which must go together in bur 
;f*ijustifiiali-ni. On GOO’a part,liis gregt mercy and gracb, 
ff, On CHRIST’S part, the satUtaction of GOD’s justice, - 
f* or the price of our redemption, by the offering of his bo- 

<jy, and shedding of his blood, with fulldiing of the law 
.f‘ perfectly^ On our part, true and lively taiih. in the me- 
** fits of JESUS CHRISTi which yet is not ours, but by 
f' GOD’s working i-n os.^-^You see, according to the 
judgement of our vene,rabie reformers, not only the offering 
bfCMRlST’s body, and %dding of Ci iRiST’s blood, l.ut 
aJ.so his pertect tuiiiliing of the law, arc. the adequate price 
pF.pur redenjp.tion. Ail these act conjointly, they sweetly 
j\arpu:mi/e,.ih the great -.and glonoui work. To Suppose- 
tbejr disunion, is a doctrinal, mistake, somewhat like that 


; practjcal’ error of , the Fapisfe^' in s o’cring the sacramental 
wriieTimm tlK saermpe^^^ ; administering to the laity,:; 

. of; the . siaugiHcri^d body, but \Vith-hoIding^ 

’ 'V, : T:;;'.''; 

the -same,; homtlyfdvi^icllj.jei:'', 
to" i -shal IbbiReiifljiiiy^); 

:fcita*f(biHg'bne,Ffbm'thbconcl^ 











nowlp i<riiiij'iBd''byHi'iW, every truec/irJ^ilw» 

i* *A»k! *' ' ,'¥*’^4'' ,' Ti . ' a’ ■ 1 v.t ’'.*' ;.‘'i 'fi ‘A.!- ‘•''L A. v 


auth|^Jty is; as clear, as the doctrine ^|hb'w|i^d is cbrafor- 
jiaWe: May the former sway our judgbtoeii|t;l,i^ ' 

fielibar.ddp'heatts! i ^ ^v:’' 

,- . ^l^e bornilv on. CHRIST’S nativity informs fhe readefi 
• that design of our LORD’S incarnation was— “ To 
** givn light uritotlinworld and call sinners to repentwe; to 
" fu^l me law Jor us, and become the pfopitation for our 
siiis; to cast out the prince of this wotfo, and destiny the 
^«%drks of ibc devil.”— We have-nU broke the Jaw j We ’ 
all unable to keep the Jayv ; therefore, tlpc bljessed 
SUS fuMWcd the law— fulfifled it in eneA zvid^ every of its 
i deroands^fofiJW it, in the highest degree of perfection— 
:'Vnd» iWhat^ii of all considerations most delightful, fulfilled It ., 

place of what we were ! 
■je|ii!i|g|^;fO perform, under the covenant of WQyJjkS and is hot ,, 
fOyt the ijofltbrious, but also the constituent cause sof our 
Mtifioitph?'' " ' . ■ ^ 

^ jSb dfet— if there be any worthiness in our LORD’S most 
nature ; any merit, in his etjereiseof the sublimeSt virp 
/tueSf^y atoning cfiicacy, in his submission to the rnost. ig-^ 
nomipious suferings, and tttfmenting death— these, accord^ 
ing to ohr, standard-system .of orthodox divinity, are the 
l^oMJidvpf a Vsiiihef’s justfo^ And, according to thp 
:;ipctates'fof: t|}b;fo^st u‘ubiasfod,fo«fon, these .^p-.the best, the 
pii^j^gfouhlilhat the heart chp';'!'®''®h, or tlfo" imagination':;'!' 
"ddncetv,p,, " 




j.i4dgem(int,'a^ ft# .ftiaiti- 

;ifa*ped'this"-ifeadinff;truth of gfcispel. ^ “■ 

V ' dfeyput Bi^6p hfe private 

left uport record the following very remarkable ati^hdfv^- 
ledgement.;!: “Virhich, if it suited his state of emin^t !|i(jU- v 
jiess, eaniiot be too humbling, my dear 'Dieron, fbr y(qur 
lipsand for mine, ‘5.1 do not remember, neither do I believe, - 
“ that I ever ptayed, in all my life-time, with that reverence* 
•* or heard yvitb, that attention, or received the sacramenk 
with thatifeifh, or did any work with that pure heart, and 
single eye, as liought to have done. Insomuch, that I 
look up on ail my righteousness, but as filthy rags, and it 
“ is in the robe.S only of the righteousness of the SON of 
“ GOD, that I dare appear belbre the MAJESl’Y of hea- 
ven.” 

The fervent apd affectionate Bishcm Hopkins *, speaks in 
perfect consonace witkhis brother of St. Asaph. — “ The law 
“ was given us, not that we should seek justification by the 
observance of it, but finding it impossible to be justified 
by fulfiliing it we should thereby be driven to Christ’s righ- 
teousness j whohath both fulfilled it in himself, and satisfi 
« ed for, our transgressing of it; and therefore saith the 
5‘ Apostle, laio was a schoolmaster to bruig vs unto 
** CHBIST* i that we might be justified by Jaith. To this 
“ end , it was promulged, that seeing the stridfness pf itspre- 
“ c^p^, the rigour of its threatenings, and withal being con- 
“ yinced of qur impotence to fulfil its command, vve might 
be urged by its terrors to, fly to CHRIST, and find that 
righteousness in him which may answer alt the demands 
“ of the law.,,/ : 

/. Bishop Reymfids f styled by his contemporaries, and not 
witboul reason j walking library heaxs his testimony in the 
ibllbwing vyprds r~‘^C our surety paid , our debt, 

• ** undish^eliit th'e'citf^ sins, and* bare them aR 




i ' 'h»v«. wkUt* elegiac*., «, *-^^ 







in Us o^n b 0 ,dj bn the tree rbecgime ’ < 

i* tbr :us, ^nd'repi^sent^Uvcly, ih .<>ur stead fuliiJi^d 
i”' rishteousriesS the la\v required,- active and l^assive. 1,0^ 

■« sin being ortce committed, there must be a d<)uj)le act, 

« to justification ; the steering of tiie curse, and the fuifiiin| 

« ofMpteousness anew. bne a satis^^ 

“ injury we have doneto asourJl^IiCarEithei * 

.** the performance of a service which we oWe unto im, 

as piir MAfe-ER.” , . .. 

Tothlsillustrioustriumvirate,’let mejoinBishop^diwiffw- 
Who for his great abilities, and unquestionable integrity, 
was Ippbinted one of our religious plenipotentiaries, at the 
renowned synod of Dorf. In his very valuable ex positim 
of the epistle to the Colos.mns, he writes to this effect . i e 
i* are complete in CHRIST. Ye are furnished, in that all. 

« sufficient REDEEMER, with whatever is requisite to 
« everlasting salvation. With Wisdom ; since it j^the coiv, 

« sutnation of this noble endowment, to know CHRIS I 

*< and him crucified. With righteousness i because he na^ 
'« petfCctly satisfied the law *, and thoroughly expiated oar 
euilt WithsancU/icalionihecmsehisSFJRII a welling 
f « in our hearts, mortifies our corrupt affections, and renews 

** the ybul after the image of its CREATOR; : . i , 

* Xet me bring up the rear with a testimony, whichi tpr 
deatbess, solidity, and a full representation of the evangehf 
cal doctrine, might very justly have claimed a place m the 
van.) It. is taken from an author, vyhom the general consent 
of our nation has distinguished with the title of judicwus. 
'•The judicious Hooker, in a treatise on justification, saySi— ' 
- ; It is » childish cavil our adversaries so “ gready please them^ 
selves with, exclaiming, that we tread all chnstiuH y»rtues 
under our feet ; because we teach, that faith alone justin- 
,« ethiV Whereas, by this speech, we never m^nt to exclude 
ditfe hope or charitv from Being always joined^^s insc-^ 
' ‘■^|^_ig!(li:%tes with faithi;m4he;..rnaB,thaf is justi^^^ or 
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“ works from being added as necessary duties, required of 
** every justi6ed man : but to shevv, that faith is the only 
** hand, which putteth on Cfllt/ST to justification; and 
** Christ the only garment, which being so put on, co« 
“ vereth the shame of our defiled natures, hideth the im- 
perfection of pur works, and preserveth us blameless in 
** the sight of GOO : before whom, otherwise, the weakness 
“ of our faith were cause sufficient to make us culpablci 
** yeaj to shot us out of the kingdom of heaven, where no- 
" thing that is not absolute can enter." 

You will allow the sagacious Bishop Suii(Urson * to sum 
the evidence ; or rather to make an important remark on 
the whole of the controversy. That great fight of the church, 
both in casuistical and practial divinity, observes ; — “ Theti- 
dings of a REDEEMER must be blessed and welcome 
*' news, to those that are sensible of their own poverty* and 
“ take it ot grace;” ©ur eagle-eyed divine penetrates into 
the true cause of the prevailing averscne.ss to this evangeli- 
cal doctrine. It is founded on the scat of the hearty more 
than upon any force of argument. People are but little* if 
at all, sensible of their spiritual and moral indigence ; of 
the defects which depreciate, and the defilements . which 
sully, whatevel* they have, and whatever they do.. Nay* 
Strongly tinctured with pride, they would be themselves the 
suffer the blessed J KsUS to do no more than the 
Omega, in procuring their eternal salvation. Therefore 
they can hardly be reconciled to the liumbling character of 
' an Eleemosynary ; one who lives wholly upon the alms of 
the f Tospel, and is dependent upon grace for his all. 

Whereas* was this grarid obstacle once removed i were 
men convinced oi sin, of exceeding sinfulness in their worst 
estate, and of remaining sinfulness in their best; they would 
80DU be convinced of righteousness f, of tl.-e absolute neces- 
. fity and inestimable worth of a REDEEMER’S righteous* 


♦ SecKis Sermon uport Jsai. 1. ]ii. 
4 John xvi* S, ^ 
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ASPASIO TO THERON, 


ness they would no longer dispute against it but cordially 
receive it j and adore the goodness, the transcendent and 
unutterable goodness of GOD, in providing it. 

1 think, in one of our conferences 1 undertook to produce 
my vouchers from the antient,/ht//m. Let me now subjoin 
two or three attestations of this kind.'— From one of which 
you will perceive, that those early writers had a 'considera- 
ble degree of clearness upon the point.* From the other 
you will see, that far from rejecting the doctrine, they em- 
brace if with delight and rapture. And if you* will admit 
of the. last, you cannot be startled at any thing, which I 
shall advance upon the subject. — Let me only promise in 
general, that, if those author.^ are not so copious and expli- 
cit, with regard to the imputation of active righte(rusncss; they 
abound with passages, which evince the substitution of 
CHRIST in our stead. Passages, which disclaim all depeti- 
dence on any duties of our own, and fix the hopes of a 
sinner entirely upon the merits of his S.WlOUR. When 
this is the case I am not very solicitous about any particular 
forms ot expression ; and far from being angry, even though 
the words, which I think most significant, are not retain- 
ed- 

Clemens, first of the antient fathers, and an intimate 
acquaintance of St. Paul's, wrote an epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. It is full of manly sense and seraphic piety, 
Among other valuable things the truly apostolic man 
declares; me are not in any respect or in any degree, .yw.v- 
tified by ourselves, but wholly by JESUS CHRIS I' ; not 
by our oxen ivisdom or jiruclence, which could never find 
put the way ; not by the piety of our hearls, or xwrks ofrigh- 
fconsness performed in /;///• //jv'.v,whicl) could never be suffi 
cient for the purptjsc ; but by Juith or a fiduciary reliance 
t>n the righteoMsii . ss of rinotlier. 'I'he one invariable me- 
lb(Kl, by xchich the Almiv.hty SOVElilUGN has justified 
all hi$ People, ever since the xvorld began. 

/wA'/fw—who was first a Gartile philosopher, then an emi- 
nent Christian, and at last a martyr for tlie truth — speaks more 
fuily to the point ; Wha! else eould cover oar sins, but the 
righteousness of JESi^S ClflilST f By tohdl passible means 
i ou '.d we, unrighteous and unholy creatures, be justified, hut 
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onhj by the interposition of the SON of GOD in our behalt ; 
— Having, in this clause, made a profession of his faith ; 
— the good man, on the contemplation of such a privilege 
breaks out into a kind of holy transport. O sweet de- 
lightful EXCHANGE ! A dispensation unsearchably wisdand 
gracious. Benefits , quite unexpected, andrich beyond all our 
hopes! That the transgression of many, should be hid by one 
righteous PERSON ; and that the righteousness of ONE, 
should justify many transgressions. 

The followings words are remarkably strong, and the 
sentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from the pen 
of the finest writer in ecclesiastical antiquity. They have 
the great name, and venerable character of St. Chrysostom, 
for their recommendatory preface. — Fear not, says he 
on account of any of thy past transgressionof thelazo, zohenonce 
thou hast fled by faith to JESUS CHRIST. The most en- 
ormous and the most destructive violation of the Imvo, is, to 
he tcilh-held by the consciousness as any guilt rchatever, fi ^pi 
believing on CHRIST. When thou actesl faith on him, 
thou hast fulfilled, I might say, more than fulfilled the law. 
For thou hast received a better righteousness, than it could 
ever require : Thou art possessed of a better obedience, than 
any creature could possibly pay. 

Two or three witnesses of distinguished ability, and un- 
doubted veracity, arc a sufficient confirmation of any -cause. 
For this reason, and to avoid a tiresome prolixity, I have 
set aside a multitude of voices -, which from the writings of 
our own and foreign divines, are ready to pour their united 
evidence. — And lest the business of quotation, though 
sparingly managed, should seem dry and tedious ; I will re- 
lieve your weariness, and enliven the collection, by an ex- 
tract from the prince of English poetry. — Michael, the 
prophetic archangel, mentioning the destructive consequence 
of the Ball; and asserting the GODHEAD of that glorious 
FERSON,.who undertook to be the repairer ot this deadly 
breach ; adds, 

Which HE, who comes thy SAVIOUR, shall re-care, 

Not by destroying Satan, but his works, 

In thee and in thy seed, Nor can this be; ^ 
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But by fulftlUng (that which thou didst want) 

Obedience to the law of GOD, imposed 
On penalty of death ; and suffering deathi 
The penalty to thy transgression due ; 

And due to theirs, which out of thine will grow^ 

So ONLY cun high Justice rest appaid*. 

The same celestial teacher, speaking of the divine law; 
explaining its nature and design ; that it demonstrates, by 
inestimable evidence, the very best of men to be guilty of 
sin and obnoxious to wrath j displays likewise the grettt re- 
tijedy provided the gospel, 

-That when they sec 
Law can discover sin, but n6t remove, 

(Save by those shadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of bulls and goats) thay may conclude, 

, Some blood more precious must be paid for mau ; 

Just foa unjust} that in such righteousness, 

Tp them by faith imputed, they may find. 

Justification towards GOD, and peace 
Of cpntcience +* 

Here then is the express determination of our Homilies 
r-rfupported by the authority of our articles — established 
by the concurrence of our liturgy — still farther rati6ed by 
the unanimous attestation of several celebrated Divines; 
whose lives w ere the brightest ornament to our church, and 
whose writings are the most unexceptionable interpreta- 
tions of her meaning. — Asa capital, to crown and complete 
this grand column, supervenes the declaration of the anti- 
jathers ,• those who flourished, and wuth the highest renown, 
in the first and purest ages of Christianity. — So that, if 
great authorites carry any weight ; his illustrious name 
.^allenge aiiy regard ; this tenet comes attended and dignifi- 
with very considerable credentials. 


•* MiLTott, $ookXn>|9|. 
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• Yet, I will venture to affirm, that all these, considerable 
as they appear, are the least of those testimonials, which 
recommend the doctrine to my Theron’s acceptance, and 
which have gained it admittance into the heart of 

His most affectionate 


ASPASIO, 
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DEAR THERON, 

The family, in which I have the satisfaction to 
reside, though remarkable for their genteel figure and ample 
fortune, are still more amiably distinguished by their bene- 
volence, hospitality, and charity. — As they live at a distance 
from the market-town, the lady has converted one apartment 
of her house into a little dispensatory ; and stocked it with 
some of the most commo.i, the most needed, and most sa- 
lutary medicines. Which, in cases of ordinary indisposi- 
tion, she distributes to her indigent neighbours, with singu- 
lar compassion, and with no small success.— This fine morn- 
ing, Emilia has ordered some skilful hands into the fields 
to cull their healing simples, and lay up a magazine of health 
for the afflicted poor. — Camillus is withdrawn, to receive 
his rents, and settii; accounts with his tenants. 

Suppose, we act in concert with these valuable persons. 
Suppose, we range the delightful fields of Scripture, and 
form a collection, not of salutiforous herbs, but of inestima- 
ble texts ; such as maj be of sovereign efficacy, to assuage 
the anguish of a guilty conscience, and impart saving 
health to the distempered soul.— Suppose, we open the 
mines of divine inspiration, and enrich ourselves, not with 
the gold of Ophir, but with the unsearchable treasures of 
CHRIST; or with that perfect righteousness of our RE- 
DEEMER, which is incomparably more precious, thanth? 
revenues of a country, or the produce of Peru, 
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In pleading for imputed righteousness, we have already 
urged the authority of oUr established church, and the sut* 
fege of her most eminent divi ics. — ^The opinion of excel- 
lent writers, which has been the result of much learning,- 
great attention, and earnest prayer, is no contemptible 
evidence. Yet we must always reserve the casting voice,- 
for those infallible ummres, the prophets and apostles. If 
we receive i with a deferential regard, the witness of mens 
the witnesst of COD is gteaterf* and challenges the most 
implicit submission^ — Which remark, naturaliy'leads me to. 
the intended subject of this epistle ; or rather calls upon me 
to fulfil my late engagement, and shew — That the above- 
mentioned doctrine is copiously revealed, through the whole 
process of the scriptures. 

Let me select a very significant portion from the epistle 
to the Romans ; which, though little inferior to a decisive 
proof, is presented only as an introduction to others. Now 
the righteousness of GOD without the laxo is manifestedf 
being witnessed by the taxc and the prophets ; even the righte- 
ousness of God, lohich is byjaith of JESUS CHRIST unto 
all, and upon all them that belieire.-f The righteousness of 
GOD, signifies that righteousness, which the incarnate 
GOD wrought out in his own all glorious person. J It is 
styled the righteousness of GOD, by way of superlative 
pre eminence ; in opposition to any righteousness of our 
own, and in contra-distjnetion to the righteousness of all 
creatures whatever. — This righteousness is zeithoul the laio, 
Its efficacy has no dependence on, its merit receives no ad- 
dition from, any conl’onnify of our practice to the divine 


John V. 9. f Rom. nl. ai, afa. 

X This cxplicatirn, or ^ nitihu g to the same jutrposc, has occurred already. But ii 
is hoped the cand d rcatic wJI i ot ctuidcmn the icpctition, as a disagiccablc or dejunc 
l^tology* — Because it ]ii r jrsor.ant to the practice ot onr great apostle, who repeats the 
term, re-incukates the docnmc, and hardly knows how' to desist from the favorite topic : 
likeooe^ who wav quite ei.amourtd with the subject ; who found irtusic in the words | 
and who fe happiness was br and up m th« blessing. — Because it is conformable to another* 
»nd a greater example* The LORD ItfiOVAH himself, within the compassi of one 
chapter, once and again, yea, a thud and a fourth time, styles this wonderful ol>ed»eAce* 
MY a.iGHTEOWSNEss. As though ihc GOD of innnite perfection gloiicd in it; thotjgh^ 
himself moit eminently rnagndied by it ; and was jealous to have til the honor resulting 
fipaa sl« Isa. if. 
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law: being complete, abtolutely complete in itself, and 
altogether sufficient to procure the reconciliation and accep- 
tance of sinners.— -This righteousness is manifested by the 
gospel ; and made as clear, as an object which we behold 
with our own eyes. It was witnessed (nj the law and the 
prophets ; and made as certain, as a fact which is attested 
by unquestionable evidence. — To produce this evidence } 
to examine its pertinency, and weigh its sufficiency, is ouf 
present pleasing business. 

We may begin with that gracious declaration, made to 
the first transgressors-; The seed of the Woman shall bruise 
the serpent's head shall ’ destroy the works of the devil, 
and retrieve whatever was lost by his malicious artifices. •(• 
II ovv could this be effected, but by restoring that righte- 
ousness, which for a while, our first parents possessed; 
wliich they ought always to have held fast, but from which 
they so soon and so uhhappily swerved ? — Take the position 
in ilie right sense, and Christianity is, if not entirely, yet 
very nearly as old us the ereation. It was comprehended in 
this blessed promise, as the stamina of tlic largest plants are 
contained in the substance of their respective seeds. Every 
subsequent revelation being no more, t!ian a gradual eiolu* 
tioH of this grand evangelical principle ; acting like the 
vegetative po wers of nature, which, in rearing an oak with 
all its spread of branches, only expand the tunicles, and fill 
up the vessels of the acorn. 

The doctrine seems to have been typically taught, by ihq 
remarkable maimer of clothing our first jjarents. — All they 
could do for their own recovxry, was like the patch,.d and 
beggarly mantle of fig-lcavcs. 'l iiis they relinquish, and 
GOD himself furnishes them with apparel. J Animals are 

U 


* Gen, ill. 1', 

t la ftCkJtie such sense, 1 think, our first parents mu^i unJerstind the pronihti 
wififC could yield them no etlectual rdiel, under tins distressing ♦enscof lImu misery, 
dismal appiuhciision ot their posterity’s ruin. 
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sl<dn, not for food, but sacrifice; and the naked 'criminals 
are arrayed with the skins of those slaughtered beasts. The 
Tictims figured the expiationo^ CHRIST’S death ; the cloth*- 
ing typefied the of his righteousness. — In perfect 

conformity, perhaps with a reference, to the passage thus 
interpreted , the apostle just now expressed himsclt j even 
ike righteousness of GOD, lohkh is not only made over * to 
all believers, as a rich portion ; but put* upon- all, as a 
beautiful garment, ’\yhereby alone their moral deformity 
can be covered, and their everiasting confusion prevented. 
— -Milton, it is certain, speaking of this memorable transac- 
tion, considers it in the same spiritual sense: 

Nor HE their oulzcanl only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness | (mueh more 
Opprobious !) with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover'd from his FATHER'S sight. 

In thy seed, says the great JEHOV'AII to his servant 
Abraham, shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. % I hat 
the seed here mentioned is CHRIST, the apostle § places 
beyond all doubt. IJoth scripture and reason declare, I’hat 
true blessedness m\i%i necessarily include — the pardon of sins, 
and the favor of GOD — the sanctification of our souls, and 
the inheritance of life eternal. None of which are to be 
acquired by any human performances ; but all are to be 
sought, and all may be found, in the root and ofFs[)ring of 
Abraham, JKSL'S ClIRISr. Wlio is therefore most per- 
tinently styled, THE DESIRE OE ALL NATIOX.S; 
The actual desire of every enlightened nation ; and the 


* * Rom i:i > », 

^ An allusion lo Cm, i i. to When' A^ani confci'xs iH-fort: JEHCTV’ AH ; Ihaf-i 
th-f voke in tki ^fiuicn ap-i uu uus nuked, Wliich miiit tloMOto, wh.iL 

M t LTOM tsuly tiLyjLt., .til ///.t i/i' ii.iLmlin's.'s, or the of Siitce nothtn;^ 

no wait ot Uxhlv onmuK-iii, totiltl have u*xpo.>cd out hi:»t parent to th*wiaih of 
tiOi), have made hnxHliaid d ;t 

* Ceil. xxii. i3, 

See St. PauP^ aorommi npou this invelndtlc proml.Ne, Cal; 8, See. This coinmcntatoi". 
We allalhiw, was miided i»y ;i’C SPlRlT, and kivcw the lulncl ol GOD. According t;* 
t. It •* vvi^h tlu doclunc ot j'.itihcatiou l»y Uuh, andb 
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implicit, desire of all nations whatever. Because all, without 
any exception, covet, what is to be derived only from JE- 
SUS CMRIS r the righteous, rea/ happiness. 

The patriarchal age, and the legal oeconomy, bore their 
testimony to this truth, by typical persons, emblematical 
miracles, and figurative usages. Indeed, the whole cere-» 
monial service was a grand series of types, representing 
CHRIST and his everlasting righteousness. In all 
which, this was the jmanimous though silent language ; 
behold the of GOD, that taketh axcay the sin of the 

xvnrld — These I shall not stay to discuss; because proofs, 
more explicit anq ])osltive, wait for our consideration.. 
Only I would just make a transient observation, relating 
to one very remarkable constitution oi the Jewish ritual. 

The High-priest had, on the fruntof his mitre, a plate 
of pui*e gold, engraven with that venerable morto% 
1 1 ss TO DTE LORD. Which was always to be on 
liis lorehead, when he performed the solemn ministrations 
ot the sanctuary; and for this important reason, that the 
peu[)le pup^ht he accepted before the LORDf., Did not this 
mnst clearly foresliew the immaculate holiness of our great 
llIUH-PRIFSr ? And with equal clearness imply, that 
his liollncss should procure acceptance for all his followers.* 

In the book of job, w'c have several hints of this truth, 
and one passage very express to our purpose . — Elihu de- 
scribes an unconverted jicrson, under the chastising hand 
of providence. Whose life, tlirough the extremity of its 
di'sca.sc, draws, imar to the pravr; and to his soul, through 
tlic multitude ot hi' iniquities, is ready to become a ])rey 
to the destroyers. In this deplorable condition, if there be 
jiresent wtih him, the MlkSSl'LNGER ^ ot the covenant of 
peace; that e^rcat INri'.R PRETER j; of the divine coun- 
sels, wlio tor Ills super-excellent wisdiom, is justly acknow- 
ledged to be one among ti thousand, or rather the chiefest 
among ten thousand. It he, by his enlightening SPIRIT, 
vouchsafe to shew unto the afflicted man his own perfect 


♦ Exod. xxriii. 36, 37. + Exod. xx\u . !:8. 


^ J. Set Job. xxutfi. *S, <t.r. 



5^3 


ASPASIO TO THERON. 


righteousness ; that most meritorious uprightness, on which 
aione a sinner may depend, both for temporal and eternal 
salvation. Then the poor distressed creature, attentive to 
this instruction, and appiving to this rightonusness, is made 
partaker of pardon. GOD is the sovereign LORD of lite 
aind deatli, ix i^rae/oiis uiifo and sciith in the greatness 
of his strength, as well as the multitude of his mercies. 
Deliver him from going dozen info the pit of corruption, as a 
pie ge of his deliverance from the pit of perdition. For, I 
have found a reason sufficient to satisfy my justice. I have 
received an atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, 
now reconciled transgressor. 

But why I do insist upon one particular paragraph ? It 
seems to be the main design of the icAn/cbook, to overthrow 
all pretensions of any justifying righteousness in man. That 
the wretched sinner, nay, that the greatest saint, stript of 
every personal plea, may sec nothing to rely on, but the 
merits of a REDEEMER. This is the final i'suc of all 
those, warm dehates, which pass between tlie afHicted hero 
and Ids censorious friends. This is the grand result of Elihu’s 
calm retisoning, and o; God Almighty’s awful interrogato- 
ries. The appare.'it centre (his, ** in which all the line.s 
terminate ; justly therefore ro be considered, as the principal 
scope of the whole work. 

I must not oji'it an excellent obscrv.ition, which I find 
in some critical and (.rpluna'oiy notes, f on the last words of 
David, The judicious autlior proving, that this song relates 
to Christ; that it displav''. the dignity of our REDEEMER, 
under the character cil the KING and the Jl’S'l' ONE, 
adds, as an explication of the last amiable and glorious title. 
— " Our LOR D .1 LSLS Cl IR iS'l' i ; so called, not so much 
** for having fu.liilcd all rightcousuess, in his own person, 
** and periormcvl an unsinning obedience to the will of 

GOD, as because his righteousness imputed to us, we 
” also upon the terms of tlie gospel, are justified, or ac- 
” counted righteous before GOD.” 


^ See Job xlii, S. 
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I think we may evidently discern the same vein of evan- 
gelical doctrine, running through many of the Psalms— 
He shall convert intf soul ; * turn me not only from sin and 
ignorance, biit from every false confidence, and every de- 
ceitful refuge. “ He shall bring me forth in paths of righ- 
teousness,” in those paths of imputed righteousness, which 
are always adorned with the trees of holiness j are always 
watered with the fountains of consolation ; and always 
terminate in everlasting rest.- — Some, perhaps, may ask 
why I give this sense of the pass.oge? Why may it not sig- 
nify the paths of duty, and the way of our own obedience ? 
Because, sucli effects are here mentioned, as never have 
resulted, and never can result, from any duties of our 
own. 'rhese, detached from our S.\VIOUR’s righte- 
ousness, are not gmv/ pa'-tiires, but a parched and blasted 
heath ; arc not still routers, but a troubled and disorderly 
stream. Neither can.tiiese sptak peace, or administercorn- 
tort, wiien we pass through tlie valley and shadow of death. 
To yield these blessings is the exalted office of CHRIS F, 
and tlie sole prerogative of his obedience. ' 

Admitting, that this obedience is of sovereign advantage, 
during the years of life, and in the hour of death; it may- 
still occur to the serious aud inquisitive mind, what will be 
our safeguard, in the invisible state? When th.e soul departs, 
and our place on earth knows us no more : when the body 
revives, and we shall all stand before the judgement-seat: 
what will then avail us? — The same rigliteousness of our di- 
vine LORD. This, if I mistake not, is diq)laved in the 
very next psalm. WTich begins with a solicitous enquiry; 
subjoins a satifactory answer; and cl «cs with a most perti- 
nent but rapturous apostrophe. — This is the enquiry ; zoho 
shall ascend into the hill of the LORD ? Or, icho shall rise up 
in his holy place ? — To which this is the answer ; even he 
that hath clean hands and a pure hearty j-. He shall receive 
the blessing I of remission and reconcilation ; and righteous- 
ness, as the cause of both, from the OOD of his salvation. 


• Teal, xxiii. 3. t r«al xxiv, f. 
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Even that perfect righteousness, which is not acquired by 
man, but bestowed bv JEHOVAH : which isnot performed 
by the saint, but received * by the sinner : which is the on- 
ly solid basis, to support our hopes of happiness and the 
holy valid plea, for an admision into the mansions of 
joy. — Then follows the apostrophe. The prophet foresees 
the ascension of CHRIST and of his saints. He sees his 
LORD, marching at the head of the reddemed world, and 
conducting them unto the city ot the living GOD. Suita- 
bly to such a view, and in a most beautiful strain of poetry 
he, addresses himself to the heavenly portals ; lift up your 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; 
and the king of glory, with all the heirs ot his grace and 
righteousness, shall maketheir triumphant entry ; shall enter 
in, and go out no more. 

Having shewn the powerful and extensive influence of 
our REDEEMER’S righteousness ; its eflicacy, in this 
world to justify, in the other world to glorify ; well may the 
sweet singer of Israel profess his supreme value for it, and 
entire dependence on it. / zoill so forth in the strength of 
the LORD GOD, and zoill make mention of thy righteous^ 
ness only f. As though he had said ; I will have recourse 
to no other righteousness, for the consolation of my soul. 
I will plead no other righteousness, for the rcommendation 
of my person. I will fly to no other righteousness, for my 
final acceptance, and endless felicity. — This is that raiment 
of needlework and clothing of wrought gold|, in which 
the church, the (jueen-consort, is picscntcd to her immor- 
tal bridegroom ; with which she enters the everlasting ha- 
bitations, to be “ for ever with the LORD.” — This is that 
garment for glory and tor beauty §, whicli clothed our great 
HIGHPRIEST ; and, descending to his very feet jj, clothes 
and adorns the lowest members of his mystical body. 


♦ Rom,v. a7* Psal. xxiv. 5. + Psal, Jxxi, 

i Pwl.xIv;J3. ^ Exod.xxviii. 31. 
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Reccollecting all the foregoing particulars, justly and on 
the most rational ground, does our royal author declare j 
“ Blessed are the people, that know the joyful sound : 
“ they shall walk, O LORD, in the lightof thy countenance. 
“ In thy name shall they rejoice all they do ; and in thy 

righteousness shall they be exalted.”— They are truly 
blessed, they alone are hap})y, who know the joyful sound 
of the gospel ; not only receive it with their ears, but admit 
it into their' very hearts ; so as to partake of the sacred 
peace, and spiritual liberty, which it proclaims, — I'hey shall 
walk in the light of thy countenance ; they shall enjoy such 
communication:; of thy grace, and such manifestations of 
thy love, as will constitute the serenity and sunshine oftheir 
souls.— In thy name O LORD JESUS CHRIST, in thy 
matchless penion, and thy infinite merits, shall they re- 
joice. And nut occasionally, but habitually j not barely 
at some distinguished intervals, but all the day. Their 
joy sliall be as lasting, as it is substantial: — t hough abased, 
tliougli confounded in themselves, in thy righteousness shall 
they be exalted * ; now exalted to a state of holy friendship 
and delightful communion with GOD ; and exalted when 
time shall be no more, to a state of celestial glory, and 
eternal blis,s. 

How thoroughly evangelical is this scra[)hic writer ! he 
has joy, he has hlessedne.ss, and he looks for everlasting ex- 
altation. Yet not from his faitli, his repentance, and hi.s 
own sincere obedience. According to tliis, which is the 
modern scheme, laii'i, instead oi receiving, would supplant 
the I.ORD JESUN: Repentance, instead of being the gift 
of CHRIS r, would become his rival: and sincere obedi- 
ence, which IS for the jiraise and glory of (iOD, would 
eclipse and impoverish his grace. — Eat David adopts no 
such doctrine. This is the invariable language of his heart ; 
this the burden of his song ; all my springs of hope, of trust 
and consolation, O thou adored IMMANUEL, are in 
thee f. 
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This sense is the less precarious, I had almost said the 
more certain, as it exactly cf)rrespoiKls with the anology of 
faith, and coincides with the express declarations of other 
scriptures . — Isaiah is styled the eva7}i*eUst of the Jewish 
church. Because, more frequently than any of the prophets, 
he celebrates, and more copiously explains, this and other 
peculiarities ot the gospel. — In the very, first chapter, he 
preaches these glad tidings ; Sion shall be redeemed with 
judgement, and her converts with righteousness. Sion the 
gospel church, composed of fallen creatures, somewhat dis- 
obedient to their GOD, and enslaved to satan, shall be re- 
deemed. Redeemed, not with corruptible tilings silver 
and gold, but by severe judgement executed on their glori- 
ous HEAD, and gracious KEPRESl'-N IWd’IVE. And 
not by these only, but by righteouMiess also ; by the perfect 
and mo.st meritorious obedience of the same divinely excel- 
lent PERSON. 

Our sacred author bears his testimony with warmer zeal 
and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in his incom])arable 
discourses. Surely, shall one say ( ir as it may be rendered 
Only) in the LORD have I righteousness- and strength 
please to observe Theron, it is not s.tid, in my works, inmy^ 
own works, in my own repentance, no, nor in my own faith 
but in the LORD, in the incarnate JEHOVAH, have I 
righteousness. — Rigteousness for justification, and strength 
lor sanctification. An imputed rigliteousness, to procure 
my acceptance ; an impaited strengtii, to j)roduce my ho- 
liness. The first, constituting my title to the everlasting 
inheritance ; the last, torming my personal preparation for 
its enjoyment. Surely, whicii exjrresscsa firm persuarion 
and an unshaken affiance. Only, Wiilch denotes an utter 
ifcnuiiciation of all otlicr confi.lence, and excludes every 
Other ground of hope. — Righteousnesses, the original is in 
the plural number. Which seems to be used, not without 
an important design ; lo enlarge the significarlcy of the 
world, and make it correspond with the richness of the 
blessing. So that it iuay imply the fulness and superemi- 
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bent excellency of fhis gift of grace ; as comprehending 
whatever, either of suffering' or of obedience, is requisite 
to the justification or sinners. • .t/' 

Therefore the prophet adds ; in the LORD, shall all the 
sc ^d of Israel be justifiedi and shall glory*; Most important 
and most precious text ! every expressio'.i is big with truth* 
and bright with grace. — All the seed : intimating, that the 
way of salvation, in every age of the worldj and to all the, 
people of GOD, is invariable and one. — What is this invari-i 
able way ? ‘It is to be pardoned, and delivered from wrath, 
to be approved, and admitted into favour j or as the inspired 
penman expresses it, to be justified. — How is this effected ? 
Not by oUr upright aims, not by our sincere endeavour?} 
but by having a real and proper righteousness. — Where is 
this to be had ^ Not in ourselves ; not in any accord plish ' 
inents, or anv performance of our own ; in the LORD 
REDEEMER, and^ his consumtnately righteous nature* 
affections, actions —Are these suffieieni for the purpose-? 
S> sufficient, that we may not drily confide, but glory in 
them. They afford cause not only for the stc^dfassness ot^ 
reliance} but for the elevations of triumph; Cldaving to 
these we may look sin and satan, look death and heli,, id 
the face ; and say} with a noble defiance* who shall con- 
demn us? . .... 

What he had just ndw asserted* hd exemplifies in his own, 
and in the person of every true believer. / zvili "nui/ 1 1 / ’e- 
joice i/i the LORDi, my soul shall be joyful in mf/ God; for 
he hath clothed me icith the garments of salva/fm, he hath 
covered tne wti/i the robe of righteousness , True believers 
are compafed} in one of our sacred eclogues* to a company 
of horses in Pharaoh's chariot I : to horsesi than which no 
^imal is more stately and graceful to Kgt/izfian horses* 
which were the best and completcst, then in the world : to 
those ia Pharaoh’s chariot, winch, doubtless, were a clioied 
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^ set I selected frbni thousands; and finest, where all Averc 
^ fitie. , Here, methinks, I sec the comparison realized. 
Christians, endued with such a spirit, as breathes in this 
‘aniinatcd text, are like collections of gallant and majestic 
steeds; not destined to low drudgery, but appointed to liin 
, in the royal chariot ; all life ; full of fire ; champing the bit, 
and eager for the chase. Nothing can more beautifully 
describe a state of exultation and ardour, than the preceding 
.similitude, or the following words — / xoill rejfiice ; 1 will 
grtaily rejoice; my very soul, and all that is within me, shall 
iw joyful in my GOD. Wherefore? Because he has clothed 
'me, undone sinner as I am, with the garments of salvation ; 
because he hath covered me, defective as all my services are, 
xvilh the robe oj righteousness. A robe, which hides every 
Corruption, and covers every sin ; so that neither stain nor 
deformity appear in my character. A robe, which adorns 
and dignifies my soul ; renders it fair as the moon, clear as 
the sun *, and meet for the inheritance of saints in light. 
ri-Having represented this righteousness, in a variety of grand 
^hd charming views — the Prophet farther characterizes it, 
ktihe unalterable wad never J'ailhig origin of our justifica- 
tion and happiness. This he displays by a train of images, 
bold and sublime to the last degree. IJff. up yonr eyes to 
the heavefis, and look upon the earth beneath : for the hcat'etis 
shall vanish aioay like smoke, and the earth wax old like a 
garment ; but my salvation shall he for ever, and my righlc-% 
ousness shall 7iot be abolished — Observe the vast dimensi- 
ons, and the firm foundations, both of the upper and lower 
y?prld. How strong, how stedtast, they all appear ! Yet 
these, indissoluble as they may seem, shall perish.-— This 
^ajestic globe, on whicl. summers shine, and flowery pTOS- 
'|s^ects smile, shall Jose its beautiful gloss ; and soon be Imd 
-aside,; ..like a decayed useless garment. Even that more 
'majestic tpticflir, in which stars glider, and comets glovf, 
shall fee .^j^fived of its very superior splendor ; and vanish 
awayi |jkeJbe unsubstantial dissolving stnoke. — ;Whereas, 
my saltaiion, together with the inestintable blessings com- 
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prehended in it, shall subsist, shall flourish /or And 

my righteousness t which is the meritorious csiuse of all,fAa// 
not be abolished ; but remain an immoveable basis and an 
inviolable sanctuary, for the repose and safety of sinners. — 

In short j whether there be moral virtues, they shall be 
fognd wanting ; whether there be Christian graces, they 
shall prove ineffectual; but my conformity to the law, and 
my obedience unto death, neither need addition, nor admit 
of alteration. They are all-sufficient in their merit, and in ■ 
their zf^encyeverlesting. 

When day arises on our benighted hemisphere, it. breaks 
and spreads by a gradual increase. Forming, first, the grey 
twilight ; next, the blushing morn ; then, the shining light; 
till all is heightened into the blaze and glow of noon. — 
When spring revi-^its our wintry clime, she also advances by 
gentle degrees. First, swells the bud, and protrudes the 
gem. Then, expands the leaf, and unfolds the blossom. 
The face of tilings is continually changing for the better; 
till, at length, all the country is covered with bloom and 
verdure. — Fhis leisurely process, renders the strong efful- 
gence of the celestial orb, more supportable ; and the lovely 
expansions of the vegetable creation, more observable. 

So progressive and increasing arc the displays of JESUS 
CHRIST, exhibited in the scriptures. Whose appearance 
is unspeakably more delightful to the soul, than the emana- 
tions of orient light are to the eye, or the entertainments of 
the vernal season to our other senses. — The gloom ot fallen 
Adam was alleviated by a ray from this SUN OF RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. — .Vbraham and the partiarchs saw afar off 
the blessed JESUS, r/.r the morning spread ufwn the moun- 
tffins*. — The and the prophets, bel'.ekl his nearer 
approaches, like the sun upon the j^oint of rising. — ^To the 
Apostles and Evangelists he arose, in perfect lustre, and 
complete beauty. Fhe grace and the privileges, which 
datpned under other dispensations, are brought even to me- 
ridian light by, the gospel.-— This I mention.just to intimate, 
what you may expect from a following letter. 
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Jn the mean time, let us attend to the Prophet Daniel, 
jHe j’^ords ^ mesis^ge from heaven, which is more clearly 
.^espriptiye pf this great evangelical blessing, than all the 
foregoing texts,— He had been under much distress, and in 
great perplexity ; afflicted for his own, and his countrymen's 
sins ; anxjops for fhe welfare of the chosen nation, and the 
prosperity of true religion. When an angel was dispatched 
fo the hply mourner, with this most clieafing news ; which, 
ypeeived by faith, is the richest balm to a wounded con- 
science, and the only remedy for a guilty world. Seventy 
ivec/is are determined upon thy people^ andupon thy holy city i 
^0 finish the transgression, and make an end of sin j to make 
reconcduilion for iniquity ; and to bring in everlasting righ- 
teousness*. — This prophecy, without all contradiction, rci 
latesto the Ml'lSSIAH. It foretels, that, in the fulness of 
time, he .should the ti ansgression ; restrain and sup- 
press the power of corruption, by purifying to himself a pe- 
culiar people. — Should make end of sin ; by sealing up or 
creating its guilt, and totally abolishing its condemning pow- 
der — ^Shopld make reconciliation for iniquity ; by sustaining 
the vengeance due to sinners, and fully satisfying the divine 
Justice for all their offences. 

But, as to suffer punishment, is one thing ; and to obey 
the precept, is another: as pardon of sin, does by no means 
complete the privilege of justification : It is added, that the 
MESSIAH should also bring ip an everla.sting righteous'? 
ness — A righteousness, or an adequate and perfect confo- 
, mit) to all the dictates of the law. Which consists, in aq; 
babitua) holiness of nature, and an Actual obedience of life. 
This hp shoul ! not barely publish, but accomplish andfir/V/g^ 
That it may be presented both to GOD and man ; to 
for th.e repartition of his violated law; to GOD, for 
the reparation of his ignominious sins ; to man, fortbejustificat 
lion of his obnoxious person — "1 hat this righteousness should 
, be ev^lasiing ; not such as may be compared to the mom- 
|nc ci)^d, which soup passeth away ; or to the early dew, 
f ilfliisl is soon dried up; but such as will gut-last ihw fejUs, 
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on which the latter shines ; and out-last the skies, through 
which the former fails. A righteousness, whose merits ex- 
tend to every period and every acquisition of our lives; and 
when once made ours by imputation, remains and will re- 
main our unalienable property. — To this all the Saints, who 
in antient generations, pleased GOD, owe their acceptance j 
on this, all the children of men, who, in future ages, hope 
for his favor, must rely ; by this the whole assembly of the 
blessed, will be invariably and eternally precious in his 
sight.^Exalted character ! Can it be applicable to any thing 
less, than the righteousness of the incarnate GOD ? Surely 
none can imagine, that Daniel would speak in such a mag- 
nificent strain of any human righteousness ; since, in this 
very chapter, he professedly depreciates himself, his fellow- 
saints, and all human performances whatever. 

I forgot, in the proper place, to consult the prophet Jere- 
miah. Let us- now refer ourselves to his determination. 
Celebrating the S.A.VIOUA’ oi Judah and Israel^ he says; 
this U his name, leherebv he shall be called, THE LORD 
OUR H IG H TEOUSN ESS. A determination, so clear 

jind satisfactory, as not to leave, one would almost conclqde, . 
any room for appeal. — Should the sense of the passage be 
questioned, I think, there cannot be a more authentic ex- 
plication, than the preceding extracts from Isaiah and Danh 
el. Having the unanimous attestation of two inspired pen- 
men, we may venture to abide by such authority, even in 
opposition to some respectable names. — In the verse imme- 
diately foregoing, the essential holiness of the REDEEM- 
ER is displayed, under the character of the RIGHTEOUS 
BRANCH. — The sanctity, which he xedU impart to his sub- 
jects, is intimated by his executing judgment and justice in 
the earth. — In the clause, we have quoted, his im/w /erf righ- 
teousness is foretolb and ])romiscd. — Thus, the .several sen- 
tences are distinct *, the description of the SAVIOUR is com- 
plete; and he appears perfectly suited to the exigences of a 
wretched world. A world, in its worst estate, enslaved to 
'^tan i and in its best, falling sliort of the glory of GOD, 
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rr“This, therefore, I take to be the grand and extensive 
meaning of the Pr^het ; not barely, the righteous LORD ; 
inot barely, the LQKD who infuses righteousness into sinful 
souls ; but the incarnate JEHOVAH*, whose mediatorial 
lighteousness is, by an act of gracious imputation, ours — 
to all the intents of justification and salvation, ours — a$ 
much ours for these blessed purposes, as if we had wrought 
it out, each in his own person. 

, Foreseeing and contemplating these blessings, the enrap- 
tured Zechariah cries out ; “ Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Sion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy 
“ King cometh unto thee ; he is just, and having salvation, 
** lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass f-” — He addresses himself to Sion and Jerusalem, 
to the ecclesiastical and civil community. People of all 
ranks and of every character, arc exhorted to rejoice : to 
rejoice greatly ; nay, to express the joy of their heart ; by 
loud hallelujahs, and triumphant exclamations. What is the 
cause of this general delight? Who can fill both church and 
^ate with such high satisfaction ? Th^ kins; cometh unto 
thee } even that glorious KING, who rules in heaven, and 
rules in the heart ; whose service is freedom, and whose 
laws are love. He comes, to be made flesh, and to dwell 
in thy nature. — He is just ; divinely righteous in thy stead. 

■ — Having salvation ; not setting thee to procure it, but pro- 
curing it for thee. Bringing with him a great, a complete, 
an eternal salvation ; fully prepared, in all points finished, 
and free for thy acceptance. That none may be discourag- 
ed, and none deterred, from applying to this PRINCE of 
Peace, he is, amidst all the honors of hi: sovereignty, low- 
ly : does not abhor the basest, will not despise the meanest : 
to the poor and worthless his gosjjel is preached, for the 
guilty and abominable his benefits are intended. — As an em- 
blem, as a proof, of this most amiable and condescending 
goodness, he will ride ; not like the conquerors of the na- 
tions, in a splendid triumplmi chariot, or on a richly capri- 
soned steed ; but upon the most mean and despicable of all 
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i^nimals, an ass : nay, what is still more despicable, on a 
rude undisciplined colt, the wayard fool of ah asa. 

And now — since my Tlicron confesses himself to be itiU 
serahle, and poor, and naked; since the eyes of bis undet- 
standing are enlightened, to see the imjxirity of his heart, 
and the imperfection of his righteousness — 'what advice, 
cheating and salytarv, shall I suggest ? O! let him listen t6 
an ADVISER, infinitely more able and compassionate* 
Listen to DIM, who is the ANTIENT OF DAYS, and 
the WISDOM OF GOD; I counsel thee, sai/.i the blessed 
JESUS, to bup of me '^o!d tided in the fire, that thou viatjest 
be rich ; and white raiment, that thou maijest he cloathed 
Gold\ What can this denote, but all thoscspiritual treasures, 
which arc hid in CHRIST ? AVhich are in measure, un- 
searchable; in value, inestimable; in duration, eternal.— 
IVhite raiment ! Surely this must signify the righteousness 
of our REDEEMER ; which is all purity, and all perfec- 
tion, Which cloathesthe soul, as a most suitable and com- 
modious garment arrays the body. Which will present the 
believer, void of shame, and free from blemish ; will pre- 
sent him, with confidence aud honor, before the throne of 
the MAJESTY in the heavens. 

This, to use the delicate language, and amiable images 
of Isaiah — This doctrine, embraced by a realizing faith, is 
the only pillow of rest, wherewith ye may cause the wear/ 
and heavy-laden soul to find repose ; and this is the sovereign 
cordial, prepared by infinite mercy, for the refreshment of 
anxious ai.J desponding transgressors. O! Let us not be 
in the number of those proud and refractory creatures, who, 
though they infinitely needed, yet would not heart fhe 
gracious news, nor receive the unspeakable benefit. — In 
this respect, and in this most eminently, is that other saying 
of the same sublime teacher, true ; the LORD of hosts shall 
be for a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, to the 
tesidue of his people J. Shall wc tear from our temples, 
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or reject with disdain, this unfading and heavenly orna* 
ment : in order to substitute a mean and tawdry chapaJict 
of our own ? 

Let me add a pertinent passage from one of ouf celebra- 
ted dramatic writers. Which, if proper in his sense, will 
be incomparably more so, according to our manner of ap- 
plication. 

■ It were contemning^ 

With impious self-sulllcient arrog.^nce/ 

This bounty of our GOD, iioi to .iccept, 

. ^ With every mark, of honrtr, such a gift. 

I iTiigtit proceed to urge this expostulation of the t*oet, 
as I might easily have multiplied my (jimtatiuns from holy 
writ. But studious of brevity, I resign both, without tar- 
ther enlargement, to yout own meditation. Yet more stu- 
dious of my friend’s happiness, I cannot conclude without 
wishing him an interest, a clear and established interest, in 
this everlasting righteousness ot CHRIST. For so, and so 
only, can he have everlasting consolation and good hope 
through grace.— I am, my deaf Theron, 

Inviolably yours, 

ASPASId. 

P. S. Opposite Co (he room in which I write, iS a most 
agreeable prospect of gardens andthc fields. These, covered 
with herbage, and loaded with corn ; those adorned with 
flowers, and abounding with esculents. All appearin|f 
with so florid and so beautiful an aspect, that they rcalljr 
seem, in conformity to the Psalmist’s dcscriptidn, even to 
laugh and sing. — Let me just observe, that all these fine 
scenes, all these rich {)roductions sprung — from what ? 
From the dissolution of the respective seeds. The seeds 
planted by the gardener, and the grain sowed by the hus- 
bandman, first perished in the ground, and then the copious 
increase arose. 

Much after the same manner, a tfue fmth in CHRIST 
and his righteousness arises — from what ? From the ruins 
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oF self-sufficiency, and the death of personal excellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Theron, still to keep an eye 
on the depravity of his nature, and the miscarr’ages of his 
life. The more clearly we see, the more deeply we led; 
our guilt and our misery, the more highly we value t’ae 
obedience of onr blessed SURE i'Y. - hi sucli a heart, faith 
will flouri.sh as a rose, and lift up its head li'.e a cedar irt 
Lebanon. To such a soul, the great REDEEMER’S r gh- 
teousness will be welcome, as waters to the thirsty soil, or 
as rivers in the sandy desart. 



X 
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dear TIII'.RON, 

Gn 'E me leave to relate an uncommon acci- 
dent j wliich happened a little while a"o, in the neighbour- 
hood ; and of which I rnyselt was a spectator. — The day 
was the Sabbath the place appropriated^to divine worship, 
was the scene of this remarkable alFair; and the instant of 
its taking place, was the beginning of the sermon. When 
the ambassador of CHRIST risen with a venerable aspect, 
and adurcssing' his audience with becoming gravity, drew 
attention “ still as night, or summer’s noon-tide air.” 

At this interval of deep composure, a boy came running 
into the church, breathless and trembling. He told, but 
in a low voice, those who ■ toofl near, that a press-gang*' 
was advancing, to besiege th.e doors, and arrest the Sailors. 
— An alarm was immediately taken. The seamen, with 
much hurry, and no small anxiety, began to shift for them- 
selves. liie rett ot the congregation, perceiving an unu- 
sual stir, were struck w ith surprize. — A whisper of enquiry 
ran from seat to seal ; which increased, by degrees, into a 
confused niurmer, and a strange commotion. No one could 
inform his neighbour, d'hcretore, every one was left to 


* The reaclf r, U in hoped, wfll excuse whatever appear low, or favor of the Ple- 
jn atvy of these circumstances. lUit as this w^s a real in.itter of fact, which lately 
happened in one «1 oiir sea-port towns « tiHth, e^en in a nlatn dre*, , may possibly l:>c n6 
acceptable than fiction, lurkvt* up w uh the most spletnJid einl*cliishmcjus. 
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solve the appearance, trom me suggesticnis ot a tmorovs 
imagination. Some suspected, the town was on fire. S«)me 
were apprehensive of an invasion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and lools.ed round, to see if the walls 
were not giving wa\ , and the root falling upon their heads. 
— Id a few moments, the consternation became general. 
The men stood like statutes, in sdcni amazement, and una- 
vailing perplexity. The women sliricketi aloudj fell into 
fits ; sunk to the ground io a swoon. Nothing was seen, 
but xvild disorder s nothing heard, but lunudfifous clamour. 
s— Drowned was the preacher’s voice. Had bespoke in 
thunder, bis message wcuild scarce have been regarded. I'o 
have gone on with liis work, amidst such a ferment of stun- 
ning sounds and astoiii'hcd minds, had been like arguing 
•with a whirlwind, or talking to a tcmjjcst. 

This brought to mv mind that great tremendous day, 
the heavens siiall pass away ; when tlie earth shall be dis- 
solved} and all its inhabitants receive their final dnom.^ — 
If, at such incidents of very interior dread, (.>ur hearts are 
ready to fail ; what unknown and incom civable astonish 
■ment mu.st seize the guilty conscienc e, when the hand of 
the ALMKiin \ shall open those uigiaralleled scenes of 
wonder, desolaiion, and horror ! — When the trumpet shall 
.sound — The dead arise — 'i he world be in Haines — The 
JL'DGE. on the throne — and all mankind at the bar ! 

U/te trumpet shail .vr. says the proj hetic teacher. 
And how alarming, Imw stupendous the summons! Nothing 
equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard tiirough all tlic 
‘ regions of the universe, or all tlie revolutions oF lime, — 

• When conflicting armies have discliarged the bellowing ar- 
tillery ot war, or when victoi ions armies have shouted tor 
joy of the concjikst, (he seas and siiores have rung, the 
ii'ibuntains and plains hiave echoed. But tile voice ot the 
Archangel, and the tramj) of (.>OD, will resound from pole 
to pole. It will shake the pillars of earth, and start lo the 
dungeon of hell. — Stronger, stranger still ! It wiil penetrate 
^ven Ae deepesi recesses of the tomb, it wiil pour its 
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amazing thunder into all those abodes ol silence. The dead, 
the very dead, shall hear. 

When the trumpet has sounded, the dead shall arise — In 
a mo*ment, in the twinkling of an eye, the graves open ; 
the monumental piles are cleft asunder ; the families, the 
nations under ground, start into day. What an immense 
harvest of men and women, springing up from the caverns 
ot the earth, arid the depths of the sea ! Stand a while mjr 
soul, and contemplate the wonderful spectacle. — Adam 
formed in paradise, and the babe born but yesterday, the 
earliest ages, and latest generations, meet upon the same 
level. Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, people 
of all climes and languages, unite in the promiscuous 
throng. Here, those vast armies, which, like swarms of 
locusts, covered countries j which, with an irresistable 
sweep, ovci-run empires ; here the) all appear, and herej 
they are all lost, ^..ost, like the small drop of a bucket, 
when j)lunged amidst the unfathomable and boundless oce- 
an. — O! the muililudes ! the multitudes*! which these 
eyes shall survey, when GOD calleth the lieai'Ctis Jrom 
above, and the earth that he may judge his people. What 
shame must Hush the guilty cheek ! What anguish wound 
the polluted breast ! To have all their filthy practices, and 
infamous tempers, exposed before this innumerable croud 
of witnesses! — Fly, my Tiicron; and fly my soul; instant- 
ly let us fly, carne.stly let us fiy, to the purifying blood of 
JESUS. That all our sins r.io) be blotted out ; that we 
may be found unblameabie and unrejjrovable, in the pre- 
sence of the ai^embled world ! and, what is infinitely 
more to be revealed, in the sight of the most omnipotent 
<iOD. 

When the swarm issues, the hive shall burn,: There is 
no more need of this habitable globe. The elect have 
fought a good fight, and finished their course. The vvicked 
have been tried, and toimd incorrigible. 1 he important 
drama is ended. Every actor lias performed his part. Now 


^ If, as it is commonly supposed, the canli Cvintains at one period of time, rio less than 
fjDi hn.tdicd millions of ..ouls ; wb.J a con^rc^liOQ musi all those make, which hive 
i^ccccucd each otiitu' >01 ‘.houimtd years ! 
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therefore the scenes are taken down ; and the stage is de- 
molished, IVlio be to the earthy apd to the u-nrh thereof ! 
Its streams are turned into pitch, its dust into brimstone ; 
and the breath of the ALMIGHl Y, like a torrent of fire, 
enkindles the whole. See ! see ! how the conflagration ra- 
ges — spreads — prevails over all. J he forests are in a blaze^ 
and the mountains are wrapt in flanre. Cities, kingdoms, 
continents, sink in the burning deluge. London, Europe, 
Britain are no more. Through all the receptacles of water, 
through all the tracts of land, through the whole" extent ot 
air, nothing is discernablc, but one vast, prodigious, fiery 
ruin. Where now are the treasures ot the covetous ? 
Where the possessions of the mighty r Wliere the delights 
of the voluptuary? — How wi.se, iiovv hap])V are they, who.se 
portion is lodged in heavenly mansions ! I'lieir inheritance 
is incorruptible. Such as the last fire cannot roach, nor the 
dissolution of nature impair. 

W'^e look upwards. The azure vault cleaves. 'Fhat 
stately expanse is rolled back like a scroll ; the regions of 
bliss are seen ; and tlic JUDGE appears ! Jleamcth, cries 
a mighty seraph, the herald * of his apjrroach, he comelh to 
jiidi^e the xoorld in riphUvusness, and minister true judgement 
unto the people ! — lie cometh, not as formerly, in tlie habit 
ot a servant, but clad vr ith unc reated glory, and arrayed in 
light inaccessible. He cometh, not meanly tollowcd by 
twelve weak disciples, but magnificcnily attended with the 
armies of heaven. Angi Is mid Archangels form his reti- 
nue : principalities mid jiower.-; wait at his feet : the cheru- 
bim mid seraphim are ii|!oii tlic wing to c.xeciUe Ills com- 
mands. Behold him, ye faithful ftillowcrs ot the L.\MB; 
and wonder and love. This is HE, wlio bore all pour ini- 
<juitics on the ignominious cross, ibis is HE, who fulfil- 
led all righteousness for the justification of pour persons. — 
Behold him, yc despisers ot liis grace ; and wonder and 
perish. This is HE, whose merciful overtures you have 
contemned, and on whose precious blood you have tram- 
pled. 


• t 'HiesS. iv. 
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The great nhite throne *, beyond description agust and 
formidable, is erected. The KING ot heaven, the LORD 
of glory, takes his seat on the dreadful tribunal. . Mercy^ 
on his right-hand, displays the olive-branch of peace, and 
holds forth the crown of righteousness. Justice, on his left, 
poises the impartial scale, and unsheaths the sword of ven- 
geance. While wisdom and holiness, brighter than ten thou- 
sand suns, beam in his divine aspect. — What are all the pre- 
ceding events, to this new scene of dignity and aWe ? Tha 
peals of thunder, sounding in the archangel’s trumpet ; the 
blaze of a burning world, and the strong convulsions of ex- 
piring nature ; the Linnuinbred myriads of the dead, starting 
into instantaneous life, and thronging the astonished skies, 
all these seem familiar incidents, compared with the appear- 
ance of tlie incarnate JEHOVAH. — Amazement, more 
than amazement, is all around. 'I'error and glory unite in 
their extremes. Er/>m the sight of his majestic eye, from 
the insupportable splendors ofliis face, the earth itself and 
the very heavens //ce mvay f . — How then ? Oil ! how shall 
the ungodly stand ? Stand in his angry presence, and draw 
near to this consuming fire? 

Yet draw near they must, and take their tryal — theii 
decisive tryal at his righteous bar. Every action comes un- 
der examination. For each idle vvord they must give ac- 
count. Not so much as a secret thought escapes this exact 
scrutiny. — How shall the criminals, the impenitent crimi- 
nals, either conceal their guilt, or elude the sentence? They 
have to do with a sagacity, too keen to be deceived; with 
a power, too strong to be resisted ; and (O ! terrible, terrible 
consideration!) with a severity of most just displeasure, that 
will never relent, never be intreated more. — What gastly 
despair lours on their pale looks ! What racking agonies 
rend their distracted hearts? the bloody axe and torturing 
wheel, are ease, aredownc, compared with their prodigious 
woe. And (O holy GOD I wonderful in thy doings ! fear- 
ful in thy judgments !) even this prodigious woe is the gen- 
tlest of visitations, compared with that indignation amt 
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which are hanging over their guilty heads — which 
piten now fallwg on all the sons of rebellion — whicii 
iiwiH plunge theai deep in aggravated misery and endless de- 
traction. 

' And is there a last day ? and must there come, 

A sure, a fix^d, irrevocable doom ? 

Surely then, to use the words of a pious prelate *, it 
should be “ the main care of our lives and devUhs, what 
“ shall give us peace and acceptation with GOD. What 
but righteousness ? What righteousness or whose ? Ours, 
“ in the inherent graces wrought in us, in tlie holy works 
** wrought by us ? Or CHRlST’s, in his most perfect obe- 
“ dience, and meritorious satifaction, wrought for us, and 
“ applied to us? The Popish faction is the former. Wc 
“ Protestants are for the latter. GOD is as direct on our 
“ side* as bis word can make him ; every wiiero blazoning 
“ the defects of our own righteousness, every where extol- 
“ ling the perfect obedience of (nir REDEEMER'S.” 

Behold ! says the everlasting KING, 1 lay in Sion, for a 
foundation, a stone ; a tried stone ; a precious corner-stone j 
a sure foundation : He that believetli, shall not make haste f. 
As this text contains so noble a display of our SAV'^lOUR’s 
consummate ability for his great work ; as it is admirably 
calculated, to preserve the mind from distressing fears, and 
to settle it in a steady tiaaquilily ; you will give me leave 
to touch it cursorily with my pen. just as I sliould descant 
upon it in conversation, was I now sitting in one of youf 
agreeable arbors, and enjoing your agreeable company. 

How beautiful the gradation Ihow lively the description 1 
and how very important the practical improvement ! Or I 
rnight say, the inscription which is engraven on this wonder- 
ful stone. — Behold ! intended to muse and fix our most 
attentive yegard. The GOD of heaven speaks. He speaks 
and every syllable is balm ; every sentence is rich with 
consolation. If ever therefore we have ears to hear, let it 
be to this SPEAKER, and on this occasion. 
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A stone. Every ^ing eke- is sUding 
Air ! ■ IS a" brea'king %'Cibble.' Wealth; ’ ; 

dow } honor, ah enfipty bref^tth' ; pleasure a ^|h|oryJ^ 
our owh righieousness a spider’s web.\ "If oh these ^ejy^ i 
disappoitmen^ milsf ensue, and shame be inevitable., Sfo- 
thirig btit CHRIST, nothing but CHRIST, can stably sup-;, 
port our spiritual interest, and realize ourexpectation of true 
happiness. And blessed be the divine goodness ? He is for 
this, purpose, not a stone only, but 

A tried stone. Tried in the days of hishumanity,. by al^'!' 
the vehemence of temptations, and all the weight of aiRic- ' 
tiori : yeti Hhe gold from' the furnace,' -rendered more shi- 
ning and illustrious by the fiery scrutiny.' — Tried, under the 
capacity of a SAVIOUR', by millions and millions of de-' 
praved, wretched, ruined creatures who have always found . 
him perfectly able, and as perfectly willing, to expiate thd 
enormous guilt — to deliver from the most inveterate corrup- 
tions — and save, to the very Uttermost, all that cortie unto 
GOD through him. 

A corner stone. Which not only sustains, but u^nites thd, 
edifice : incorporating both Jews and Gentiles, believers of 
various languages, and manifold denominations — here, in 
one harmonious bond of brotherly love — hereafter in one 
common participation ot eternal joy. 

A precious stone. More precious than rubies; the pearl 
of great price ! and the desire of all nations. Precious with 
regard to the divine dignity of his person, and the unequaled 
Excellency of I'is mcdiatorial|offices. In these, tind in all' 
respects greater than Jonah — wisser than Soiomon — fai»er 
than the children of men — chiefest among ten thousand- — ;md 
to the aw-akened sinner or enlightened belieyer, altogether 
lovely'*'. 

: A sure foundation. Such as no pressure cAri shakd: etjual 
^oye than equal, to every Weight ; evEn to sin, |he heaviest 
. load In the world . — The rock of ages s such as . htivef, ho$ 
failedi never will fail, those humble penitEnbi yyho 
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LORD-'REDEEMER_ ; who rol! 
|w 'IHieir gi4if»';f.'aAd;5:Sx' aM'’theii;;vhopfes, ' on this inrmoveablff 
^ Or as ,^1,'^rds'teiiy.be ycndfertid J foundation * ! 

/Iflierie isafin^ spirit of vehemency in the sen- 
’^%nce, thus und&t^topd. It speaks the language of exu’ . 
cfiop, and expre.s^s an important discovery. 'Phat w>, . h 
mankind infinitely want ; that which multitudes seek, ,'pe, 
,arfe not' able to find ; it is here ! it is here' ! This, tiiis is the 
foundation for their pardon, their peace, theis^etcm i' 

;i; city. ' 

fF/iosoever Ml evei^^ though pressed with adversit’'’ or 
surrounded with dangers, s/iad not maJiC haste. l?ut free 
from tumultuous and perplexing thoughts, preserved from 
rash and precipitate st^, he shall possess his soul in pati- 
:,ence. Knowing the sufficiency of those inerit.s, and the 
fidelity of that grace, on whi^ch he has reposed his confi- 
dence, shall quietly and without perturbation wait for an 
expected end.* — And not only amidst the penhus or tlisas- 
trous changes of life, but even in the day of everlasting 
judgeipent, such persons shall stand with boldness. 'I'hey 
shall look up, to the grand ARGITRA'rOR— -look round 
on all the solemnity of his appearance — look forward, to 
the unalterable sentence — and neither feel anxiety, nor fear 
damnation. 


Such, in that day of terrors, shall be seen 
ITo face the thunders with a godlike iiiien. 

The Plan sis drop ; llicir^houghts are iix’d jhove i 
The centre sliakes ; their heaits disdain to iiicrve. 


«; Tbis portion of scripture, whica, I hope, will both de- 
light and edify, my friend, recals our attention to the subject 
of nay present letter— to those propitiatory suffering.s, and 
aha,t ju^tiiyin^ if^eousness, which, imputed to sinners, arc 
the their cornfoft, and the bulwark of their se-i 

have heard^ Moses and the prophefs. What 
^ay thci^tfers of the Nevy Testament ? They, whose up- 
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dersfancJinjsjs were opened hy the . **'''^WG^i^0U'RFVl^‘~ 
COUNSELLOR,” to discern the' 
oracles. Who must tbcreforfe be the most cbipjpetetit ^ag- 
es of their true import, and our surest guides in 
■ ose. — Do they patronize our interpretation of thei'pfo- 
] '! i.( ? Do they set their seal to the authenticity of dbr doife- ^ 

t‘-r.L ? _ '■ 

Si. Luke, in his ecclesiastical history, has preserved thiai!: 
Vvt;ii;;i > decl|Trati(>n of the Apostles ; ‘We believe thdt, throa t 
//,. ^ Y of ou: LORD JESUS CHRIST, we shall be; ' 
a: '' i. > xn oi f/teu *■ Here the thing is implied. — ^St. Pe- 
/rr, in ihe introduction to one of his theological epistles^ 
thus addressed his happy correspondents : To them that 
have obtained like precious faith, in the righteousness f of our ’ 
GOD and SAVIOUR J ESUS CHRIST. Here the point 
is expressly asserted.— W'ith equal clearness is the doctrine ’ 
delivered by Matihemthe Evangelist; Seek ye first the king- 
doin of GOD and his righteousness'^. What can the kmg- 
dom of GOD mean ? An exj>erience of the power, and an 
enjoyment of the privileges of the gospel. -What are we 
to understand by his righteousness ? Surely, the righteous* 
ness which is worthy of this grand appellation, and peculi* 
ar to that blessed institution. 

Would w^e learn, what is the great and distinguishing pe- 
culiarity of the gospel ? St. Paul informs us ; Therein the 
righteousness of GOD is revealed, fro7n faith, to faith. As 
this text leads ns into the epistle to the Romans — as this 
epistle is, both ^or the propriety of its method, and for the 
importance of its doctrine, singularly excellent-— it may not 
be amiss, to examine its structure, and enquire into its de- 
sign. 

The Apostle writes to a promiscuous people : who had 
been converted, partly from Judaism, partly from Gentdism. 
His aim is, to strike at the very root of their lormer errors 
respectivdy— to turn them wholly to the superabundant 
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tW DEITY i “,!f^ 

iltfj; ito^;#« ;,Wtortoa9 rf that the DHTY 

, could ll Ihey committed sin i _sin, y PP 

' Wnititffii^y'bc acpiated by sacrifices*. A few of their ju- 
idiemui ^gw the most probable means of ob- 

rtaininibstdon, was a sincere reformation ot life. 

^ The ikoSy assit is well known, placed a mighty P_ 

/ an^e on iheir affirmity to Abraham, and the covenant rnadc 
with their fathers; on their adherence . 

tnofal Jaw. and their scrupulous 

and Jnvs agree ftg 

that they looked for the pardon of guilt, and the attainme t 
^ happiness, 'from some services done, or some qualities 

zealous Apostle draws his pen. 
;HeS Sstm^aVruechaotpioS of CmiST^ 

'' most spirited and heroic manper imaginable. / 

asbaJd of the gospel of CHRIST : for. however it may be 
. deemed foolishness by the polite Greeks., 
block to the carnal Jews, U is the power f 
VQtion: it is the grand instrument, which he has ordained 
for this blessed purpose, and which he w^ll 
with the desired success.— Whence has the gospel this vey 

peculiar power ? Ifccause, therein a 

■ Lt demanded of impotent sinners, but revealed and ^ade 
ready for iheir free acceptance. A true and perfect ng 
?: teouLess, which obliterates all guilt, and ® 

" ^ litle to eternal'life.— What righteousness is this ? The «gh- 
ieoUsh^^, PQt of sincerity, but of Pf ^ 

but 'of jGOD. Which was promised by GOP in 
tur^ } Vts Tptroduced by GOP in thp. person of h«^N^ 


♦ IVftiu ^iiiii34veMlon» Ircitic*, Cf^ vij 
-'''-r' i Rfftti**- if 
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we-%'., 


•fel 


> This righteousness JS/rom,7a»/j lo ja^rt , 

it were, by a promising GOD, and apprehciiHWyy^i 
lievine soul. Who, first, gives a firm awdrf to the ,:;ii 

then, ?ordially acce/jff its blessings. From a cohyictiop* ^ : 
the doctrine is true, passesto a persuasion that the 
are his own.— When thisw effected, a foundation is « 
for all happiness i a principle is wrought, to produce 

But why wds it requisite, that such a righteousness should : 
be provided by GOD, and revealed m the gospel ?-Be- 
cLse not QentiU, nor ieai, either possessed, or could at- 
tain, any righteousness of their own and this righteous, 
ness, thLgh so absolutely necessary for their fallen st^t^ 
was infinitely remote from all human apprehensions. The 
latter asscrtiL is sef evident. The former is particulariy^ 
demonstrated.— First, with regard to the Gentiles. Di? 
cenerality of whom, were abandoned to the most sc^da- 
Ls excels of vice ; and they whq had escaped the gros- 
ser pollutions, fell short in the duties of natural religion - , 
Next with regard to the Jews. Many of vfhotn lived m. 
open Violation of the external commandment! and not one 
o? them acted up to the internal purity, required by the 
. Mosaic prccepts.i^From which premises, this conclusioa 
k deduced i that each of them had transgressed even their “ 
cten rule of action; that all of them were,, on this account, 
utterly inexcusable j therefore Ay the works of the lazo, wh<^ 

' ther dictated by reason, or delivered by Moses, no mortal is 

iastifiedk in the sight of GOD. . , 

^ Lest any should imagine, that righteousness may be 9^ 
tained, if not by a conformity to the law ^of nature, or the 
kw of Moses, yet by an evangelical 
. declares; that sinners are justified 
f?|aVd to their own endowments, 

'■ pSfgi the redemption, the cpmplete rederqpti(|n of JESp&: 
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^,i<|(p||jD5¥ ” Afte,f,7s«i|(:. :a ininmr^ ■ .as; may lay tljjpm - low -, 

,it exall^,;t|!^jm to -the liln^ftiom'oC- 
Mpfco7V ?^ii!«ay7bring life and 

^K‘,to'thoir so&lsj,; while , IfWirij^ them 'of all pretence to’ 
notifying ; and.vcoittsigns the whole honor to GOD the 

lIlATHlpl, 

r ' Upon the Whole i three positions, of the last 

iaapOVtance — SaWatlon is by ri,^teousness— Righteousness 
•trRightf^usn^s is by faith — Only by faith, whether to the 
JetWi ,or;to the Gentile. All these particulars are confirm- 
ed by thiat single sentence, quoted from the Prophet; the 
jost, the truly righteous ; shatl live, shall inherit everlasting 
lite; not by his own works, but byjaith in the obedience 
of a SAVIOUR. 

;in the prosecution of this very momentous subject, our 
sacred disputant removes an objection, which is as common 
as it is plausible. Do we make the laxv void through faith ? 
Do we render it a vain institution ; such as never has been 
never will be fulfilled } — GOD forbid ! This were a flagrant 
dishonor to the divine LEGISLATOR and his holy com- 
mandments. What we would utterly abhor, rather than 
i.ie^ntonancc in any degree. On the contrary, we establish 
the law'\ ; not only as ,we receive it for a rule of life, but 
as we except no salvation without a proper, without a per- 
fect conformity to its injunctions. — How can this be effect- 
'cd ?; ®y. qualifying its sense, and softening it into an easier 
system ? This were to vacate the law ; to deprive it of its 
tionor, and its end. Its honor s which is the most refined 
^Spirituality, and sublime perfection ; its end ; which is to 
ifohvince of sin, and make way for a SAVIOUR, We 
'ii^blish the law , by an incomparably better expedient ; by 
|«|||eyjiig in that great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its 
precept ; su^ained its whole penalty ; and satisfied 
rdiguifomerits; in their utmost latitude. 

, tb= pc^oborate his scheme, fie proves it from the ■ ' 

it«q|0Wited7ex^^ of Abraham and Dayid. The instance 

^ Rom. lii, jt. An proof, that thf Apo^tlo^trcata of the moral law. 



• ■^Si^ASlO to; 

•ofAbrahitm is so clear,, .th^t It 
paraphraSfe 'would .rather ’'O.bscure, 

other, derived from' tti© testimony of. the ; ftijr ii|-^ ' 

mit the commentator’s tool. Yet not to^ha^Ui^ef it ' 
netw form, biit only to clear away the rubbish j to Jf' 
from misrepresentation ; and place it in a true light EVfen 
as David describeth the blessedness of the man, to ffrlWiilhl? 
GOD imptitcth righteousness without works, saying y' 
“ Blessed ace they, whose unrighteousness is forgiven, arfd'‘ 
“ whose sins are covered: blessed is theriian, to whomthft.'^ 
“ LORD will not impute sin*.” Here is ?wpard/i6» asser- 
ted — The imputation of righteousness — Of righteousness 
without works ; without any respect to, or anj co-operati6tt • 
from, any kind of human works. It is a blessing vouch* 
safcd to the ungodly ; not founded on a freedom mWn sirii<^ 
but procuring a remission of its guilt. . ; 

Some I know, have-atterapted to resolve all the force of.^ 
of this passage, into an argument for the sameness of par*,-’' 
don and justifying righteousness. Whereas the Apostle un* ’ 
dertakes to ])rove, not that pardon and justifying righteous 
ness are identically the same ; but that justification, in its 
branches, and in its full extent, is absolutely free. To main- 
tain W'hich position, he argues — “ This doctrine is as true, 
“ as it is comfortable, it agrees with the experience, and 
‘‘ has received the attestation of David. When he speaks 
“ of the blessed and hapjry man, he describes him, not a^ 
** one that has been innocent, but guilty: not as having 
“ any claim to the divine favour, on account of deserving 
“ performances, or recommending proj)erties j but as owing 
" all his acceptance to that sovereign grace, which forgive* ’ 
“ iniquities, and blots out sin. Such is the case with regard 
“ to that evangelical justification, which we preach. Even 
as i it is, in the manner of its voiichsafement, perfectly - 
“ similar to the blessedness celebrated by the Psalmist^t' 
The Apostle’s eye, is not so directly upon the nature of tlk! 
privilege, as upon the Jreettess with which it is j. granted. 
Nor can any infer from the teuour of his reasonihgi , that ta 


Rom* iv. 6, y. 





l^^iveoj i8/^^i^rij’^^'%'tS'il^*nja3^ i'ighteous ;: only that ■ 
inS'mtf ''designed fot- sinners ; 

Ijj^^vt>'’ed*;!<^h-s>nn'ers. Who have'- 
ij|ittg,.ridtw|gl;dit1:he1r^^^ to boast, or to pteadi 

|p||d;^uch ' ' ' ' •■ , ■ , , 

., ' the twelfth to the end,’ the. 

the cawfc, and explains xht method 
this is the sum. — ^'fhat C///f/'$'/’, 
pt'plir&aoite of the covenant of grace, fulfilled all righteous*' 
*|k^ id the 8tead of his people. — That this righteousness, 
,^|0g ' performed for them, is imputed to them — ^I'hat, by 
viihie of this gracious imputation, they are abssolved from 

f uilt, and entitled tO bliss ; as thoroughly absolved, and as 
illy dititled, as if in their own persons they had undergone 
the ^xp'i^tory sufferings, and yielded the meriti/rious obedi- 
ettcc.—Lest it should seem strange, in the opinion of a Jew 
; or a G^itile, to hear of being justified by the righteousness 
\6S' another, the wary Apostle urges a parallel casej record-* 
ed in the Jmisk revelation, but ratified by universal* ex- 
} namely, our being condemned for the unrighte* 

" (HUQfiss of another. — In this respect, he observes, Adam was 
a type of our LORD ; or, a 'figure of HIM that teas to 
como^. The relations the same, btii the effects happily re-* 
ver^. Adam the head of his posterity; CHRIST the 
head<*f^is people. Adam’s was imputed fo all his natu- 
ral decendants ; CHRIST s righteousness is imputed to all 
his spritu^l offspring. Adam’s transgres.sion brought death 
■into the ^rld, and all our w^oe j CMRISTs obedience 
[^i^ings life, and all our happiness. — ^The whole closes with 
^hji{8' very obvious and no less weighty inference ; therefore, 
ihetfiffefice of one, judgment came u/um, all men to cem- 
etven so, by the rig/Ueonsness of one, the free gift 
men unto jMtffica^^^ 

.’' ii: L>^.|pipf;ifc<!pllect any other similitude, which the Appstk 
sti uunufely Vifts, and so copiously unfolds. Hc,ey“‘“’““ 


♦ By4^ piics attd (Jeati?ii^l34ch Wwits^ in every netion, endure. Wbith ire 
«n4bi V ptttiist'tfaeut% Sf»d to Which they are doomed by ■ 
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the rightcout judgcmcot of GQPv 
II Rrm. v» iSk 








k j he applies'it'v ..he resumes, ijt ; Snd;,. 

scarcely kiiows how ,to 'desist from itr*,"j|;;ai%fs|^^j;yoa'^ 
not blame- '"me, if. I imitate the, saeredvIutfiOTf'^fvi'^^ 
the subject;, and. quote another passage* frdiiS ihe'Saifr^p|t4^^^^ 
graph. •* Much more shall they* wh,p receive abundant. ' 
of grace and of the gift of righteousne^, in life by one, 

« SUS CHRIST**’ 

I was once inclined to think, that the inspired Writer" sp^ ■ 
cifieSj in this place ' what I apprehended to be the two- 
grand blessings, procured by IMMiA.NUEtf) remission 
sinSi and imputation of righleoiisness. But this notion, 
though not without its patrons* now appears incorrect and 
groundlessi The imputation of CHRIST’S righteousness 
isj not a part, but the cause — the whole entire cause of our 
pardon, our peace, our complete justification. And this 
righteousness, the y\postle declares, is of grace, It made 
ours, not on account^ any deeds or duties, which we per-* 
form ; but from the abundance of grace i which GOD dis^ 
penscs. — It is called a gift, Every gift implies sometldngj 
not originally our own, but another’s. This gitt must sigrii- 
fy, not what wc ourselves have acquired, but what Was fub 
filled by our SURETY j and is by an act of heavenly in- 
dulgence, consigned over to our enjoyment. Accordingly, 
they who are interested in this blessing, are styled, not 
Koorkersi but receivers ; not purchasers, but Ae/rr, of the 
Righteousness which is by frith, ^ 

See the distinguished pre-eminence arid richness of the 
gospel! Philosophy proposed many refined precepts of righ- 
teousness, but could not bestow a righteousness upon any 
person. The laio of GOD itself, though the perfect rule 
of all righteousness, is weak through the flesh, and cannot 
make the comers thereunto righteous, Whereas, by the 
gosfxli we are not only taught the true justifying righteous* 
ness, but it h given, to us, and put upon us.-^-Nay ; we 
Ifive it in abandatice ; in its most consummate form, and 


♦ Horn, V. 17. 
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]®jg}i perfeciwn:/^^^ neither man shall be able to wish* 
iiijpf can GOI>^ini^if requircj a greater or a better.— This 
i’p-'ia wonderful faying, but it will appear true, if we consider 
;istiother clause from this incomparable chapter. Suffer me, 
/ therefore, to bring forth another jewel, from this rich trea- 
~ SUry of the gospel. And the rather, as the jewel, which I 
am going to produce, was the first that beamed light and 
lustre upon my own mind. Was the first happy occasion 
of guiding ray feet into the way of truth. As bt/ the diso- 
bedience oj one man, many xvere made sinners, so by the obe- 
dience of one, shall many be made righteous *. The disobe- 
dience' of one, is the disobedience oi Adam ; his actual trans- 
gression of the divine law. Hereby numy were made sin- 
ners, even before they had done any evii work. Sinners, 
In such a sense, as to become obnoxious unto condemna- 
'tion, and justly liable to death. — All this, I think, is from 
the Apostle’s own words, indisputable. If w'e would pre- 
'serve the propriety of his anthisis, or the force of his rea- 
soning, we must allow ; that the obedience of one, is the 
obedience of CHRIST j his actual and complete parlorm- 
ances of the whole Jaw. Hereby, 7nany arc ?nade righte- 
ous, even before they have done any good work. Righte^ 
ous, in such a sense, as to be secure from all condemnation ; 
andi on principles of justice, entitled to life eternal. — How 
clear and easy is this meaning ! How regular and exact this 
argumentation ! What subtility of evasion must be used, be- 
fore you can give a dilferent turn to the instructive text. 

This is the most consistent sense, in which I can under- 
stand Ham. viii. 5 . That the righteousness of (he lazo might 
be ful filed in us, uho tvalk not after the Jlesh, but after the 
SPIRIT. That the righteousness, required by the holy 
but broken law, might be thoroughly accomplished. Ac- 
complished in our naiure, and by our RErRI^ENTA- 
TIVE. So as to be deemed, in point of legal estimation, 
fulfilled^f; us and f>y us f* This 1 say, is most consistent 
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with the teiiour of St. Pa?<rj,^arguirig,: an4 the import 
rf his language.— JFifVA the lemur of for, h^ 

undertakes to demostrate the impomiiility m 
tion, by any personal conformity to the law. Whereas, if 
we could satisfy its penalty, and obey its precepts ; pf, ill 
other words, tulfil its righteousness ; this impossibility wpul4 
cease. — With the import of his language : for, the origipal 
phrase denotes, not a sincere, but a complete obedience } 
not what we are enabled to perform, but what the law ha? 
a right to demand. Which, every one must acknowledge* 
is not fulfilled in any mere man, since the fall ; but wa$ 
fulfilled by JESUS CHRIST, for our good, and in our 
stead. This interpretation preserves the sentence distinct, 
and makes a very natural introduction for the following 
clause : w'here the persons interested in this privilege, are 
described by their fruits, tcho walk not after the Jlesh, but 
after the SPIRIT. Implying, that justification and sancti- 
fication are, like the ever-corresponding motion of our eyes, 
inseperable concomitants ; and we vainly pretend to ttie 
former, if we continue destitute of the latter. 

Wc have produced proofs of our doctrine.— Wc have, 
heard an Apostle declaring the assured happine.ss, and com- 
plete Justification of true bdiei'crs. — Let us now observe the 
same sagacious judge of men and things, discovering the 
danger of those’ self-justiciaries, who reject the REDEEM- 
ER’S righteousness. 

He is filled with the darkest apprehensions, conceniing 
his brcthcren the Jecos, He is impressed with melancholy 
presages, relating to their eternal state*. — What was tlie 
cause of this tender solicitude ? Had they cast all off religion 
and given themselves over to gross immoralities ? On the 
contrary, they were worshippers of the true GOD; and 
had, in their way, not only a regard, but a zeal for bis ho- 
nor f, — Wherefore then docs this compassionate Father in 
Jsrael feel the same trembling uneasiness for his klirsmeTi 
according to the flesh, as Eli felt for the endangered ark ? 
Himself assigns the reason. Because, thei/ being ignorant 
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pf OOD's righicouP^ss, md going about to establish their 
-'pjon righteousness^ have not submitted themselves to the rights 
'gpusness of Not knowing that iramaculatc holj- 

' jit'ss, which the perfect nature, and equally perfect law of 
the l ost high GQP, require — being wilfully ignorant of 
that consumrtiate obedience which an incarnate GOD 
vouchsafed to perform, for the jusiificat.'on of them, who are 
without strength-i-they established, or father tiiey tvent «- 
bout; they sedulously but foolishly endeavoured, to establish 
their own righteousness-, to make it, scanty and decrepit as 
it was, the basis of all their hopes. — Thus were they resting 
their everlasting ali, on a bottom, not precarious only, but 
irreparably ruinous. A boundless eternity the fabrick ! yet 
they built wonder to heavens!) on the foam of the waters ! 
Sind (which added stubornness to their folly) in avowed 
contempt of the righteousness zohich is by faith that strong 
pnd sure foundation, laid by GOD’s own almighty hand in 
6'ion. — For this, the good apostle was afflicted, with “ great 
heaviness, and continual sorrow.” For this, he made the 
prophet’s pathetic' complaint his own ; ok ! that my head 
were waters, and my eyes a fountain of Icurs, that I might 
bewail, day and night f, the incorrigible perverseness of my 
people ! for my people hai'e committed two evils: in not 
thankfully submitting to the righteousness of GOD, they 
have forsaken the Jotnitai a of living xvaters*: in attempting 
to establish their own righteousness, they have hewed them- 
selves out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no xvater\. 

Having shewed thcir fatal error, lie strengthens hisrepre- 
isentation, by di.splaying the happy success of the Gentiles — 
what shall ive say then s’ this, however improbable it may 
^seem, we confi<lently allirm, that the Gentiles xoho follow not 
after righteousness } who had no knowledge of it, and no 
concern about it ; even they have attained to righteousness, 
—Strange assertion ! how is this possible! to be sure, the 
righteousness which they attained, could not result from g. 
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ny thing personal; could not donsist in md^ virtues or re- 
ligious duties. Instead of practising mprgliyjrtues, or per- 
forming religious duties, they lay immersed in sensuality, 
and were abandoned to idolatry. It must therefore be the,, 
evangelical, the imputed righteousness ; even that lohich was 
wrought by CHRIST, and is received by faith*. 

Israel, in the mean time, the nominal Israel, who, with 
great pretensions to sanctity, and many costly oblations, 
lowed after the late of righteousness, hath not attained to the 
law of righteousness. Attained ! they have done nothing 
less. They are fallen vastlv short of it ; they are pronounc- 
ed guilty by it ; they stand condemned before it. — ’Where- 
Ibre did they so grosly mistake, and so grievously miscarry; 
especially, as they were both sincere and assiduous in their 
pursuit. Because, they forsook the good old way, in which , 
Abraham, David, and their pious ancestors walked. They 
adopted a new scheme ; and must needs substitute their 
own, instead of relying on a SAVlOUR’srighteousness.-— 
77/cy for justification, not ly faith, but asittoereby 

the ivorks of the laio"^. A method, whiph their fathers 
knew not; which their GOD ordained not; and which 
proved, as it always will prove, not only abortive, but de- 
i>tructive.~-*At this stone they stumbled. On this rock they 
split. Let their ruin be a xcav-mark, and the Apostle’s ob- 
servation a light-house to my I'heron. 

Our zealous writers tries every expedient. He mingles 
hope with terror. Having pointed out the rock, on which 
the Israelites suffered shipwreck ; he directs us to the haven, 
in which sinners may cast anchor, and find safety. He 
gives us a fine discriptive view of the Christian’s complete, 
happiness. He opens (*if 1 may continue the metaphor) a 
free and ample port for perishing souls. Not formed by a 
neck of land, or a ridge of mountains, but by a magnificent 


^ Surely, the rightcousneis which Is by faith, cannot consist*® in humbly romnilttiinf 
the soul to CHRIST, ui the way that he hath appointed,*' According this notion, 
the justifying r*ghtcousiass would spiiqg from ouiselvcs ; would be soD^ftitated by an act 
pf ouyown, and hot by the perfect obedience of our LORp, 
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«^in of spiri|tqa| He|siil^, AH proceeding ft^in;aH ter- 
/^itiating in, pif^ed^ corner stone JJ^SuS CHRIST. 
■I of uUlo ifs msdorh’. md righteousness, and 

aw^ reifemptfoh*. Wisdom, to enlighten our 
■'ignorant minHs. ., Righteousness. , to justify our guilty per- 
sons. Sanctification, ^, tq repevv our depraved natures. 
^demplim^ to rescue us from all evil ; and render us, both 
in body and sopl, perfectly and eternally happy, — Let it be 
yemarked, hovv carefully our inspired writer sets aside all 
sufficiency, as well as all merit mm&w. He represents the 
whole of pur salvation, both in its procurement and applica- 
tion, as a work of freest grace. CHRIST is, and not we 
pufselves, the author of this glorious restoration, the cause 
pf this great felicity. He is made all this unto us — How ? 
Not by our own resolution and strength ; but of GOD, by 
the agency of his mighty power, and blessed SPIRIT. 
He shews us the all-sufficient fulness of CHRIST. He 
brings us with ardent longings to CHRIST. He implants 
US into CHRIST, and makes us partakers of ius merits. 

In the process of the same epistle, the sacred penman en- 
umerates the constituent parts of that great salvation which 
the SON of GOD has procured for ruined sinners. Rut ye 
fire washed, but ye are sanctified, but yc are justified in the 
name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of our 
GODX. Ye arc washed ; washed in redeeming’ blood, 
and cleansed from all the filthiness of your iniquities. :Ye 
Sire sanctified ; renewed in the propensity of your mind, and 
fitted for a life of universal holiness. Ye 'dte justified s wholr- 
ly delivered from wrath, and restored to a state ot complete 
acceptance with the KING of heaven. All these gifts and 
prerogatives are conferred upon the uworthy sinner, in thp 
name of our LORD JESUS CHRIS'I' j in consideration of 
his atoning death and meritorious righteousness. By the 
SPIRIT of our GOD j through the efficacy of his operation, 
revealing CHRIST, and working faith in the heart. 


♦ t Cor. i. 30* 
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Read Rora. X. ,4. Some gerttlemen haVe]Vta|ked of a 
new remedial lav?;. ^ Whereas, the apdsde s^j^S" of the pW* 
.the unalterable, thp Mosaic * law.—What 'il .Ijie,, eihti ' df 
this sacred inviolable rule ? Isfallen man, or tbe GOD' Man? 
If the former, then the law must be an abortive scheme, aiid 
never obtain its proper accomplishment. If the latter* 
then it receives all due obedience, and is satisfied to the * 
very uttermost. Therefore CHRIST is the end of the law. 
— And wlterefore ? For righteousness j not that the law- 
should be set aside, but that ajustifying righteousness raighjk 
be «'rought out. How is this to be done ? Not metely 
by suffering its penalty, but also by fulfilling its command. 
According to that saying, whoso doeth them shall live, shall 
be entitled to eternal life, by them. — Is this obedience to 
be performed by us, or by our SURETY ; By, our SU* 
RETY, ijo doubt. Since the apostle is arguing in profes- 
sed opposition to all deeds of our.own ; and tells us, that 
the justifying righteousness is to be bad, not by our obeying 
but by our believing ; it is to every one that believeth. 

Follow the course of a river; it will constantly lead yoii 
to the ocean. Trace the veins of the body ; they invariably 
unite in the heart. Alark likewise the tendency of the law, 
it no K*ss constantly and invariably conducts you to 
CHRIST, as the center of its views and the consummation 
of its demands. — ^The moral law aims at discovering our 
guilt, and demonstrating our inexpressible need of a SA- 
VIOUR. The ceremonial points him out, as suffering in 
our stead ; making reconciliation for iniquity ; and purging 
away every defilement with his blood. — They both direct 
the wTctchcd transgressor, to renounce himself, and fly to 
the REDEEMER. Who alone has paid that perfect oliedi- 
ence, arid brought in that everlasting righteousness, which 
the sinner w'ants. and the law exacts. Who is, therefore 
the only proper accomplishment of the one, and the only- 
suitable supply for the other. 

What is the grand design of the whole scriptures ? St. 
>^ault asserting ttieir divine origin, and displaying the graci- 
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purposes, are, intended to serve* wrijtes thus i 

iiAU Scripture is gheii by mpirdtion of GOJ);an^ js ptofita-^ 
hie— for docrijiey iG) declare and establish religious truth. 
V-r/br re/>rt>^, to convince of sid, arid to tefute' error— for 
' correction or renovation of the heart and reformation of 
the life— /or instrnctiqn in righteousness i in that righteous- 
ness, which could nevet have been learned from any other 
book, and in which alone sinful men may appear with com- 
fort before their GOD f. 

We have seen the principle scope of the law, and the 
leading design of the Scriptures : let us add onS enquiry 
more. What is the chief office of the SPIRIT? — It all 
these coincide, and uniformly terminate in the imputed righ- 
teousness of CHRIST} we have a confirmation of its reality 
end excellence, great as men can desire 3 I had almost said, 
great as GOD can impart. — What says our LORD upon 
this point ? When he, tha SPIRIT of truth is come, shall 
convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and oj judg- 
ment. Of sin, because they believe in me t of righteousness, 
because I go to m_y FATHER, and pc see m no more ; of 
judginent, because the prince of this world is judged . — 
Is it possible for words to be more iceighty and comprehen- 
sive / Here is a summary of Christian faith, and of Christian 
holiness. Not that superficial holiness, which is patched up 
of devotional forms, and goes no further than external perfor- 
mances : but that which is vital, and springs from the heart 
consists in power, not in mere profession j whose praise, if 
not of men, who are smitten with pompous outsides, is sure 
to be of GOD, who distinguishes the things which are ex* 
ccllent. 

He shall convince the icorld of sin; of original and actual 
sin. The sin of their nature, as well as the sin of their life; 
the sin of their best deeds, no less than of theit criminal 
commissions, and bhmeable omissions. Above all, of their 
sinning against the sovereign, the only remedy, by unbelief } 


* & Tim. iii. i6, 
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because they helieve not on one.' — He shall convince of ri"h~ 
teousness ; of the; exalted REDEEMER’S righteousness, 
which the foregoing conviction must render peculiarly wel- 
come. Convince them, that it was wrought but in behalt 
of disobefiicnt and defective mortals ; that it is absolutely 
perfect, and sufficient to justify even the most angodly.- 
Of all which an incontestable proof is given, bv his resur- 
rection from the dead, his triumphant ascension into hea- 
ven, and session at the; right-hand of his FATHER, be- 
caus'c I i^o td mi/ F.i f'/IER, and ye .see me no more *. — He 
shall convince of jmi^ment. Those, who are Inmibled un- 
der a sense ol guilt, and justified through an imputed righ- 
teousness shall be taught by liappy experience, that the 
prince of this world is coudemned and dethroned in their 
hearts: that their souls, by virtue of this victorious faith, 
are rescued from the lyrinny of satan ; are delivered from 
tne hoadage of their corruptions ; and restored to the liber- 
ty — the glorious liberty of the children of GOD 

You wonder, p 'rhaps, that 1 have not strengthened my 
cause, by any quotation from the epistle to the (ralutians. 
What I design, mj dear I'hej'oii, is not to accumulate, but 
to select arguments. However, that I may disappoint an 
expectation so reasonable, I proceed to lay before you a ve- 
ry nervous passage, from that masterly jiiece of sacred con- 
troversy. — Only, let me just observe, that the epistle was 
written to persons, who had embraced Christianity, and pro- 
fessed an affiance in CHRIS 1’. Hut would fain have cir- 
cumcision, would fain have their own religious duties, to 
the merits of their SAVIOUR -, in order to constitute, at 
least, part of their justifying righteousness. Against which 
error, the vigilant and indefatigable ussertor of the- truth as 
it is in JESU.S, reinonsirates — “ We vvim are Jews by na- 
“ ture, and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man 

A A 


* If the worV had bt-pn imperfect in any dcjjrce, onr REDEEMER* mstead of taking 
up Kis stated and tinal re,sidaice in tlu* icigiojis of glorv must have descended a^ain inH> 
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,f* is not justified by the works of the law, but bv the faith 
«* of JESUS CHRIST, even we have believed in JESUS 
J* CHRIST i that we might be justified by the faith of 
CHRIST, and not by the works of the law ; for, by the 
works of thelaw shall no flesh be justified 
We, who are Jews by nature; are the descendents of 
Abraham, and GOH’s peculiar people ; have the tables of 
bis law, and the ordinances of his workmanship: we who, in 
point of privileges, are greatly superior to the Gentile nati- 
ons, and have all possible advantages for establishing (if 
such a thing were practicable) a righteousness of our own ; 
what have we done? — We have believed in JESUS 
CHRIST: we have renounced ourselves; disclaimed what- 
ever is our own ; and depended wholly on the blood and 
obedience of the glorious IMMANUEL. — For what end? 
that by this faith in CHRIST, which receives his righteous- 
nps; pleads his righteousness; and presents nothing but 
his infinitely noble righteousness before the tlirone, we 
might be justified. — What motive has induced us to this 
practice? — A firm persuasion, that by the works of the law, 
by sincere obedience, or personal holiness, no man living 
has been, and no man livii g can be, justified before GOD. 

Are you tired, I heron r have I fatigued your attention, 
instead of convincing your judgment? — I will not harbour 
such a suspicion. It is pleasing to converse with those, 
who have traveled into ioreign countries, and seen the won- 
ders of creation. Wc hearken to their narratives with de- 
light. Every new adventure whets our curiosity, rather 
than palls our appetke. Must it not then afford a more 
sublime satisfaction, to be entertained with the discourses 
of a person, who had, not indeed sailed round the world, 

■ but niade a journey to the third heavens ? Who had been 
admitted into the paradise of GOD, and heard things of 
infinite importance, and unutterable dignity ? This was the 
privilege of that incomparable man, whose observations 
,^nd discoveries, I have been presenting to my friend. Anel 
1 promise mysell, he will not complain of weariness, if I 
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enrich my epistle with one or two more of . those glorious 
truths. ' V i , 

GOD hath made HIM to be sin jor us who, kheto no sin s 
that we might, not be put into a capacity of acquiring a righ- 
teousness of our own, bujt be made the righteousness oj GOD 
in him *. In this text, the double imputation of our sin ft> 
CHRIST, and of CHRIST’S righteousness to us, is 
most emphatically taught, and most charmingly con- 
trasted. — Most emphatically taught. For, wc are said; 
not barely to be made righteous, but to be made righ- 
teousness; itself ; and not righteousness only, but (which is 
the utmost that language can reach) the righteousness of 
CJOD. chai'mingty contrasted. For, one cannot but ask, 

in what manner, CHRIS F was made sin ! In the very 
same manner, wc are made righteousness. CHRIST 
knew no actual sin. Yet, upon his mediatorial interpo- 
sition on ourbe*half, be was treated by divine justice, as a 
sinful person. We likewise are destitute of all legal righ- 
teousness. Yet, upon our receiving CHRIST, and believing 
in his name, we arc regarded by the divine MAJESTY, as 
righteous creatures. This therefore cannot, in either case, 
be intrinsically; but must be, in both instances, imputative- 
ly. — Gracious divinely gracious exchange ! pregnant 
with inestimable benefits. The incessant triumph of ine 
strong, the sovereign consolation of the weak believer ! 

Cease your exultation, cries one, and come down from 
your altitudes. The term used in this verse denotes not so 
properly sin, as an offering for sin. — ^This is a mere siippo- 
sal which I may as reasonably deny, as an another affirm. 
Since the w'ord occurs much mure Iroquently in the former 
signification, than in the latter ; and since by giving jt the 
latter signification in the passage before us, we very much 
impair, if not totally destroy, the Apostle’s beautiful an- 
tithesis. 

However; not to contend, but to follow the remark. I 
borrow my reply from a brave old champion •j-torthc truths 


♦ a Cor. V. aa. 
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©) tire gospel : This text, savs he, invincibly proveth, 
‘‘ tliat we are not justified in GOD’s sight by righteous- 
: ness inherent in us, but by the righteouness of CHRIST 

** imputed to us through faith. ” After which he adds, 
wJiat I make my answ'er to the objections; “ that CHRIST 
“ was made for us; because he was a sacrifice for sin, w’e 
“ confess : but therefore was he a sacrifice for sin, because 
“ our sin was imputed to him, and punished in him.” — 
The poor delinquents under the Mosaic dispensation, who 
brought their sin-oflerlng to the alter ot the IX^RD, were idi'^ 
Tected to lay I heir hand on the head ol the devoted beast. 
Signifying bv this usage, a transferring of sin from the offer- 
er to the sacrifice. Coirformably to the import of this ce- 
Jemony ; CHRIST assumed our dcm. rif. Like a true piacu- 
lar vijtim, he suffered the punishment, which wc had deser- 
ved ; and which, without such a ( ommutation, we rriuat 
have undergone. So that our LORD’s being made a sin- 
off, ring fer us, docs by no means invalidate, but very much 
cot. firm our doctrine. It necessarily imjtlies the transla- 
tion of our iniquity to his pers(tn ; and on the ;>rinciples of 
ar alogy, must infer the imputation of his righteousness fo 
our souls. 

One passage more permit me to transcribe into my pa- 
per ; and at the same time, to w ish, that it may be written 
o>i both our hearts Written not vuth ink and pen ; no 
nor v\ith the pt-iia of a diamond ; but with the finger of 
the living GOD. ^ ea, tloubtiess, and I count all things 
but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
CHRIvS'T JESUS niy LORD ; tor whom I have suffered 
the Iojs of all tilings, ami do count them but dung, that I 
may win CHRIST, and be found in him ; not having mine 
qw n righteousness which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of CHRIST, the righteousness which isof 
GlOD through faith i 

.1 his is a passage of special eminence^ as well as of sin- 
gular importance. For wliich reason, you will allow me 
ip be somewhat circums'.anciaL in examining its meaning. 
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^ force, and evidence. The Apostle is here relating his owrt 
experience, anr’ exhibiting himself as a pattern for. Christians. 
He shews, what was the present frame, arid what the pre- 
vailing exercise of his spirit, with regard to the momentous 
aft’airor justification before GOD. 

Justification! says a certain author ; no, “ by referring 
“ the text to justification only, you miserably pervert the 
“ whole scope of the e.ords. It manifestly relates to sanc- 
** tification ciiietly, if not to ti.at only." 

'1 hen we are di ret ted to find our ; and to fix our 

confidence for eternal life (oi these things the apostle is ma- 
nifestly s[)eaking) in sanciification thiefiy, if not in that on- 
ly ; notill what (.1 IRIS I' has done and suffered, but in 
that which we our:>elves <io and possess. Tlie Papists will 
thank us for such a concession. It makes room for their 
notion of merit. But can never exalt grace, or exclude 
boasting. 

According to his interpretation, w'e should all be desi- 
rous to apjiear, at tiie great and terrible day, in the garments 
of sanctifitation chiefly, if not in those only. But are 
these without spot and blemish? will tiiese present us fault- 
less before the throne of GOD’s glory? hide me, ye rocks! 
cover me, ye mountains; mucii rather than expose me, in 
such an array, beibre tiic e\e of infinite purity. 

Nay; if this be the mind of the apostle, then we must 
count all other things, even the blood and righteousness of 
our incarnate COD, to be undesirable as loss, and despica- 
ble as dung. Dreadful consecpience ! not to be mentioned 
without shuddering! yet into silch ciaisecjuences we aro 
inevitably led, by this too peremptory and unadvised expo- 
sition of the text. 

But we have not so learned CHRIST. We think, the 
apostle expre sses a vehement desire, and manifests a most 
attentive care, that he may remain established on the true 
justifying righteousness. A point, he w'ell knew, of inex- 
pressible moment. In which mankind ate unaccountably 
prone to mistake. Nay, Paul himself had stumbled at this 
•stumbling stone ; imagining that righteousness to be unto 
life, which was producive of nothing but condemnation 
and death. He therefore speaks with earnestness ; he actS' 
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with circumspection j as a person who had been once 
caught in the share, but is resolved not to be entangled a ‘ 
gain. 

Peahaps, you will say ; I do not wonder to hear him re- 
pudiate his old Pharisaical, spurious righteousness. But 
does he give the bill of divorce to his new, his Christian^ 
his real righteousness ? That which is proceeded from grace 
shed abroad in his heart ; and produced those heavenly tem- 
pers and holy works which were both pleasing to GOD and 
honorable to religion ? 

I answer ; he had m oth^r righteousness to renounce for 
the sake of CHRIST j since, as you justly observe, his for- 
mer Pharisaical strictness v/as spurious, not real godliness. 
This he had long ago learned to call by another name ; 
Looking upon it, as so much specious sinfulness, or as a 
splendid abomination. By his own righteousness^ therefore, 
he must mean, whatever he possessed or performed, in con- 
formity to the law as a rule of life, and through the inBu- 
ence of grace as a principle of life. Against all this, whether 
it cemsisted of good deeds or devout qualities, he enters his 
protestation. Enters it, in those strong words, not having 
mine own righteousness. Not having it even once in my 
thoughts i not casting so much as a single glance toward it, 
but being just as if 1 had never yielded any obedience at 
all. 

And great reason there was, for using all this jealously. 
Since nothing is more natural to us in, all estates, than 
M'U -confidence. While we are destitute of grace, we are al- 
jmost sure to trust in outward duties, and what is called a 
moral righteousness. When we are renewed by grace, alas ! 
how prone are wc to cloat upon the beauties of our sanc- 
tification ; and look with the oculo irretorlo, singly and sole- 
ly to CHRIST, as our justifying rigliteousness ! 

In determined opposition to such very pernicious errors, 
the apostle speaks to this effect — “ The privilege of being 
a Hebrew by birth ; the prerogative of being a Phamee 
by profession j together with a behaviour exemplary, and 
a reputation unblaincable in the sight of men ; all the^i 
which were once my plea for heaven, and therefore reck- 
oned my highest gainj as soon as I became acquainted 
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with the glorious perfections of CITRIi^, I counted loss 
him . — And now, though I lrave been a Disciple 
** years; have walked in all holy conversations and god- 
liness ; ^ve endured, for niy divine MASTER'S name, 

** tribulations above measure ; have laboured more success- 
“ fully than all the Aflostles ; yet even these and a// oMer at- 
" tainments, of that kind or of what date soever, I count 
“ but loss, for the transcendant excellency of CHRIST 
“ JESUS my LORD. — Yea doubtless ; it is my deliberate 
and stedtast resolution ; what I have most seriously a- 
“ dopted, and do publicly avow ; that, specious as all hu- 
" man righteousness may seem, and valuable as it may be 
in other respects ; I both do, and ever shall, treat it with 
“ disdain ; yea trample it under my feet, that I may win 
“ CHRIST^ and triumph im the exalted JESUS. Hu- 
“ man righteousness fades into nothing ; it dwindles into 
“ less than nothing ; if»set in competition with his match- 
less obedience. And should it supersede my application 
“ to his merits, or weaken my reliance on his mediation, it 
“ would then be, not contemptible only, but - injurious — to 
“ be avoided, with solicitude, as the greatest to be 
“ rejected, with abhorrence, as the vilest dung.'’ 

You will ask, if he rejects all his own righteousness, on 
tvhat are bis hopes fixed r — On a foundation, extensive as 
the obedience of the REDEEMER’S life and death, Mwr/ia- 
ken as the dignity of his eternal power and GODHEAD. 
I'hey are fixed on the righteousness which is of GOD ; the 
righteousness wl'ich GOD the FATHER, in unsearchable 
wisdom, provided; and which GOD the SON, in unutter- 
able goodness, wrought. — Do you enquire, how he came to 
be invested with this righteousness.'’ the answer is ready 
and satisfactory. It was by the application of the divine 
SPIRIT, and the instrumentality of faith,- — Lest any should 
imagine, that this faith might be substituted, instead of his 
own obedience to the law; he puts an apparent difference 
between the righteousness which justifies, and the faith by 
which it is received : not the righteousness which consists 
in; but is THROUGH the faith of CHRIS!'. — ^'Fo shew the 
great importance of this distinction ; how earnestly he in- 
sisted upon it, as a preacher; ho\V much it tended to hi^ 
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iCO^Sblation, as a Christian ; be repeats the scntiini-nt, he re- 
; inculcates the doctrine, the righteousness which is of (iOD 
TiY faith. 

Will _yoM now, 77((eron, or shall /, poor unprohtahle crea- 
tures, presume to rely on any performances or anv accom- 
plishments of our own ? When that distinguished saint — a 
perfect' prodigy of gifts, of graces, and of zeal — indefatiga- 
ble in labours, unconquerable by afflictions, and of whose 
usefulness there is neither measure nor end — when he de- 
nies himself in every view j depreciates all ; dfsavow’s all ; 
and makes mention of nothing, but the incomparable righ- 
teousness of his obedient, dying, interceding SAVIOUR. 

Whatshall I say more ? shall I attempt to play the rhetorici- 
an, and borrow the insinuating artsof persuasion ? This, after, 
all ihs cogent testimonies produced, and all the grea^ authori- 
ties urged, would be a needless parade. When our pen is a 
sun-beam, there is but little occasion to dip it in oil. 

Instead of such an attempt, give rnc leave to make a 
frank and honest confession. I would conceal nothing from 
my friend. He should have a sash to my breast ; throw it up 
at his pleasure ! and see all that passes within. Though I 
never had any temptation to that pernicious set of errors, 
which passes under the character of socinianism ; yet I had 
many searchings of heart, and much solicitous enquiry, 
bow far we are indebted to CHRIRT's active righteous- 
ness. Thoroughly persuaded tiiat other foundation can 
no mania}!, save that which is, laid, even JESUS CHRIST*; 
and that there u no other name given under heaven ; whereby 
men can besaved'^ ! yet, whether we were not to confine our 
matter of considerable doubt. At first, I was inclined 
to acquiesce in the affirmative. After long consideration 
and many prayersmy faithfixed upon the whole ofCHRIS Ts 
mediatorial undertaking. Which began in his spontaneous 
submission to the law ! was carried on through all his merito- 
rious life ; and issued in his atoning death. — This now the 
basis of tny confidence, and the bulwark of my happiness, 
Hither I lly ; here 1 re.st; as the dove, after her wearisome 
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and fruitless rovings, returned to Noah,- and rested* in the 
ark. 

This scheme first recommended to my affections ; as mak- 
ing the most ample provision, for the security and repose of 
a guilty conscience. Which, when alarmed by the accusa- 
tions of sin, is very apprehensive of its condition; and will 
not be comforted, till every scruple is satisfied, and all the 
obstructions to its peace, are removed. Thus I reasoned, 
with myself — “ though there is undoubtedly, something 
“ to be said for the other side of the question ; yet, this is 
“ evidehtly the safest method. And, in an affair of infinite 
“ consequence, who would not prefer the surest expedi- 
“ ent ? — Should the righteousness of JESUS CHRIST be 
“ indispensablt/ requisite, as a wedding-garment; what will 
“ Mey do, when the great immortal KING appears, who 
“ have refused to accept it ? Whereas, should it not prove 
“ so abwlti/ely necessary,' yet such a dependance can never 
obstruct our salvation. It can never be charged upon us, 
“ as an article of contumacy or perverseness, that we thought 
“ loo meanly of our own, too magnificently of our LORD’S 
“ obedience, so that let the die turn either way, we are ex- 
posed to no hazard. — This sheme takes in all, that the 
“ other systemscomprehend, and abundantly more. In this I 
" find no detect, no flaw, no shadow of insufficiency. It is 
somewhat like the perfect cube ; which, where-ever it 
“ may be thrown, or however it may tall, is sure to settle 
** upon its base. — Supposing, therefore, the important 
beam should hang inequilibrio,with respect to argument; 
“ these circumstances, cast into the scale, may very justly 
“ be allowed to turn the balance.” 

Upon a more attentive examination of the subject, I per- 
ceived— -that this is the doctrine of our national church ; 
has received the attestation of our ablest divines ; and has 
. been, in all ages, the consolation of the most eminent saints : 
That it is the genuine sense of scripture ; and not some in- 
ferior or subordinate point, incidentally touched upon by 
the inspired writers, but the sum and subtsance of their 
message ; that which constitutes the vitals of their system, 
and is the very soul of their religion. On which account 
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tl\e whole gospel is denpttiinate4 from itj and styled theihi- 
lustration »f righteousness. — I was farther convinced, that 
this way" of salvation magnifies, beyond comparison, 
the divine law ; is no less honorable to all the divine 
attributes ; and exhibits the e^er blessed MEDIATOR in 
the most Illustrious and the most delightful view., . 

All these considerations, under the influence of the eter- 
nal SPIRIT, have determined my judgrAentt and establish- 
ed my Jaith. ' So that I trust, neither the subtilties of wit, 
nor the sneers of ridicule, nor any other artifice, shall ever 
be able to seperate me from the grace and righteousness 
which are in JESUS CHRIS I'.— By his death, I am dis- 
charged from guilt — by his obedience, I am constituted 
righteous — by his complete satisfaction, I am completely jus- 
tified, and shall be eternally saved. — In each of these re- 
spects, HE is my ALL. 

Let me, by way of conclusion, review that awful sub- 
ject, which introduced the letter. Let me suppose the 
Judge, who is at the dooj'j actually come; the great and 
terrible day which is hasting forward, really commenced. — 
Hark ! the trumpet sounds the universal summons. "I he 
living are struck with a death-like astonishment ; the dead 
.start from their silent abodes. — See ! the whole earth takes 
fire ; the sun is turned into darkness ; and the stars fall 
from the firmament. — Behold ! the Akctent of Days is 
revealed from heaven. Jlis garment is zvhite us snow, and 
the hair of his head like the pure ivuol. Jlis throne is like 
the fiery Jlame, and his wheels are as burning .fire. Thou- ' 
sand thousands vihuster unto him; and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stand before him. The judgment is set, and the 
books are opened.^ 

Observe those exemplary Christians, whose sentiments I 
have been collecting. They renounce tliemselves, and rely 
on their glorious SURETY. Methinks, I hear them say,, 
each theyhquit their beds of dust } / will go forth from 
the grave in thy strength, JKSUS ; and nX the 

decisive tribunal, tcill make mention qf thy righteousness on^ 
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/y. — At the same time, will you, Theron, or shall I^before 
the innumerable multitude of anxious sinners, and adoring 
seraphs — stand forth and declare ? — “ Let those pusillani- 
“ mous creatures fly for refuge to their SAVIOVR’s righ- 
teousness. We will confide in works, in accomplish 
** ments of our own. We are the men, who have person- 
“ ally kept the divine law, and want no suppositious obe- 
dience from another. Let the eye that glances through 
immensity, aud penetrates the recesses of the heart ; le€ 
that holy and omniscient eye, examine our temper, and 
“ sift our conduct. AVe are bold to risk our souls, and all 
their immortal interests, on the issue of such a scrutiny.'* 
Perhaps, your mind is impressed with this solemn scene, 
and your thoughts recoil at such daring presumption. If so, 
it will be proper for me to withdraw, and leave you to your 
own meditations. At such moments, to obtrude on your 
company, would render me the troublesome and officious, 
rather than 

Your respectful and affectionate, 

' ASPASIO. 





LETTER VI, 


THERON TO ASPASIO, 


DEAR ASPASIO, 

The last Evening was one of the finest I ever 
saw. According to custom, I made an excursion into the 
open fields ; and wanted nothing to complete the satisfac- 
tion, but trie d’s company, I could not but observe, 
how much your improving conversation heightened the 
charms ot nature. Wuen religion applied philosophy, cve- 
jy tldng was instructive, as well as plea hig . — Not a breeze 
swept over the plains, to clear the sky, and cool the air; 
bur It te .deri also to disperse our doubt ., and enliven our 
faith io tfie supreme, all-sufficient GOOD. — Not a cloud 
tn, .;cd the firmament With radiant colours, or amused the 
sigi'it .,’ith roraa.itic shapes, but we beheld a picture of the 
pi .'It orld. Its fading acquisitions, and fantastic joys 
w pojrtrayted, in the mimic forms, and the transitory 
sc lie.- — Even the weakest of the insect-tribe, that skim the 
•Sir in sportive silence, addr ssed us with the strongest in* 
cucmcnts, and gave us the loudest calls, to be active in our 
day, and use/ui in our generation. They cried, at least 
when you lent them your tongue, 

, Such is vain life, an idle fight of days, 

A still delusive round of sickly joys, 

^ A scene of little cares, and tiifling passions, 

If not ennobled by the deeds of virtue. 
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' How often at the approach of sober eve, have wp saun- 
tered through the dusky glade. Observing the last remains 
of light, nOw impurpling the w^estern clouds; now faintly 
gleaming, on the mountain’s brow: now creeping insensibly 
from all shaded landscapes. — How often have wc stole along 
the cloysters of some leafy bower ; attentive to the tale of a 
querulous current. That seemed to be struck with horror, 
at the awful gloom ;and complained with heavier murmurs, 
as it passed under the blackening shades, and. along the 
root^obstructed channel. Or else, far from the babling 
brodk, and sdftly treading the grassy path, we listened to 
the nightingale's song. While every gale held its breath, 
and all the leaves forebore their motion, that they might 
neither drown nor interrupt the melodious woe. — From 
both which pensive strains, you endeavoured to temper 
and chastise the exuberant gaiety of my spirits. You con- 
vinced me, that true joy is a serious thing : is the child 
pf sedate thought, not the spawn of intemperate mirth ; 
nursed, not by the sallies of dissolute merriment, but by the 
exercise of serene contemplation. 

Sometimes at the gladsome return of morn, we have 
ascended an airy eminence ; and hailed the new-born day ; 
and gazed tlje dew-bright earth ; and followed, with our 
delighted eye, the mazes of some glittering stream. — -Here 
rushing, with impetuous fury, over the mountain’s sum- 
mit; tumbling from rock to rock; and roaring dawn 
.the craggy steep. Impatiefit, as it were, to get free from 
such rugged paths, and mingje itselfwith the adjacent mead. 
. There, slackening its headlong career, and smoothing its 
eddies, into a glassy surface and a gentle flow. While 
deep embosomed in the verdant soil, it uinds through the 
pherished and smiling herbage. Sometimes, lost amidst 
4:losing willow.s; sometimes, issuing with fresh lustre from 
|be verdant arch; always, roving with an air of amorous 
eomplacency, as though it would Jciss the fringed banks, 
; and caress the ftowery glebe. — Reminded, by this watery 
monitor, of that constancy-and vigour,, with which ^he af- 
fections shoulfl move towards the great center of happiness, 
LJHRI ST JESUS — of that determined ardour, with which 
we should break through the entanglements of temptatiom 
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and obstacles of the world, in order to reach Our everlasting 
and of the mightj difference between the tiirbulent,- 
the frothy, the precipitate gratihcatipns of vice, and the 
calm, the substantial, the permanent delights of religion. 

Or else, with careless step, we have rambled along the 
fields. Sometimes, prying into the secret shade, or hiding 
ourselves in the sequcstrcd vale. Sometimes, we have rov- 
ed again on the upland plains; with eager views surveying 
the universal prospect; and even devouring the beauties of 
nature, or, as the scripture speaks, taking them with our 
eyes*. NeVer weary of admiring the magnificence and 
glory of the creation. An endless variety of graceful ob- 
jects, an^ delightful scenes ! each soliciting our chief regard ; 
every one worthy of our whole attention; all conspiring to 
touch the heart with a mingled transport of wonder, of 
gratitude, and of joy. — ^So that we have returned from our 
rural expedition, not as.the sficndUmft from the gaming-ta- 
ble, cursing his stars, and raving at his ill luck ; gulled of 
his money, and the derided dupe of sharpers. Not as the 
libertine from the house of wantonness, surfeited with the 
rank debauch, dogged by shame, goaded by remorse, with 
a thousand recent poisons tingling in his veins. But we 
returned, as ships of commerce from the golden continent, 
or the spicy islands, with new acce.ssions ct sublime im- 
provement, and solid pleasure. With a deeper veneration 
for the Almighty CREATOR ; with a w'anner sense of his 
unspeakable "favors; and with a more inflamed desire, “ to 
“ know him now by faith, and after this life to have the 
“ fruition of his glorious GODHEAD.” 

Sometimes, wdth an agreeable relaxation, we have trans- 
ferred our cares, from the welfare of the nation, to the 
flourishing of the farm; and, instead of enacting regulations 
for the civil community, we have planned schemes for the 
cultivation of our ground, and the prosperity of our cattle. 
Instead of attending to the course or fleets, and the des- 
tination of armies, we have directed the plough where to 
.*j^nd the grassy turf ; or taught the honey-suckle tw wind 
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round the arbour, and the jessamtne to climb upon the wall. 
—Instead of interposing our friendly office, to reconcile, 
contending kingdoms 5 we have formed a treaty of coalition 
Wween the stranger cyon, and the adopting tree ? and 
by the remarkable melioration of the ensuing fruit, demon- 
strated (would contending empires regard the precedent) 
what advantage's flow from pacific measures, and an amica- 
ble union. — Instead of unraveling the labyrinths of state, 
and tracing the finesses of foreign courts ; we fiave made 
ourselves acquainted with the Politics of nature, and obser- 
ved, how wonderfully, how mysteriously that great project- 
ress acts. — In this place she rears a vast trunk, and unfolds 
a multiplicity of branches from one small berry. She quali- 
fies ; by her amazing operations, a few contemptible acorns, 
that were formerly carried in a child’s lap, to bear the Hrf- 
tish thunder round the globe, and secure to our Island the 
sovereignty of the ocean.— In another place, she produces 
from a dry grain, first the green blade ; then the turgid ear ,* 
afterwards the and repined corn in the ear*. 

"Repaying, with exact punctuality, and with lavish usury, 
the husbandman’s toil, and the husbandman’s loan : causing, 
by a most surprising resurrection, the death of one seed, to 
be fruitful in the birth of hundreds. 

But t forgot your caution, Aspasio ; forget, how 
kindly you have checked me, when I have been harangu- 
ing upon, I know not what, powers and work of nature. 
Where, as it is GOD who loorketh hitherto f .* who to this 
day exert, that secret but unremitted energy, which is the 
life of this majestic system, and the cause of all its stupendous 
operations. — Let this shevv you,how much I want my guide, 
my philosopher, and friend. Without his promptingaid, m/ 
genius is dull ; my reflecfionsare aukwar(l;and my religious 
improvements jejune ; somewhat like the bungling imitati- 
ons of the tool, compared with the masterly effects of vege- 
tation.-*- However, 1 will proceed. Yet,Hoftrom any view 
of informing my Aspasio, but only to draw a bill upon his 
penj and lay him under and obligation to enrich me wit|[ 

/ - — 
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■rtflilt'oir'TO !ftf‘ 
another letter, iipon the grSnd and esiecllej^ saye^t of his , 

•% ' " '''^ 'i' / 

Art is dim-sighted id her plans, ^ 
her most elaborate essays. But iiaturie. or ratl^f ;nitore^9^ 
sublime AUTHOR, is indeed a designer and « * 

that med not be ashamed f. ^Jis eye strikesbut ten thousand 
elegant models, and his toudh executes all with inimitable 
perfection — what an admirable specimen is here, of the di-. 
vine skill, ^nd of the divine goodness! this terraqueous 
globe is intended, not only for a place of habitation, but 
for a storehouse of conveniences. If we examine theses 
vcral apartments of our great abode; if we take a general 
inventory of our common goods; wc shall find reason to be 
charmed with the displays, both of nice oeconomy, and of 
boundless profusion. 

Observe the surface of this universal messuage. The 
ground, coarse as it nwy seem, and trodden by every foob is . 
nevertheless the labo'-atory, where the most exquisite opera- 
tions are performed ; the shopy if I may so speak, where the, 
finest manufactures are wrought. Though «1 1 generations 
have, each in their order, been accommodated by its pro- 
ductions; though all nations under heaven are,* to this very 
day, supplied by its liberalities, it still continues inexhausted. 
Is a resource, always new; a magazine, never to be drained. 

As this is a Property very remarkable, and unspeakably 
valuable, it deserves our more particular regard. Was it 
reversed, what wouhl become of the world, both rational, 
animal, and vegetable?— In Commercial iftairs, usmy is! 
looked upon as the canker of, an estate. A corroding 
worm, which eats into the heart, and consumes the very vi- 
tals, of our substance, 'Hie earth borrows immense sums 
yearly. These she repays wdth an interest prodigiously 
large, almost incredible. Yet is she never impoverished. 
Or if impoverished in some degree, the repose of a single 
year, with a little cultivation from the owner, is sufficient 
ibr the reparation of all her losses. — Old age weakens the 
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most vigofo^a ,Evei[i <;h^ hardiest oaks are impair> 

'’ssd by time% A si^tte of hanreoftess and decay awdits thetft 
"all} and admits neither of prevention^ nor of remedy. But 
the earth* which iti the mother and the nurse of us all, is 
subject to none of these inhrmtties. She is now almost six 
thousand years did* yet discovers no sign of a broken con- 
stitution* nor any one symptom of exhausted strength. In 
spring* she bl^ms like a virgin} in summer, she sparkles 
like a hride; in autumn, she teems like a matron. If grey 
hairs seem to be upon her, during the wintry months; she 
Is sure to drop them, when the frosts are gone, and the sun 
approaches. She never lails, at that season, to re-assume all 
the graces, and to re-exert all the vigour of youth.- — ^'fhough 
she Has been pregnant with thousands and thousands ot vin- 
tages and harvests; though she has suckled unnumbered 
millions of green and flowery families ; her womb is as 
strong and lively to conceive, her breasts are as copious 
and milky to nourish, as if she was but just delivered ot her 
first-born.— To vvhat is this unequaled and never-ceasing 
fertility owing ? what, but that miglitv word, proceeding 
from the mouth of JEIIOVAlI; lohile the earth remaineth, 
seed-time and harvest shall not cease *. How short the de- 
cree, but how long and lasting its efficacy I It has reached to 
this hour } it will reach to distant ages j it will extend itself 
to the very end of tune. 

The unevenness of the ground, far from being a blemish 
or a defect ; heightens its beauty, and augments its useful- 
ness.— it is scooped into deep and sheltered vales, al- 
most constantly covered with a spontaneous growth of ver- 
dure ; which, all tender and succulent, composes an easy 
t^puch, and yields the most agreeable fodder, for the various 
' tribes of cattle, — 7’here, it is extended into a wide, open, 
champain country; which, annually replenished with the 
husj^andman’s seed, shoots into a copious harvest, not only 
of principat whentf which strengthens our heart, and iff 
the stalf of our life; but of appointed barlep'f also, and 
ot various other sorts of grain. Which yield an excellent 
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foio4,for,,c>ur apimats^ .an<^' either ^ 

p^r’<Jrw3gerjf/& els^fattein th^h^''fle&h:;Mf. 

.^J^e furrpwsj'obe^te'ht to th^‘'««iill' 


dac^’'^., " ‘bring 'forth a’‘ wp 
plaiitsf : wbose^ thirt filmy, coat,’ 
fully manufactured, transrdnhs itself 1n|o :.^^e p£:^ 
xiQCQSiS^ty accommodations of life, 'ern^^tM^ 
ments of society.— Jt is wove into ample yolumifes of ,d<>th ; 
which, fixes the mast, give ‘wm to out sMpsj and waft 
them , to thb extremities of the oceah.— If is twisted inth 
vast lengthqof cordage ; which add nerves to the crahe, and 
lend sinews to the pulley j/pf else, adherihg fb the aiichdr, 
they fasten the vessel even bn the fluctuating element; and 
secure its station even amidst' dtivihg terap&sts. — It furnishes 
the Dutchess with her costly head*dr^ss, and delicately fine 
ruffles. No less strong than neat, it supplies the plowman 
with his coarse frock, and the sailor With his clumsy trowsers. 
Its fibres, arttully rangfitl by the operations of the loom, 'cb*t 
ver our tables with a graceful elegance, and Surround bur 
bodies with a cherishing warrnth. On this the painter 
spreads the colours, which enphant the^ eye; in this the mer* 
chant packs the wares, which enrich the world. 

Yonder, the hills, like a grand amphitheatre, arise. 
Amphitheatre ! all the pompous works ot Roman magnifi* 
cence, are less than rnole-banks, are mere cockle-shells, com- 
pared with thosu majestic elevations of the earth. Some 
clad with mantling vines; some crowned with towering 
pedafs; somfe ragged with mishapen rocks, of yawning with , 
subterrarieous dens. Whose rough and inaccessible craggs, 
whose hideous and gloomy cavities, are not only a continual 
fefqgp for the wild goats, but have often proved an asylum 
p> persecuted merit, | and a safeguard to the most vsiluable 
lives, >’ ■' 


; P«|f ^y,y«|»ture of thewtlii WTA regard to it? vegetable of>era«5oa t 
i^miu'(iC(ru^4/€rm4t^tifihmtracufareium^ 
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with all the delicacies of summer fmits >next,>* 
lastinff succession of autumal dainties. ^ - - 

What is nature, but a senes of wonders, and 3i wd ^ 
delights ! That such a variety of fruits, so heauhfoUy 
burld, and so elegantly shaped ; ^ charnimgLy flavourea, 
3 enrieVd with such admirable juices ; should arise from 
the earth f I han which nothing is more insipid, sordid, and 
?eXbli-I am struck with pleasing astonishment, at 
carne of these fine eifects ! I am no less surprised, at the 
manner of bringing them into existenc'e. I take a walk 
in mv sardenj or a turn through my orchard, in the mont^ 
of ikeember. There stand several logs of wood. Some of 
stately height, and diffusive spread. Others, contracted 
into dwarfs; or disposed along the espalier. All, naked 
and unornamented; all, fastened to the ^ 

neither endued with sense, nor capable of motion-^ 
¥o human hand will touch them ; no human aid will sue- 
o)ur tl em. Yet, in a little time, they are beautified with 
blossoms ; after which, they are covered with leaves j ^d 
at last they are loaded with mellow treasures. With the 
downv oeach and the polished plum ; with the musky apn^ 
cotTand the juTcy pea?; with tL cherry, and its porM pen^ 
dants, glowing through lattices of green. 

-and dark 

Beneath hei ample leaf, the luscious fig. 

I have wondered at the structure of my 

of nature 1 These .If-operati^ 


« ^vtontato or 

liiovideoce, 


tnachioes ; oot meant to s?t 
^ the 
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Pm!'^'';,s#«ftt'nrteats, ■kri'd such lijlandish*?'- 

critical luxurjr.' 
jjancy ''..So 'that 

dec^^ divipc <;;ire-'' 


t®fe,hmt?::'<rf't«^'ia1jle'. i'"'' 
h^dJnai^ jiriiauctidhs of the eafth, GOjil 


afth, 
rm :* 


ih tsunseli ti^d so yti^hiy in worlcs :* what 
to see, amidk t% .palace of Heaven; a* 
hierarchies dt angels ; art^^ that wonderful RE- 
l>|iiPilteRvyfto is, heyond all other objects, bfefpnd all 6- 
rtet ihanlliesta^dhs, wfjtftiOT ^ GOiO, and the pmper of 


re^ myriads of massy bodies. Which, though 
iillTOfet'iiay Jwith nor rich with fniifs, supply us 

w$|h dtd^edte^^^^ durable than the former ; with be-. 

; valuable the latter, ^iey supply us 

wi#t|i|hi^rh(f various kinds, and of very desirable quality J. 
vdp ^^11 cultivate such hii^e trees, diffused over so 
acfef lhctoU task impossible, 

jiforethb all- wise and ever-gracipus ordinatioii of 
?e I Hiey are constituted, that they have no need 
|dC| the'^runing-knife, or the waterinig-p'ot. Nay, 
man would diminish, rather than aug- 
and their Usefulness. The more they 
I'riie better they thrive ; stornlng,^^ It were, 
,.,,..^,.il'vpn;aUy/hand|,'bUt ^nd speaks 

|^h'’uatii^c;gr8#e»«’i ti^hscep,d?^t:'''''gireat-i! 

.they 'ate |saw«i|::|hl» ' 

jf€r,xxxiu 19: / 

abridgment ^ Which, 1 itolv 

iit ibiAii^re^ 







arfe', Wrb'iiijfe^rattt tHe nice'?t'^icpi,iini,iti|^M|\^'i^fettl|{<;^^ 

'0osb sdme'.iQfii^ 'fiiiest ■b’r^jich.eSi 

^e5'r,tb3£t'Ut,e„'sd solid, tha|^t|Te|r^ 

parts bt',.tbo^ ■mighty' 'dngtnes j^,;,whidbV-pipt;ic^, 

,to tbe pk/’Of;mdcKaoic''pd^erK 'w^rfe'in','.^', 

sio^lc noi3i||i than coul4 dtll^^iiie ,|>d;.,»^l^pl|s1^d^■^n' .majiiy:. 

d,ays.;^-4^l*® sam^'' ti'tndi .that-th^y 




d,ays.;^-4^l*® samb' ti'tnd,' .that-th^y 

float ujMimthei waters ; an ctjjipide along, sniface, aldiost 
with as much agility, a,^ thd 6hny fly glances, through tliitt 
deep. — lyhilc they Injpatt , magnifibei^ce, to, 
tufe,and bestow nuraberle^ conv^oiencies po tlie ftawily ;y 
they constitute the very basjs of navid'atipn, abd give life to I 
domestic trade, give being to the cphfmerce of; na- 
tions.' I ,' . '''■" '.. ... S,^;' 


Amidst the inaccessible recesses of the forest,anhabitati!^ 
is assigned to those ravenous bpi^sits, vvh.ose appearance w:6ul^y 
be frightful, and their neigHbpiifndoddabgerous. There, the J 
sternly majestic lion rouses .l^imself from his den j .stalks./ 
through the midnight shades ; and* awes the savage herds, 
with his roar. There, the flery tygersprihgs upon his prey»> 
and tlie gloomy bear trains up her whelps. There, the; 
svvift leopard ranges, the grim wolf prowls, and both iit. 
quest of murder and blood, — Were these horrid animals to 
dwell in our flelds, what havock would they, make? what-^ 
tvnslemalion would they spread ? To preVppt such mischip-. 
voiis consequences, the Almighty RULER saith; I /taiije,.. 
ma4e OiG wilderness , their house, and the h\irren land iheif’ > 
dwdiing In obedience to this deprecj, they banish tbeip- 
sel ves from the se.it of society, and from the scenes of ferti- 
lity. They even bury themselves, irithe deepest solitudes 
ofthedesaft, ‘While the ox, the horse, and the serviceable 
ed^riip^ds, live under our inspection, aud keep within t^f 
call : i^rbfiting us much by their presence, as the Qthpl^ 

oblige us by their absence. 
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, n;* ^ ^ ■ . ^ >«■ .^>^4 . '>, ‘. •-■. ,., ' 

’t ' M ==r;::; 

';; at W e^cairsioii 

t;,lTO0\tbe-liiaw^i^^ is- 'man retires*- to his; 

i^amber, an 4 sle0f^ hi The sun, which inrites 

jother creatujws abt^a^i |;ives them a signal and a command 
to repeat. The mh j^f^setht and they get Ihem aamy, and 
tay tketn.dojan in thei^ dem*. Strange! that the orient 
light, which isso jf)i®a®iim to us, should strike such terror 
®n them 1 shotfid, more effectually than a legion of guards, 
-pot iti!l to ftigjhjt, and clear the country of ^ose forniH 
daldc enemies! , \ 

. if^^we turn our thoughts to atmoxphere, we find a most 
qurious and exquisite apparatus of air. Which, because no 
object of our sight, is seldom observed, and little regarded ; 
yet is a source of innumerable advantages. And all these 
advantages are fetched (which is almost incredible) from the 
ireryjaws of min. My meaning may be obscure, therelore I 
explain myself. 

We live plunged, if I may so speak, in an ocean of air. 
Whose prejiwe, upon a person of moderate size, is equal 
to the weight of twenty thousand pounds. Tremendous 
-consideration ! should the cieltng of a room, or the roof of a 
f iitiuse, tall upon us with half that force, would infalliably 
' •drive the breath from our lungs, or break every bone in our 
bodies. Yet, so admirably has the divine wisdom contrived 
this srial fluid and so nicely counterposed its dreadtul pow- 
er, that we receive not the slightest hurt ; we suffer no man- 
lier of inconvenience ; we even enjoy the load. Instead 
of being as a mountain on our loins, is like wings to our 
■feet, or like sinews to our limbs,— Is not this common ordi- 
pation ot providence, thus considered somewhat like the 
• miracle or the burning bush 5 whose tender and combusti- 
bfe substance, though in the midst of flames, was neither 
dqhfumed nor injured f ? Is it not almost as marvellous, as 
prodigy of the three i/efiretc youths? Who walked in 
flery turnacc, without having a hair of their headssinged 
sd! milch as the smell of fire passing on their garments J ? 
»— Surely, we have reason to say unto GOD ; O ! how ter- 
yet how beneficent, art thou in thy works ! 
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The air, though too weak to support our 6ight, is a 
thoroughfare for innumerable wings. Here the whole com- 
monwealth of birds take up their abode. Here they lodge 
and expatiate, beyond the reach of theit adversaries. Were 
they to run upon the earth, they would be exposed to teft 
thousand dangers, without proper strength to resist them, 
or sufficient speed to escape them. Whereas, by mounting 
the skies, and liffing themselves up on hi^li, they are secured 
from peril„i(f/<!e?y scorn the horse and his rider*. — Some of 
them perching upon the boughs, others soaring amidst the 
l^mament, entertain us with their notes. Which are musi- 
cal and agreeable t, when heard at this convenient distance; 
but would be noisy and importunate, if brought near to our 
ears. — Here, many of those feathered families reside, which 
yield us a delicious treat; yet give us no trouble, put us to 
no expence, and, till the moment we want them, are wholly 
out of our way. 

The air, commissioned by its all-bountiful AUTHOR, 
charges itself with the administration of seVeral offices, 
which arc perfectly obliging, and no TesS serviceable to 
mankind. — Co-operating with our lungs, it ventilates the 
blood, and refines our Huids. It qualifies' and attempers the 
vital warmth; promotes and exalts the animal secretions. — 
Many days we might live, or even whole months, without 
the light of the sun, or the glimmering of a star. Where- 
as, if we are deprived, only for a tew minutes, of this aerial 
support, we sicken, wc faint, we die. — The same universal 
nurse lias a considerable share, in cherishing the several 
tribes of plants. It helps to transfuse’ vegetable vigour in- 
to the trunk of the oak, and a blooming gaiety into the 
spread of the rose. 

The air undertakes to convey to our nostrils the extreme- 
ly subtile effluvia, which transpire from odoriferous bodies, 
those detached particles are so imperceptibly small, that 
they would elude the most careful hand, or escape the 

. D D 
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+ Musical and agreeable-— Of this himl aie almost all their notes J formed to cWm 
the car, -and inspire dclij^iu. 
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nicest eye. But this trusty depositary receives and escorts 
the invisible vagrants, without losing so much as a single 
atom, entertaining us by this means, with the delightful 
sensations, which arise from the fragrance of flowers; and 
admonishing us, by the transmission of offensive smells, to 
withdraw from ' an unwholesome situation, or beware of* 
any pernicious food, 

The air, by its undulating motion, conduct to our ear all 
the diversities of sound, and thereby, dischargeSt^the duty of 
a most seasonable and faithful monitor. As I wjalk across 
the streets of with my eye engaged on other oh|* 

jects ; a dray, perhaps with all its load, is driving dowlr 
directly upon me. Or, as I ride along the road, musing and 
unapprehensive, a chariot and six is whirling, on, with a 
rapid career, at the heels of my horse. The air, like a r/- 
gilant friend, in pain for my welfare immediately takes the 
alarm j and, while the danger is at a considerable distance 
dispatches a coptier to advertise me of the approaciiing 
mischief. It cyefl thunders in my car; and, with a c/u- 
morous but kind importunuity urges me to be upon my guard 
and provide for my safety. 

Tl^air wafts, to out sense all the modulations of music, 
and the more agreeable entertainments of refined conversa- 
tion. ^Vhen Myrtilla strikes the silver strings, and teaches 
the willing harpsichord to warble with her CREATOR’S 
praise ; when her sacred honata warms the heart with devo- 
tion, and wings our desires to Heaven. When Cleora tunes 
her song, or. the nightingale imitates her enchanting voice : 
when she heightens cveiy melodious note, with her adored 
redeemer’s name ; and so smooths her charming tones, 
so breathes her rapturous sonl, thatdOD'sown ear listcris 
delighted.” — When wdsdom takes its seat on Mitio's tongue ; 
and flows, in ])ersj)icuous periods, and in.structive truths, 
amidst the chosen circle of his acquaintance. When bene- 
vdlfnce, associated with persuasion, dwell on Nicanda's 
1^ j and plead the cause of injured innocence, or oppressed 
vhtue.— When goodness, leagued w'ith happiness, accompa- 
ny Eusebius into the pulpit; and rcelaiiu the libertine 
irum the slavery of his vices ; disengage the infldcl from the 
ftscination of his prcjudjces ; and so cflcctionally, so pa- 
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thetically invite the whole audience, to partake the unequal- 
ed joys of pure religion, — In all these cases, the air dis- 
tributes every musical variation with the utmost exactness; 
and delivers the speaker’s messages with the most punctual 
^fidelity. Whereas, without thisinternuntio, all would be sul- 
len and unmeaning silence. We should lose both the plea- 
sure and the profit ; neither be charmed with the harmoni- 
ous, nor improved by the articulate accents. 

The air, when vague and unconfined, is so very gentle ; 
that it sports with the most inoffensive wantonness, amidst 
0/)/ielia's locks, and scarce- disadjusts a single curl, But» 
when collected and applied by the contrivance of man, it 
acts with such /trod/g/w/f force; as is sufficient to whirl 
round the hugest wheels, though clogged with the most in- 
cumbering loads. It makes tlie ponderous mill stones move 
as swiftly, as the dancer’s heel : and the massy beams play 
as nimbly, as the musi, dan’s finger. 

If we climb, in speculation, the higlier regions, we find 
an endless succession of clouds, fed by evaporations from 
the ocean. — The clouds are themselves a kind .of ocean, sus- 
pended jn the air with amazing skill. They travel, ia 
detatched parties, and in the quality of itinerant cisterns^ 
round all the terrestial globe. I'hey fructify,- by proper 
communications of moisture, the spacious pastures 
of the wealthy ; and gladden, with no less liberal powers, 
the cottager’s little spot. Nay, so condescending is the be- 
nignity of their great l^ROFRIETOR, that they satisfy the 
desolate, and nmde stround : and cause, in the most uncul- 
tivated wilds, the bud q/ the tender herb to spring foidh *. 

That the natives of the lonely clesart, those savagc> 
savage herds which know no master’s stall, may neverthe- 
less experience the care, and rejoice in the bounty, of an 
all-supporting PARENT. 

How wonderful; that the water, which b much denser 
and far //eaiver than the air, should rise into it; make its 
way through if ; and take a station ifi the very uppermost 
regions of it ! This, one would imagine, were almost as im-,. 
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possible, as for the rivers to run back to their source. Yet 
providence has contrived a way, to render it not only ' prac- 
ticable, but matter of continual occurrence. 

How wonderful j that pendant lakes should be diffused, 
or liquid mountains heaped over our heads ; and both sus- 
tained if) the thinnest darts of the atmosphere ! We little 
think of that surprising expedient, which, without conduits 
of stone, or vessels ot brass, keeps such loads of water in a 
buoyant state. Jofi.and Elihu considered this,' and were 
struck with holy admiration. Dost than hiozv tnh balancings 
oj the clouds ? How such ponderous bodies are mhde to hang 
with an even poise, and hover like the lightest down ? These 
are the wondrous works of HIM, who is perfect in knowledge*. 
He bindefh up the waters in his thick Clouds ; and the Cloud 
though nothing is more loose and fluctuating, becomes, by his 
Almighty order, strong and tenacious as casks of iron j it is 
not rent f under all the weight. 

When the sluices are opened, and the waters descend, 
we might reasonably suspect ; that they would rush down 
in cataracts, more rapid and impetuous, than the mountain 
torrent. Thus would they be dreadfully pernicious. They 
would destroy every thing, where they happened to fall ; 
and leave other parts of the ground, destitute of necessary 
moisture. — Whereas, now, instead of such a disorderly and 
precipitate effusion, they coalesce into globules, and are dis- 
pensed in gentle showers. They are often attenuated into 
tiie smallness of a hair | ; they spread themselves, as if they 
were strained through tlie orifices of the finest wateringpot ; 

iorm ihoss small drops of rain, which the clouds distil 
upon man abundantly \\. I hus, instead of drowning the 
earth, and sweeping away its fruits, they cherish universal 
jiature ; and, in conformity to- the practice of their great 
MASTER, distribute tueir humid stores to men, to animals 
and vegetables, as they are able to bear them §. 


' Job xxxvii. + Job xxvt, 8, 

^ Deut. xxxii. 9 . || Job XXXViu 

^ Mark iv, 33. 
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Besides the reservoirs of water, here are cantoned various 
parties of winds, mild or fierce, gentile cEt boisterous. 
Furnished with breezy wings, to fan the glowing firma- 
ment, and diffuse refreshment on a fainting world: or 
else, fitted to act as an universal besom; and, by sweeping 
the chambers of the atmosphere, to preserve the fine aerial 
fluid free from fecuiencies. Without this wholesome agen- 
cy of the winds, the air would stagnate; would soon be- 
come putrid ; and surrounded us, in the literal sense of the 
words, with darkness that might be felt *. Lmdon, Paris, 
and all the* great cities in the world, instead of being the 
seats of elegance, woyld degenerate into sinks of corrup- 
tion. 

Let the inhabitants of Jamaica or Japan, let the natives 
of Guinea or Peru, express the value of this elementary 
gift. How could they subsist, in those torrid regions with- 
out this best of visitants, the cool diurnal breeze? alas* 
how would their blood boil; how would their spirits fail; 
and their strength be dried tip like a potsherd! without this 
•salutary breeze, the air would be liquid fire'; their hoi^|es 
the residence of fevers; and their clime, as It wetM^je 
ante-chamber to hell. — But the fresh and sprightly?. 
constantly rise with the rising sun; and ply the fan, with- 
out intermission, around both men and beasts. This quali- 
fies and tempers the otherwise intolerable heat; this sheds 
comfort, and supports health; this is, amidst their burning 
abodes, tl.e very balm of life. — Not all the aromatic odours, 
nor all the ambrosial sweets of those fruitful islands, are 
half so agreeable to the taste or the smell, as these gales 
are recreating and grateful to the lungs. And what — Ah ! 
what were all the ivory and the gold of those wealthy con- 
tinents? how dim their lustre! how insignificant their traf- 
fic ! if seperated from this incomparably better commerce 
with the ever-undulating sky I — Yet there is one species of 
commerce, one kind of sacred intercourse, preferable, infi- 
nitely perterable even to those sweet, sovereign, elementary 
refreshments. The church seems to pant and gasp after it, 
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t ' ! THEROiT TO ASRASJO. 

as a thirsty land. Her wants I feel, and her wishes I adopt. 
Awake, 0 north-wind, and come thou south-wind j. come,- 
thou all-reviving, all-ienlivening SPIRIT, and blow upon my 
garden, or rather upon the' poor, parched, barren desart of 
my soul; that the spices, or some savour of righteousness, 
and true holiness, 7nay Jloio out. 

At sea, the winds swell the mariner’s sails, and speed his 
course along the watery way: speed it far more eflectually, 
than a thousand rowers, bending to their strokes, and tug- 
ging at the oar. — ^By land, they perform the office of an im- 
mense seed-man, and scatter abroad the reproductive prin- 
ciples of a multitude of plants ; whigh, (hough the staff of 
life to many animals, are too small for the management, or 
too mean for the attention ot man. GOD bringeth the 
xoinds out of his treasuries* , is a very just and edifying ob- 
servation. Whether we consider it, as a description of his 
absolute and uncontroulable dominion over this potent me- 
teor ; be bringeth s he makelh it to come ; like some tame se- 
quacious animal, which hearkfens to a word, or obeys the 
nod. Or whether we contemplate the welcome and kind- 
ly influence of the meteor itself, on all the face of nature ; 
he bringeth it, not from the armoury, where the weapons 
of vengeance are deposited; but from his treasuries, 
whence proceed the convenient, the beneficial, and the de- 
sirable. 

Here are lightnings stationed. Though dormant at pre- 
sent, they are in act to spring, and launch the livid flame; 
whenever their piercing flash is necessary. Necessary to 
destroy the sulphureous and pestilential vapours; or to dis- 
lodge those floating dregs, which might corrupt the purity 
of the aether, and obscure its more than crystalline transpa- 
rency.- — ^This fiercest of fires {see the stupendous operations 
of JEHOVAH!) is engendered by the coldest ot ele- 
ments. That blazing bolt, which cleaves the forest oaks 
with a stroke; that penetrating flame, which melts the bars 
of steel with a touch; are the offspring of water, and issue 
from the womb of a cloud. HE makejth lightnings*, 
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the inspired philosopher, not as an efflux from the sun ; but 
(amazing association!) as an appendage or concomitant 
for the rain. 

Jn the magnificent arch of the sky, is situate a radiant 
orb, which enlightens the tracts, chears the inhabitants, and 
colours all the productions, of this habitable globe. The 
air, by a singular address in managing the rays, amplifies 
their usefulness: refecting power * augments that heat, 

which is the life of nature; its refracting power prolongs 
that, splendour, which is the beauty of the creation. — ^These 
emanations of light, though formed of inactive matter, yet 
(astonishing apparatus of eternal wisdom I) are refined al- 
most to the subtil/fy of spirit, and are scarse inferior even 
to thought in speed. By which means, they spread them- 
selves, with a kind of instantaneous swiftness, through the 
circumference of a whole hemisphere; ami though they 
fill, wherever they pervade, yet they straighten no place, 
embarrass no one, incumber nothing. 

These give the diamond its brilliancy, and the velvet its 
gloss: to these the chearful eye is obliged for its lively spar- 
kle, and the mode.st cheek for its rosy blush. These, at- 
tending the judicious touches of the pencil, bid the drape- 
ry flow, and the embodied figure rise ; bid the conntenance 
wear the calm serenity of thought ; or be agitated with the 
wild transports of passion. — Without this circumstance. of 
colour^ we should want all the entertainments of vision, 

' and be at a loss to distinguish one thing from another. 
We should hesitate to pronounce, and must take a little 
journey to determine, whether yonder inclosure contains a 
piece of pasturage, or a plot of arable land. We should 
question, and could not very expeditiously resolve, whether 
the next person we meet, be a soldier in his regimentals, or 
.a swain in his holiday-suit? a bride in her ornaments, or a 
widow In her weeds. But colour, like a particular livery, 
characterizes the class, to which every individual belongs. 
It is the label, which indicates, upon the first inspection, its 


♦ The air is acuriou* cov^t, which, without opprestinjd; the inhahitanta of the enrth wlt’\ 
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‘respective quality. It is the ticket, which guides our chuice, 
and directs our hand *. 

The sun, I said, was situate. But is rather itirterant, 
than resident. It passes through the firmament ;and having 
supplied us with light for several hours, carries day into the 
other hemis|>here. What then shall we do, when the foun* 
tain ot light is sealed, or its communications are with-held ? 
— -A supply is provided, Tlie stars appear, like thousands 
nf flaming torches. Chiefly the moon, at certain seasons 
succeeds to the office of furnishing us with the welcome 
blessing. — But the moon is a dark body. How then can 
it impart, what it does not possess ? Providence, infinitely 
rich in contrivances, has found out a metiiod. Than which 
nothing can be more simple, yet nothing more effectual. 
The moon, being at a proper distance, receives and reflects 
the rays of the sun. Which are so strong in themselves, 
that they reach, even in thejr reverberated direction, as far 
as our globe. Yet are rendered, by this reflection, soft and 
gentle. Insomuch, that they afford us a most commodious 
and chearing illumination ; such as qualifies the horrors ot 
darkness without any dimunition of its composing nature, 
and sodoriferous influence. — Thus the sun lightens us, by 
the intervention of the moon, when he is departed many 
degrees beyond our sight. 

We have cursorily surveyed the tipper rooms of our great 
habitation, and taken a turn along the ground-Jioor ; if we 
descend into the subterraneous lodgments, the cellars of the* 
stately structuie, we shall there also find the most exquisite 
contrivance, acting in concert with the most profuse good- 
ness. Here are various minerals, of sovereign efficacy in 
inedcine. Which rectify the vitiated blood, and quicken 
the languid spirits ; which often kindle the fading bloom in 
the virgin’s complexion, and reinvigorate the enfeeble arm 
of manhood. Here are beds fraught with metals of the 

richest value. From hence come the golden treasures, 

from hence the silver stores, which are the very life of 


* This 1 liclicve mggt.st9 the true sense of those noble sitnilrtudcil) used by the divinfr"’ 
speaker. It is turned as clay to the seal, and they stand as a garmeitt; The earth and al» 
iti pioducuoas receive, from th© rising both colour aud beauty. 
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traffic ; and circulate through the body pdlifie, as the vital 
fluid through animal frame. Which in the refining hand 
of charity, are feet to the lame, and eyes to the and 

make the vyidow’s ear sing for joy. 

Here are mines, which yield a metal of meaner aspect, 
but of a firmer cohesion, and of superior usefulness. A 
’metal, that constitutes almost all the implements, with which 
art and industry execute their various designs. Without the 
assistance of business would be reduced to the lowest 
ebb ; commerce would feel her wihgs clipped ; and every 
species of mechanic skillj either utterly fail, or be miserably 
baffled, "^^ithout the. assistance of iron, it would be almost 
impossible to rear the steady mast, to display the dari. g can- 
vas, or drop the faithful anchor. Destitute of this ever- 
needful commodity, we should have no plow to furrow the 
soil, no shuttle to traverse the loom, scarce any ornament 
for polite, or any utensil for ordinary life. 

Here is an inexliaus’fed fund of combustible materials f, 
w’hich supply the whole nation with fu^l. 't hese present 
their ministrations in the kitchen^ and yielding themselves 
as aliment to the flame, render our food both 'palatable and 
healthy. — These offer tlieir service at the turgcj and, with 
their piercing heat, mollify the most stubborn bars, till they 
become pliant to the stroke of the hammer — The foa/f pour 
themselves likewise into, the glass-houses. They rage, 
amidst those astonishing furnaces, with irresistible but use- 
ful fierceness, 'fhey liquify even the obdurate flint, and 
make the most rigid substances far nu>re ductile, than the 
softest clay, or iIk. melting w’ax : make them obsequious 
'not only to the lightest touch, but to the impressions of our 
very breath, 

iiy ibis means, we are furni.shed, and from the coarsest 
ingredients, with one of the most curious and valuable ma- 
nufactures in tlie w^orld. ■ A mamifactu''e, which transniits 
the light and warmth of the sun into our houses j yet ex- 

■ ' Ee 


f As fot thc^rthi fays Job, out of it comeih bread* CoT», vc^cublcs, whatever 
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clodes the anripyant^ of the rains, and the •violence ot the 
winds. Which |;ives eyes to decrepit dge, Atid '^tly 
‘klbre ^nltirged Vie'vts'to philosophy ‘anii science. Whidft 
leads up the astronomer’s discernment, even* to the salellUit 
of satu^n ; and carries dotvn the naturalist’s observation, as 
far as the animalthle race : bringing near what is immensely 
remote, and making visible what, to our unassisted sight, 
would be absolutely imperceptible. 

We have ailso, when both sun and moon withdraw 'their 
shining, art expedient to supply their place. We can cre- 
ate an arli/icidl’Azy in our rooms,' and prolong pur studies, 
or pursue our business, under its chearing influence. Wifh 
beaming tapers and ruddy fires, we chase the darkness, 
and mitigate * the cold ; we cherish conversation, and cul- 
tivate the social spirit. We render those very intervals of 
time, some of the most delightful portionsof our life,' which, 
otherwise would be a joyless and unimproving void. 

These obscure Caverns are the birth-place of the most 
sparkling gems ; of oni/x-sfones s of glistering stoTtes, and all 
manner oj precious stones . Which, when tiiccly polished, 
advantageously set, and prodigal ot their lustre, stand can- 
didates for a place on the royal crown, or a seat on the vir- 
tuous fair one’s breast. I Will not, with our men of gal- 
lantry say, they emulate the living brilliancy of her eyes i ra- 
ther they serve as a foil, to set off the beauties ofher accom- 
plished mind, and amiable conversation. Whose price, ac- 
cording to the unerriug estimate of inspiration, is superior 
to sapphires, is far above these shining rarities, 

extracted from the cabinets of the earth, are an ornainent 
to some, are they notan incitement to all? All who have 
Vead tifose animating and glorious words; the}^ shall bemihe 
saiih the LORD, in the day when I makeup m}/jeicels\. 

Here are quarries, stocked with stones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweler’s ware, but much more eminently' be- 


♦ r hardly for^Kiar tMoscrihln ^ the grateful and pIou»i remark, which Sdctifes mtk<| 
hn this octnsion, demonsrtautig, irom the advatitUgcoui and cowtitutlois « 

aidui^rnt care tur man><iiiu » 
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Heficial. Which, whcn properly ranged, aO'^. CQmmented 
with a, tenacious mortar, form the convenientabodes! of peace 
and build tbe> strongest fortification^ of war descending 
us from the inclemencies of the weather, and, the more forV 
midahle as^uUs of our enemies. These constitute the ar- 
ches of the bridge, which convey the traveler, with perfect- 
security, over the deep and rapid stream ; enabling both 
man and horse to. pass, with ea$y intercourse, from one bank 
of the broadest river to another. These give us the rocky gir-' 
dies of our quays, and strengthen the arms, the stupendous 
arms of the mole : which stretch themselves far into the. 
ocean; curb the impetuosity of the, surge ; and sk;reen the 
helpless bark, y^ile terapestous waves, like a savage disap?^ 
pointed of its prey, foam, and roar, and rage around. 

These stony treasures ate comparatively soft, while they 
continue in l>owel$ of the earth ; but acquire an increas- 
■ ing hardness, exposed tg the open air. W^as this remarkable 
peculiarity reversed wbat difficulties .would attend the labours 
of the mason ? His materials could not be extracted from 
their beds nor fashioned for his purpose, without Infinite toil. 
Suppose his work completed, it could not long withstand 
tlie fury of the dements; but insensibly naoulderi ng, or in-i 
cessantly denying, would elude the expectations of the 
owner ; perhaps, might prove an immature grave, instead of a 
durable dwelling. 

Here are vast layers of clay. Which however contemp', 
tible in its appearance, is abundantly more advarita^feous 

• than the rocks of diamond, or the veins of gold. 1 his is. 
moulded, with great expedition and ease, into vessels of any 
shape, .aud of almost every size. Some, so delicately 
tiwt they compose the elegant and ornamental furniture, for 
the tea-table of a princess. Otliers, so remarkably cheapo 
that they are ranged op the shelves, and minister at the meals, 
t)f the peasant. All so perfectly npat, that no liquid takes 

* the least taint, nor the nicest palate any disgust, from their 
cleanly services. The CREATOR, who never torgets and; 
never neglects even the meanest of the people, has distri- 
«buted this most necessary kind of earth in the greatest abun- 
dance. It is found in every countrj , almost in every fi^fcl. 
ll ' l^es near the surface, Rndis obtained with little lacour. 
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and with very little expencc. Thus hath thou, O GOD, 
of rhy goodness, prepared tor the poor; 

: A rault i'plicity of other stores, are locked up by providence, 

. in these ample vaults. The key of all is committed to the 
management of industry ; with free permission to produce 
each particular species, as necessity shall demand, or pru- 
dence direct. 

Which shall we more admire, the bountiful heart, the^ li- 
beral hand, or the all-discerning eye of our great CREA- 
TOR? How’^ observable, how admirable is the prccuulion, 
in removing these useful but cumbrous wares, from the su- 
perficies ; and stowing them, in t^roper repositories or lum- 
ber-rooms, beneath our feet ! — Were they scattered over the 
surface, the ground would be choaked and enibarassed with 
the enormous heaps. Our roads would be blocked up, and 
scarce any portion left free for the operations of husbandry. 
-> — Were thev buried extremely deep, or, sunk to the centre 
of the globe, it will cost us immense pains to procure them ; 
or to rather, they would be quite inaccessible . — Were they 
uniformly spread into a pavement for nature ; the trees 
could not strike their roots, nor the herbs shoot theirblades 
,but universal sferilify must ensue. — Whereas, by their pre- 
sent disposition they furnish with a magazine of metal- 
lic, trhhout causing any diminution of our vegetable trea- 
sures. Fosils of every splendid and serviceable kind enrich 
the bowels, while bloom and verdure embellish the face of 
the earth. 

So judicious is the arrangement of this grand edifice ! So 
bcneficient the destination of is whole furniture * ! In 
which all is regulated with consummate skill, and touched 
into the highest perfection. All most exactly ’ adapted to 
the various intention of j)rovidence, and the manifold exi- 
gencies of mankind. ■ Supplying eoepy want, we can feel j 
and gratifying every wish, we can form. 

Insomuch, that the wiiole system affords a favourite to- 
pic of praise, even to those distinguished beings, 'kYio stand 
cn the sea oj i^lass, and have the harps of GOD in their 


- ^ No rinttrc is taken of the orean, tn this I'ttle jentrolhof .wealth; because d 

sketch is given of that ^ecepl^clc amd iu princij^ icrvtceiH in letter 
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hands. They lift their voice and sing, great and matvehnis 
are thy works, O LORD GOD almighty*! — And is there 
not reason, my Aspasio would say, infinite reason, for us to 
join this triumphant choir? adding gratitude to our Wonder, 
and love to our hallelujahs? since all these things are to us, 
not merely objects of contemplation, but sources of accotn* 
modation ; not only a majestic spectacle, bright with the 
display of our CREATOR’S wisdom, but an inestimable 
gift, rich with the emanations ot his goodness. The earth 
hath he set before the inhabitants of glory, but the earth 
hath he given to the the children of men f — Having given 
Us ourselvlts ; given us a world ; has he not a right, a most 
Unquestionable yght,"to make that tender demand? my son, 
give me thy h^jcns . 

Shall I add another passage? which, viewed with any 
but tlie last paragraph, will be like the head oj gold, emi- 
nent and conspicuous mfeet of iron and day. It is taken 
from the finest philosoip’hical oration, that ever was made. 
I never read it, but with a glow of delight, and with im- 
pressions of awe. It is, in short, inimitably spirited and 
sublime.' — You think, perhaps, I act an impolitic part, in be- 
ing so lavish of my praise; and that the quotation must suf- 
fer, by such an aggrandizing introddetion. But 1 am un- 
• der no apprehensions of this kind. Forbear to be delight- 
ed, if you can ; cease to admire, if you can ; when you 
hear OMNISCIENCE itself declaring, that, on sight of 
this universal fabric, emerging out of nothing. The Mo-^jv- 
ING Si'ars sank together, and all the Sons of GOD 
SHOUTED FOR JoY .§ —The System was so graceful, so mag- 
nificent, and, in all respects, so exquisitely, finished ; that 
the most accomplislied intelligences were charmed, were 
transported. They knew not how to express themselves 
on the great occasion, but in shouts of exultation, and songs 
of praise. Is it possible for imagination to conceive an 
encomium, so just, so high, so beautifully noble ! — am sur^ 
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i;i^uch.,djericac]r, apd majesty, of scsntiment, any- 
rainpm^t be intolerably ftsU } uale^s you will ex- 
this, onn. profession, that I am, with the most cordial 
8i^oerity>, 


Inviolably Yours, 


THERON. 
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*' ASPASIO to tHERdX^ 

HEAll TKEROU, 

If you Writfi. with'suih 'a ’vidw, and frdm ]tu6b*ii 
^taoiive.as are'mentioned'm your last, «xpect no inai^fike 
tt?z7/ offerings from my pen. In this' instance, I ^hall thliik 
it my duty to be covetous. -I shalt ^ct the m«ef Out of prin- 
ciple ; and hardly persuade myself to part with a‘ single line, 
till it is become an undeniable ddbt. ‘I must turn your 
ovm artifice on yourself ; and lay you under a necesrity of 
obliging entertaining, and edifying by your correspondente* 
For, give me leave to assure you, thit I am 'always de- 
' lighted, and always improved by your epistles. They shew 
me a multitude of beauties in the creation, vvhich I would 
not otherwise have discerned. They point out the infinkc 
pow'er, the unsearchable wisdom, and the charmingly riili 
goodnessof the glorious MAKER- Such a philosophy, turns 
all natnre into a school of instruction and is no contempti- 
ble hand-maid to true religion. It makes every object a -step, 
better than a golden step, to raise both our knowledge ’arid 
our afFeCtion to the adorable and immortal CAUSE of ill. 
Engaged in such speculations,' Vve cry out' with the psahnfStj 
O LORD our governor, how excellent is thy name -ia 'Cll 
the earth*- 
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: ^ is but one circutustance wanting, to complete the 
ffifeasure, which I receive from your observations. The 
! sim, you tebk notice, is the grand ornament of the magni- 
: £cent systetrik '|'hat which gives colour and form, the come- 
ly aspect arid graceful distinction, to all material objects.— 
This the bodily eye perceives and acknowledges. Bot to 
the intdiettuai and believing eye, the sun of righteousness 
is a much grander, and no less necessary ornament. This 
adorns the universe, and communicates a glory to every ob- 
ject }. as it manifests,' in the clearest brightest manner, all 
the perfections of the GODHEAD. But, to this lower 
world , it gives a very peculiar lu.stre. — A p^for peasant 
reckons it the highest honor to his cottage^bat it has once 
lodged a prince, or accommodated a monarch. With in- 
finitely greater reason may these elementary abodes glory, 
that they have accommodated, not for a single night, but for 
many years the LORD of Heaven. 'I'bat the KING of 
Kings, was their tenant even from his birth in the stable, to 
his death pn the cross. 

Yes, Theron ; it is the greatest glory of this air, that it fur- 
nished IMMANUEI.^ith breath. Yonder sun may boast 
that it shone upon his foot-steps. That ground j cumbrous 
as if is, might even leap for joy, that it bore so divine a guest. 
And all the elements may clap their hands, that they have the 
privilege of administering to his nourishment. — As to us 
men, it is our most honorable distinction, and should be our 
continual triumph, that HE lived and died amongst us ; yea 
lived and died for us. I'hat having united our nature to 
himself, he has carri ed it into the Heaven of Heavens. 
Where it shines, with transcendent majesty and beauty, as the 
eternal ornament of creation of GOD. — hlethinks, therefore 
this noble and delightful consideration, should intermingle 
itself wdth all our contemplations, on the works of nature. 
Just as the beams of the sun intermingle their light, with 
dll the regions of the firmament j and diffuse their heat over 
all the face of the earth. 

While I am roving heedlessly along, your remarks often 
interpose, like some intelligent faithful monitor, who claps 
bis hand upon my breast, and says ; stand stilly and considev 
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t/i& toondrous tvQtks of GOD*. — Wlllirigli^I ^ ac’- 
monitipn, THie Christian ma)^, with pecutfefi coS,pilpc;encv', 
considet this grand theatre ot wonders, this cppiptis , nw 
zine of blessings. Because conscious of an . interest ijii JE- 
SUS, he has a right to call them all his oion •{•i He may 
look round upon present things; he may look forward un-, . 
to future things ; and, trusting in his SAVlOUR’s merit, may 
confidently say — “not one only, but both these worlds are, 
“ mine. By virtue of my RIEDEEMEIUs righteousness, 

“ I have a covenant-right to the necessary accommodations . 
“ of this lif^; and on the same unshaken footing, I stand 
“ intitled to the inconceivable felicity of a better”. 

Surely then iT'itiust be as pleasing an emplo\', to examine 
the validity of our title to future things, as to estimate the va« , 
lue of our present possessions. You have executed the one. 
Let me attempt the other. — An attempt, never unseasona-. 
ble, now particularly proper. Since it is expresly required 
by your pen, and suggested by the very subject of your 
epistle. Especially, as 1 look upon the justifying righte- 
ousness, to be^no less the peculiar worksmanship and gift of. 
GbD, than the scenes of creation and the productions of 
nature. And as 1 would fain h.nve every thing that is beau-* 
tiful, every thing that is magnificent in this visible system, 
serve as a foil to our REDEER ER’s glory ; to the glory of 
his person, and the importance of that service, which he has 
performed for sinners. 

. You have surveyed material nature. — It appears to be a 
fair and stately mansion. For the purposes, W'hich it is in- 
tended to answer, completely furnibhed, and completely fi- 
nished. Is not our SAV'’10UR’s o6ed/mr, the provision 
made for indigent and guilty souls, equally rich and equally 
perfect?— Since this is everlasting and immutable j since the 
Other is transient and perishable ; doubtless we may argui^ 
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i^tli the Ju^lOtiS ^jStj^tie : Jf tttdi which is to be dotw axvaj/^ 
yiifich vnli $^h«iC!Ofi%ned over to dtj^solution, » glorious i 
'^uch ntore tkM ^ichifemaineth, Vrhose blessed eiFeicts con-^ 
f itjue to eteiiii^ kies,' is glorious *. 

We are, cV^ ptie, as an imclean thing f. Our 'leif na* 
tdre is coinikhibated. Even sanctification, though it des- 
tirbys the rkigoing, does not wholly supersede the pollntirig 
pdwer # iniquity. So that whatever graces we exercise, 
WBjatev^ duttek Wi^^ perform (like rays of light transmitted 
thfotigh coloured glass, or like generous wine streaming 
from a defiled cask) they receive some impropjpr tinge, or 
contract some debasing taint. But CflRIST was entirely 
ft^ from this innate contagion. He had'^ corrimt bias 
t()^dn' his will, nor any irregular tendency in his afiections^ 
Being thus free from original corruption, he did no sittf 
neither was guile found in hiS inouth\. Not one vain ima- 
gination passed through his mind, tior breathed the slight- 
est stain upon his thoughts. All his words were irreproach- 
able, ahd ever^ action blamelesS.^The most accomplished 
among the children of men, when surprised in some un-i 
guarded monitent, or a^ulted on some weak st^, have 
^ been betrayed into error, or hurried into sin. Even Moses 
spkifee unadvisedly 'with his lips > and Aaron, the saint of 
the iXjRD, warped to idolatfous practices. They were 
Iflec soihe stagnating Luke i in which, the dregs being sub- 
sided, the waters appear clean ; but when stirred by temp- 
tation, or agitated by affliction, the sediment rises, and the . 
pool is discoloured. Whereas, CHRIST may he compared 
td 0. fountain, that is all transparency, and pure to the very 
bottom: %hich, however shaken, however disturbed, isrto- 
fhihg but fidid crystal •, permanently and unalterably clear. 

‘’ It was a small thing for the blessed JESUS, to be infiu- 
eiiced by no dicpraved propensity. He was bom in a state 
: conjugate rectitude i and from the firit moment of hist* 

^ll^g in flesh, was adorned with all the beautie» ^ holt 
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ness. HOLI^TJ!^ TQ T^E LORD was inscr'^bed, n(?t 
on the wwVre, but on iht heart, and interwovfen with the 
^ery iiatfifc of o}^ PIGH-PRIBST. Therefore he 
is styled J?y itbe angelic harbinger of his birth, THAT HO- 
LY THING In the prophecy ot the dipi- 

lyof our REDEEMER’S person, and the perfection of his 
obedience, are displayed by the similitude of a fto/ief* 
corated with tlie most exquisite engraving. Wrought, not 
iby Baxakel or Aholiab, though divinely inspired artists, but 
hy the. finger of JEHOVAH himself; and more highljr 
finished, .than it is possible for human skill to equal, eiTnd- 
jnan thought to eonedve. 

The whole tenoux of our LORD’S conduct, was a Jivin^g 
exemplification of piety and morality, in their most cx^f^ 
S'ive -brancLes, and most arniable forms. Saints of the hip- 
est attainnients have fallen short of the glory .of GOD; 
have been far from .reaching the exalted standard of his 
precepts. But CM/6T failed into no point; CHRIST 
came short in no degree.— -We formerly observed the great 
sublimity, and vast extent of the divine law. -'Ihat, before 
.the (tribunal pt OOD, nothing will pass for righteousness, 
hut a complete conformity to this' most perfect rule. From 
whence appears the utter impossibility of our justification, 
on account of any duties performed by ourselves. How 
should we rejoice then to .contemplate our vicarious righ- 
teousness! that which is introduced by our condescending 
.SURETY! 

JESUS CHRIST, the surety for us insolvent wretches, 
iinade himself subject to this law. And though, in its 
i^reatenings, the condemning power of sin is set in terrible 
array; though, in Us commands, tl^e very perfection of obe- 
dience is most peremptorily insisted on ; be asked no miti- 
gation of its severity, nor any abatement of its demands* 

Lo J come, said he, to .pay ^he uttermost farthing of 
•*'* .'debt, to do evory Jot and tittle of the duty. 

Jus j;igbteQUsness, arising to view, from .the severest trial, 
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i the exactest rule, m%h4 like gold from the furnace,, shine 
ijrwith all possible lustye. 

His righleousne^ flowed from .those best of principles, 
supreme love to GOD, and unfeigned affection to men. 
Beginning at these two sources, let us trace our LORD’S 
obedience, through some little part of its illustrious pro- 
gress,— If, as we proceed, we are enabled to see that just 
owe, perhapSi we .shall no. longer be offended or surprised, 
at the first and great command of the gospel. This is his 
commandment, which has the precedence to all others, that 
'? we should believe on the name of his son JESU^ CHRIST*. 

Not, that we should do any thing to ol)t^^l_ire, but that we 
Vi^ould believe on his beloved SON ; and live by what HE, 
the blessed sub.siltiite for sinners, has done. 

His delight in GOD was conspicuous, even from his 
early years. The sacred solemnities of the sanctuary, were 
more engaging to his youthful mind, than all the entertain- 
ments of a festival. — When he entered upon his ministry, 
zchok nights were not too long for his c^ious devotions. 
The lonely retirements of the desart, as affording opporlu* 
. nity for undisturbed communion with GOD, were more 
liesirable to CHRISl’, than the applauses of an admiring 
■ world. 

So ceaseless and transcendent was his. love tp GOD, 
that he never sought any separate pleasure of his ownj 
but always did those things, which were pleasing in his FA- 
THER’S sight, JlTst ye not, that I must be about my. 
FATHEK^’s was the rule of his childhood, and 

' the leadiug maxim of his whole life. In doing this, he 
took unspeakable satisfaction ; in doing this, he was abso- 
lutely indefatigable. It was /its meat and drink, refreshing 
f , ns the richest food, delightful as royal dainties, to finish the 
f '^eerkt/iat was given him to c/of. . „ 

filfef irlow wakeful and jealous w,as his concern for tl^ dlvinS 
I hfkipr l I hear the vilest rcprtMches cast upon his’Pivn cha- 
racter; 1 see the most horrid indignities offered to hU own 
y person. Yet no resentful emotion reddens in his cheek; 
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not one angry syllable starts from, hjs mouth. But whW 
-jnerceoary wretches profane the temple, and turn the home 
of prayer into a den of thieves; then Ms generous bosom 
throbs with zeal ; then he makes his tongue like a shirb 
sword ; and having first severely rebuked, afterwards reso- 
lutely expels, the sacrilegiuos intruders. -ludeed his zeal 
for the house ot the LORD and for the purity of his ordi 
nances, is represented by the evangelical historian, as eat- 
ing him up *. Like a heavenly name, glowing in his 
breast, it sometimes fired him with a graceful imagination * 
sometime* melted him into godly sorrow; always broke 
forth and b$erte;birself in a variety ot vigorous efforts ; till 
it even consumed his vital spirits. ’ 

So active and unremitted was the obedience of the bles- 
sed JESUS, that the sun did not enter upon his morning 
race with a more constant assiduity, nor disfiatch his daily 
circuit with greater expedition. And sure 1 am, that radi- 
ant luminary never dispensed beams, halt so brii^ht, or a 
thousandth part so behe'fieial.— Short was his span,%ut how 
gtand and extensive were his services. So grand, that they 
biing more glory to GOD, than all the administrations of 
prbvidence, and all the phoenomena of nature. So exten- 
sive that they spread, in their gracious efficacy, to the ends 
of the earth, and to the closing period of time. Nay, they 
will diffuse their blessed influence even to the celestial 
world, and have no other limits bf their duration than the 
ages of eternity. 

Who can declare the charity of JESUS CHRIST.? It 
ardent: it was unintermitted: it was unbounded. 


was 


' 

lliough always serene and serious, he was never sullenly 
grave. His conversation was affability itself, and the law 
of kindness dwelt on his lips. What fretted and chragin- 
ed the disciples, made not the least ruffling impression on 
their LORD. The rude and troublesome behaviour of 
,^mer the weak and impertinent talk of others, served on, 
ly td display the unalterable mildness of his temper, ' 
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who rose upon a wfetched world, WHK healing under tali 
Winga I ^¥^10 distributed, far and near, tha unspeakably rieht 
gifts of knowledge and holiness, of feinporal happiness and> 
eternal joy. 

Nor were these righteous acts hiS Strange Work, biit his 
tdpeatfid, his hourly hisalmost ittcessctnt employ. Sometime^ 
we hear him preaching in the temple, or publishing bis glad 
tidings in the synagogues. Sometimes, we seehim surroutt^ 
ded with listening crbuds, in a private house ; or bringtnjg 
forth the good things of his gospel ori the deck of a ^tpi- 
At Other tipries, he takes a mountain for his pulpit ;the hear 
yens are his'^^oundidg-board ; and all that hath ears id heair 
are invited to be his audience. — “ He preached holiness, 

says an ingenious writer, to men’s eyes no less than tlniiir 
** ears.” — Yes ; his whole life was a continual lecture offhe 
sublimest piety, of the most refined morality, ot virtue tru- 
ly divine. And whiclTis to us the crowning eircumstance,- 
alf this Was not barely for our intithation, but our justifica-’ 
tiott also. To be a lovely and inviting model tor the first f 
to be a sure and immoveable ground for the last. 

Does he lay aside his solemn office ? It is only to carry oil 
the same generous design in a more condescending and fa- 
miliar manner. If he meets with the Pharisees, he disci^ 
verS their error, and reproves their vices j he confutes tfeif 
objection's, and (in case they are not absolutely tnaccesibfo 
to wise counsel) rectifies their mistakes. If he Vouchsafe* 
to be present at a feast, he furnishes the richest part of thtf 
treat. Honey and inilk are vnder hi tongue .* He incul*’ 
cates lowliness of mind on the vain ; f recommends da** 
interested charity to the selfish J ; and promises pardon to 
the weeping penitent |. — Is he retired from other company,) 
and attended only by his own family ? His Conversation ^ 
, a sertnon. AVhether he sit in the inner chamber, or travel 
the. public road, or walk through the corn-fields* he U; 
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B |i prosecuting his great work : training up his disciples toi* 
eir sacred function; and revealing to them those oracle^ 
heaven, which they may communicate to remote nations, 

[ and transmit to distant ages. — rls he retired from all compa- 
ny ? Even then he does not discontinue his labours of love* 
but adds the fervent intercessions of tiie night, to the chari- 
table toils of the day. When all but hiaiselt, lay sunk, in soft 
repose* this ADVOCATE for a guilty world, was engaged 
in an exercise of benevolence; which, though secret and 
unobserved as the falling dews, was tar more beneficial to 
our best interests, than those pearly drops to the languish- 
ing herbs. ^ / 

, Uhparalleled benignity ! forgot his daily food, neg- 
his necessary rest, to spend and be spent for the sal- 
vation of mankind, Neither the hardsnips of continual 
self-denial, nor the calumnies of envenomed tongues, could 
divert him from pursuing this favourite business. — He 
sought none of your honours, coveted none of your re* 
wards, O ye children- of men! what he sought, wLat he co- 
veted, was, to wear out his life in your service, and lay it 
down for your ransom. This was all his desire, and this 
Indeed he desired earnestly.— He longed (beneficent, bless- 
BEING I) he longed for the fatal hour. He severely 
rebuked ope of his disciples, who would have dissuaded 
hjitb from going as a voluntier to the cross. He was even 
strmiened*-, under a kind of holy uneasiness, till the dread- 
ful work was accomplished; till he was baptised loith the 
baktism his suJeriJigs, bathed in blood, and plunged in 

i By this meritorious obedience and death, what did 
deserve? what did he not, procure? he procured 
; |^a»e inestimable blessings, the pardon of sin, and recim- 
iiallation with GOD. Procured them (O! love unmerited 
niid,inmcasurable!) for prodigals, for traitors, for rebels.—* 
To tbisit is pvtflng, that we, who were enemies against 
j ^OD, may call the KING of heaven our father; may 
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have free access to him in all our rlilliculiics j and may 
hope to reign with him in everlasting giuiy. 

as ever goodness like fliis goodness? were ever bless- 
ings comparable to these blessings? or purchased with 
such a price? — Hide, hide your diminished h.-ads, ye little 
transitory donations of silver and gold. 'Fhc nciics of a 
thousand mines, bestir, ved to feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked, are the most coutempti'ole triilcs, if mentioned 
with the charity of the tcjchin^, and heatin':;, the 
JhSUS. Kingdoms given away in alms, it viewed w th 
this infinitely noble beneficence, would make just the same 
figure, as a spark fronj the summer-hearth, under the po- 
tent and boLindlcss'bl.ize of noon. — 'l.'his is indeed love that 
passeth knowledge. * 

Amidst all tlicse miracles of magnificence and of love 
(.any one of which would have intitled him to universal ad- 
miration, and cvcrlasting.iionor) how humble was our S \- 
VIOUR! he ascribes nothing to himself. Ills F.VnilcR. 
has the glory of all his marvelous acts. Olnimilitv — \d.-tue 
dear to the most high GOD, and peculiarly amiable iu men 
— never didst thou appear in so char.ning a dres.;, • r so 
striking a light. 

At his birth, not accommodated with an impv-rial palace. 
Or a bed of stale; but lodged in a stable, an-i l.ud in a 
marigcr. As he advanced in years, not attended with a i m;al 
equipage, or supplied from a royal revenue; but labouring 
with his own hands, and earning his I'O'ad bv tbe .sweat of 
his brow — -When he entered ujion hi.^ ministerial oiiice, 
not the least ostentatious parade apepcared, in the perform- 
ance of all his wonderful works, ibs manner was as tnod- 
est, as his power w^as miraculous. S > tar, s i very far fr m 
affecting the acclamations of the j)opulace, that he ouen 
imposed silence on those unspeakably in lehtcd lips, wi uh 
■were eager to overflow with praise, and would fain have 
been the trumpets of his lame. 
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Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him, the BE- 
’I JLOVED of his almighty FATHER} he disdained not to 
/own tlie ignoble character of the Carpenter's * Son " 
iTiougli PRINCE of the kings of the earth, he condescend- 
ed to wash the feet of mean fishermen, and to be Ibis^ 
zoorld, as one that serve(lf\. Though PROPRIETOR of 
the universe, and LORD of all, he was «ontent to be more 
destitute than the fowls of the air, or the foxes of the de>- 
artj; iiiore destitute (astonishing abasement!) than the 
most insignificant and most bated animals. 

Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of supe- 
rior regard. Consequently, gives a is^cner ^ge to every 
affront, and renders the mind more tenderlv sensible of eve- 
ry disrespect. But our LORD’s meekness was as great as 
his dignity ; and that, through a series of such nusiij'erable 
provocations, as were equaled by nothing, but the trans- 
cendent perfections of h>s person, and the sweetness of I’.is 
forgiving grace. 

When rediculed aitd affronted, he calmly bore, and kind- 
ly overlooked the insult. — When contradicted by petulant 
and presumptuous sinners, he endured, with the utmost sere- 
nity of temper, their unreasonable cavils, and their obsti- 
sate jtreversness. — When his invitations, his most endear- 
ing invitations, w'cre ungratefully and stubbornly rejected} 
instead of reinitting, he renewed them; and, with still 
wanner affection, importuned his hearers, not to forego 
their own felicity. — When all the winning arts of persuasi-_ 
bn were ineffectual, he added his tears to his .slighted in- 
treatics; and lamented as a bioffier, when scorntully re- 
pulsed as a teacher. 

When his bloody sweat tinged the stones; when his bit- 
ter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to awaken 
the very rocks into compa,,sion; his disciples slept; stupid- 
ly slept. Did their divine but slighted M ASl’ER reseitt 
the unkindness? did he reiuse to admit an excuse for their 
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disobedience and neglect ? yea, he made their excuse ; and 
that the most tender and gracious imaginable ; (he spirit is 
Killing, but the flesh is ivcak *, Admirable, matchless cand- 
our! — When his enemies had nailed him to the cross, as the 
basest slave, and most flagitious malefactor; when they 
were glutting their malice, with his sorrows, his torments, 
and his blood ; nay, when they spared not to insult and re- 
vile him, even in his last expiring agonies; far, vet y far 
from being exasperated, this HERO of heaven repaid all 
their contempt and barbarity, witli the most fervent suppli- 
cations in their behalf. FATHER, forgive them, was his 
pra) er : for, they knpw not what they do f, was his plea. 
i)ivine, adorattle cOmpassion ! 

Nor was his resignation less exemplary than his meek- 
ness. He went out to meet afflictions, when thev came in 
his FATHER’S name, and commissioned from his FA- 
THER’S hand. He gave, without the least reluctance, his 
back to the smiters, and hid not his face from shame and 
spitting. Though his soul, his very soul was' penetrated 
with the keenest sensations of anguish ; yet, no impatient 
thought discomposed his mind, no murmering word forced 
its way from his bps. FATHER, not my will, but thine 
be done was his language ; when, the sorrows ot death 
compassed him, and pains, inexpressibly severer than the 
pangs of dissolution, came upon him. “ When they gaped 
“ upon him with their mouth, and smote him upon the 
“ cheek reproachfully. Wiien his fece was foul with spit- 
“ ting, and on his eye-lids was the shadow of death. 
“ When GOD delivered him to (he ungodly, and turned 
“ him over into the hands of the wicked. Yea, when 
“ the ALMKtHTY set him for ilic mark of his arrows, 
“ and brake him with breach upon breach. Vvhen the 
“ weapons of his wrath cleft his very reins asunder, and 
“ pomed his gall upon the earth.” Ami;lst_ all this dis- 
tress, though ex([iiisite and inconceivable, he sinned not by 
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the least irrcgul'ir perturbation ; but bowed his submissive 
;ltead, and kissed the divine rod, and blessed his very niur- 
;derers, 

A famous poet has celebrated mm of Ross: another 
ingenious pen has celcbrat^'d the man of Bath : O ! that wc 
may admire, exto], and magnify the MAN oj Nazareth ! O ! 
that every tongue may speak of his honor, till heaven and 
earth rcsouiKl with l)is prai'^e. — Here, ye writers ot genius, 
l.erc is a theme worthy ol your hnesl perceptions, and more 
than equal to vour most enlarged capacities. Let imagina- 
tion spread her boldest wing ; let description select her 
brightest colours; let eloquence lavisli^Il her stores ; it wall 
be impossilde to exceed, while the Mall, of K^azartlh is the 
subject of vour songs. In him dwells all the ialness ot per- 
fecliorK Ifi bin?, the wl^de choir of (U five and passive vir- 
tues .do Hind anU shine ; abound it^'» tho ricliest variet\, anU 
shiiiu' witii tile hl^lie>t ! J^t^e Infinitely surpas->‘ing that cu- 
riou.-> V nhlaye o'f costh gems, which studded the Aronk 
breast-plate'* ; and, as ^'ir as earthly tilings can represent 
heav^edy, typefieCt the spl uwlor and excellency of our RE- 
D F el M }\ r'd s r ! e 1 1 1 e o u s f 1 e ss . 

t > 

li. a!! fiiis, lic actecl and he suffered, as GOD’s righteous 
scrvaiu, and as liis people’s riglUeous surety: — By all this, 
he fidlilcd every jot and tittle of the divine iaw; nay, he 
more than fulliled, he magnified it. He gave it, sublime 
and extensive as it is, ^ood measure, ()r(‘sscd doreii, and sliit~ 
ken lo^edier, emd running aeerf- — Sliali you or I then say, 
or so much as su-pict in oiir hearts? “ CHlUSd' has not 
“ d.Tp.e enough. Ail this is not sufficient for our justifica- 
“ tion, unless we conipkti’ it withsomething of our own?” 

He defied the most vigilant of his enemies to convince 
him n| sin or delect. — V tar more sagacious adversary than 
the Scribes and Phari-ecs, could detect no blemish, no error, 
in our LORD JLSUS. The prince of this world, that in- 
fernal ty rant, who had <leceiven and enslaved all nations of 
the ca;thj came and found nothing in him ^ ; not the least 

xitviii. i;, ) 3 , ig, so. ' + Luke vi. 38/ 

'fy'" 
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corruption in bis nature, nor the least failure in his obedi- 
ence. — Nay ; that accuser of the brethren, notwithstanding 
all his malignity, couhl not but acknowledge the unspotted 
sanctity ot <<ur LORD j 1 knoio thee, loho l/iou art, the hol^ 
one of (i OD- 

He hath done all things zvcll ; was not barely the voice of 
his disciples, but the general acclamation ot the people. 
Or, the words may be rendered, he hath done all things finely 
and gracefully * : with every circumstance, that constitutes 
the propriety and dignity, the utility and beauty of action. 
Has he not then done enough, to procure the divine good- 
will, even for tlie guiltiest of mankind.^ 

7 have ^^Idriticulhrc on earth was his own profession be- 
fore the mo-'.t high (i!OD. I have glorified thee, in all that 
1 acted, in all that I uttered, in all th.at I suffered. I have 
displaved the beauties of thy holiness, therichchof thy grace, 
and the honor of all thy attributes. So thatc.ll thy amiable, 
thy majestic, tby adorable perfections, are now seen in the 
clearest mirror, and in llic brightest light 

GOD also, who is the supreme standard and unerring 
judge of excellency, bore Ins testimony to our Idessed Mlv 
DIA'IOR. He spoke it once, yea twice, and with a voice 
from heaven. In the constitution of tlie material world, 
when it came from the CREATOR’S hand, omniscience 
itself could dicern no flaw. Neither could justice itself, 
upon the strictest enquiry, discover any failure in the obedi- 
ence of our SURE'l'Y. As therefore it was saief, concern- 
inp- t!ie works of creation, they are all very good § ; so was 
it said, and bv the same almighty MAJESTY, concerning 
the SAVIOUR of sinners, in Iiim 1 am well pleased 11. 

T'his, for aught I know, is the capital sentence in the book, 
of GOD. As no truth is of greater or of equal importance, 
so none was ever confirmed by witnesses so unexceptionable, 
and distinguished with circumstances so agust. — Let us, 
for a moment, examine the circumstances. They arc per- 
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tjinent to our sulyect. They will strike us with wonder ; 
) l^nd, I hope, fill us with comfort. — You, Theron, are anad- 
'iV pirer of sublime sentiments, and grand scenery. Here ypu 
i,.* \vill find both displayed in their utmost perfection. 

“ Lo I the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the 

SPIRIT of GOD, decending like a dove, and lighting 

upon him. And lo ! a voice fiom heaven, saying; this 
“ is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.” — ^The 
wofd lo, is twice used, in this short narative. To engage 
and fix our attention, as on a fact deeply to be regarded, 
accompanied with words ever to be remembered. — The hea- 
vens were opened. Once the great and wide sea was divid- 
ed, and the foundations of the worTiT were discovered. 
Now the incomparably wider expanse of the skies is rent 
assunder, and the realms of glory are disclosed to view. — 
>^nd are the crystal gates unfolded ? Do the everlasting doors 
lift up their heads? what then, or whom may we expect to 
see ? • 

Shall vve see angels and arch-angels coming down, be- 
fore JESUS of Nazareth, to pay him homage, and do him 
service? with this retinue he will, in due time, appear. 
But this is far beneath the dignity of the present occasion. — ■ 
Shall we see Moses the great lawgiver, who conversed with 
GOD face to face, as a man converseth with his friend ? 
shall we sec Elijah the venerable prophet, who entered the 
regions of life and immortality, without passing through the 
vale of death? these illustrious saints will, ere long, attend 
on the holy mount, and lay all their honors at the feet of 
fheir LORD. — But now, ONE infinitely greater than Mo- 
'^es and Elijah, ONE infinitely superior to all the heavenly 
bests, even the divine SPIRIT descends, alights, and abides 
upon JESUS. To dignify, beyond compare, his person; 
and give inestimable merit to all his actions. 

This* though great and marvelous, is not the whole of 
.the magnificent attestation. A voice not from the utmost 
imparts of the earth, but a voice from the heaven of heavens 
is heard. TTiat voice, which spoke on Sinai, and the 
mountains trembled; that voice, which spoke the begin- 
ning, add the world was made; that voice speaks at our 
SAVipUR’s baptism. — And what is the purport of the 
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speech? we have reason to listen most attentively. Our all 
depends upon the verdict. If any iniquity, or any niiscar* 
riage, be chargeable on this our surety, we are undone irre- 
coverably. I hat voice, after a general survey of inankindi 
once declared; “there is none righteous, no, notone,” 
But, to our inexpressible consolation it proclaims concern- 
ing JESUS CHRIST THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, 
IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. 

HE, who dwells in light inaccessible, declares concern- 
ing CHRIST ; this is, not my creature, but my son. Pos- 
sessed of the same divine nature, and of all my incommu- 
nicable attributes. — He is my beloved son. Wlio lay in 
my bosom from eternity, and is the one adequate object of 
my infinite adection. The highest angels are too low; fal- 
len man is too mean ; and JESUS alone is my beloved.- — 
In him I am pleased ; in him I am ivell pleased. He is the 
center of my approbation. On him all my complacency 
rests. And all other beings find favour in my sight, only 
as they are interested in him, or stand related to him. 

After hearing this “ voice from the excellent glory,” can 
there be any cause to wonder, can we have any ground to 
complain, that there is no other recommendation to the su- 
preme MAJESTY, than the person and righteousness of 
CHRIST. No words, no works, no characters, but those 
which have been stamped with the broad-seal of heaven, 
as true divine ; and are the one grand object of GOD’s 
everlasting good-will and incHliblc delight. 

You took notice, and very justly, how much the produc- 
tions of nature exceed and eclipse the attempts of art. Wft 
are pleased with the correct and graceful performances of 
the painter. But do they equal the native blush of the 
rose, or the artless glow of a pea-blossom? we are charm- 
ed with a fine piece of sculpture or enameling. But is 
either of them fit to be compared with the natural polish, 
of a thousand shells which are formed in the ocean, or of a 
thousand seeds which spring from the earth? we admire 
the virtues of the antient saints; men “ that were honor- 
" ed in their generation, and the glory of their timcs'*”we 
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p„«dmire the meekness of Moses, and the magnanimity of 
tke exalted piety of Isaiah, and the enlarged vvis- 
S,d!om of Daniel; the active spirit of Joshua, and the passivje 
ifjj^races of Jeremiah. But what proportion, put them al! to- 
gether — what proportion do they all bear to HIS Obedi- 
ence, xoho is gone info heaven, angels and atUhoriUes and 
powers being made subject nnlo him* ^ who is called the 
HOLY ONE and the JUST f ; not only by way of emphasis, 
but by way of excltifion. Because, no person is worthy of 
the character, no duties deserve to be mentioned, when 
CHRIST and his righteousness — his onlp perfect rigliteous- 
ness — are under consideration. 

If we talk of merit what merit must there be in such 
immaculate sanctity of soul, and such exemplary integrity 
of conduct: such icrvent zeal for GOD, and such compas- 
sionate good-will to man ; such consummate worthiness, and' 
extensive usefulness ? Such as were utterly unknown before ; 
have been absolutely unequaled since j tind never will, or 
can be paralleled, throughout all ages ! — O my Theron ! 
what is die Drop of a bucket to the unfathomable waves 
of the ocean? what is a Grain of sand to the unmeasurable 
dimensions of the universe? what is an hour or a. moment 
to the endless revolutions of eternity ? such are all liuman 
endowments, and all human attainments, compared with 
HIS righteousness, who is “ fairer than the children of 
liien j ; the chiefest among ten thousand § j and who rc- 
“ ceived not the SPIRLl' by measure ||, 

. And is this righteousness designed tor Is this to be 
our wedding-dress, this our beautiful array, when we enter 
' the regions of eternity ? unspeakable privilege ! — Is this 
what GOD has provided to supply, more than supply our 
loss \n Adam boundless benignit/ !— Shall we ho treated 
by the judge of the w’orkl, as if we had performed all this 
unsinning and perfect obedience ? well might the prophet 
cry out, like one lost in astonishment, how great is his good-: 
mss .'—How great indeed ! since all that the LORD JES- 
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Us did and suffered^ was done and suffered, for us men 
and our salvation. Is imputed unto us for righteousness *, 
and is the cause, the sole but infinitely sufficient causes of 
our justification. 

Is not your heart enamoured, my dear Theron, with a view 
of this incomprehensibly rich grace ? what so excellent, 
what so comfortable, what so desirable, as this gift of a SA- 
VIOUR’S righteousness ? Though delineated by this 
pen, methinks ' it has dignity and glory enough to 
captivate our hearts and fire our affections : fire them 
with ardent and inextinguishable desires after a personal 
interest and propriety in it. — O ! may the eternal SPIRIT 
reveal our REDEEMER’S righteousness, in all its heavenly 
beauty and divine lustre : Tlien, I am persuaded, we shall 
.esteem it above everp thing ; we shall regard it as the one 
thing needful ; we shallroount all things in comjiarison of it 
worthless as the chaff, and empty as the wind. 

To a fallen and immortal soul, every thing else is empty 
as the wind. But here sinners may suck, and be satisfied 
with this breast of consolation : yea, millions and thousands 
of millions may milk out, and be delighted with thc'abun- 
dance of its glory f. — Here we shall find the doctrine of su- 
pererogation, no longer a chimera, but a delightful reality. 
Here indeed is an immense suplusage, an inexhaustible fund 
of merit, sufficient to enrich a whole world of indigent 
and miserable creatures. Sufficient to make their cup run 
over with a superabundant fulness of peace and joy, so long 
as time shall last, and when time shall be no more. For, 
to use the apostle’s weighty argument, “ If by one m.an’s 
“ offence, death reigned by one; much more they w’hich 
receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteous- 
“ ness, shall reign in life by one, JESUS CHRIST J.” 
'Js it reasonable, that we should ascribe mord poweV to /Idain, 

H H 
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^ pere m^n, in making us sipners j thap to CHRIST, the 
i OOP-Man, in making us fightpous ? No verily, if one pf- 
ipnpe, committed by one map, made pll his posterity" charge-i 
able with guilt, and liable to death, much MORE.shall the 
manifold instances of our (/iu/H<?REPEEME|l.'s obedience, 
absolve all his people from condemnation and punishment, 
and intitle them to th,e honors and joys of imtnortality. 

Think not, that what I have written, is the language of 
rant. Jt is a paraphrase, though I must confess, but a 
scanty paraphrase, on /)rtu/cf’sipractice and David’s faith. My 
mpytli shall shexti forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all 
the day*, for 1 know not the numbers thereof, 'lire super- 
eminpnt righteousness of CHRIS f, and the great salvation 
obtained thereby, he declares, shall be the chosen, the prim 
cjpal subject of his discourse. Not on a sabbath only, but 
on every day of the week, of.the year, of his life. Not bare-* ' 
ly at the stated returns of solemn devotion, but on every 
social, interview, ail the day long. — AVhy yvilll>e thus dwell 
perpetually and invariably dwell, on this darling theme ? be* 
cause, he knew not the numbers there, of. It is impossible 
to measure the value, of exhaust the fulness of the.se bles- 
sings. riie righteousness is unspeakable, the salvation is 
everlasting. I'o conipute the duration of the one, numbers 
fail ; to describe tlie eJtccllency of the other, words are at ^ 
loss. 

This will appear in a clearer light, if, to the perfection of 
his obedience, we add the majesty of pur SAVlOUR’s /iet’" 
son. A proper sul)je«t, for some future letter. — In the mean 
|imc, let me desire my friend, the friend of my bosom, tp 
eontemplate our LORD j ES Under th^ lovely and ap- 
gust character, Gloriois in HpLiNESS And for my 
parb I will put ega-se to pray, dl^t a sense of this supere- 
min'ently grand spd precious righteojuspyss may be written 
on my 'I heron's heart. — On those living tables, may it be 
like figures cut on a ruck of solid marble, or inscribed on 
the bark of a growing tree : be lasting in its duration as the 
former, and spreading in its intluence as the latter. It will 
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then be a sure proof, that his name is written in the book of 
Hfe ; and it shail then be a most pleasing pattern for the 
fection, the gratitude, and tl>e Iriendship, of his 

ASPASIO. 

P. S. You give a most astonishing account of the /?/vs~ 
sure of the atmosphere. Astonishing indeed ! that vre 
ehould be continually overwhelmed, with such a load of air ; 
quite dreadful to think upon ! yet not be crushed to death 
no, nor be sensible of the least weight. — This, I think, may 
serve to represent the state of a sinner, unawakened from 
carnal security. Loads, more than mountainous loads of 
of guilt, are upon his soul, and he perceives not the burden. 
For this reason, he his under no apprehension of the venge- 
ance and fiery indignation, which he deserves ; he has no 
'superlative esteem for the atonement and merits of the RE- 
DEEMER, which alone can deliver him from the wrath 
to come. But, if once his conscience feels, what his lips, 
perhaps, have often repcatjed ; “ we do earnestly repent us 
of these our misdoings, the remembrance of them is gric- 
vous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable ; ” then 
how will he prize such a text : The load laid on CHRIST 
the iniquity of us all! How will he long for an interest in 
the LAMB of GOD, which teketh away the sin oj the world! 
Then, that JESUS who \\^%^fiiiished the transgression, and 
brought into everlasting righteousness, will be all hi.s salvati* 
on, and all his desire. 
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HEAR TEIERON, 

I HAVE just been reading that exquisitely fine 
piece of sacred history, the life of Joseph. A history — illu- 
minated with a variety of surprising incidents, and unex- 
pected revolutions — ennobled with the most heroic instan- 
ces of triumphant virtue, both amidst the allurements of 
temptation, and under the pressures of affliction — animated 
with such tender and pathetic, such melting and alarming 
touches of natural eloquence, as every reader must feel, and 
every true critic will admire. 

When I came to that remarkable injunction, w'ith which 
the generous viceroy dismissed his brethren ; ^ shall tell 
my father of all my gloty in Egypt* — I paused— I pondered 
— 1 was struck. Certainly, this was enjoined, not by way 
of ostentation ; but an account of the pleasure, which, he 
knew, it would yield the good old Patriarch. — Was it some 
kind prompting angel, or the voice of gratitude and devo- 
tion, that whispered in my ear? “ should not the children 
“ of man likewise tell one another of all the glory which 
« their REDEEMER possesses in heaven and on earth ? 


* Oen. xlv, 
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** will oot this afford them the sublimest pleasure here, and 
** be a source of the most refined satisfaction for ever and 
** ever?” 

Though I had almost determined to write no more, till 
you could make a demand, upon the foot of vahie received; 
willingly I recede from my intended resolution, and obey 
this pleasing hint. — But “ who can declare the noble acts 
“ of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, or shew forth all his 

praise ?”— ^However, if I may but lisp out his adorable 
name, and present my friend with a glimpse, or a broken 
view of his divine perfections, even this will be desirable 
and delightful. Far more desirable and delightful, than to 
behold Rome in its magnificence, St. Paul in the pulpit, or 
king Solomon on his throne^. 

Let me take the lark for my pattern ; which, as I was 
lately returning from an evening ramble, attracted my ob- 
servation." — Warbling her CREATOR’S praise, she mount-- 
ed, as though she meant to carry her tribute of harmony 
unto the very gates of heaven. Having reached, at lasf, 
her highest elevation, and perceiving herself at an immense 
distance from the starry regions, she dropped on a sudden 
to the earth} and discontinued, at once, both to smg, and 
to soar. Now the morning appears, and is awakening the 
W’orld, our little songster retqnes her throat, and re-exerts 
her wings. — As I have endeavoured, very imperfectly en- 
deavoured, to strike out a shadowy draught of our LQRD’s 
complete obedience } I would, though absolutely unequal 
to the task, once more resume my pen, and attempt — whaf 
would I attempt? — nothing like a display, but only a faint 
sketch of his personal dignity. Such as may just, serye to 
demonstrate, that the man of Nazareth is the GOD of hea-* > 
ven. 

Fifst let me observe, that for some time past, vve have 
b^n visited with the most uncomfortable weather 5 dewless 
nights, and sultry days. Jbe firmament was more like a 
glowing furnace, than the region of refreshing rain. — The 


* Time, if I reaiember right, are the three thingsj whic6 St, 
btben, rntMteminoHly grvity hu twioitiy. 
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earth lay parhced with thirst, and chapped with heat. Tb» 
meadows were drained of their humidity, and all the flow- 
ers hung their fading heads. — ^'Fhe streams, which used to 
flow parallcd with the verdant margin, abandoned their 
banks. Diminished and discoloured, they sunk to the ve- 
ry bottom of their oozy channels. — Nature in general seem- 
ed to be resigning the “ robe of beauty, for the garment of 
“ heaviness.” Drought was in all our borders ; and fa-- 
miue, we feared, was not far behind.- -Clouds of dust, ob- 
scured the air; tarnished the hedges; and almost smother- 
ed the traveler. But not one cloud o{ fleecy xvhite appear- 
ed, to variegate the blue expanse, or give us hopes of a re- 
viving shower *. 

It reminded me of that awful threatening, denounced by 
Moses on a wicked people ; “ the heaven, that is over thy 
“ head, shall be brass; and the earth, that is under thee, 

shall be ironf.” — k‘made me apprehensive of that terri- 
ble state, whicli the prophet so emphatically describes j 
“ the field is wasted, and the land mourneth. The seed is 

rotten under the clods, and the harvest perisheth. The 
“ garners are laid desolate, and the barns are broken down. 
" 'ri.e new wiife is dried up; the oil languisheth ; and all 
“ the trees of the field are whithered. — How do the beasts 
“ groan ! the herds of cattle are perplexed. Yea, the 
“ flocks of sheep are made desolate. B^ause the rivers of 
“ waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pas- 
“ tures of the wilderness^.” — But, blessed be the divine 
PROVIDENCE, our tears arc vanished, and a most joyful 
change has taken place. The LORD hath “ sent a graci- 
** ous ram upon his inheritance, and refreshed it, when it 
“ was weary 

Yesterday in the afternoon, the wind shifting to the 
South, roused the dormant clouds, and brought some of 


At such a juncture, how pertinent Is the question proposed the MA- 
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those agreeable strangers on its wings. — At first, they came 
sailing in small, and thin, and scattered parties. Anon, 
the flying scjuadrons advanced in larger detachments, more 
closely wedged, and more deeply laden. Till at last, the 
great rendezvous completed, they formed into a body of 
such depth, and extended their wings with such a sweep, 
as darkened the sun, and overspread the vi'hole hemisphere. 

Just at the close of day, the gales whi(^ escorted the 
spongy treasures, retired ; arid resigned their charge to the 
disposal of a ai/m. Not a breeze shook the most tremul- 
ous leaf. Not a curl ruffled the smo:}tii expansive lake. — • 
All things were still, as in attenfive expe.clal.ion. "Fhe rus- 
set heath, and the slipperry lawn, seemed to gasp after the 
hovering moisten Nature, with all her suppliant tribes, in 
expresive pleading silence, solicited the falling fruitfulness. 
Nor pleaded long, nor solicited in vain. 

The showers, gentle, soft, and balmy, descend. The 
vessels of heaven unload their precious freight, dnd enrich 
the impoverished glebe. The liquid sweetness, which is 
incomparably more beneficial than trickling silver, distils. 
Through all the night, it distils; and cools the torrid air ; 
and revives the languishing earth j and cherishes every liv- 
ing thing. 

Now the sun, mild and refulgent, is.snes through portals 
of the East. Pleased, as it were, to have emerged from the 
late abyss ,of darkness, he looks abroad with peculiar gaiety, 
and the most engaging splendor. lie looks through the 
disburdened air, and finds a gladdened world, that wants 
nothing but his ull-chc.aring beams, to render its satisfaction 
complete. 

The Glory roinrs 1 II u I to thy rifing Ray, 

Great Lamp of Lighi, aod fecond fource of clay ! 

Who robe ij,e World, each nipping Gale remove, 

' Treat cvci y Senle and beam creating Love 

At his auspicious approach, the freshened mountains lift 
their heads, and srniJc. The garden opens its aromatic 


^ lh«e boantifui Jmes are borrotved fioni SKAPl ECE, Canto IV« A 
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Stores ; and breathes, as frotri a tunning altar, bairn to the 
imellj aod ihcefTse to the skies. The little hills, crowned 
with spiinging pletity, clap /heir haiidi on every side, i he 
hioistehed plaiih^> ajhd irrguous valleys, laup,h and iingi 
While their waters, lately exhausted, again are made deepi 
and iheir rivers fun I ijce oil*‘ 

The whole earth, sMurU/ed with the bounty of heaven,- 
bnd jdtisheii with humid life# wears a thousand marks ot gra- 
titude and complacency. Washed by the copious rain, how 
bright and vivid Is the universal verdun* ! the g?’eni cai'pet 
below, thay almost vie with the blue canopy above. — 'I'he 
forOst, and every tree, burnish their colours, and array them- 
selves in their finest apparel. Which as on a day of gene- 
ral festivity,- is delicately decked with gems. — From every 
pasture and form all the grove, (he voice ot pleasure and 
of tnelodrj resounds. While the officious zep/liyrs wait ihc 
floating harmony, blepded with native perfumes ; gei. tly 
Waft them to the senses, and touch the very soul with 
transport 

Could there be a-tnofe brillianf appearance, or more ex- 
uberant demonstrations of joy, even to celebrate the anni- 
versary of nature's birth ? with what adusirable propriety 
has the psalmist compared yonder orient sun, in ail his spark- 
ling grandeur, to a young exulting bridegroom j- who comes 
ffirth, with every heightened ornament from his chamber, 
to shew himself in tlie most distinguished period of his life# 
and to receive the blessing which consummates his happi- 
ness! 

’rbis nffist charging ah4 equally majestic scene, fecahs td 
my memory that fipe. description of the MESSlAiH,, extant 
in the last lovely - sfiraibs Israelitish swan J — MB 

iball be welcome and ^iutaty as the light of the morning? 


, V' . *>*. 5. 
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when the sun ariseth, to chase the malignant shades, artd 
pour day through the reviving world. He shall he as the 
light of a morning y that is most serenely faif ; witfwut 
either storms to disturb or clouds to obscure the glorious, the 
delightful dawn. Yea, his appearance shall be, bem- 

tiful, and his influences more beneficial *, than the. clear shi- 
ning of that grand luminary, ajter a night of settled gloom, 
and showers ot incessant rain. "^Vhen his beams shed ani- 
mating warmth, and vital lustre, on the tender grass im- 
pearled with dews, and on all the green treasures of the tee- 
ming earth. 

As we have already contemplated the blessed JESUS, un- 
der the amiable cbaractef of the JUST ONE the forego- 
ing passage of scripture exhibits him to our faith, in the 
more majestic quality ot THE LORD OF GLORY.- — Or 
rather, unites the two grand peculiarities, which render him 
unparalleled in his personal, and all-sufficient in his mediato- 
rial capacity. 

Great, unspeakably great and glorious would our SAVI- 
OUR appear j if we had no other manifestations of his ex- 
cellency, than those which preceded his mysterious incar- 
nation. — In the antient scriptures, he stands characterized 
as the supreme object ot GOD*s ineffable complacency,; 
vested with a glory, prior to the birth of time, or the cx- 
Ustence ot things ; even the glory, which he had with the 
3j?ATHEiR> before the wdrldi. was')' — -He is every where re- 
represented as the ultimate* desire, and the only hope, of all 
the ends of the earth ; the seed, of inestimable and universal 
importance, in whom all nations should" be blessed.-. — In 
those royal or rather divine acts Snd monuments, he is rc- 
iCOgpia^d, as the RULER ofGOD^s popple : whose domini- 
on, apd his kingdom from g^hVi^fidpdb-generatioP.- — -How 
how venerable, is ' since it was 

thfenMiest honor oi the renew ned 
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flionarchs *, to act his harbingers. The splendor of the 
teiiiple, the richness of its ornaments, and the solemnity of 
its services, were the ensigns of his grandeur ; where his sa- 
cred regaliai intended to usher him into the world with be- 
conliiig state. 

Sacri/ives, instituted and used, almost from the foundation 
pf the world, give us every exalted apprehensions of Christ: 
■yyho is the bright, the polar star, to which all those needles 
invariably pointed. Should we see galleries built, avenues 
opened, passages hung with scarlet and embroidery, in order 
to introduce some great personage to the observation of the 
public. If these preparations had been made, with inces- 
sant assiduity, for four months only how high an idea should 
we form, concernihg the expected stranger } Wli.at then 
must we think of that MESSIAH ; the dignify of his jier- 
son, and the greatness of his work ? For whose coming 
preparation was made, by a grand train of sacrifices and, 
and costly riles, through* the long, long space of four thou- 
sand yeOiVS? Qn whom the attention of mankind was fixed, 
ever since the tall af AcImm ; and for whom was all the ex- 
expectation of the people of GOD, in every age of the 
world. — Should we not think him worthy to be (what the 
Jews reckoned their temple and sacraficcs) “ the excellen- 
“ cy of (jur strength ; the joy cf our glory i and the desire 
“ of our eyes f 

Every inspired prophet was his herald ; deputed to embla- 
zon his perfections, or forctel hii coming ; to give us a pour- 
trait of his person, a display of his offices, or a detail of his 
benefits. Let us hear one speaking the sentiments of all. 

' — GOD the SAV lOUR came from I'eman, and the HO- 
“ LY ONE from, mount Paran. ”His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of his praise |. Thunders 


• Moses, fpr bistaacc, and Josbuit, David and SoUimon, were types, atrotlgiy marjked 
types, of our groat I#AVVGJVKT^ and DLI IVLRKR, of our divine KObSR 
iPRfclACUKR. But uone preriguredthe blck-ed JEbUS jnoro eminently than, MclchUa^ 

t Eitk. xxW. J21- 

% ^ iii. The grcateit pait of which aubUm* /ct-'rs to thf WMd«*£al 
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his trunpet, and the Wg/ifnings waved his banners, 
^iJ^forc him went the pestilence, for the destruction . of hi? 
,, enemies ; but for the deliverance pf f‘ Israel, he rocle upbn 
5 * his horses and chariots of salvation. The mountains 
saw him, and they trembled ; thp everlasting hills, and 
* they bowed tneir heads”. Tfit abyss uttered her twee, 
and acknowledged his sovereignty through her deepest car 
verns j the tptoering surges lifted Up t^eit hands, and re- 
mained in a suspended • posture, while his people passed 
through their opening lines.— Indeed, both depth, and 
height, and every creature, have paid him homage, and done 
him service. And shall not we, my dear Thcron, submit 
to his righteousness .? Submit! Shall we not embrace it; re- 
ly on it; and with joyful hearts, with triumphant tongues, 
say, there is nont, there is nothing, like it*. 

Does not all mankhid agree to estimate the merit of the 
practice, according to the dignity of the person ? If a neigh- 
bour ot inferior rank, visit some poor afflicted wretch, in a 
coar.se garret, and on a tattered bed ; it is no viery extraorr 
dinary favour. But if a lady of the finst distinction, or a 
nobleman of the highc.st order, perform the same office ; it 
is a much more remarkable, a much more admired instance 
of self-denying charity. On the foot pf tffls calculation, to 
yvh^X supereiinneiit height will the worthiness of our DORD’? 
obedience rise! It will rise, ]ikp some magnificent edifice, 

, whose; basis rests upon the cjmjpr; whose dimensions fill the 
.|lefnjsphcre j and whose l^urreis glitter in the sky. Or rather, , 
it will "extend itself to emniensitj ; where length, and 
•|3y|5adth, and all dimensions are lost. Especially, ifwecon- 
he bears; and the he receives— , 

be hss done ; and those’ 7fj/g/trier, works, he ii ap? 
'to do. '■ ■ 'V 

■_ibe Marac.f, he bears.— The titlg, by ivbich JESUS of 
Jvaza^elu is distinguislied in the heavenly world ; the name* 
^YfHten pn lys vesture, and on his thigh, is KING of Kings, 
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jBnd L/ORD of Lords*. — The description, which the in* 
comgrehensjibfl^ JEHOVAH gives of the surety for sinful 
jtien, run? ih thk piJfalted strain ; t/te man that is MY FEL^ 
LOIV f. Which thia Apostle explains, in that memorable 
jond majestic clan^ i he thought it no robbery to beegunl with 
'Fhe pOLY qnOST, speaking of the Virgin’s Son, 
enumerates seyeral grand distinctions, both of his person, 
and his office.. He styles the child, that should be born, 
Me WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, the EVERLAST- 
ING FAI HER, the MIGHTY GOD, the PRINCE 
OF FEACE§, — The same inspired writer, though eloquent 
above ail orators, and more subljme than the softest poet, 
cries out in rapturous astonishment ; who can declare his 
gefieration\l? What pencil can paint, what language can 
express, hjs matchless excellencies? and may we not with 
equal propriety demand; who can declare the meritorious 
perfection of his rightgpusness? It is precious beyond com^ 
parispn; beyond imagination. 

The honors which our LORD receives, arc proportion- 
ltd to the illustrious characters, which he sustains. — John 
the baptist, than whom a greater prophet, or abetter Judge, 
was not born of woman, professes himself unworthy, to 
^toopdown and' unloose thelatchet ofhisshoes^: unworthy, 
though a burning and shining light in his generation, to 
perform the meanest service, to this FRINGE of heaven. — 
Stephen, who leads the van .In, the noble army of Christian 
martyrs, beheld such a rcpreseiitatkin of his crucified MAS- 
TER’S glory ; a? enabled him to exult with divine delight, 
even amidst the furious assaults of his persecutors, and under 
the insupportable bldws of his murderers ||||. Assured, that 
JESUS has all power in heaven and earth, by an act of the 


♦ HevJ xix» 1^. t Zeth. xiii. 

t Phil. li. 6. Some writers, I am aware, have errdcavoared to ituerpret «way thUevi- 
deacc of oor LO I^D's divine nature. But 1 thrnk. with grcjit injury to thte contpKt, a«d 
no less violence to the plnase. 
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most solemn worship, he commits his departing ! soul (that 
)UOspeakably important trust !) to the omnipotent hand of 
'-his REDEEMER — Nor by the first martyr a.lda,e, but 
in all churches of the saints, and in every age of Christianity 
has the IX)RD JESUS been addressed^ as the constant: ob- 
ject of his people’s adoration ;and acknowledged, as the 
ever faithful depositary of their eternal interest, , 

When Isaiah beheld a visionary manifestation of Christ, 
the first-born sons of light were waiting around him, in pos- 
tures of dutiful submission. These celestial being, whose ve- 
ry feet are too bright for mortals to view, vieled their faces 
before his infinitely superior effulgence. The seraphs, who 
are all zeal and and all love ccleberate his perfections, and 
cried one to another, the whole earth is full of his glory. — 
and is not heaven also filled with his glory ? Does not hea- 
ven likewise resound with his praise ? The beloved disciple, 
in a vision no less clear and far more magnificient, beholds 
the LAMB that was slain, standing in the midst of a re-> 
splendant throne. Which is most beatifullv adorned with 
a circling rainbow, and terribly dignified, by the blaze of 
lightnings j and awfully surrounded, with peals of thunder, 
Before this august throne, and at the disposal of the onca 
slaughtered SAVIOUR, are seven lamps of burning fire^ ; 
expressive of the DIVINE SPIRIT, in all the variety of 
his miraculous gifts, and sanctifying graces.f — Four and 
twenty elders, clothed in white raiment, with crowns on 
their heads, and the harps of GOD in their hands, fall pro- 
strate in deepest homage before the LAMB. They strike 
the golden strings, and sing that sublime eucharistic hymn ; 
thou art worthy to take the book, and “ to open the seals 
' thcrof ; for thou hast slain, and hast redeemed us to GOD 
** by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
" pie, and nation ; and haste made us, tihto our GOD, 

** kings and priests ' ■ 

Behold the hierarchies of angels : they are in number ten 
thousand times ten thousand — all are children of the king 
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immortal, and each is brighter than rhe morning star.— - 
Hark ! they raise their voices, and awaken all the powers 
of harmony. Hprannas, loud and rapturous, fill the eternal 
region.— pb you enquire ; who is the cause of this sacred 
Jubilee, and what i* the, burden of this celestial song ? The 
very person we are extolling, and the very extolling, and 
the very doctrine we would establish. Worthy, they cry 
worthy is the LAMB tha^ was slain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor and bles- 
sing. — Nor these alone, but every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, join the immense chorus. In sweet respon- 
sive strains of melody and devotion, they sing and speak 
praises to IMMANUEL: blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the LAMB forever and ever*. 

This you observe, is the devout acknowleJgment, not 
only of the cherubirn, the seraphim, and the spirits of just 
men made perfect, but of every creature. — The sun, tho 
moon, and the stars, which garnish the heavens — Beasts and 
creeping things, mountains and hills, fruitful trees and all 
cedars, which replenish the earth — metals and minerals 
gems and fossils, the subterraneous riches of nature,orthings 
which are under the earth — even all those objects, which my 
Theron lately cont.'^m plated, do,each in a proper way, mag- 
nify the LORD JESUS. They bear witness to his power 
as their CREATOR ; they ire subservient to his designs, 
as our MEDIATOR^ and, in this manner, they all glorify 
his holy name. 

Under such views of the blessed REDEEMER, enlarged 
and elevated even to astonishment, is it possible to over-rate 
the worth of his obedien«e ? Is it possible to lay too much 
efficacy to his vicarious righteousness. 

To the honors, which he receives, let us add the works 
which he has done. By these, in the days of his flesh, were 
displayed the greatness ot his glory, and the magnificence 
of his majesty. 


♦ Key, V, 11* J2, 13. 
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Behold! says the Almighty FATHER., 

Jle who condescends to becorrie my servtfcht ' i« the match* 
feis ^vork of redemption } shall de^l shall ^con- 

; duct himself with ail the dignity 1^4 411 t|vie saheUt^r of 
dom. In consequence of whicb> fiie^^isll^bdfexAlted, be ex- 
tolled, and be very high — llie ^rAjwSsfc the Jewish 

commentators on this beautiful qliru^ is "thought inade-' 
quate, not contemptible. “ The.Mfe^Ati, they s^y'shallf 
“ be higher than Abraham more illusirtobs than Moses, and 
exalted above the angels of light, even ' above the primd 
“ ministers of heaven.” — ‘What follows, is ah attempt to 
fender this exposition somewhat less detective. 

Here, could you open my chamber-door* and throw a 
glance upon your friend, you would find him in the same 
attitude, and under the same perplexity, which were form- 
erly observed in jP/i£)c/o?c Sitting one day, amidst an as- 
sembly of the people, and preparing to make a public ora- 
tion, he appeared uncommonly thoughtful. Being asked 
the reason “ I am considersng, said he, how I may shorten^ 
“ what I shall have occasion to speak.” — The compass of 
ray. subject, would demand many volumes, whereas, the 
limits of my letter, will allow but a lew paragraphs. 

Our LORD gave sight to the blind. He poured day 
u^dn those boj)ele8S and benighted eyes, which had never 
been visited with the least dawning ray. — The dumb, at his 
command, found a rea4y topgufcjf and burst into songs of 
praise. The dcfj/' were , all ear, and listened to the joyful 
sound of salvation.-^The tamci lame from their very birth,* 
threvv aside their crutches and full of ,transp)ort and exulta-^ 
lion, leaped like the bounding roe restored floridity 

fnd beauty, lo the flesh, emaciE|ti?d:by consuming , sickness 
or encrusted with a lothesome; lepfO^i^Aw manner of 
diseases^ though blended with the eSiib^^^StVi^eds of life, and 
riveted in| th* constitution by a long Jlfileterate predomi-' 
naicy«^*rJ)iseases, that baffled the skill of the physician, and 
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mocked the 'foji^ of the medicine.-— he cured, not hr 
tedious aj)p][i)c|iElptis, but in the twinkling of an eye; ndtb^ 
mostly pfesa!i|(fion%: W operations, but by a 

from his aioutfe j ' or a tvrich from his hand ; nay, by the 
fringe ojf hh g|ifmetit. Or the bare act of hi* will. 

Any pFlfeese had been enough to endear 

the character, abd eternize the memory of another person. : 
But they were things, matters of liaily occurrence, 

with our divine MASTER. The years of his public min- 
istry, were an unintermitted series of such healing wonders? 
or, if aiiy intermission took place, it was only to make way 
for the more invaluable miracles of spiritual beneficence.-— 
Let us consider these things, my dear friend. Let us per- 
sue and dwell upon these hints. I..et us familiarize to our 
minds the power and glory of CHRIST. Then we shall 
see abundant cause to acknowledge— with gratitude and 
joy to acknowledge^^that our help is laid upon ONE that 

is mighty*. That he is the rock, and his work is per- 
“ fectf”. 

Behold him exercises his dominicn over the vegetable crea- 
tion. A fig-tree, adorned with the most ipromising spread, 
of leaves, but unproductive of the expected fruit, withers 
away at his rebuke, it is not only stripped of its verdatiit ho- 
nors, but dried up from the very roots J, and perishes fof.' 
ever. A fearful, yet significant intimation, of that final- 
ruin §, which will overtake tlw specious 'hyj^efife. AVhd, 
lavish in outward profession, is destitute inward pi^' 
ety. ’ ^ 

His eye looked thrbugh the world of waters ; discerned 
the fish, which had just swallowed apiece of silyet coin; 
arid guided iti» course to Fetej 's hook U. 'Tis tnie, wbeu 


^ Pggl. 19. + Deui, xxu YU 

5 It is pleasing to observe, that the tsvo miiatfles, in which rtur LO RD 
^anitivc or viadtetive power, were cxcicibed.nnt vathe ihittiaift r«t.ce| but oa 
pie vegetable, or some upekau animals* 
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filw gatherers of the sacred tax came, to collect his share for 
reparation of the temple , he had not a sdfticiency of 
is|tioney,to satisfy so small a demnad*;,,i Yet , he takes oc- 
casion, from this most abject poverty, to manifest the im- 
mensity of his riches. He makes the great deep his reve- 
nue ; and bids the scaly nations bring him their tribute. 
Never was such indigence associated with such magnifi- 
cencd And never, never let us torget, that the indigence 
wasoui^, the magnificence all his oxvn 1 

The waters themselves, it may be said, arc far more un- 
manageable, than their inhabitants. Who cancontroul that 
outrageous element ? Which has destroyed so many 
gallant fleets, with the armies they bore ; and vvhicli 
would laugh at the opposition of the united world — the 
LORD JESUS walks upon its roiling surges f. i'hc rolling 
surges, suspend their fury ; they even forget their fluid na- 
ture, to su[)port the footsteps of their GOD. — lie speaks, 
and the most tempestuous agitations are a calm. The mad- 
ding oceaii, like the dispossessed demoniac, comes to the 
feet of JESUS, sedate, and peaceable and in its right mind. 
It is true ; the waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly ; 
but yet the LORD, who loved us, and washed us from our 
3 , sins in his own blood, is mightier 

: ' , 'Tht! winds are yet more ungovernable, than the madding 
When these are hurled § abroad, to shake the earth, 
aim, toss the seas. Who can curb their rage? What can 
withstamd their impetuosity? Even the boisterous winds 
iiear five SAVIOUR’S voice ; and, as soon as they hear, obey. 

. Ilis voice, more powerful to restrain, than brazen dungeons 
,J 0 , cortfii^jC,: chides the H furious whirlwind. The furious 
\3whirlvvirti^. is awed into immediate silence. That which 


/ ’ « About fotiritcji-pencc* 

+ upon tlie \va\cjtoi tie sc,ij r. one of the prerogatives ascribed to thesut 

job Ik. tJ. 

i J Psa! . xclil. 5. 
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a^Tnomcrit ago, .heayed the l)ill<)ws to the clouds, and (illed 
with outrage the howling fimiamenr ; now, gently whispers 
among the shrouds, and scarcelv cur's the srnoorh expanse. 

Something there is, even within the narrow compass of 
our own breasts, which afJords room for more sigr,al exer- 
tions of DEITY, than the turbulent billows, or the resist- 
less storm. Agreeably to tlie suggestion of a prophet ;,/hr 
lo ! Up fhnf formeth the monntain'i ; and crcatelh the tc.htd; 
anda^ a mojc pregnant proof of divine perfection, dcclaretk 
unto man zohat is hisjhoticiht, fhe GOD of hosts is his name*. 
The possessor of such surpassing power and wisdimi, can be 
sio other, than the supreme and only potentate. — And who 
is this, but jH.SG^S CH RIST ? he knew, what ivas r?rma?i-f. 
He discerned the .secrets of the heart ; discerned the latent 
purpose, before it disclosed itself in action ; even bef re it 
was uttered in speech j nay, while it lay yet an unfoi-.ued 
cmbrio in the mind. ^ 

His glance pierced into futurity: espied events, in all 
their circumstance and with the grtaiest perspicuity, 
before they came into oeing. Tiie hid eii things of dark- 
ness were open, the coniingenices of the nforru w were pre- 
sent, to his all pervading eye. Nay, the unthought of re- 
volutions, that were to happen in distant ages ; the aston- 
ishing catastrophe of dissolving nature, and the-awfu pro- 
cess of everiasJing judgineHt; all these he clearly foresaw, 
and particulaily lorotold. 

Nor does l.c only ])enetrate the recesses, but over-run 
the operations ot rhe soul. — He so intimated a multitude of 
sacrilegous wreti.hes, that they lied, not before his drawn 
sword, or bent bow, but at the shaking of his scourge §.■ — 
He so awaked, by one short remonstrance, an assembly 
of conceited and ostentatious Pharisees ; that they could 
gainsay, was a tacit acknowledgment of their guilt j and 


* Amo3 jv. 13. i J«hn il. 25. 
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- ■ jftpt to endure, must cover them with 

j’ .Wirh a word, the most miH and ge^tlft * he 

fliung terror into a whole band ofarOTed inen> ^eh:hsbla$* 
1 ted all their courage ^ and laid them as if struck ‘Wiih, Jightr 
ning, shinned and prostrate on the ground. , ' ! . • 

All hearts are in his hand, lie iurm^ tlipn, as the rivdts 
of tvata'^y ichithersperer he will \s vfith as much ease, and 
with the same eflScacious sway, as the.ctiirpnt of the rivers, 
is altered and determined by every inflection of the chan- 
nel. — Follow, me, was his call to /arrier and / qA».’ followine\, 
was all he said to Levi the publican. Though the first was 
engaged in all the ardour of business; though the last was 
sitting at the very receipt of custom; yet both he and they, 
without any demur, without the least delay, left the lucra- 
tive employ; left their nearest relations, and resigned^ their 
earthly all, to attend a poor and despised MASi ER. — ■ 
Their acquaintance, no doubt, would remonstrate a thou- 
sand inconveniencies. Their enemies would not fail to 
censure them, as rash enthusiasts. But all these considera- 
tions were lighter than dust, were less than nothing, when 
set in competition with two words only from JESUS of 
Nazarelh, Impressed, deeply impressed by his powerful 
summons, such loss they counted gain, and such obloquy 
glq^.-^And shall we count it too high an honor, or too 
grand an ofltce, for 1ah obedience unto death, io make us 
perfectly righteouskeibre GOD, without the co-operation 
of a;ny works, or any holy walking of our own? 

He planted bowels ot compassion in the unfeeling avari- 
. cious wretch ; add elevated, beyond the height of the stars, 
desires th|t,>;ky groveling even below tbe TUimof the swine. 

, 'The slai'S'lnii sin he restored to the of righteousness; 

ppd unhappy creatures, who vvere , degeberalccl into the 
Ititeriess of the devil, he renewed afteT .the image of the 
i>les8b4 efifects of his personal 

pitabliihg.^ these are still the conquests of his glorious gosr 
pel; an4:4b itot, these declare his dominion over the intek 
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lectual the world of minds, as well as of 

TDiten^' to his inspection, and snbject tohia 

contrquhfvi;;!’,' ' 

' Thfe deft^ sedfe ?tci be more remote from human cogni- 
zance, thafi th^ aqcret^ of the breast ; less liable to any hu- 
mAn juri^iiGt tb^‘ the warring elements. What poten- 
tate can issue a twrit:bf;relt«we to the grave? or cite the dis- 
lodged soul, to re-ehter' the breathless corpse? — ^Yet this 
even this, our mighty MEDIATOR executed. He wened 
the eyes, which w6rc sunk in shades, and sealed in the Tomb. 
He bid the heart, that had forgot its vital motion, spring 
into life and activity. The crimson hood, long congealed 
by the icy hand of death j which had not only lost its pulse 
by stag.nation, but likewise changed its very texture by pu- 
trefaction * ; circulates, at his order, all horid and mantling 
with health, through the wondering veins. — The spirit, 
which had taken its ^ightinto the invisible state, which had 
taken its place in eternal habitations, returns, at our RE- 
DEEMER’S signal, to the tenement of mouldering clay ; 
and, by the amazing visit, proclaims his sovereignty over 
those unknown realms, and their mysterious' inhabitants. 

As he recals from, so he admits into, the abodes of future 
happiness. His hands, when swollen with wounds, and 
nailed to the tree, evidently sustained the key of hell and of 
death f. Then, even then, he opened and he shut either 
the gates of the grave, or the portals of paradise. What he 
cays to the penitent thief, is the language of.supreme autho- 
-ity ; to day shall thou be zoith me in paradise It is a roy- 

al Mandamus. H6 speaks from the cross, as from a throne. 
While executed as a malefactor, he not only dispehses par- 
don, but^disposds of seats in glory. 

Does our LORD’S superiority extend to those malignant 
beings, the devil and hiS angels ? — Even these, in si)>ght of 
all their formidable strength §, and inextinguishabls rage,. 


• Johnxi. S9> t aw- V ^ t1ike«iii. 44,. 

Milton, dcwribioti the pew« of die apotttteng^ ujrs; ^ ^ 

■ ■ II j. ceuU iwW' . 

theje SlsmtfUii an4 ftrm Him mik imh ■ 

P/aUtJifirJ^gi§ lyoHVfaiiii. 




6S€ ASPASTO TO r&EROfr; 


he makes his footstool. He brake thf .te^ih of*: 
jial lions i and rescued the helpless prey, ' dh thfeir 

bloody jaws were closing. At his fco«pin$hd/’fcEife|' abandon 
their conquests? and relinquish, hbweyer indignanti ho’w‘<5-; 
yer reluctant, their long accustomed habitation^ His sin* 
gle command, more forcible than ten thousand thunderbolts, 
dispossesses a whole legion* of those fjerce and haughty 
spirits : drives them, all terrified and depreciating severer 
vengeance, to seek rest in solitary desartS, or to herd with 
the mostsordid brutes. 

As the blessed JESUS treads upon the necks ot those 
powers of darkness, he receives the willing services of the 
jingeh of h(rkt. The Angels, in comparison of men, are 
styled Oods, Jlcw great must be their lustre and glory ! 
since their very appearance struck prophets almost dead 
with fear and ten^pted even an Apostle to idolatry. Yet,, 
when the first-begotten SON is brought into the world, 
these Gods are commanded to wonship himf. Though 
they excel in strength, and are active as flames of fire ; yet 
they fulfil his commandment, and hearken unto the voice 
of his words. They graced the solemnity of his birth ; they 
attended him, after his temptation in the wilderness j they 
were the first joyful preachers of histriumphant resurrection ; 
and, seated as he is on the right-hand of the MAJESTY 
in the highest. 

. I They Hand with Wings, outfpread, 

Liften^ng to catch their Mailer’s leail command. 

And fly through nature, e’er the moincnt end. 

r Behold him, now doing according to , his will, in the 
arrnies of heaven, and among the inhabitaijts of the earth 
-7T sway tqg the scepter, over the kgibitS jiqf hell, and the 
powers, oTnature — exercising dominidnin the hearts of men, 
jp the hec^lofies of the grave, and the mansions of disem?- 
-Doing all this, not as a delegate, but as . a 
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sovereign. ■llJot lJky a Communicated ability but by hisowa 
©yi^n omnipbten^et ■ Pursuant to the tenour of that majes- 
tic claim, my pATHER worketh, and I work *. Not, my 
FATHER worketh by me ; but, I work in concert with 
the FATHER. 1 perform the same marvelous things; 
■from the same anderived power ; and by the same supreme 
authority . 

Then let my Theron determine — under such views of 
our saviour’s unequaled majesty, and unbounded so- 
sovereignty, let him determine — wljetlier it be safer, to rest 
our infinite and eternal interests, on our own righteousness, 
rather than on his. 

We have selected some tew manifestations of our RE- 
DEEMER’S excellent greatness. Even the evangelical 
historians, 'give us no larger a proportion to a copious har- 
vest. Yea, were they all particularly enumerated, and cir- 
cumstantially displayed, they would appear inconsiderable ; 
compared with thoseTar more distinguished trophies of al- 
mighty power, which he has decreed, in some future period 
to erect . 

He will gather to his sacred fold, the people of his and ' 
ent church ; though they are dispersed into all lands, and 
most inveterately prejudiced against the truth of his gospel. 
- — How mighty was. his hand, , how illustriously outstrecthed 
his arm, when he made a path through the surges of the 
ocean, drove the torrent of Jordan backwards ; and fetched 
rivers of waters from the flinty rock ! far more mighty will 
■ be its operations, when he shall remove the seemingly un- 
surmountablc obstructions, to the general restoration of the 
Jews ; shall throw all their rehgous apprehensions into a 
new channel ; Jthd cause tears of penitential sorrow to start 
from their stony, eyes, confe.ssion of unfeigned faith to issue 
from their blaspheming lips. — Yet thus it will assuredly be. 
In the volume of thie divine book it is written, they shall 
look on him, whom they have pierced,and mouth f. They 
shall adore as the MESSIAH, the once despised Galilean j 
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and fix all their hopes of final felicity on that v^ry PER- 
SON, whom their fathers slew and hangedon n ttae*. 

Amazing revolution in the religiods WOjrW'l Yet this to- 
gether with the destruction of Antifi^rist, and jllgmiinatioft 
of the benighted Gentiles, may pass for small incidents $ 
compared with those stupendous eyentftj which wtU dignify, 
and signalize the closing scene of afiTairS. 

Then, shall the LORD JESUS be thanifested in tin- 
epeakablc glory : and exert such acts of omnipotence, as 
will be the terror of hell, the joy of heaven, the wonder of 
eterniry. — Then, will he put an end to time, and bid the 
spiings ot nature cease to operate — Then, shall his tremen- 
dous trumpet rend the universal vault, and pierce the dor- 
mitories of the dead. — Then, will he shake the earth out 
of its place *, and before his majestic presence the lieavcns 
shall flee away. — Then shall, a nation only but multitudes 
multitudes of nations, be born in a day f ; yea rather, in an 
hour, m a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, — All that 
are asleep in the beds of death ; even those who, pciish- 
ing in tempests, are sunk to the bottom of the ocean ; or, 
swallowed up by Earthquakes, are buried at the center of 
the globe ; all shall hear his voice ; and hearing, shall awake ; 
and, awaking shall come forth. — Every human body 
though ages have revolved, siiice it gave up the ghost ; 
thuagh worms have devoured the flesh, and dissolution 
ntoufdCred the bones ; though its parts have been grinded 
by the teeth of beasts, or consumed by the rage ot fire; 
dissipated in viewless winds, or scattered over the bouiid- 
kss gbbo f lost to our senses, and lost even to our imagi- 
Mtionsyet Will every human body then be restored; its 
fhubs rea$i|CtUbled, and not an atom wanting j its frame 
tebuUt and never be dcmohshed'rnore* 

thtU the unumbered myriads of departed spirits 
actum their seperate abodes ; add, commissioned by 
I|IM is the yesurection and the life, reanimate each 
his CHlgtiWBcd system *^Thep, shall satan and his accompli- 
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ties, those OtfeQrab.le ind horrid cntnina’s, be fragged from -ll 
tbeiV duii;’e, ups' of ' darkness, and roccivo their doom at the 

will misery and happi^ 
■;^ess, both fSohaU^ihate, and both everlasting, be awarded 
by JESUS of will be consign over the . 

ungodly world, and the rebellious angelsi to flames of hell 
atiS to agonies^of despair. Then, will lie invest the 
teous witli t'ie inheritance of heaven, and instate tliem 
‘the fulness of joV.^Hls word is fate, flis sentence is irr<i-''=s;| ' 
vocable. Immutability seals, and eternity executes,, what-.; 
fever he decrees. 

And has this JESUS, so glorious, so majestic, so adora- 

l 3 }e has HE vouchsafed to take our nature, and become 

our righteousness? was HE made under the law? did HE 
fuifi, ail ns demands? give perfect satisfaction to the penali 
and vi'-ld perfect obedience to the preceptive f On purpose, 
that tl’.e merit of :.l! might be made over to us ? --Astoni.di- 
ivig cendescension ffneffable grace ! what tlianks arc due, 
to^uch iiifinitelv rich goodness 1 — What a remedy is here, 
for the impotence and guilt of fallen man! — What a sure 
foundation of hope, what an abundant 'source of joy, to 
every one that believeth ? „ . . 

It is deedared by the oracle of GOD, that such an HIGH- 
PRIEST became us, was absolutely necessary for uur ob- 
jnoxious,and ruined CGudiiion, J‘ who b hplyj,;l3grpi|e>s, 

■h deiiled, seperatc from sinners ’^--WhoiS,bg<i,*)f ail things 
and the brigbine: .s of the eternal I'A »TJ'^R’s glory 
• It appears, f flatte. mysclr, from the lettef' already in your 
band, that CrlRlS'l' dully answers the furnjer 
Ertan this epistle, I hope it will appea^lhjtt liife is tfeVvery 
person described in tire latter text. Erpm bptb, that: hfedis 
■what his prophet styles, ** A SAVTOUUyan4p|reat onc|”. 

Estiaiate now,: ray , d4?af friend, cpimSite can,' the 

digdity and exceifency of tins suidime PERSON. Then, 
* may you learn, how to stale the worth o| 

''irad -tdiP'^^grec of affiance $uited;;.t^%is 
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' \!eill preceive, that his spotless birth, his perfectly obedient 
his exquisitely bitter death, area s^tUfaction of uh- 
known dignity ; precious*, far beyond all graces of men^ 
and all the duties of angels; able to save to the uttermost, 
all that rely on them, and come unto' GOD through them. ‘ 
Consonant to this, are the sentiments of that penetrating 
critic and [)rofound scholar, Z)r.. IJght/oot. Who, treating 
'^f the same subject says — “Add to all this dignity of his 
** perispn, who performed this' obedience: 'that he was 
** GOD as well ns man : and his obedience is infinite. 
*' Such as, in its validity, subdued satan, and in its all-suf- 
ficiency satisfied the justice of GOD.” — After which, our 
celebrated author makes this important and delrghtful im- 
provement; “ Think, Christian, what a stock of obedience 
“ and righteousness here is for thee, to answer and satisfy 
“ for thy disobedience and unrighteousness, if thou become 
“ a child of the covenant. Here is enough for every soul 
“ that comes to him, be they never so many., Like the 
“ widow’s oil in the book of Kings, there is enough and 
“ enough again, as long as any vessel is brought to receive 
itf.” So that a sinner, enriched with CHRIST’S righ- 
teousness, has no need to wish for any thing, cannot possi- 
bly obtain any thing, to render him more completely righ- 
teous in the sighr of GOD. 

'We do not wonder, that Gentiles, who are ignorant of 
the REDEEMER ; that Jews, who treat him with contemp- 
■tudus scorn;' that professors of religion, who deny his eter- 
nal GODHEAD; piace little, place no confidence in his 
righteousness. But it is strange, that Cliris/ians, wl;o 
knU'^V the SAVIOUR ; who acknowledge his divinity; and 
beheve him to be exalted above all blessing and praise — 
ii is "exceedingly strange that they do ; . not rejoice in him ; 

thciy hj»ist in him ; and say/with a becoming disdaip, 
of every mfibf ddpeiKlcMxv, ife/ ye 

The obedience ofCIIRISTl — The obedience of him,, 
whp w&^^h in the llrcuit of the skies §, and all the king- 
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donis of the world are reputed as nothing before him . 

The obedience of HIM. who doeth Recording to his will 
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants ot t e 
earth* l-the obedience of HIM. 

ga: the beginning and the ending ; >A;^nch is and Mica 
was, and w^ichisto come; the almighty t l-Doublles , 
Wobedience must be deserving, truly deserving, of all , 
that grace and glory, which are, and will be communicated. ; 
o 1 is peopl in eve;v period of time, and through all ages , 
of eternitj^. Woithy- is the lamb that was slam No won- 
der, that svcii obedience should justify the ungodly. Should 
make us poor fallen creatures righteous,— perfectly riglite- 
ous in the sight of GOD-without the concurrence of any 
cmid works, or any lioly duties of our own 
® Such an assemblage of divine perfections, must warrant, 
must demand, the most unreserved and the most unbound- 

■ ed confidence.-There never was, no, not mall ages, nor 

in all worlds, any thing greater or ncher eu^nihec or 

exalted, than the obedience of our LORD.— Na> , it is 
fmpLible to imagine, what could be .m suited to our wants, 
so proper for our reliance, or so sure to answ-er, more than 

^"Sember xX^thc^^^^^^ alnrms, and you will not 
woS at my assertion. “ In HIM d welletb allthc fulness 
-Tthe GODHEAD bodily.” Ilow comprehensive and 
exalted is this description ! it collects into a pomt,, all the 
ms of Majesty and honor. It expresses in a sentence, I 
• m not whatever this pen has wntten. but whatever of dig- 
pity and excellence the bible itselt 

IIFAD the very nature and essence of the IMLT^ The 
f. Infs, of the GODHliADi umrriim wisdom almighty 
Mwer. and whatever the great .| KHOVAH dnllcnges as 
his own. All the fulness ; every incommunitablc atiribuic., 
h! the most ample measure, and m the highest degree-all 
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• imdtrstand the vords of the LORD#, delivered hy^ 

Uf^khgetfe.^ l3iu. xlv. •». . ; ' 








"'N|s hot visits occ'aSionallv,” but' 

flernalJj resides— resides in CHRIS'I' JES0$ bodil); - With: 
*&n union inconceivably close and intimate... Insomutjh 
that the GODHEAD inhabiting;, and the manhood inha- 
bited, maA'c but one and the same marvelous matchlesfjf 
adorable PERSON. , /i 

Therefore, adds the sacred disputant, ye are complete in 



that fulness, which man pan rcceiva, or GQD bestow. 
He says not, ye shall be ; at some distant period, or in srinie, 
future .stale. But, je are; in this present liSc, and at this 
very hour. Ye are not only pardoned, but reconciled ; a:;d 
nut only n conciic d, biit accepted as righteoui. ; nay, ye are 
— and what can be .'aid or desired more? — Ye are r vit 
PI bi E. And not barely before men pr ar.gels, but before 
intn'ile purity and omr.iscicnce itself. And this, without 
thf conturrcnce of your own deeds, only by being partak- 
eis of HIM, “ who is tlie head -of all principality and 
“ power,’’ In v\hom,yc are made, what neither Adam in 
Paradise could boast, nor angels in heaven can claim, ihe 
RIGHT lousNfcss of GOD. — Ainazing, charming truth! 
what a fountain is this, or rather what a sea of fathomless 
depth,. to obliterate all sins, and supply all wants! what a 
rotrror of stupendous graces and ever to be adored loving 
kindness j 

Ilerelpt our meditations fix, and here let all our expec- 
tations center. From this, not from any thing of our own 
let utr.defive our piece, our joy, our supreme complacency 
j-nlhto this subject we can never dive too deeply. O ! this 
pubject we can never think too magnificently. The righ- 
^c^sness of CHRIS!' is the Master-Pillar, on which out 
p|||gnt at^ eternal welfare rests. 

; , ^Thirthen^s all human hope: that nail svpp^rU . = 




: > This renders his intercessidn prevalent. He is an advo* 
cate,’ a successful tidvocate with the FATHER. Why? 
^jecause he is JESUS CHRIST the righteous * — From 
hence results his ability to justify. He shall justify many,, 
saitb the LORD JEHOVAH. On what consideration ? 
because he is rxiy righteous servant — This, and no other, 

: is the meritorious cause of our salvation. Judah shall be 
saved; shall scape damnation, and inherit glory. Oil 
what account? On account of the righteous BRANCH 
raised up tinto David^. — Since then our acceptance, justi- 
fication, and salvation ; since our comfort in time, and our 
happiness to eternity, all depend upon the righteousness of 
CHRIST ; how should we delight in contemplating its 
faultless, its matchless, its transce^i^nt excellency ! — Grand! 
all-sufficient! in every circumstance perfect! — Nothing 
.equal to it, on earth, in heaven, throughout the universe! — 
Surpassing the multitude of our sins and the enormity of 
our guilt! surpassing 111, that men can express, or angels 
conceive ! being truly, properly, absolutely Divine. 

And is this righteousness mine? Is this righteousness 
yonxs, Theron? is this righteousness free for eirrj/ sinner? 
pleasing, captivating, rapturous thought! — Who can forbear 
exulting and triumphing, in the boundless blessing ! On 
§uch an occasion, methinks, some sallies of Enthusiasm, or 
even some starts of tautology, are the language of sensi- 
bility, of property, of nature, 

Isaiah thought it such an inexhaustible source of joy, as 
should fill, more than fill the heart of sinners. Should 
overflow all bounds, and pervade the whole creation, ; 
Should ascend to the highest, descend to the lowest, reach 
the remotest, and affect even the most insensible parts of 
the universe. Therefore he cries j sing, O ye heavens; for 
the LORD, the ]|-ORD himself, hath done it. Out justify- 
ing righteousness is finished; finished by JEHOVAH, so-i 
journed in human flesh. Shout ye loioer parts of the earth : 
breeh forth into singing, ye mountains : Ojorest, and every 
tree therein, join and augment the general joy. For the 

, t I oiii t. t Im- 
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‘ LORD has, in an Infinitely magnificent and infinitely per- 
fect manner, redeemed Jacob > and glorified 4iimselt in this 
most adorable method of recovering Israel*, more than .by: 
all his other marvelous works. — O for the tongue of a Se- 
raph ! — But even this would be defective ; such ardour coldy 
and such energy languid. 

I have done: I add no more: I leave it — to some future 
letter? to some more laboured essay ? Noj but to the hymns 
of heaven, and the adorations of eternity^ to supply the de- 
ficiency of my acknowledgments. — In the mean time, let 
me intreat my Theron to contemplate our LORD JESUS 
CHRIS r, under that gracious and glorious character, de- 
scribed by the prophet, A PRIEST upon his THRONE f. 
Dignifying the sacerdotal censor by the regal diadem ; add 
ing all the honors of his eternal divinity, to the sacrifice of 
his bleeding humanity. — ^Then, I promise myself, you will 
find it almost impossible, not to adopt the emphatical and 
anient protestation of the apostle; GOD forbid, that I 
should glory, that I should confide, save only in the cross of 
CHP 1ST JESUS my LORD ; and in the consummate, di- 
vine, everlasting righteousness, finished on that bloody 
tree. 

When you made the tour of France and Italy ; and, cros- 
sing the Alps, gained the summit of some commanding 
ridge — when you looked round, with astonishment and de- 
Jighti on the ample plains, which, crouded cities, and ador- 
ned with places, extend their beauteous tracts below — 
when you surveyed the famous rivers, which roll in shining ' 
dignity along the fruitful vallies ; stating the boundaries of 
kingdoms, and wafting plenty through the nations — when 
ijon shof.your transported view to the ocean, whose unmea- 
jsurable floods meet the arch of heaven,and terminates the 
landscape with inconceivable grandeur — did you, then, 
choose to foregothe pleasure resulting from such a prospect, 
in order to gaze upon the the naked craggsof some adjacent 
rock J'or,. could you turn your eyes from those magnificent 
objects,: and fasten them with pleased attention upon a 
■Shi^llpw, piiddle, that lay stagnating at your feet ! 
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You, who have beheld the scene, can accpoiodate the 
simile, with peculiar advantage. Only I would claim the 
liberty of a triehd; and once more beg, with a benevolent 
irriportunity beg of you, to consider diligently this mysteri- 
ous righteousness, which is both GOD’s and the Christian s. 
GOD’S as to its origin and excellency. 'Hie Christian s ^ 

to its use and enjoyment; ignorance of this doctrine, loads 

into two of the mo^t dangerous mistakes, and pernicious 
evils- -an unavailing attempt to establish our own righteous- 
ness — and a fatal resolution of not submittirtg to the rig i- 
teousnessofGOD. Therefore, I cannot forbear transcri- 
bing into my paper, what is often breathed in supplication 

.from my lips — r ^ 

“ O thou GOD of infinite glory ! thou GOD of upboun- 
decl goodness! thou GOD of iminensely rich grace . w o 
hast given thy own adorable SON, to be the atonement 
“ tor ail my sins; to^e my righteousness, my portion, an 
« mv salvation— to be a better righteousness tor me, than 
" the most perfect tibedience, performed through ten thou- 
“ sand years— to be a better portion for me, than all the 
“ riches in heaven above, and in the earth beneath— to e 

“ a more complete salvation for me, than my heart could 
“ wish, or my very thoughts imagine O ! give me, give 

** my friend, o;i enlightened wulerstanding, that zve may 
“ know HIM that u true, and know him as our ow"- 
us the inestimable blessing , ^oe ”*<^9 ^ 

“ is true f even in thy SON JESUii CHRIS I. 

• SAVIOUR is the true GOD, and thus to know him neter- 

U Iffg » »> 

. My Theron needs no argument to convince him, that 
«uch a prayer is an act of rahonal and real trienasiiip > i 
the caost genuine and substantial proof, that 1 am 
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tllERON TO ASPASlOi 


DEAR ASPASIO. 

OtiR tw^lettefs have reached tny^ hand ; and 
1 hope, they have ndf missed my heart. I might intnrm 
you, what pleasure they gave me, and how highly I esteem 
them. But you desire no such compliments. You uesire 
to see me impressed with the sentiments, and living under 
their inHuence. This would be the most acceptable ac- 
knowledgment to my Aspasio, because it would be the 
most happy effect to'his ITieron. May every day, there- 
fore, bripg a fresh accession of such gratitude to me, and ot 

j«c/i satisfaction ^ you. , • t 

To watch for my soul, and pray for my salvation, 1 am 
■ thoroughly convinced, is the truest instance of rational and 
exalted fretidship. Every claim to that amiable character, 
is, defective' arid vain, if it does not extend to our spiritual 
intei^fa, and W everlasting weltare. Eor which reason, A 

‘ •' .V; ''1 A. • * ^ A 1 i .A r 
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house, which ,l,ies |^fetty, 
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'■^wj fields. While, as Shakespear with his usual s^ri^ht||^ 
■ uteSs expresses. himself, , 


-Jocund day 


Stood tip-toe on the mifty mountain’s top* 


, , 'V' v'!!,'"' 
(^1 
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: Sweet "was the breath of morn, and sweet thd'eitha|at ions 
of the freshened flowers — grateful were’ , the soft * Salutes of r 
the cooling zephyrs, attended' with' 'the pf .earliest 

birds— delightful the sun, painting with its orient the 
chambers of the firmament, and unveiling the face.; Of Uni- 
versal nature. ‘ . r 

My mind, but little effected with these inferior enter- 
tainments. was contemplating an object ot infinitely supe-i 
rior dignity. Contemplating that adorable BEING* who 
raised — frt)m nothing raised this stupendous system of 
things ; and sUpports — with his word, supports the magni- 
ficent frame. Who (to speak ini the language of his own 
SPIRIT) opcneth the eyelids af the mornings andcommandeth 
the day-spring to hmo its place *. Commandeth the light 
by its punctual and pleasing ministrations, to draw aside the 
Curtain of darkness ; and discover the skies, shining with 
glories ; and disclose the earth, blooming with beau- 
ties..- . 

Father of Ught and U/e^ said my transported mind^ 


•Thou coop SUPREME 1 


O teach me what is go<>d I Teach me TIIYSBX.F* 

Save roc from Folly, Vanity and Vice, 

■ . From every low Purfuit ! and feed ray Soul 

i; ' , "With Faith, with contcious Pcece atid Virtu«'|>ute, 

:. ! Sacytkl, fuSftantial, never-fading Bills +. ' . 

Vi*K, ' ' ■ . ' ^ 

& Wiirapt in wonder, and lost in thought, I rambled cswples- 
’ j||r,jd|ifig til|'*I;was insensibly hrought:*tp the Shore, Whjclh 
ip; ! is prodigiously high and stcong : perfecfly ^pHl 
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fitted* to- Stand as an everlasting barrier*, against the irnpe- 
' tubus stroke of, conflicting winds, and the pondefOhs swfl^ 
of> dashing surges. — Not that the omnipotent ENGINEER 
has any need, of these impregnable ramparts, Here, it is 
true they intervene ; and not only repress the railing inva- 
der,:but speak the supreme uncontroulable power of their , ' 
MAKER.—rin, other places* all such laboured methods of'; 
fortification are laid, aside.. The CREATOR shews the ' 
astonished world, that he , is confined to no expedients f 
but orders all things, according to the pleasure of his own 
will. He bids , a low batik of despicable sand, sustain the 
shock, and curb the rage of furious assaulting seas. 
'Though the waves thereof toss themselves; with incredible 
fwtccheitS^et cant hei/ not prevail; though they roar, and 
seem to menace universal destruction, j/ct ca« //tejj/wrr oner f 
• this slightest of mounds. 

A winding passage, broke the declivity of the descent ;; 
and led me, by a gradual slope, to the bottom. — The moon 
being in her last quarter, and the tide at its greatest recess 
I walked for a while, where briny waves were wont to flow. 

— ^The ebbing waters had left a vacant space, several fur- 
longs broad ; equal in length to a very extended vista, 
smooth on its surface, as the most level bowling-green 5 
and almost as firm, as the best compacted causey. Inso- 
much, that the tread of a horse scarce impresses it, and tlie 
waters of thcsea never penetrate ir.— Exclusive of this wise 
contrivance, the searching waves would insinuate them- 
selves into the heart of the earth. The earth itself would 
he hollow as an honey-comb, or bibulous as a sponge. 
And the sea, soaking by degrees through all its cavities, 
would in process of time, forsake its bed, and mingle with 
the plains and mountains. But this closely cemented or 
glutinous kind of pavement, is like cluyhtg the bottom of 
the universal qanal, so that the returning tides consolidate! 
rather- than perforate its substance. By keeping it perpe*,, 
tually moist, they prevent the sun from cleaving it with 
chinkSi-^Such I hope, will be the case, with this soul of 
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dpi But may tiieymever.iv;jj^:i»j|)®ri;''t»y'"^ 

fiMltiops, dpr a^alnacimittance into 

iifflake'me humble, and keep me .vigd|nt ; t^#::mft: rp; ;j:mK.^3^ 
•’^closely vvith mv OQD, and urge me tq. an; ine&^Uf'deipe^ 
>^d^nce on CHRIST. Then, instead, of 
m^y become advantageous ; and ’ iuste^d 
' ■■phlv cleanse the rock, on which, they-:{d^^b,-‘'!;j'< ;•-■■'• ' "■I’.v'- ;,- 

^... 'ilie mmhty’ yvaters, rest less. ey^"tiih;fthe!r:'\ot-o’®^^^ tran-' 
dultitV* >?vfth a solcain but plact4 

The 'billows, 'sometimes advancing'to kiss thd Sand ;, sOme- 
,V’ times drawing back their ciirly heads into the 
!,' tened, at their extremities, into* yu agf-' tiole raartt. WhiCti 
the rcHective representation or t'lc azn''e canopy, for- 
med tlie appearance ot a majestic Ho ting mantle ; tinged 
with a beautifaJ blue, and edged with fringes of stiver-. 
— U'.gnily and elegance, f find, arc the inscpeiable charac-.-. 
tenstics of tite CRRA I'OR’s workmanship. As cotntoft 

pnd happiness, i sometimes perceive, are the very spirit, ot 

his gospel, and tite genuine produce of hjs commands. 

How' num'-’fuus are these sands ! bid an accomptant take 
h' the ndnibcr ot them. His imagination recoils at the very 
' thought* hfumber them 1 no j not the millionth part, 

; *« jeveh in a tiibu.sand years. Or should time and ability 
. :kf .Wnce, figures would fail, and words be inefficient.” — 

, "Nothing in the whole round of creation, can suggest a hner 
' |ma^e» lo represent tlie greatest multitude* Ir.bringsto my 
i: miiH ohe of fhfi picturesque and beautiful passages,- 
' which i have met with in any language,^ The passage oc- 


ed, it i may so speaiC, me jxrncmtm '--auip, (aav . 
, . id ,6«sh Upon them as dubt, and. feathered fowls.Jike as 
:^n4 of the sea.r— Rained”, is a very bold metaphor j 
of popiousness“ri^ dusti ^.iybi^-in 
^'asanp and near some. ■ppptilouS 3 „dhy*;#^!?’f® 
'"i'fti^d^^feJihs.fhe public, t^d—like th€^sanl 04 ^'^mi 
aff^m'e'-ipoh dhe..-pi»cg4»og cpmparisoOi(.jahd. dtsMays 
■t^bji^.iirplv -ih a more 
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/}; iS6e the fieaitbery legions, lying heaps upon heaps; closely 
; viyedged, iB ' and proportionable depth. Resem- 

Jihhg the ever working surges 

h^ive, fpr'yeafs and ages, been throwing up, on the confines 
, 'of' thC'dcean? 

'Tlid 1 One would imagine, tins compiri- 
,, '^oh yas:thtphatl6al:'|n^ to denote any multitude. But 
in one instanci^, it iS 'inepmpetcnt ; it falls short. In tlenot- ' 
ing the profuse liberality pf JEHOVAH to his unworthy 
crentufesf. Cbrisider th©' multiplicity of conveniencies, 
corbforts, delights, which he lias commanded every element 
to affppd us. Consider the various blessings which his spar- 
ing, delivering, protecting providence has vouehsafed ns. 
Consider those better, far better things, which the gospel of 
bis grace offers to ul, in this world ; and which his infinite 
goodness has prepared for us, in an other world. Consider 
all this, and we may truly say, he poureth his benefits around 
us : he heapeth his nl'ercies upon us; yea, his mercies and 
hisjhptefits, are MORE m number' thanihe sand. 

'Iw sand, in another view, excites the idea of great ex- 
tent, or large capacity. Those waters arc wide, but this 
border of encircling gravel is wider still. It may be called 
the rim of the vessel, which contains the unmeasurable 
waves. Are any arms extended to such a length, as those 
which stnstch themselves quite round the world of waters.^ 
within whose ample circumference, the surges of theatlan- 
tic and pecific, the billows of the northern and the southern 
• ' ocean, find room to spread, and swell, and roll at large? 
once again Ici me admire the uncommon boldness, and ex-^ 
quisite propriety of the scriptural comparisons. They set 
forth the wisdom of Solomony by this most apposite and 
magnificent image. 6’OZ) "tfre Solomon wisdom and vn- 
• dcr^iendtng, exceeding much ; and iargene s of heart, exlen- 
; sipe and cfipacioiis, even as the sand that is upon the sca- 

’ ' gJapCe on his accomplishments will evince the 

chsfacter,— As a moralist, he spake three lhou- 
•f':^tti^pTdverbsi weighty with Sense, concisely worded, and 
ie?:^’-exGdjent use in the conduct of life.— As a poet, ins 
-Wfct 0 ihaastut^: and Jvei emhollished (if we may 
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from the specimen, that is come down to our hands) 
With'the richest imagery, animated with the tenderest affec- 
tion, and ennobled with the most refined sentimetits,~Asa 
philosopher, he had an extraordinary insight into the mys- 
teries of nature. For he made observatipnson the animals, 
which inhabit every element ; their natures, their qualities, 
their uses. He spake also of •• trees, from the Cedar-Tree, 
** that is in Lebanon, even to the Hyssop, that springeth 
'** out of the wall." — Yea; so uncoafined was the compass 
of his intellectual abilities, that “ he gave his heart to seek 
** and to search concerning all things, that are done under 
■*' the sun." With such success did he prosecute his inqui- 
ties, that there came of all people to hear the tvisdom of Solo- 
mon. Studi('us persons, from all the neighbouring nations, 
resorted to his court; that they might learn from this con- 
summate scholar, .and kindle their tapers at his lamp. What . 
added unspeakable lustre to these distinguished endowments,- 
they were so many handmaids to the great mistress of all, 
divine grace. I !e taught both subjects and foreigil||irs, to’ 
fear GOD and keep his commandments.” Making all 
his lectures subservient and conductive to true religion. 

Was ever mind so wonderfully enlarged, and so, richly 
furnished ? yet, when he cqmcs to cast up the reckoning, to ' 
acquaint us with the sum total of his acquirements, he pla- 
45es this humbling acknowledgement, at the foot of the ac- 
count ; “ that which is wanting, cannot be numbered.” 
Much I have searched ; much 1 have found ; but that 
which is wanting, that which is still to be discovered, is in- 
comparably more, The objects of science are an unbound- 
c<l abyss. 1 have only skimmed the surface, and coasted 
trie shores. What remains to be explored, in those vast 
«paces, which lie between the rar^e of a finite mind, and 
the perfections of the infinite GOD ; this surpasses the 
^wer of langtiage to tell, or of arithmetic to count. If 
cannot be numbered. — Admirable man ! I know not which 
are most conspicuous, the humility and modesty of; his -Sifn- 
timents,; the very superior strength of his faculties, and the 
■•vast compass of his knowledge ; or the noble similitude, by 
which the latter are displayed. • , 

On one side, the ntlantic main rolled its surges from 
world to wofld,— frame diffusion of waters! what' 
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a spectacle of magnificence ! what an irresistible incitement 
to reverence anti awe ; how it fills the mind, and amazes 
th^ imagination ! it is the grandest and most august ob;ect 
Sunder the tvftolO heavens. It reminds me of that apncalv'p- 
tic vision, iyhtch 'Jphn the inraptured seer, beheld “ As it 
, “ vvere a greatimoiintain burning with fiic, was cast into 
*' the sea, and the third part of the sea become blood ; and 
“ the third part of the creatures which wore in the sea, that 
** had life, died ; and the third part of the ships were ties- 

troyed*.*' I have not penetration enough, to discover 
the spiritual meaning of this passage; ,but, I discern a r.ost 
dreadhil grandeur, in its plain and literal sense, — If we 
consider the wonderful compass, and the terrible force of 
such an enormous mass of fire; if we consider its horrible 
and destructive elfects, on such a vast body of waters, as tlie 
third part ot the ocean ; how tremendous and astonishing 
is the idea ! surely, nothing but divine inspiration could sug- 
gest these Images ; jTs' nothing but an almighty arm can 
execute this vengeance. Who would not teas* an eternal 
KING, that has such weapons and such artillery, reserved 
against the day ol battle and warf. 

Spacious as the sea is, GOD has provided a garment, to 
cover it. Profound as the sea is, GOD has prepared swad- 
ling bands, to inwrap it. Ungovernable as it may be seem 
to us, he over-rules it with as much as ease, as the nurse ma- 
nages a new-born Infant J. An infant it is before almigh- 
ty power; and to an infant it is compared, by JEIIOVaH 
himself ; though, to our apprehension, it raves like u stupen- 
dous madman. — Tossihg mighty fleets, with their thousands 
and millions of tons, like a tennis-ball ; and shattering them 
with their ribs of oak and iron, like an egg-shell. 

Yet if GOD commands, this outrageous element opens a 
peaceful bosom, and receives l)is people. It smooths the 
way for their passage, and stands a.T bulwarks for tJieir de- 
■ They march through the midst of the sea upon dry 
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;gr6und, and the waters, in hanging heaps, orTalStet i0l^,fl^^^^ 
ttiountains, are a loall unto them on their f 
I'j^ft * —If he reserves his niandate, 

an irrestiblc sweep, upon the hosts of '• 

: whelm, the chariots a,nd horses of 
fusion upon arrogance, and disap{>piM:^h^d'^sjgh^ 
secution and cruelty.— If he says 6e : 
surges are hushed j and the gentles^ , quiet. If 

he says destroy, even the quiesC6rii’wStef4(^i|!>!lillt^iuto rage ; 
they rise in their MAKER'S cause Vand tenitl^pusarid lions* 
sLung with hunger, and rushing upon their prey, are are not 
Ro fierce. When he bids them execute any other commis- 
sion j the horse broke to the bit, the spaniel disciplined to 
the signal, are not half so duitful and obseqious. , Shall 
our passions be more wild and headstrong than the winds ; 
more turbulent and ungovernable than the billows ? For 
bid it, Almight) I-ORD! thou that ridest the raging of the 
sea, and the noise of his waves i tc^ixsan subdue, and calm 
the madness of the people. 

'I'he eye travels hard. It wanders a vast length, and 
vast breadth of fluctuating plains. It reaches the limits 
ot the horizon, where skies and waves seem to mingle. Yet 
it has scarce made an entry upon the world of waters.- - 
Was 1 placed on the summit of atlas, or I could, take a sur- 
vey from the peak of TenenfFe, even in this commanding 
situation, I should discern no more, than the skirts of the 
great and wide sea. Tracts of amazing magnitude, swell 
and float all around ; yet tracts incomparably broader, are ' 
still behind and tracts ofunbounded' extent, are behind even, 
those, ' , ' 

Great then, O my soul, inconceivably , grei^:< m|istdhat 
adored and glorious SGVEREIG;^ be, wholsiittetfe- -upon 
this flood ; and the v. oild of waterSf i|^)'||^Ut^^ Ipptsr^l 

to his thronet- 'Nay; who•,holds"'th|i;•>j^||;bty.^'•waJl\^)5^^^^ 
'fused as they are, from pole to pple,".^ ■ 

band ; an^'-befure' whom., in alhtl'wjr'pt^igiOpS'i^Eii^l^nSi 
they are but as tlie drop of a;, bucket,— ‘How’, 
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6f the ground sink low enough in their own »1ppfehensiQris ! 
What humiliation can be sufficiently deep for sinful mor- 
tals, before tills “ High and Holy One !” Yet hoW may 
they rise on thO wings of hope! How may they soar on. 
the pinions of faith ! When in the language of the Prophet, 
and in his own SON’s name, they thus address tiie everlast- 
ing GODi Jwakd ! awake ! Put on strength, O arni of the 
LORD ! Awakct for our succour and security, as in the art- 
Unit days, in the generations of old. Art thou not It, that 
hath cut Uahab and wounded the dragon ? Art than not it, 
which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep f Thou 
hath made the depths of the sea, a way for the ransomed to 
pass over ? 

How grand, surprisingly grand and majestic, arc the 
works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent BFJNG ! 

. What are all the canals in all the kingdoms of the earth, 
compared with this ig^^mense r(!servato’'y ? What are all the 
Superb edifices, erected by ro)aI munificence, compared 
with yonder cave ot the skies ! and what are the most com- 
mon illuminations of theatres and triumphant cities, compa- 
red with the resplendent source of day ! They are a spark, 
and atom, a drop, — Nay, in every spark, and atom, and 
drop, wliich proceeds from the hand of the ALMIGH TY, 
there is the manifestation of a wisdom and a power abso- 
lutely iiicofnprehehsible. 

Ijct us examine a single drop of water, the very lea^t 
<}uantity, which the eye can discern ; only so much as will 
' just adhere to the point of a needle. In this almost imper- 
ceptible speck, a famous philosophet eompufes no less than 
thirteen thousand globules. Amazing to conceive I Impos- 
sible to explicate ! — If then in so small a speck, abundant- 
ly more than ten thousand globules exist, what myriads of 
Jiiyriads must float in the unmeasurable extent of the ocean ! 
Let the ablest arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, 
hot the internal constitutiOh, but only the nnmbefs of thestf 
tiuid particles. As well may he grasp the winds in his fist, 

N N 
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or mete the universe with his span, as to execute the task, 
i w-Ifthen we are utterly unable to hum)>er (which is the 
jiijSst stiperBdal of all researches) even the most common 
Wrks otpe great JEHOV AH ; how can w;e pretend to 
Jay open the secrets, and penetrate the recesses of his infi- 
nite mind ! how can we pretend to investigate, the whole 
process, and solve all the difficulties, of that highest and 
deepest of the divine schemes, REOEMPTtoN. 

1 have sometimes been offended, I most Confess, Aspasio 
when you have enlarged upon the mysterioustruths of chris 
tianity. And I have often been surprised, to observe, in 
our lord’s character, the joint appearance of human 
weakness and heavenly majesty. To see him encompassed 
with every bodily want, and every innocent infirmity ; yet 
claiming every divine perlection, every attribute of that 
peerless ONE, who shares not his glory with another. — But 
I perceive, the beam was in mine own eye, when I fancied 
the mote was in my friend’s. The mist was not on the 
scriptures, but darkness on my own apprehensions. 

Is there, in every ray of light, and every particle of mat- 
ter, a depth of contrivance unfathomable by the line of any 
human understanding ? And shall there be nothng abstruse 
or profound, nothing but what is level to our scanty appre- 
hensions, in the great * thingsof GOD’s law, and the glori- 
ous t things of his gospel ? To expect this, is just as wise 
in itself, and just as congruous to nature, as to expect— a 
Aea, whose cavities might have been digged by our spade — 
a sky,' whose arche.s are unmeasurable by our compasses^ — . 
a sun, whose orb may be included in our lanthonis. 

When therefore I read of ONE uncreated and eternal 
PEING, subsisting in 'J'HREE divine PERSONS? when 
I hear of an infinitely pure and pertect GOD, made flesh 
. for the redemption of sinful men ? when 1 meditate on the 
righteous and universal JUDGE, reconciling the world un- 
to himself, by the death of his own SOlS^ i — when a thou- 
sand cUHous and inquisitive thoughts are ready to arise on 
the occasion ? I will bid tl»em first sound the de^pths di a 
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r^lngle drop, and then apply their plummet to the boundless 
ocean. This I a.m very sure, is not weak, credulity, not 
w'ild etithuyasm j but the maturest dictate of reason, and 
the Very precision. — Let then the great CREATOR rriz^e 
that sublinie declaration ; “ As the heavens are higher than 
V the earth, so are my ways, than your ways ; and my 
“ thoughts than your thoughts*.” Let every human crea- 
ture add that humble acknowledgement : “ O the depths of 

the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of UOD ! 
“ How unsearchable are his judgements, and his ways past 
“ Hnding out f !” And not devotion only, but reason an 
truth, and will say Amen to both. 

You say, Aspasio, how I am trying to adopt your spirit. 
You will observe the willing scholar, though not the great 
proficient. — But stay ! Is this right ! To divert from such 
tjbmmanding subjects, and take notice of mere punctilios ? 
— My friend may spare his frowns. I am surprised and 
am angry at myself. Away with the little arts of self-re- 
cammendation. Self should be forgot, should be swallow'- 
ed up and lost in devout astonishment, when we are view- 
ing rtie magnificence, and meditating on the wonders of 
creation. 

Behind me, and far off to the North, Cambria’s dusky 
coasts just, and but just emerged. Lost were ail her woods 
and mountains. Instead of ornamented towns, and culti- 
vated plains, a confused mist, or a low-hung cloud, seemed 
to hover on the ocean’s remotest brim. — Behind me 1 re- 
membrance is roused at the expression, and consciance 
sharpens her sting. Ah ! how often and, how long, have 
I treated in this very manner, the noblest senses, and , the 
sublimest joys! Have turned my back — ungrateful and be- 
sotted creature ! — upon the heavenly country, and wandered 
from the regions. of infinite delight ! ITierefore they now 
appear dim. 1 have scarcely a glimpse of their transcen- 
deot excellencies. Or if 1 see by faith, it is with ffei^uent 
i^itermissionsi, and much obscurity* 
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pie, O fhou GOP of my salvaHon, .turn me from 
ll^ysuing phantoms, pud attach me to th) blessed self. Let 
he henceforth steer nn invariable course to IMMANy* 
EI.,’s kingdom, May its treasur'-s, as I advance, open to 
piy view, and its glories brighten in ray eye. O ! may 
some odours, better, far better^ than Sabecan spicy odours *, 
exhale from the delectable hills, and the celestial shores ! — 
But chiefly thou eternal SPIRIT breathe upon my soul, 
both by thy cojivincing and comforting influences ! nor ever 
cease to swell my sails, and speed my progress ; till I arrive 
at the land, ifial ?> renj Jar of. That happ^ land, zohere / 
shall see the KING, the KING of grace and of glory, in 
all his transcendent and ineffable beauty f. 

On my left-hand, stood a range or moulUahipus ctiffs. 
'XJhoy ;,n'sc not sloping, but in a perpendicular direction, 
Rocks piled on rocks ! Huge ; black ; horrid ; Frowii^g 
over tl.e flood, and extending themselves, as far as the eye 
cculd reach, I I^re, bending inwards to the land ; there, 
bell) mg out into the deep} every where projecting a shade 
several leagues a-cross the ocean. 

The height of these cliffs so formidable, that every hu- 
man creature wl.o tomes near tne si mrnit, starts back /er- 
rified and aghast. Only a few stiagliug goats venture to 
graze op the lop ; and these to a person walking below, 
appear but as speejes of moving wliite. While the sea- 
jneyts, that winnow the air about the middle steep, look 
like, winged anjmancules, pursuing their little sports in a 
different region, — The aspect of these cliffs so wild and 
horrid, it is impossible to behold them without a shivering 
drejjtd. Ibe spectator is apt to imagine, that nature had 
formerly suffered some violent cortvulsiops, or been shat- 


i f Allttding to thofe linei in Milton* 
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tered by the flamin;? bolts ; and that these are the dismem- 
bered remains of the dreadful stroke. The ruins^ not o( 
PersepoUs or Palmyra, but of the world ! 

Amazing ! What adventurous daring creature is yonder^ 
gathering samphire from the cavites ot the rock ! He has let 
himself down several fathoms beneath the black and dizzy 
summit,— gleans a poor livelihood, from the edges of dan- 
ger, shall I say ? Rather from the jiarw of death. I can, 
not discover the rope, to which he clings. He seems to 
be suspended over the tremendous precipice, by a thread, 
by a hair, by nothing. — I’ll look no longer. The very sight 
chills my veins. While 1 view his perilous elevation j I can 
think of nothing but a headlong downfal, and fractured 
bones ; of brains left to reek on the pointed crags, and strea- 
ming on the discoloured beach. 

Suppose (if the mind can bear so shocking a supposition) 
some poor wretch, exposed on the brow of this stupendous 
promontory j without any support of his feet ; and cleaving 
only to a weak slender shrub, which but just adheres to the 
crevices ot the rock. What tumultuous tnrobbings seize hie 
breast ? What a dying paleness invades his checks? What 
agonies of fear rend his heart ? As he hangs, projecting over 
Ihe ragged precipice ; and surveys the ocean deep, wond- 
rous deep below ! — he bough gives way. His only hope 
fails. It yields more and more to his weight. Good hea- 
vens He sinks ! He sinks ! O ! for some friendly hand, to 
snatch him from perishing; millions millions of gold, were 
the cheap purchase of such a mercy. 

There w as a time, my soul when thou wast in a situa- 
tion, equally shall I say ? Incomparably more dangerous. 
Tottering, not only on the verge of life, but on the very 
brink of hell. Olten remember thy peril. Often review 
the formidable scene. Stand in silent recollection, upon 
the edges of the precipice, to which sickness led thee ; 
on which death pursued thee ; and from which both were 
confederated to cast thee headlong. — Look down into the 
yawning gulph^ and the bottomless abyss. See the infer- 
nal prison, and the sinners that are gone to their own place. 
Hear them weeping and wailing,!tbe gnashing of their teeth, 
and their inconsolable anguish. Observe the chains of 
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J^tkness j the devouring flame, and the ieyerlasting burh- 
Couldst thou have dwelt in that lake of fire and brim- 
'btone ? yJouldst thou have taken up thy abode amidst those 
tiellishffiends^ Couldst thou have lingered out eternal ages, 
in thdit insupportable and inconceivable woe? — Bless then 
iailoi^ and ble^ the compassionate arm, which was stretched 
the very article of need, rescue thee from this great, 
kppr^chin|',-endlei^s. perdition. Never, never forget that 
j|ra.:ious voice, which said? — in accents sweeter than the mu- 
teicof the seraphic choir — “ deliver him from going down 
*! into the pit. , Let his health be restored, and his day of 
** grace be prolonged. 

In some places, the hideons ruins not' only tower to the 
skies, but lean overtbe strand. Prominent and frightfully 
pet>dulous, they nod horror, and threaten destruction on all 
jbelow. A person congratulates himself. When he has got ■ 
dear of the bending precipice j arid can hardly forbear 
Stinking, that the enormous load is withheld by some un- 
seen hand, till the execrable wretch, doomed to a most 
astonishing vengeance, is come within reach of the blow. 
And truly, if he had the strength of the elephant, or the 
jSrmness of the Behemoth, this’ must grind him to powder, 
or even crush into atoms. 

How awful to consider! that there is a day coming, when 
wicked potentates, and haughty monarchs, will beg of yon- 
der seas, to yawn compassionately deep, and hide them in 
fheir darkest abysses j hide them them the piercing eye, 
and avenging sword, of inflexible justice.-— That there is a 
coming, when the soft voluptuary, the wanton beauty, and 
all the ungodly of the earth, will beseech those, tremendous 
iidges vvith their unsupportable burden of yocks, to rush 
down upon their guilty heads*. If, by this means, they 
ijjay be screened from the infinitely more dreaded weight of 
divine indignation. ' 

, ytiin are their cries; and vainer still would be tjheir re- 
TugCi ^ould their passionate requests be granted. Can 
floods coftcea/ the impious wretches; when the abysses of 
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the ocean shall be laid bare, and the foundations of the 
world be discoy^fe^d ? when the caverns of the ,e»rth, and:, 
the bottoms oF/t|i8 iTiount:!ins, shall be vissible as the nak-; 
ed plain jibcks secrete an obnoxious rebel'; whdti 

rocks, wii^b all ' their marble quarries, and adamantine en-" 
trails, shall dlmi'Ve like melting wax? when hills, thati 
plunfje their roots to the center, and lose their toweringl 
heads in air, shall start from their affrighted base, andflee^ 
away like chaff before the wind? — Good GOD! What" 
racking anguish must they jeel! what inexpressibly severer 
torment must they fear ! who can implore, ardently implore 
as a most desirable favour, what invagination itself shud^rs 
to conceive. 

In some places, these mountainous declivities lift their 
brow aloft ; plant their basis deep ; and, instead of portend- 
ing a fall, defy the fury of the most impetuous elements, 

• Firmly consolidated, and stedfastly established, they liave 
withstood the united, <he repeated assaults of wiii i.^aiid' 
waves, through a long series of revolving ages. — i pl sa- 
cred writers, 1 observe, select almost all the striking images, 
which the whole creation affords; in order' to coinrnunicate 
their heavenly ideas, with the greatest advantage. Isaiub 
describing the security of the righteous, takes his compari- 
son from the grand spectacle before my eyes. *• He shall 
** dvyell on high ; his place of defence shall be the muni- 
" tions of rocks*”; inaccessible as those lofty ridges, im- 
•moveable as tlveir everlasting foundations. 

Should it be asked, what these munitions of rocks may- 
signify? — I wou*d find two places of refuge and safeguard, 
.pointed out in scripture ; to either of which, I believe, the 
metaphor is applicable. He had horns of his handt there 
was the hiding of his poioer^. Uncontroulable and omni- 
potent power was lodged in the great JEHOV'^AH’s hand ; 
and this was the sure defence, this the iinpreguable garri- 
son, foriallhis people. — The church pf CIlRiSl' is Siud ^<> 
be in the clefts of the rock J ; that spiritual rock, of whidh 

lAaii xxirki. t Habak. iii. 4* 
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Israelites drank in the Wilderness ; yerierable .and pre-> 
'Vicious clefts were opened, when the blobdy spear tore up 
;the REDEEMER’S side, 'and cut a wide and deadly pas- 
iage to his heart. Surely, the inhabitants of this rock have 
reason to sing *. What should disquiet them ? Who can 
^destroy them ? Why should not the voice of joy be ip thcif 
dwellings, and that hymn of holy triumph in theif mouths? 
We have a strong city : Salvation hath COD appointed, 
salvation itself, for walls and bulwarks f. — Happv should 
, I think myself, if I was interested In this SAVIOUR^ and 
established on this ^ck. 

Yonder on the summit of the most cohspIcUoits clilf, is 
erected a grand and stately pile. At the top, my glass dis^ 
covers a superb lanthorn ; at the foot are the huts of fishcr-» 
men, surrounded with various sorts of nets — It is, I suppose 
a Light-house. Intended to apprise the sailor, of his dan- 
ger ; and shew’’ him, where the shelves lurk, and where the 
whirlpool boils. Or else to point out the course he should 
steer ; and conduct him into a sate road, and secure har-« 
hour. 

Both the situation, and design of the building read me l 
lesson : the one ot awful admonition, the other, of com-* 
lortable instruction.- — Comfortable instruction. How ma^ 
sy and ponderous is the edifice ! yet, there is not the least 
reason to be apprehensive, of failure or insufficiency, in 
the foundation. Was the structure ten thousand times lar- 
ger ; was its weight ten thousand times greater ; the solid 
'rock would support it, with the utmost case, and the ut-*- 
most steadiness. Such is CHRIST j such are . his merits ; 
such his gloiious righteousness, to those wise and blessed 
jsouls, who rest all the weight of their eternal interests on 
him alone. Such, did I say ? much surer. For the moun- 
tains may depart, and the hills may be removed J; but this 
divine basis can never sink, can never be shaken. — Awful 
admonition. For, it recals to my memory that alarming, 
jat welcome text§, which you styled the spifitual light- 
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liouse. Which has been as serviceable, to my distressed 
nwnd, and bewildered thoughts; jis such an illuminated 
vyatch-tower, to the wandering and benighted mariner- 
May I often view it ! ever attend to its taithful direction ! 
and be with-held, by its interposition, from that devouring 
gulph, and that destructive shoal, dependence on self-righ- 
teousness. Be led, by its influence, into the Haven — the 
fair and happy Haven of salvation ami grace. 

Now 1 have mentioned havens, I cannot but admire the 
state and disposition of the shore. I see even in its rude 
and shapeless form, a most pleasing display of divine good- 
will to men.--In arranging this vast assemblage ot earth 
and water, the ALMIGH I'Y disposer has kept a continu- 
al eye upon our benefit. Were the shores straiglU, like the 
walls of our garden ; or smooth, like some polished globe; 
thej might seem more orderly and gracelul. But how de- 
tiimental such a piece cjf'delicacy, to navigation, to com- 
merce, and the prosj)erity of human aftairs ! Our ships, in 
stormy weather, would be like stragling parties of vanquish- 
ed and flying troops; pursued by an enr: ged enemy, and 
shutout from every fortress, every place ol reiuge. 

This GOD’s infinite wisdom foresaw, and his infinite 
goodness determined to prevent. For which purpose, he 
made the boundaries of the great deep, not even and siiapc- 
ly, but most advantageously ragged and irregular. — Here, 
the earth is scooped and excavated, far many miKs ; as if 
it had been bored, by some prodigiously largo auger. — 
I'here it sinks, an^l turns, and winds, somewhat like the 
wards of a lock ; giving easy adniis'ioii to our ships and. 
fleets, but barring the access ofturious and destructiv e sur- 
ges. — Y'^ondcr, two huge promonroiies, horrible to beoold 
advance, as it were WMth haugliiy strides, into the deep. 
They frown over abyss but look, with the most smiling as- 
. pect, on the weather-beaten bark. .Amidst the arms of 
these frightful, but Iricndiy chlis, the sailor and liis ves.sel 
find shelter, repose, and saleiy. — In one or otUer ot tlicie 
various harbour.s, they drop llioir tear, as they drop their 
anchor; and defy tlie rage of tempesis, and care not lor all 
the madness ol'th.e ocean. 

O o 
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How many thousands and millions of lives, has this h:ind 
provisionary safeguard, rescued from destruction ! Withemt 
these most commodious receptacles the sea would be cover- 
ed with wrecks; and the waves be little better, than a grave 
to the mariners. Bnt, putting into some hospitable port, 
they are beyond the reach of danger. Though howling 
winds rend the sky, and fiercest hurricanes toss the sea, 
they abide in perfect security, llius they abide, till the 
storm is hushed ; till the billows subside ; and a Calm takes 
place. 

Such, methinks, is the state, the happy state of the righte- 
ous. Who can sav, in faith and in truth, the eternal GOD 
is our refuge. What haven can be so safe, as his omnipo- 
tent protection ? As the arttn of his power, and tH<S wings 
of his providence ? In the' midst of perils, their persons arc 
secure. Surrounded by enemies, their persons are undis- 
mayed. Even when it shall hail, coming down on the fo- 
rest ; and the city shall be low in a low place ; thy people 
O LORD, shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 
quiet resting-places *. 

I.et me but once again survey those rude bnt majestic 
elevation.s, those wild but noble deformities, tlie cliffs. — 
Fortifications, reared by an Almighty hand, to protect us at 
once from warring elements, and invading enemies. — Ram- 
parts, which oveilook and command the ocean ; and view- 
ed by distant mariners, seem to touch or prop the sky. 
Which have surrounded our isle ever since the universal de- 
luge, and will be her never failing defence even to the ge- 
neral conflagration. — If some opiniated engineer should 
take it in his head, to suspect the .stability yt tnose unshaken 
bulwarks ; if he should make proposals for strengthening 
■ them with buttresses, or girding them round wdth cramping 
irons ! How would his pro.cct be received ? With appro- 
bation and applause ? Or vciiii the sneer of contempt, aivi 
the hiss of indignation r “ Fool that lie is ! To think of en- 
“ larging and coiToborating these magnificent and everlast- 
“ ing works of nature, l)y the puny piddlings of art !’’ — - 
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Such, SO foolish and. preposterous, is that once favourite 
conceit, of^ddine my own performances, in order to in- 
crease the justifying efficacy of CHRlST’s obedience. 
What a disparagement this to the great the divine founda,- 
tion ! Which for the support of burdened, and the security 
of indangered sinners, is sufficient— is self-sufficient— is all 
sufficient. 

Hark ! Whence is that shrill noise ? It is what Milton 
calls, the sea-mew’s clang. I look round and find her by 
her voice. How she plays on the breeze, and sjjorts on the 
surge ! Free as the first, unconfined as the last. Sometimes 
1 see her sweeping the lofty cliffs, or skimming the level 
deep. Sometimes I behold her springing in the air, anti 
soaring far above the summit of the Admiral’s mast. Anon 
.she shoots as low into the heart of the ocean, loses our sight 
and seems lost to the world. On a sudden, the feathery 
diver emerges ; shakes the brine on her wings ; rises on 
those strong pinions ; .,and with a triumjffiant scream, flits 
along the shores, or sails through the .skies. 

How wonderfully has PROVIDENCE fitted this and 
some other animals, to sojourn in either elcnci.ent ? Be they 
In the moist or dry, in the dense or rare, in the buoyant at- 
mosphere or the overwhelming flood, it is all alike to them. 
They are citizens of either region ; and are presented, if I 
may so speak, with the freedom both of sea and land. — Is 
not this a significant emblem ol that happy temper descri- 
bed by St. Paul, and excmjihfied in his conduct. “ I have 
“ learned, in whatever state I am, therewith to be content., 
“ 1 know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
“ abound. Every where, and in all things, 1 am instruct- 
“ ed, both to be full and to be Imngry, both to abound and 
“ to suffer need *. 

Now we behold liim in prosperity. He rides upon the 
high places of the earth, with sun shine all around him. — 
He is received as ClIIt lST JESUS, and respected as an 
angel of GOD. People are willing to pluck out their own 
eyes, and give them to him. — Ere long the scene shifts, 
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and we behold him in adversity. He .is smitten into the 
' place of dragons, and covered with the shadow of death. 
His own familiar friends forsake him. His enemies come 
about him like exasperated bees. And the general cry is, 
“ away with such a fellow from the earth.,”— Yet what 
equanimity is preserved amidst these startling , revolutions ! 
,Iike the Caspian sea, which neither ebbs nor flows, he is 
still the same : the same humble, zealous, heavenly-minded 
Christian. Unchanged by vicissitude, he stoops with dig- 
aity, or ascends with ease. Alacrity in his business, and 
complacency in his condition, are his inseparable atten- 
dants. In all things approving himself the minister of GOD, 
and the friend of man. — But let us hear his own words. 
They are inimitably beautiful. I never read, in any author, 
a greater sublimity of sentiment j and I never observed, in 
any description, a more genuine magnificence of spirit. 

As amphibious animals live and move, either in air or 
water ; so says the apostle, we pass unhurt and unalTected, 
through honor and dishonor, through evd report and good re- 
port. As deceivers, and yet true ; as unknoion, andijet well 
knoxen ; as dying, and behold we live ; as chastened, and not 
'killed ; as sorrow/ul, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich ; as having nothing, yet possessing all things*. 
What a noble superioritv to all external circumstances. — 
This is liberty indeed. He is more than conqueror over 
every wrong and over all tribulation. 'J his is the exalted 
character. This the truly great man. 

How changeable is the face of this liquid element ! nof 
long ago, there was nothing, from this stony boundary, to 
the horizon’s utmost verge, but the wildest tumult and 
most horrible confusion. Now the stormy flood has smooth- 
ed, its rugged brow', and the watery uprore is lulled into a 
proiound tranquility. Whore rolling mountains rushed and 
raged, threatening to dash the clouds, and deluge the earth ; 
there the gentlest undulations play, and only just wrinkle 
the surface of the mighty bason. Where the dreadtul 
abyss opened its wide and unfathomable jaws, to swallow 
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up the trembling sailor, and his shattered vessel ; there a 
calm and clear expanse diffuses its ample bosom, alluring 
the fish to bask in the sun, and inviting the sea-fowl to 
watch for their prey. 

In this fair floating mirror, I see the picture of every 
cloud, which passes through the regions of the sky. But 
in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, I see more 
plainly the inconstant and ever variable condition of human 
affairs. — ^Yonder go the ships. Some associated, like con- 
stellations in the expanse of heaven. Some solitary, like 
planets on the etherial road. Two or three arc perfectly 
distinguishable. Their sails are all expanded. They swell 
to the breeze, and catch the rambling gales. Their keel 
ploughs the wave, and their hull shaves the level deep. — 
The mariners, delighted with these peaceful seas, and this 
serene, soothing state of things, have, perhaps no appre- 
hensions of danger. They think not of the irresistible 
storms, which may gather around them ; nor of the ship- 
wrecked dead, that lie buried beneath them. I wish them 
a prosperous voyage. Yet, sincerely as 1 wish it, I durst 
not undertake to insure it. Soon may clouds darken the 
s^ne, and lightenings glare amidst the gloom. Soon may 
JBe winds howl, and the tempest rave. Nor man, nor an- 
flk can ascertain the continuence of thip halcyon weather, 
■Knuch as a single day, or even to the next hour. — And 
w me not fondly promise myself an uninterrupted tenor of 
^renity in my mind, or of prosperity in my circumstances, 
■teetimes, indeed, my heart exults under the smile of hea- 
and the favour of GOD. Bat soon ; ah ! too soon I 
clouded with fear, and oppicssed with corruption. I 
sigh out that passionate acknowledgement, wretched man. 
that I am ! and add that wishful inquiry, who shall deliver 
me? — For thb' disordered state of things, the afflicted pa- 
triarch’s complaint, is the most apposite motto, and the 
most wholesome memento ; changes and war are around 
me’ But there is a world, where disastrous revolutions 
will be knotvn no more. Where our enjoyments will no 


* Job 5 t, 37. 



^78 THERPSr to ASFASlb 

longer fluctuate like the ocean, hut l>e niore stedfast than 
the rocks, and more immoveable than the shores. 

In this vrorld* ** we are never secure. Calamity comesiike 
a thief in the night j at a hour when we are not aware ; and 
from a quarter, which we did not suspect. Out of such acome- 
jposed sea, which is the very image ot tranquility, some- 
times destruction rises. And rises in its most dreadful form. 
— A prodigious detatchment of water issues from the deep ; 
and, by some unknown but wondrous force, advances in 
the upper regions. It spreads amidst the clouds, or be- 
connes itself a black and horrid cloud. The sea boils, as 
the whirling column ascends ; and the air roars, as it re- 
ceives the unusual weight. Laden with ruin, and big with 
death, the tremendous meteor lours. It hovers for a while 
on the groaning atmosphere ; as tho’ it was singling out its 
prey, or taking the surest aim. Tlien bursts — in a moment 
bursts, and with irresistible impetuosity fills. The rock, 
torn from the summit of a mountain, and tliundering down 
the cliffs, plunges not into the foaming brine, with half the 
fury or half the noise. The very ocean is startled at the 
shock *. — But if a ship, an unfortunate shij), happens to be 
within the reach of this precipitated deluge, alas ! no strength 
of timber can sustain, no art of sailors can eiude the blow. 
All is lost. The vessels is dashed into shivers, or sinks like 
lead in the mighty waters.— So, only ten thousand times 
deeper, must sinful men have sunk ; .sunk, under the wrath 
ofGODand the curse of the law, had not our gracious 
REDfliEMER bore the burden of both, inhis own body on 
the tree. 

Here, I see an immense collection of waters, in a state of 
deep repose. Could I extend my view to some remoter 
tracts, I should behold every thing smoother and calmer still. 


• V/c hwe a verj' remailcable and terrible account of a water-fpnut, recorded in the 
PbiJofophical traijfafHons. — •" A fpoui (Anno 171!.) breaking on EmwU-nioor, near 

** Coin in LancaHiire, the country was inimeduudy ovcrllown ; a brook, »n a few mi- 
** uutes, roie bx feet pcrpenflicularly high; the ground, wiieron the ^pout fell, winch 
waafixty feet over, was lore up to the rock, winch was no Ids than leven feel 
** deep ; and a deep gulp made for above half a niJe, the i jrth bein^ railed on eithrf 
fide in great heaps/’— Wliat were the ftouteft fhip b-.ictfh fjch a load of falling wa- 
ters? Likeaa uud^r the weight of a i^yramid. 
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It frequently happens, on the eastern coasts of Africa, that 
not a ridge, swells, nor a furrow sinks, the surface of the 
ocean. ’Tis all like a glassy plain. The waves are asleep. 
Not a gale stirs. Even the downy feather, hung on the cor- 
dage, is motionless. The sea stagnates. The mariner is 
becalmed ; and his vessel reels, but scarcely creeps. — 
Whereas, could I survey the straits of Magellan, or the gut 
ot Gibralkr, I should find a very striking difierence. There, 
the waters pour with vehemence, and rush forwards with 
impetuosity. All is there in strong agitation, and rapid 
progress. The ship is whirled through the narrow pas- 
sage ; and rides, as it were, on the wheels of the surge, or 
on the wings of the wind. — This, my dear Aspasio, is a true 
image of what I have been, and of what I am. Some 
months ago, when I was insensible of guilt, all my prayeis 
were listless, and all my religion was a kind of spiritual 
lethargy. I felt not in my heart what I uttered with my 
tongue, llosaiitiahs were but an empty ceremony, and 
confessions froze on my formal lips. — But, since the SPI- 
RIT of GOD has awakened me from my dream, and con- 
vinced ine of sinfulness, I cannot no longer be satisfied 
with indolent and yawning devotions, trials and tempta- 
tions put strong cries into my mouth. My soul mourns be- 
fore my LORD : my desires plead with the blessed GOD: 
and I am ready to say, as the patriarch of old, “ I cannot, 

‘ I must not, I will not let thee go, unless thou bless me 

I see no flocks of sheep, with sober assiduity, nibbling 
the grassy plains. No lambs, with innocent gaiety, and itt 
little parties oi pleasure, frisking along the sunny banks. 
Here are no stables fur the generous steed, nor pastures 
for the lusty heifer. Nevertheless, these watery regions are 
stocked with colonics of proper and peculiar inhabitants. 

Inhabitants ! Is such a thing possible ? Can any creature 
live in this suffocating clement? Can they move and act, 
propagate tiieir species, and continue from generation to 
generation; were we, ii iurnersed but a few minutes, ine- 
vitably perish ? — 'd is wonderful indeed ! What we could 
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' tiot have believed, had wtjflot seen with oiir cyes, or ktiown 
by sure experience, The existence and history of fishes, 
'"without the comment; of experience,; would have semed a 
philosophical romittfcej something td imagination amusing, 
but in reality impossible. — Yet, though the almighty pow- 
er of our GOD, not only living creatures, but the greatest 
of living creatures are formed from uuder the waters *. 
In number countless, and in bulk matchless. Yea, and 
have their being, life, and health, in what we reckon the 
seat of suffocation and death. 

They are all clothed and accoutred, in exact conformity 
to the clime. Not in swelling wool, or buoyant feathers ; 
not in a flowing, robe, or a full trimmed suit ; but with as 
much compactness, and with as little superfluity, as possible. 
They are clad, or rather sheathed in scales. VV'hicli adhere 
closely to their bodies, and are always laid in a kind of na- 
tural oil. Than which apparel nothing can be more light ; 
at the same time nothing more solid, and nothing so smooth. 
It hinders the fluid from penetrating their flesh ; it prevents 
the cold from coagulating their blood ; and enables them 
to make their way through the waters with the utmost faci J 
lity. If, in their rapid progress, they strike against any 
bard substance, this their scaly doublet breaks the foree of 
the blow ; and effectually secures them, from casualties, at 
least from harm. 

Their shape is slender and tapering ; fitted to divide the 
waters, and to traverse, with the least obstruction, a very 
resisting medium.- — Their tail is extremely flexible. It 
consists of vigorous muscles, and acts with uncommon agi- 
lity, By its alternate impuse, it causes a progressive motion ; 
and by Treated strokes, it darts tlie whole body to anydis- 
tance. They have each a cur'ous instrument f , by which 
they increase or diminish their .specific gravity; sink like 
lead, or float like a cork ; rise to what height, ordescend to 
what depth, they please. — Wlicre-ever I turn my view, I 
perceive a wisdom, perpetually truitful of designs ; a power, 
completely execuling whatever is projccti.d; a goodness, 
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still, still communicating comfort and happiness — commu-* 
nicating tliam, in various, unsuspected, innumerable ways ; 
—nay, communicating them, both by what is witVilield, 
and by what is imported ! as these creatures have, proba- 
bly, no occasion for the sense of hearing ; as the impressions 
of sound pave very little, if any existence in their habita- 
tion ; to have given them the usual furniture of ears, would, 
have been an incumbrance, rather than a benefit. 

This is the abode of Leviathen, hugest of living creatures. 
IJcfore whom the broad-limbed elephant, a.nd the tall- 
necked camel, are mere shrimps. A strctched-out promonto- 
ry, when he sleeps; a moving island, when he swims; 
“ making tlie sea to boil like a pot ” when, nnweidily 
wallowing, tie lakes his prodigious pastime.' — Here, the 
voracious sl-.atk, that assassin of the finny nations, roaxr.s 
and commits his ravages: imbrues his horrid fangs, ami 
marks liis rapid path, with blood. — Here dwelt that great, 
and greatly :.urprising*fish, whose fierceness and avidity the 
Almighty SOVEREIGN employed as his pursuivant, to? 
arrest a fugitive prophet. Whose anijilc j.,ws, or capaci- 
ous entrails, were the dungeon to confine a rebellious sub- 
ject, and the cabin to lodge a penitent oilender. Wliose 
bulk and strength and speed were a kind of vessel, trans- 
porting this convict to the bottom ot the mountains, and 
the bars of tlic earth *. After the criminal was sufficiently 
chastised and properly humbled, they served as a galley 
with oars, to convey him safe to land. 

In the same element resides, (at least takes up part of his 
residence) that formidable monster, who is made without 
fear, and has not his like upon earth. He estecmelh the 
pointed iron as straw, and ponderous brass as rotten wood. 
His heart is as hard as a piece of netl cr millstone, and its 
scales are a coat of impenetrable mail. Strength not to be 
resisted, much less to be subdued, lies in.strenched in his si- 
,newy neck. His eyes are like the eyclals of the opening 
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day j and when he rolls those glaring orbs, there seems to be 
another morn risen on mid-moon. His teeth are terrible, 
jagged for rapine, and edged with death. His throat is as 
a bunding furnace ; clouds of smoke are poured from his 
mouth. None, no not the most resolute, dare proVoke 
him to the combat, or even stir him up from his slumbers. 
He longeth at the shaking of the spear, and sorrow march- 
etb in triumph before him *. Whenever he raiseth him- 
self, the mighty are afraid ; where-ever he advancelh, ruin 
is there. — If a mere creature is capable of spreading such 
alarm and dread ; how greatly is the CKEA'I'OR himself 
to be feared ! who can turn the most harmless iiihabirant 
of the ocean, into a ravenous alligator, or a horrid croco- 
dile ! who can arm every reptile ot the ground, with all the 
force and rage of a lion ! 

’I'is iniposdble to enter on the muster-roll, those scaly 
lierUo and tli.it afinuter fry, which graze the sea-weed, or 
stray, through the coral groves, d'hey are innumerable, as 
the sands which lie under them ; countless, as the waves 
which cover tliem. — Here arc uncouth animals, of mon- 
shapes f, and t}ualilies. Some, that have 

been discovered by the uKiuisitive eye of man ; and many 
more, that remain amo ig the secrets of ihe iioary deep. — 
Here are sholes and slioles, of various charactcr.s, and ot the 
diversiiied sizes ; from the wliale, whose bouncings 

“ tempest the oce..i',” to tl.c e'cancsrcnl anchovy, whose 
substance .dissolve's in the sm.d.ejt tiieassee. — Some, lodged 
in thetr iiearly siiells, and fattening on their rocky beds,- 
seem atle-ntivo to n > Idgher employ, than that of imbibing 
moist nutriment. Tacse, bm a small remove from vegeta- 

' ' j..:.. xi,. 

i Mor-Hroiis fh-ipr*'-— iK vvoid lifli , wln^fc tipper jaw is lenotlicnrd into a 
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iu.is oc called the chJiijpn Ml »jf liiv. woU'.’A. ■; lu-voi <. x or-'ding rislecn left ii» 

yet coufjeiing iU o v\tv)jo)i at (it.rc I'o tn i .d lo i n ji.t ik. 1 <'Ms, R iuplcj» not lo 
to the Whale laiidcll,— - 1 i.; *' t l-ei 110 i<nJ ; Item', to he all head; 
;!(i d was it niM n .r two fi'.s, wlnc!i,iH ihcpaitol -i.i., Vvonl.llm (MiLcnt lie lounJ inalvot 
flefhv— - i’bc , reniai l< ahji foi ns n.iuu 1 . -n , Jc „mi as irmiiy ilawsiby which it 

has the itppcaraijee nt a nieic ntlefi, and l<(‘i.'is fnied n.../ i.i ii.,',]. At the lame time, an 
cxcrcicnec aiiling c«t the baek, ctutnes it tti tlex 1 and |»n.iuc ,1 ilcuJy comic in the WAV< ». 
cdjotIi*Mt iL may pais under the tW'j'-bnJ izUi cd 4 Kij>,i ...od a Reptile, 
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ble life, are alipost rooted to the rocks, on \vhich they lie 
reposed. While other, active as the winged creation, and 
swift as an arrow from the Indian bow, shoot along the 
yielding flood, and range at large the spacious regions ol the 
deep. 

Here is the Tortoise, who never moves bat under her 
own portable pent-house. The Lobster, w’.iicli, wliethcr 
she sleeps or wakes, is still in a state of dr;. "'; c, and. clad 
in jointed ariDour. The Ouster, a sort of livi '.'-f ii ll v, in- 
garrisoned in a bulwark of native .itrjo •. many 

other kinds of sea reptiles, or as the psaliiiiol sj.eaks, things 
erecpbi^ inmunerable . — 1 am surj.-rised at the \'ariety of 
tlicir figure, and charmed witit tiie splendor of their co- 
lours. Unsearchable is the wisdom, and endless the con- 
trivance, of the all-creating {«OD! — Some arc rugged in 
their form ; clumsy in their gait j and little betier than 
hideous in their aspect. Their shells see o, to bf tin; pro- 
duction of a disorderly jumble, rather than theciil -tsof 
skill and design. Yet we .shall find, even in these sivming 
irregulariti'cs, the nicest dispositions. 'I'hese abodes, ui’- 
cOLith as they may ajipcar, arv' ad.ioted to" the gi.mi.is of 
their respective tenants ; ar; e.'caefly suited to t'beirpard u- 
lar exigencies. Neirher the Ionic (K iicacy, imr tlu- Cotio. 
Z/j/f/n richness, nor any otiier order oi arehitecUtre, .v on d 
have served tl'.eir purptiscs hall so well, as Inis coarse and 
homclv fabric. 

Some on t^e otlicr IitpH, arc* extremely n - it. 
structure is all symmetry uikI elkgauce. JV > unamc: ui t;ie 
world is C(»mj)a*alde to ilicir j>o;Lsh. i Ukie is no: a r )oni 
of state, in ail the palaces of Lmopc, so briiiiaf'tiv adorn- 
eel, as the climnj^-room and the becl-cham[)er o! ihe iinle 
fish, that dwells in motner pearl. Such a iovely mix- 
ture of red, and blue, and grexn, so delii^'.jtl'uhv the 

most clear and glistering ‘pround, is no w'here <'ise to be 
seen. The royal power may covet it, and human arr may 
mimic it; but neither the one, nor tt.e other, nor bolli 
united, will ever be able to equed it, 

IJut what I admire more, than all their streaks rmd their 
spots, more than all their rf*gu!ar, or romantic si!r!j)es, is, 
the extraordiiiii^ry provision m.ade for their safety. — Nothing 
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is more relishing and palatable than their flesh. Nothing 
n'jore heavy and sluggish that their motionsT As they have 
no speed to escape, neither have they any dexterity to elude 
tl;e foe. Were they naked (>r unguarded, they nmst be an 
easy prey to every frec-booter, that roams the ocean. — To 
prevent this fatal consequence, what is only clothing to 
other animals, is to them a clothing, a house, and a castle. 
They have a fortilication, tliat grows witii their growtli, 
and is a part of tlicmselves. By this means, they live se- 
cure amidst millions and millions of ravenous iawi, By 
this means, they are imparked, as it were, in their ov. n 
shell ; and, screened Irom every other assaulr, are reserved 
lor the use and pleasure of mankind. 

'I his is tie birth-place of Cod, the standing repast of 
lent. This is the nursery of Turbot, for its exquisite re- 
lish justly styled, the pheasant of the waters. I lencecomes 
the Siur^con, delicious even in pickle, and a regale for 
royal luxury: hence the io'a/ic/cr , dappled with reddish 
spots ^ and a supply for vulgcr wants — licre dv^ell the 
Jlfackcircl, decked, when halcei Irom tlieir naiue clement, 
richly decked witli the most glossy dies: the llcrnyiz, 
whose back is motlod with azure, and Ids belly s eek with 
silver: the Sahuon, in plainer habit, but of larger substance, 
and higher esteem, than either or both the preceding. — 
These, when shotten and lean, wander wildly up and down 
the vast abyss. When plump and delicate, they throng 
our creeks, and swarm in our bays: they repair to the shall 
lows, or haunt the running streams. — W!io bids these croa-' 
turcs evacuate. the shores, and disperse themselves into all 
quarters, when they become worthless and unfit lor our 
service ? who rallies and recals the undisciplined vagrants, 
as soon as tlicy are improved into desirable food ? who 
^appoints the very scene of our ambushes, to be the place 


♦ IIcT-e is the appearance rrf a miflak i Not the rif)nnfler, T apprehend but the Plaices 
is (idr>]>loi with -retldish spots : Yetst vciy trivia! i.s the nip, fake, that to remaik it migh*- 
be dctnu'cl apicre of rcfuied inipt itim nee, did I not make M>in anunds by the follow- 
ing on.'-crvalioi'. IVitb v/lnch, i tat pioraivc niystlf, tic u.iicr will iu>t lie displeased, 
Lspaiaily it exhibits a v^iy st.'nal taiice ottiOD /viun ;1, tv’s nidnlj^eut goodness, 
tvcii Lo the meanest of bis cteation, ’ aiteist'ie j’encrai nitMiodoI hi5 pjoceedj»’o> 

. rcqm>ite, toi iJit bcnditoi the cuiiipivJt of iuiy 
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of their rendezvous ? .so that they come like volunteers to 
our nets ? surely, the furlow is signed, the summons issued, 
and the point of an ijnion settled, by a providence ever in- 
dulgent to mankind ; ever studious to treat us with dain- 
ties, and load us with bene^ts* 

We have wondered at f our SAVIOUR’S penetration 
and power — his penetration, which, though the sea was at 
a distance, and walls intervened, discerned the fish, that 
had just swallowed a piece of money — his power, which, 
without any delay J, brought the lawless rambler, charged 
with the silver spoil, to Peter’s hook. But is it not equal- 
ly wonderful, to observe such innumerable multitudes of 
finny visitants, annually heaving our friths, and crouding 
upon our shores? making this welcome approach, at the 
most jiroper (oeriods of the year, and in an orderly succes- 
sion of one species to another. All which furnish our ta- 
bles with a wholesome and delicate repast; at the same 
time, that they yield to our naiion a revenue §, more cer- 
tain, and no less considerable, than the mines ot Peru. 

1 he-e approach, while those ot enormous size ar.d tre- 
mentious appearance abandon the shores. The latter might 
indanger the fisherman’s safety, and would certainly scare 
away the valuable fish from our coasts. I hey are there- 
fore restrained by an invisible hand, and abscond in the 
abysses of the ocean. Just as the wild beasts of the earth, 
impelled by the same over-ruling power, hide themselves 
in the recesses of the forest. — A ship, intected w’illi a pes- 
tilential di.->tempcr, is obliged to keep off at sea, and not 
permitted to enter the port, till she has performed her qua- 
rantine. In like manner, these monsters of the deep, wlmse 
very business is distraction, are laid under a providential 
interdict. Only with this desirable difference, tl.,at, as theif 


• Psali Ixviii, J 9 , t See letter VI IT. p, 96.- 

J Without any delay — Fur the dlrectiorii to Fitter arc, take theftah that Itrst conaethup. 

Wc are told, that the hanks of Newfoundland alone, hripp; in to the proprietors of 
that fishery, a revenue of bovcral inilltons every >er.r. — And they will in all piobahility* 
be an unimpaired ic,souice oi trcaMne, vshetj the uclot tpii.ci, novv wyiked 111 the wQrW, 
are choaked up oj cx.h-«u.stc(i. 
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pr€!8ence would always be pernicious, they are never sufi* 
fered to come near. Their quarantine is perpetual. 

Ask now ike beasts, and they, shhll teach thee; and the 
Jowls of the air, and they shall fell thee : or speak to the 
earth, and it shall teach thee* s and the fishes of the sea 
shall declare unto thee — that the LORD is gpcious — that 
his tendet mercies are over all his works- -that to us he is , 
superabundantly and profusely good. .Having ordered all 
things in the surges of the ocean, as well as on the surface 
of the ground. Tor our rich accommodation, and for our 
greatest advantage. 

One circumstance, relating to the natives of the deep, is 
very peculiar, and no less astonishing. As they never sow, 

' nor reap ; have neither the produce of tlie hedges, nor tiie 
gleanings of the field ; they arc obliged to plunder ami de- 
vour one another, for necessary subsistence. Tliey are a 
kind of licensed banditti, that make violence and murder f 
their professed trade. — By this means, prodigi )us devastati- 
|>ns ensue ; and without proper, without very extraordinary 
recruits, the whole race must continually dwindle, and at 
length be totally extinct. — Where they to bring forth, like 
the most prolific of our terrestrial animals, a dozen only, or 
a score at each birth ; the increase would be unspeakably 
too small for the consumption. The weaker species would 
■be destroyed by the stronger j and, in time, the stronger 
must perish, even by their successful endeavours to main- 
tain themselves. — Therefore, to supply millions of assassins 
with their prey, and millions of tables with their lood, yet 
liot to depopulate the watery realms; the issue produced 
by every breeder is almost incredible. They spawn, not 


♦ Job xiit 7^ 8. The farth is rcprescnteclj as bearing witncH to the immense hcnijE^nlty 
ihe blessed COD. Some minutes, or a short abstiacl, of Iter tcs'iniony ou tins oce..su 
ofi* may bq 5ten in Letter VJ, 


4. To thi«, the Prophet alludes, in that r^^rn;^rkal>]^ cKprifTion ; Thou m.^kcO 

as the of t'itc fea Thou fufteieth nu-n to roni.’i t. \a dlunil k Jhaiiit o coi.t' id, 

all manner of outrap;e$. What Oiould he a civil rturinnn.* > , a IcciTf ol oj^picfbon. 1 
'weakcll arc a prey to and every occ IccKs ilic aciUuitiou of ins nci^^hbout. 

1 . , -.''fi 
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by scores or hupdreds, but by thousands and by millions. 
A single mother is pregnant with a nation. By which a- 
mazing, but most need tul expedient, a periodical reparati- 
on is made, proportionable to the immense havock. 

I low welcome this reparation is, and how very servicea- 
ble, let those forlorn people acknowledge, who dwell un- 
der the northern pole. Their Wants are few, and tlicir de- 
sires moderate. . Ye.t moderate as their desires are, they re- 
ceive no supply . from the Orchard ot the Furrow, Instead 
of acres waving with yellow grain, or trees bending with 
ruddy fruit, their fields are frozen to iron, and buriecl under 
mountains of snow. — Since the earth denies them her usual 
succours, tl^e sea takes them under her parental care. — 
Even the wile temj^cstuous ocean, seems to pity those poor 
outcasts ; and opens to them her hand, or (if you please) 
administers to them her tears. It is said of the founder of 
'Rome, that, wiien a helpless and exposed infant, he was 
suckled by a ravenous wolf. It is certain, that the natives 
of Greenland and Zcmbla, being abandoned by their com-^ 
mon mother, are nourished by the howling billows. — riiese 
furnish them with plenty of fish: whose bonesyield timber 
for their lints, and utensils for their families; while the oil 
and the flesh, atiurd a warming liquor, and a fattening food, 
for their meals. Which are to them, a much better suste- 
nence, more suitable to tlu-ir cons' itution, and clime, than 
the sallads of the garden, or the sheaves of the harvest. — ■ 
Thus does a gracious providence give to all, even the most 
destitute of men, not only tiieir daily bread, but the bread 
which is mo^t proper for their state * ; is best adapted to 
preserve them in health, in vigour, and chearfulness. 

As the sea is peopled with animated inhabitants, is also 
variegated with vegetubte pro, uettons. Some, soft as wool ; 
others hard as stone. Some rise, like a leafless shrub ; some 
are expanded, in the form of a net ; some grow with their 
• heads downward, and seem to be hanging on, rather thait 
springing from, t:)e juitiiigs of the rocks these may, with 
much greater propriety, llian the famous plantations of Si- 


^ iTgv. }ixx, 8. 
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mirarois, be called pensile gardens. .These~but, methinks, 

I hear the'check ot inspired wisdom j hast ihou entered into 
the springs of the sea ? Or hast ihou'tpatked in ike search of 
the depth* ? A just reproof ! As rhy walk reached ne 
farther than barely the purlieus of the ocean ; as neither you 
nor I have ever taken a single turn among those submarine 
graves Moses, Joshua, znd d^onah: the only writers that 
ever made the wonderful tour, intent upon more important 
themes, have left us no memoirs relating to this curious 
point j I shail not venture to advance any thing particular 
on the subject. Only one remark I would offer in gene- 
ral. — ■ 

. The herbs and trees, subbisting on tlie land, are nourish- 
ed by the juices, which permeate the soil, and fluctuate in 
the air. Tor this purpose they are furnished with leaves, to 
collect the one ; anti with roots to attract the other. AVhere- • 
as, the sea-plants, finding sufficient nourishment in the sur- 
rounding waters have no occasion to detatch a party of roots 
into the ground, and forage the earth tor, sustenance. In- 
stead therefore of penetrating, they are but just tacked to 
the bottom ; and adhere to some solid substance, only wdth 
such a degree of tenacity as may secure them from being 
tossed to and fro, by the random agitation of the waves. 

We see from this, and numberless other instances, what 
a diversity there is in the operations of tlie great CREA- 
TOR’S hand. Yet every alteration is an improvement, and 
each new pattern has a pecidiarfttiess of its own. — I'he 
same ceconomy takes place, such a difference of adminis- 
.tration I mean, in his governitient of the rational world. 
In " choosing an heritage for his people,” and assigning a 
condition to each of his servants, their is a great variet;^ with 
respect to individuals; yet a perfeet uniformity, and com- 
plete harmony, with respect to the w'hule. — Some he calls 
out to a course of distinguished labours. They make an 
illustrious figure in life, and ap[)ear as a city set on an | 
hull Others he consigns over to obscurity. They are like 


I 


* Jylj xxxvili. i6. 


+ MatU V. 14. 
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the prophets, whom good Obndiah hid in a cave, and are 
styled his secret ones*. Those, the cedars, which stand 
conspicuous on the top of Leoauon: these, the violets, which 
lie concealed at the foot of a briar, 

St. Paul was eminently qualified for busy scenes, and the 
the most extensive services. He is introduced, therpTore, 
into the places of concourse. His ministry lies amidst the 
most renowned populous cities. Even his imprisonment at 
Pome, seems to have' been a providential expedient for fix- 
ing him, as it were on the stage of public observation 
and in the very center of universal intelligence. Where, his 
preaching was like plunging a stone into the midst of a 
smooth canal ; which not only affects the neighbouring 
parts of the surface, but spreads the floating circles over all 
the wide expanse f- — Whereas, thebeloved John, being less 
fitted to bustle among a crowd, is sent into the unfrequent- 
ed solitary island j therg to indulge the flights of heavenly 
contemplation ; and receive, with uninterrupted attention, 
the mysterious visions of GOO . — Job shall have thorns in 
his path ; have the dunghill for his seat ; and, be exposed, 
as a mark to all fhe arrows of tribulation. Solomon shall 
dip his foot in oil ; shall be elevated on the throne of royal- 
ty •, and surrounded with the most lavish carresses of hea- 
ven. 

In all -this seeming, this more than seeming contrariety, 
there is a display, not only of sovereign authoi itv, but of 
consummate benignity and wisdom.-*-The greaf HEAD of 
’the church, acts like a judicious general ; and appoints 
such a station to each of his soldiers, as corresponds with 
the ability he gives. He acts like the most skilful physici- 
an ; and prescribes such a remedy for all his patients, as is 
most: nicely suited to their respective cases. He knows 

Q Q 


* Psal. Ixxxiii. 3, 

+ Therefore the A poftlc, fpcaking of th is abode an J his preach in at Rome, has thef<b 
wycmphatical woids ; ih.tc ,i!. the Gc.u.lcs might bear. 2 Tim, ’iv. 17 which, con- 
hdered mthe prececding bght, have a peculiar propriety. BecauMo Rome they repa.rod 
from all c^iinrterf J and Iroin thence they relumed, 11110 all parti of the kiioVkU world.. 
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the precise point of time, the particular place of abode, the 
peculiar circur^stances of conditioh, which are most exact-* 
1^ proper for ea,ch and every of his children j and, like a 
tender as well aS unerrini^ father ; what he knows to be 
best, that he' constantly allots. — I said like a general, like a 
physician, like a father. But the comparison is low ; the 
language is inexpressive ; CH^fST is all that is implied in. 
these r^ations, and unspeakably tn6re—b 1 that we may 
rejoice in the superintendency of such a SAVIOUR ; and 
nor only resign ourselves to his will, but thank him for ma- 
naging the helm — thank him for steering our course, 
through the changes of the present hour, and all the uncer- 
tainties of futurity. Since, whatever our froward and pe- 
tulant passions, may suggest, the LORD’S ways are so far 
from being unequal, that they have all possible fitness and 
propriety ; they are ordered “ in number, weight, and mea- 
“ sure.” 

All is so very different from the prospects, whicli lately 
presented themselves, that I can hardly forbear asking, 
whether 1 am not translated into a new world ? — Where 
are the fruitful vales, garnished and enriched with the 
creator’s bounty ? Where are the branching groves, 
vocal and hartiionious with their MAKER’S praise ? No 
cultured field, nd opening blossom, not so iT.uch as a green 
leaf appears. None ot my late entertainments remain, only 
the cooling zephyrs. Which arc no longer perfumed with 
the breath of tiowers, but ini[iregnatCd with the freshness of 
the ocean. Yet, though all those lovely landscapes are 
withdrawn j though the gurgling fountain is silenced, and 
the blooming garden lost : i am not far from the origin, 
both of the, odours, which exhale from the one ; and ot the 
crystal, whioh Hows fnitn the other. I am now upon' the 
piargin of that ti'and imirvoir, wlych supplies the country 
.with its fertility, and the paiterre with its beauty. — 'I'he sea 
is the exhau-stible cistern of the universe, d’he air and sun 
constitute the mighty engine, which works without inter- 
mission, to raise the liquid treasure. While the clouds serve 
its so many aqueducts, to convey the genial stores along the 
atmosphere ; and distribute th<'m at seasonable periods, and 
in regular proportions through all the regions of the globe. 
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I question, whether the united application of mankind 
could, with their utmost skill, and with all possible perco- 
lations, fetch a single drop of perfectly sweet water from 
this unmeasurable pit of brine. Yet the action of solar 
heat draws off, every hour, every minute, millions and mil- 
lions ot tons, in vaporous exhalations t> Which, being skil- 
fully parceled out, and securely lodged in the bottles oj hea 
ven J ; arc sent abroad, sweetened and refined, without 
any brackish tincture, or the least bituminous sediment. — 
Sent abioad upon the wings of the wind, to distill in dews, 
or pour themselves in rain ; to ooze from the orifices of 
fountains II; to trickle along the veins of rivulets; to rise 
in the cavities of wells ; to ndl, in many a headlong tor- 
rent, Irom the sides of mountains ; to flow, in copious 
streams, amidst tlie bosom of burning desarts, and through 
the heart of populous kingdoms. In order to refresh and 
fertilize, to beautify aiul enrich, every soil, in every clime. 

riow amiable is tlie goodness, and how amazing is tlie 
power, of the world’s adorable MAK.ER ! — How amiable 
his goodness ! in distributing so largely, \vliat is absolutely 
necessary, and exceedingly beneficial. I'hat water, with- 
out which we can scarce perform any business, or enjoy 
any comfort, should be every one’s property. Should spring 
up from the soil ; should drop down from the clouds ; 
should stream by our houses; should take a journey, from 


* 1 liav? not forgot It what waj. lately alii mt tl lu our public papers ; aicita'ii 
ingemout. jjiiilieri.tit, J li nk mi the city ot liati louucl tnil t lie .n t ol Iw i. c " im' g 

lea-whtn. What he pr('dutL<l, iniglit pi ot>al>i v .'ppiov c itiolt to the tulle, uail ii 
without iis uielulnels. Yet 1 t .in not tint qnere. whether it will be lonnd to have ab ihwlc 
fine, balmy, i.iiiitik’-ows qinlitte.,, w'hu h cintinguith and reconiinciid the i am w'ac. r. I 
would not altennu to depiLCi.ee .any xvnablc Jii‘.eutK*ii ; yet I Ibould iiotvci) much 
wonder, if the puny Alcinliec could eqiui tins grand appaiatus ot nature, 

■f Jt is fuppofed, llrnr from the Mcd'teriancan lea alont-, there ajilcs, in vaporous c> lia- 
bdiOics, inf>re tliaii tiv,. iliocti.ind m.llions of tons, within ihv Ipatf^oloiv 's , imhici - dnv. 
^ et tlie Mediterranean leu b, no moic propoition to the whole ('xtuit <»1 the ocean, tii.vu 
l» public road bears to tlie diuKunoiu* ot a tountiy, tinough winch lLlc.lo,^. 

J So the clouds are elegantly thled in tacred writ, job wxvib. 37. 

H Wc arcr obliged to Clemens Romanus lor the moll inll aud delicate nr Ircprclentvition 
ot touutaius and their ulelidncls, that pcihaps an\ v, luie ckiIU. 1 lie coihpjii ton, 1 Re- 
lieve h> hisfiwn ; and noLinng can eAtcod tt, as to pl'^petiy and duty,. 
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the ends of the earth, and the extremities of the ocean, on 
purpose to serve us. — How am::izing his power ! ITiat a 
boundless mass of fluid salt, intolerably nauseous to the hu- 
man taste, should . be the original spring, which deals out 
every palatable draught to mankind, and quenches the thirst 
of every animal ! Doubtless, the power by which this is ef- 
fected, can extract comfort from our afflictions, advantage 
from our calamities, and “ make all things work together 
“ for good 

Vast and various are the advantages f, which we derive 
from the litjuid clement : vast, as its unbounded extent ; 
various, as its ever-mutable surface. — The sweet waters 
glide along the earth, in spacious and sportive currents, 
with their humid train, their exhaling moister, and their 
gay appearance, they enliven and exhilarate the adjacent 
country. While plenty follows, whcre-ever they flow. — 
By giving a conti ual shake to the circumambient air, they 
prevent its stagnation ; they disperse their own vapours ; 
and promote the purity of «heir sister-element. Indeed, 
these watery ramblers imjiart much the same improvement 
to the air, the prospect, the whole scene, as vivacity and 
chcarfulness add to the temper of their rational inhabi- 
tants. 

These circulating floods pass by opulent cities, and re- 
ceiving all their filth, rid them of a thousand nuisances. 
Which, when once committed to these Huid scavengers are 
as effectually secreted, as if they were burled at the very 
center of the earth. — Yet, though they condescend to so 
mean an employ, they are fitted for more honorable ser- 
vices. They enter the gardens of a prince, and conmose 
some of the most delightful ornaments of the place. They 
glitter updii fb^scye, as they float in the ample canal. They 
amuse tlie imagina'lion, as they ascend in curious /ef d'Eaus. 
I hey yield a nobler enfc^isiinment, as, forming themselves 


• Rom viii. st. 


+ The high value which mankind set upon this clement, and the many benefita they re* 
fftivc from iti mmiftration, both thefe paruculais arc very ftrongly cxprciTcd by fUc He- 
brews* Cw« vii« liiaU vii. a* 
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into sheets of sloping silver, they fall in graceful or in grand 
cascades. — If, instead of beautifiers, vve think proper to 
make use of them as drudges, they ply at our mills ; they 
toil incessantly at the wheel ; and, by working the hugest 
engines, rid us of abundance of fatigue, and save us a pro* 
portionable degree of expense. 

So forcibly they act, when collected ; and most surpris- 
ingly they insinuate, when detatched. They throw them- 
selves into the body of a plant : they penetrate the minut- 
est of Its organized tubes : and, subtil beyond all expressi- 
on, they find a passage through meanders, too small for the 
eye to discern, too numerous and intricate even for imagi- 
nation to follow. — I low difficultly does the mason’s labour, 
bendmg under the burden of mortar on his head, push his 
way up the rou!?ds of a ladder ! while these servants in the 
employ of nature, carry their load to a much greater height; 
and climb with the utmost ease, even without the assistance 
of steps or of stairs. They convev the nutrimental stores 
of vegetation, from the lowest fibres that are plunged into 
the soil, to the very topmost twigs that wave amidst the 
clouds. I'hey are the caterers for the vegetable world * ; 
or 'if I may be allowed the expression) the sutlers, which 
attend the whole host of plants j to furnish them with sea- 
sonable refreshment, and necessary provision. By means 
of which, the “ trees of the LORD are full of sap, even 
“ the cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted f”. 
Notwithstanding their prodigious elevation, and vast diffu- 
sion ; though they are abandoned by man, and deprived of 
all human cultivation ; yet, not a single branch is destitute 
of leaves, nor a single leaf of moisture. 

Besides the salutary, cleanly, and serviceable circulation 
of the rivers j the sea has a libration, no less advantageous, 
and much more remarkable. — Every day, this immense 
collection of waters, for the space of five or six hours, flows 


• St. Peter feemsto here hinted at this property of the waters; in a remarkable paffage; 
which is tomewhat obfeured in the i.nglith veriion, and thereiore leldom underiloud by 
fhe EngVilh reader. The earth llanduig out of the water aud in the water. » Pet. i li, 5, 

t rial» civ. i€. 
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towards the land. After a short pause, it retires again to 
its inmost caverns ; taking up nearly the same interval for 
the retreat, as it required for the access.- -How great is the 
power, which sets the whole fluid world in motion ! which 
protrudes to the shores such an inconceivable weight of 
waters, without any concurence from the winds, frequently 
in direct opposition to all their force ! How gracious also 
is the providence, which bids the mighty element perform 
its tumbling revolutions,' with all the exactness of time and 
measure ! was it suffered to advance, with a lawless and 
unlimited swell ; it might sweep over kingdoms, and deluge 
whole continents. Was it irregular and uncertain in its 
approaches, navigation would be at a stand, and trade be- 
con;e precarious. — Ilut, being constant at its stated periods* 
and never exceeding its appointed bounds, it creates no 
alarm to the country, and afi'ords very considerable aids to 
traffic. 

I said, constant. For at the proper hour, or rather at 
the precisely proper minute, the waters are sure to be in 
motion. They flow with the most ready obedience, like 
servants at their master’s call. They croud as it were in 
contending multitudes, ambitious to perform their CREA- 
I'OR’s will. — Rushing up our large rivers, they clear and 
deepen the passage. In many places, they spread a copi- 
ous Jlood, where a dry and empty waste lay before. 

Is the sailor returned from his voyage, and waiting at 
the mouth of the channel ? the flux is ready to convey is 
vessel to the very doors of the owner ; and without any 
hazard of striking on the rocks, or being fastened in the 
sands. — I las the merchant freighted his ship ? would he have 
it transferred to the ocean ? the reflux tenders its slervice ; 
and bears away the load, w ith singular expedition, and with 
equal safety. — Behold O man I How greatly thou art be- 
loved, how highly favoured by thy MAKER I In what part 
of his works has he forgotten or overlooked thy welfare ? 
shew me a creature, point out a spot j in the formation or 
disposition of which, be has not been mindful of thy inter- 
est ? /i(‘ 'las made thee to have dominion bve?- the ruorks of his 
hands, and has put all things in subjection under thy feet. 
All sheep and oxen s thefoxvls of the air, and the jishes : 
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yea, and the surges of the sea are conducive to thy be- 
nefit. Even these, wild an impetuous as they are, yield 
their willing backs, to receive thy load ; and, like a tracta- 
ble as well as indefatigable beast of burden, carry it to the 
place, which thou shah nominate. 

What preserves this vast flood in a state of perpetual pu- 
rity ? it is the universal sewers, into which are discharged 
the refuse and filth of the whole world. That which would 
defile the land, and pollute the air, is transmitted to the 
ocean, and neither mischief nor inconvenience cause. Those 
swarms of — which, while living were a plague to 
Pharodh, by their loathed intrusion ; and when dead, might 
have caused a mure dreadful plague, by their noisome 
strench — swept into the sea, were neither pestilential, nor 
offensive. How then is tliis receptacle of every nuisance 
•kept clean ? Why does it not contract a naxious taint, and 
diffuse contagion far aii^near? Such as would render it a 
_g/'rtrt‘ to the aquatic, and bane to the terestrial animals? — 
* I'is owing, partly to its incessant motion, partly to its sa- 
line quality. By the one, it is secured from any internal 
principle of corrii})tiun ; by the other, it works itself clear 
horn every advciuiiious defilement. 

A directory this, and a pattern for me ! — ^Thiis may di- 
vine ^racc, like tiic penetrating power of salt, cure the de- 
depravity of mj heart, and rectify t'ne disorders of my tem- 
per ! Season my words, and make all rny conversation sa- 
yourv ! — d'hus may a continual cour ■■ of activity, in my se- 
cular and my sacred vocation, j)revent the pernicious effects 
of indolence ! let me daily c.vqfcise, or be attempting to ex- 
ercise, the graces of Christianity. Lest raith become fee- 
ble; lest hope contract dimness; and charity wax cold. 

When I began my walk, the waters were upon the ebb. 
They, slunk away from all the strand, as an army overpow- 
ered, though not put to flight, witiulraws trom the field. 
Now like the same army, re-iuspirited by their commanders, 
or re-inforced by an accession of troops, they are returning, 
as it were to the charge. — Wave rises upon wave, and bit 
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low rolls over billow. Their progress is slow, but determi- 
ned and persevering Much of the smooth sandy area is 
already over-run. ^e extremities of the rocks are cover- 
ed. The foamy invaders approach nearer and nearer. No- 
thing can divert, nothing retard their course. Though Ca- 
nutus* himself was in the way j though his royal authoriiy 
and strict prohibition interposed ; nay though all the forces 
of his kingdom were up with orders to stem the torrentj 
this grand detatchment from the deep would scorn thefeehle 
opposition ; would not be checked so much as a single mo- 
ment ; but continue, still continue the wide expansive 
swell, till it as reached the destined point. — So, may I al- 
ways abour.d in communion with GOD, or in beneficence 
to men ; resigning one religious or charitable employ only 
to enter upon another } and be thus pressing forward still 
pressing forward, to the prize of my high calling in CHRIST 
JESUS. — Differing from those regular vicissitudes of the 
ocean, only in one particular ; that my endeavours never 
ebb, 7«y soul never draw back. Since this would be if 
temporary f to my grievous loss j final, to my aggravated 
perdition. 

The tide is, now at its height. The spacious sapdy plain, 
on which I lately walked is overflowed. A tract, almost 
unmeasurable. Is taken from our feet, and hid from our eyes. 
A thousand figures, and a thousand footsteps, imprinted on 
the level beach, are erased. And had there been ten thou* 
and times ten thousand more, they would all have been 
obliterated with equal ease,— How happy are they, whose' 
sins are thus covered ! whos^iniquities are all blotted out ! 
and not one of their transgressions remembered any more I 
— Well my soul, be of good comfort.-' Certainly the blood 
of the divine REDEEMER, is able to do this for thee ; 
even for thee, chiefest of sinners. What guilt can be too 
great, for an infinite atonement to expiate ? What guilt can 


* Alluding fco a mfmvrable and instrufiive florv, recorded of King Canutuj, 
jirol>ably ivUlicut having read, had neverthelcf^ ihorouglily learned, that excellent leflon of 
Horace-; 

. Htgum timendorum tn prepno^ 

> jti ibfos Imprritim ejl ]ovt3^ 
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be f£> as the nieril of an incarnate GOD,? OrTering 
the body of his flesh to death — ofFcring the blood of his heart 
tp be spilt — offering his very soul, and his vvhole person, 
through the eternal SPIRI i , as a spotless victim, to GOD 
for us ! — Can I doubt whether this immensely grand pro[)i- 
tiatibn, is able to do for my conscience, what these refluent 
waters have done on the margin of the ocean ? Would not 
this be a dishonor to the blessed JESUS, greater than the 
lashes of the scourge, and the crovrn of thorns ; viler thaa 
the insults, mockery, and spitting ? 

Consider the sea in another capacity, and It connects the 
remotest realms of the Universe ; bv facilitating an inter- 
course berween their respective inhabitants. — What short- 
•sighted beings are mankind ! how superficial their views 1 
how unavoidable tlierefore their frequent mistakes ! the an- 
tients looked upon this bottomless deep, as an unpassable * 
gulf. If our forefathers were so egregiously mistaken in 
this instance j let not uS'too peremptorily pronounce upon 
any difficult or mysterious point. Lest succeeding 
generations, or a more enlightened state, should cover us 
with the double confusion of childish ignorance, and foolish 
conceit. 

We have clearly demonstrated, we happily experienced, 
the very reverse of that grey-headed surmise to he true. 
The ocean, instead of being a bar of seperation, is the great 
bond of union. For this purpose, itjs- never exhausted, 
though it supplies the whole firmament with clouds, and 
the whole earth with rains. Nor ever overflows, though all 
,the rivers in the universe arc perpetually augmenting its 
stores, and pouring in their tributary floods.— -IJy means of 
this element, we travel faither, than birds of the strongest 
pinion fly ; and discover tracts, which the vuUure’s eye has 
never seen ■!■. We make a visit to nations, that tie drown* 
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ed in their midnight slumbers, when every industrious per- 
son on this part of the globe, is bestirring himself in all the 
hurry of business. We cultivate an acquaintance with the 
Sun-burnt Negro, and the shivering Icelander. We cross 
the flaming line, we penetrate the frozen pole, and wing 
our way even round the world. 

This is the great vehicle of commerce. — Not to mention 
the floating castles, which contain whole armies and 
their commanders •, which bear the thunder of the cannons, 
and all the dreadful artillery of war ; which are capable 
of demolishing fortresses, and spreading terror among na* 
tions, — Let us only contemplate the trading vessels; h(»w 
numerous ! of what large dimension ! and of what prodi- 
gious burdens ! which are continually passing and repass- 
ing this universal thoroughfare ! 

There go the snips. — Ships, that are freighted, not with 
.sacks, but with harvests of corn ; that carry not pipes, but 
vintages of wine ; that are laden, not with bars of iron, 
blocks of marble or wedges of gold, but with whole quar- 
ries of massy stone, and whole mines of ponderous metal. 
All which, lodged in these ivlatile sfore-houses, and actua- 
ted by the breath of heaven, are wafted to the very ends of 
the earth : wafted, enormous and unwieldiy as they are, 
more expeditiously than the light Birlin bowls along the 
road : almost as speedily, as the riiaibie-footed roe bounds, 
over the hills*. 

As’.onishing ordiiaition t-f eternal wisdom! Yet most 
graciously contrived h.T the benefit of niankind ! I can 
hardly satisfy mj view, in beholding this rolling chaos ; 
f^tretched, ten titousand times lanlur, than iny eye can 
reach. I can never cease my adntiration, in contempla- 
ting Its amazing properties. — That an element, S(; unstable 
'«nd fugitive, should bear up such an immense weight as 
would bend t! e firmest floors, or burst tiie strongest beant^l 
7 hat tl'ic thin and yielding air should drive on, with so 


^ A {Lip, urucr a Lnfl. cui ll&idy will si the rale gf m B4iLoiirii : 

jjrcrf *ycniip;. .t Ux wiinl c frfVuLnl'k, In the fame untci career, lur Icveial clays, 
t-j^athcr. A courfc, wliicb, Cw* n* ilii.cfs ai.n ctuinol be et^naU 
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,fnuch facility and speed, bodies of such excessive bulk, as 
the strength of a legion, t.'r an army, would be unable to 
move. — That the air and the water, acting in conjunction, 
*hould carry to the distance of mai.y thousand miles, what 
the united force of men and machines, could scarcely drag' 
a single yard. — Puny and despicable are our attempts: but 
great and marvelous ate thy works, O I.ORD GOD Al- 
mighty ! If thou wilt work, says the prppiiet, who or what 
shall let it * ! Neither the meanness of the instrument, nor 
the greatness of the event. A'' sling and a stone shall lay 
the gigantic bravo in the dust f . An ox-loaJ shall do more 
execution than a train of artilicr)' Even a.“ worm shall 
*' thresh tKe mountains, and heat them small, and make 

the hills as chafi'”. GOD ALL-SUFPICIENT is his 
name; and out of weakness lie maketh his strength perfect. 

' — Oh ! that we, my clear Aspasio — that I especially — may 
be strong in the LORD, janci in the power of his might ! 
'I'hen as the light air is made to act with a more forcible 
impulse, than the most vigorous engines ; as the fluid wa- 
ter is made to sustain more ponderous loads, than the most 
substantial works of masonry ; so we, who in ourselves are 
nothing but im])Otence, shall be enabled to triumph over 
the legions of hell, and tread down all the temptations of 
the world. 

How are the mariners conducted through this liquid 
plain, than which nothing is more wide, and nothing more 
wild ? Here is no track to he followed ; no post of direc- 
tion to be consulted ; nor any shepherd’s hut, where the 
Wandering traveller may ask his way. Yet the voyage is, 
perhaps, no less than a thousand leagues. Are the voy.i ;ers 
p[uided, by a pillar of fire in the night, or a moveable cloud 
in the day ? As the Sons of Jacob and Joseph were escort- 
ed through the eastern deserts. No ; but by a mean, con- 
temptible, and otherwise worthless fossil. 


* I«aii Kltiii 13, 


+ 1 Sam, xvii. 30. 
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The Apostle James mentions it, as a very observable 
fact } that the “ ships, which are so great, and driven of 
** fierce windsi yet are turned about with a very small 
** helm, whithersoever the. Governor listeth Is it not 
equally wonderful, that they should be led through such a 
pathless and unmeasurable waste, by so small an expedient 
as thejJntervention otthe loadstone f ? — Till this'surprising 
mineral was discovered, and its properties were improved, 
navigation lay in its cradle. Was, at best, a mere infant, 
which crept timorously along the coasts ; was obliged to 
keep within sight of the shores ! and When once driven out 
beyond the narrow sphere of her land-marks, could neither 
ascertain her situation, nor pursue her voyage. But this 
guide- -when every beacon on the top of the hills, is vanish- 
ed from the acutest ken ; W'here nothing but skies are seen 
above, and seas alone appear below- — this guide points out 
the proyer passage. I bis communicates an intelligence, 
which shines clear in the thickest darkness, and remains 
steady in the most tempestuous agitations. This has given 
not indeed birth, but maturity to navigation ; and turned 
her swadling bands into v. ings. Ibis has emboldened her 
to launch into the heart of the ocean, and enabled her to 
^angc from pole to pole. 

A needle touched by the loadstone, guided Cohtmhit^ 
through the vast^Atlantic, and led him to the discovery of a 
flew world. The direction and advicesof this simple instru- 
ment have opened for our sailors a way to both the Indies. 
And a sea-compass, w'hich cost, perhaps, no more than hall a' 
crown, is the means of conveying into our harbours the 
rarities and .riches of the universe. Thus does GOD, 
both in the operations of nature, and the administrations of 
piovidence, accomplish the most important ends by the 
most incoiuiderable means. — When the formidable Sisera 


Jamo iii. 4. 

♦ I am aware, th.-il other expedioita are ufed for ihaping a proper courfe on the ocean, 
fuch as making; okk.v tions,from the fun and heavenly bodies, by maihcmalical iuftru- 
ments. But thcic, s beinvi, ate only iubordinatc aids to tiic needle. The grand regula- 
jtor IS the npgnet. 1 i'avc } eard an e^pcrlm^cd iailor dtciare i he would rather be with 
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is to be cut off, the blow shall be given, not by some puis- 
sant champion, but by the hand of a woman *. When Je- 
richo is to be demolished, those impregnable , fortifications 
shall fall, not beneath the stroke of batterring engines, byt 
before the sound of rams horns f. — When a hundred thou- 
sland A/idianites arc to be routed, the LORD of hosts will 
gain this signal victory, not by numerous legions complete- 
ly armed, but by a handful of hraelites, accoutered only 
with trumpets, lamps, and pitchers J. — Who would have 
thought, that from the root of Jesse, a root out of a dry 
ground, should arise that great tree, which stretches her 
boughs uuto the sea, and her height u?ito the heavens, and her 
branches unto the ends of the earth ? That the despised Ga- 
lilean and the carpenter’s son, shouldbe the SAVIOUR of the 
worldj. and the HEIR of all things ? Nay; that a person 
humbled like the meanest of slaves, and executed like the 
vilest of malefactors ; nailed to a cross, and laid prostrate 
among the dead ; thdf HE should restore life and immor- 
tality to ruined sinners ; should open the gates of grace and 
glory on lost mankind ? that a few illiterate creatures, takeok 
from the barge, the oar, and the net, should confute philo- 
sophers, and convert kings ; should overthrow the strong- 
holds of idolatry, and plant Christianity on its ruin ! — ^This, 
is a circumstance, which though a stumbl'ngblock to some 
people, has considerably strengthened my faith. It is per- 
fectly agreablc to the ALMIGHTY’S manner. It is (if I 
may so speak) the distinguishing turn of his hand, and the 
•peculiar of his works. Whence does he raise the 
charmingly beauteous flower ? whence the magnificent 
myriads of the forest-oaks ? whence the boundless and in- 
estimable stores of the harvest from rude, from small, al- 
most unnoticed seeds ; from principles, which bear not the 
least proportion to t heir effect. — Besides ; this most empha- 
tically speaks THE GOD. It shews the lighting down of his 
glorious arm § and absolutely precludes all the pretentions 
of human arrogance, or finite power. Appropriates the ho- 


* Ju^g. iv. 9, 
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Psal. xxjt. 3*. 


t Judj* va. ij. 



-tHERON TO >S?ASIO, 


not 

tror to that supreme AGENT, before whom the easy and 
the arduous are both alike. All men that see it must confess^ 
THIS HATH GOD DONE. 

Through this channel, are imported our island the choice 
productions^ and the peculiar treasures, of every nation un- 
der heaven. So that you and I can breakfast upon a disso- 
lution of the American kernel f ; and see the rich nutriraen- 
tal liquor froth in our cups, without ever tempting the foam- 
ing brine. We can steep the delicately-llavoured Chinese 
leaf, in the waters of our own parlour, and be regaled with 
an infusion of the finely-scented Arabian berry. We can 
Season the friendly bow'l with the juices of the orange, or 
refresh our clammy palate with the pulp of the tamarind ; 
witlwut feeling that fervent heat, which imparts such a 
fever-cooling virtue to the latter. We can pile Upon our 
•alversa pyramid of Italian figs; fill the intrivtices with the 
.ky -dried raisins of Malaga; and form a summit lor the invi- 
ting structure, with the Pastacia Nut of Aileppo. — By this 
means, the eastern spices exhale their odours on our tables; 
end the western canes transfuse their sweetness into our 
viands. We clothe our bodies with the vegetable fleeces J 
of the south, and line our apparel with warm furry spoils 
from tlie north. We can wear the pearl, polished in the 
abysses of the Persian gulf ; and walk on the carpets 
manufactured in the dominions of the great Alogul ; yet 
neither expose ourselves to the rage of boisterous seas nor 
the more dreaded treachery of barbarous people. — In short 
by the grand and beneficial expedient of navigation, every 
tide wafts into our ports the abundance of tiie universe to 
be laden on our quays. London becomes a mart of ntitions ; 
and almost every private house in the kingdom, is embel- 
lished or accommodated from the four quarters of the 
globe. 


^ Cilkd ike COCOB, which 'tffordft the principal ingredient of chocolatn, and growi ot 
a finall tree m America. 

% Cotton, which ii a fort of wopj enrompaning the feed of a tree —It* fruit is of m 
otgl form, about the fize of a nut. As it ripens it grows black, on thr ouifide; and, b>^ 
^he heal of the fun, op^s in fcyeral places, discovering the cotton thongh the cUfU| whicla 
u of an admirtblv vhitesiefd, Scje Ciau a. 
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Almost every private house. — Is not this more like rhe- 
torical flourish, than real truth ? are not all the advantages, 

I have mentioned the peculiar portion of the rich? Is not ^ 
the sea, like high life and the gay world, somewhat capri- 
cious and partial ? bestowing lavishly her favours on th©, 
wealthy, at the same time that she neglects the needy? — 
Quite the reverse. Like her most exalted yet most conde- 
scending CREATOR, she is no respecter ot persons. She- 
deals out her liberalities to all ; to the wealthy, such as are 
suitable to their circumstances; to the indigent, such as are 
best adapted to theii ’condition. It she ornaments the a- 
bodes of the first, she employs the hands of the last ; fur- 
nishes these uith gainful labour, tliose with elegant accom- 
inoclatioiis. Wliat a multitude of industrious people ac- 
quire a livelihood, by preparing the commodities intended 
for exportation ! and what a multitude of dexterous artifi-, 
cers maintain tlieir families, by manutacturlng the materi- 
als imported from abroad ! 

It is reckoned a \'aluable species of beneficence, to pro- 
vide proper w'ork for the poor. This withdraws them from 
any temptations, and preserves them from mucli wickedness. 
It hinders them from being a burden to themselves, and a 
nuisance to the public. They might otherwise be idle, 
and as verminc on the body politic : or even mutinous, and 
as vipers in the bowels of the nation. Wliercas, by ex- 
erting themselves in a due subordination, and wdth becom- 
ing diligence, they are the very sinews of the community ; 
or like the grand wheel in the macliine of state, whose in- 
cessant activity distributes plenty, and pours innumerable 
conveniencies through the whole. — What a master then, of 
rather what a mistress, is the sea! How extensive her cor- 
respondence, and how large her demand for workmen ! In- 
to what branch of trade does she not enter ? what kind of 
ingenious science, or useful toil, does site not belriend ? 
how many millions of honest, but needy persons are engag- 
ed in her service ? and how amply are they repaid for their 
pains 1 “ They tliat go down to the sea in ships, and occu- 
“ py their business in great waters, these men see the work* 
** of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep”.. They al- 
so U>at dwell among their own people, and abide in the 
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Villages, even they enjoy the bounty, and share the advan- 
tages of the ocean. “ They suck of the abundance of the 
** seas, and of treasures hid in the sand*”. For, though it 
is false philosophj^, to suppose the ivaters themselves strain- 
edthrough subterranean passages, into the inland countries ; 
yet it is an undenidblc truth, that their beneficial effects are 
transfused into every town, every hamlet, and every cot- 
tage. 

Surely, the inhabitants of our isle, have reason to turn the 
prediction of Moses, concerning the tribe of Joseph, into a 
devout and grateful acknowledgment.— “ Blessed of the 

LORDf is our land. Blessed with the precious things 
“ of heaven, with the dew, and with the deep that couch- 
“ eth beneath. With the precious things brought forth by 
“ the sun, and with the precious things thrust forth by the 
“ moon. With the chief things of the antient mountains, 
« and with the precious things of the everlasting hills : and 
“ with theprecious things of the earth, and the fulnesstherc- 
ofj. May we also enjoy the good-will of HIM, who dwelt 
inthe bush * ; and thegraceot HIM, who hungon the tree ! 
may the eternal GOD be our refuge ; and underneath both 
ns and our interests, may his everlasting arms be spread ! — 
Happy then wilt thou be, thrice happy, O England ! thy 
temporal advantages, and thy spiritual privileges considered, 
it may truly be said, who, or what nation, is like unto 
thee ? 

This for my country. Now let me wish for myself : 

GOD of all worlds I fource and fupreme of things ! 

From whom all life, from whom dura t ion iprings ! 

luienfc O ! let me for thy glory burn. 


^ Peui. xxxiit. 19. 

+ Is. (fo I would Crariaafc tbe original) not be; in the prcd'ftivc, not prccator> 
form Tnis implies a f alncii. of faith, and dijltiiguifhed prophecy from prayer ; beft fiitts 
ihc «xtraor(\irtai y illutninatfon of Moles, and does luoii iionor to the omailcicni 

KIT. 


} peWL. XXAiii. 13, 14, 15, 26, 



tHERON TO ASpASIO. 


70S 


Nor fruitlefs view my Days, and months return; 

Give me with Wonder at thy Works to glow; 

To gtefp thy Vifion, and thy Truths to know : 

O’er Time’s tempeiluous Sea to reach thy Shore, 

To hng thy Praife,and ^11 thy Grace adore,- 
When Seas Jhall roll, and Time fliall be no more. 

You see, Aspasio, I have been studying the volume o£ 
ftature ; endeavouring to read some of its coital characters, 
and learn some of its instructive lessons. The sea has been 
the page. But how superficial is my perusal, and how 
Scanty my knowledge. Idttle, very little have I beheld or 
conceived, relating to those works of wonder, which thei 
vast unfathomable deep contains * — the plants it produces^ 
and the creatures it nourishes — its stupendous rocks, rising 
to the skies ; and its inaccessible caverns, sinking to thei 
center — the beds ol pearl, which are its native growth j' 
and the loads of gold, which it has gained by shipwreck ^ 
and those heaps of shells, which pave the floor of the wa-’ 
tcry realms.- -So superficial arc my views of CHRIST j sO 
scanty is my acquaintance v/ith the gospel. 

You. I presume, are sitting at the feet of that sublime 
TEACHER; and attending to the dictates of IIIS mouth,- 
in “ whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
" ledge f ”. Let me promise myself a communication of 
your thoughts, as I have freely transmitted a specimen of 
mine ; rendering me, by this intercourse, your more oblig- 
ed, though it is scarce possible for me to be, more than f 
already am, 

' Your affectionate 

THEROiY. 



Ss 


• Should the reader defire to fee tins lubjeft, more largely opened, asd more fully ini- 
proved, I would icier him to ** Contemplaiions on the lately publilhcd by my # 

and pious Irieud Mr* PtARbALL.' 
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TWERON TO ASEASI*. 


P. S. Monsieur Pascal, who was remarkably fond 
brevity, makes an odd excuse for transgressing, on a par- 
ticular occasion, his lavourite rule. ^ He intreats his friend 
to pardon the unusual length of his epistld, by assuring 
him, that he had not time to niake it shorter, — I cannot, it 
must be confessed, adopt this philosopher’s apology. For, 
I have purposely lengthened my letter, with a view of set- 
ing in ihSs one circumstance, a pattern for my Aspasld.) . 



XKB gt’ THE. THIRD 








